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ADVERTISEMENT. 


KING'S  VALE-kOYAL  being  exceeds 
ingiy  fcarbe,  jt  was  filggetfed  to  the 
Editor,  that  a  new  Editiofi  would  be  well 
received  by  the  Public.  To  this  Hint,  the 
prelent  Publication  owes  its  Commencement: 
and  the  fubfeqwent  Plan  is  propbfed  to  be 
adopted  in  the  Execution  of'  it.— King's 
Work  will  be  printed  with  few  other  Varia- 
tions than  the  Modernifing  of  the  Spelling ; 
the  Correfting  of  a  few  palpable  Miftakcs  ; 
and  the  Expunging  of  a  Lift  of  Mayors, 
which  Is,by  himfelfjConfefledtobe  erroneous. 
An  APPENDIX  will  be  added,  comprifing 
whatever  hath  appeared  in  other  Writers  re- 
lative to  this"  County,  worthy  of  Notice  ; 
together  with  Copies  of  feveral  original  Ma- 
nufcripts  ;  and  a  General  View  of  the  State 
of  the  whole  Kingdom  previous  to  the  Nor- 
man Conqucft. 

j» 
The  natural  and  indelible  Partiality  of 
Mankind  for  thofe  Spots,  to  which  they  bear 
a  more  immediate  Relation  by  Birth,  or  other 
fortuitous  Circumftauccs,  and  rcfpetllng 
which  the  moft  lively  Curiofity  is  an  Inevi- 
table Confequence,  gives,  it  muft  be  allowed, 

a  ^ 
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a  peculiar  Propriety  to  this  Work.  Thofe 
to  whom  it  is,  particularly,  addrefled,  are 
nearly  interefted  in  the  Subjeft  of  which  it 
treats.  It  defcribes  a  'Country  that  is  dear 
to  our  hearts ;  a  People  of  whom  we  arc 
the  Defcendants.  We  trace  the  Progrefs  of 
Civility  and  Arts,  and  their  flriking  Effects 
upon  our  own  Soil  and  Manners.  The  rude 
Magnificence  of  Gothic  Grandeur,  contrafted 
with  the  poliihed  Modes  of  modern  Life,  ex- 
hibits fuch  2,  View  of  our  prefent  political 
Happinefs,  as  niuft  excite  the  moft  pleafing 
Ideas.  No  longer  the  fervile  Vaflkls  of  an 
imperious  Lord,  the  induftrious  Farmer,  and 
ingenious  Artifan,  enjoy  the  Advantages  of 
their  Induftry  and  Invention  under  the  Tute- 
lage of  equal  and  falutary  Laws. 

We  view  the  Power  of  Cultivation,  with 
additional  Delight,  in  thofe  Fields  which  the 

{)etty  Wars  or  haughty  Chieftsuns  had  de- 
uged  with  fraternal  Blood.  From  Scenes  of 
Cruelty  that  excite  Horror,  we  turn  our  Eyes 
to  behold  the  glorious  EfFefts  of  difiufed 
Knowlege  and  extenfive  Commerce — '*  Po- 
pulation fpreads  her  Thoufands,  and  Society 
appears  in  all  its  Bleffings  of  mutual  Help, 
and  the  mutual  Lights  of  intelledtual  Im- 
provement.'* 

Religion  affumes  her  native,  genuine 
Form  :  The  gloomy  Demon  of  Superftition, 
with  her  attendant  Train  of  Horrors,  is  ba- 

nifhcd  : 


(    "i    ) 

iiifhed :  Reafon  and  Happinefs  fupply  the 
Place. 

The  Indulgence  of  fuch  Reflexions  is  not 
merely  an  Amufement  of  the  Fancy.  It 
forcibly  inftruds  us  to  fet  a  due  Value  on 
thofe  Improvements,  to  which  we  are  indebt- 
ed for  our  Emancipation  from  Barbarifm,  and 
our  Enjoyment  of  tne  Comforts  and  Elegandes 
of  Life.  It  enables  us  to  form  a  jufl  El^imate 
of  our  own  Acquifitions,  and  invites  us  to 
cheriih  that  Cultivation,  from  which  the 
Exiftence  and  the  pradice  of  every  focial 
Virtue  li  derived.  In  a  Word,  fuch  Spe- 
culations endear  the  civil  Conftitution  to 
which,  principally,  we  owe  them,  and  of 
which  tnefe  invaluable  Bleffings  evince  wc 
cannot  be  too  jealous. 

Public  Acknowledgement  (hall  be  made 
to  thofe  Gentlemen  who  may  obligingly  con- 
tribute, by  a  Communication  of  Manufcripts, 
or  in  any  other  Way,  their  Afliftance  to  the 
following  Work. 

♦n,*  At  the  Conclufion,  a  correft  Map  of 
the  County,  on  a  large  Scale,  will  be  given. 
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427,  f^r  Chantrell,  in  the  lift  of-Sberiffsy  read  Ed- 
mund Jodrell. 
637,  fir  Edmund  Barker,  read  Edmund  Parker^ 

640,  for  Tho.  Maddock,  read  Robert  Maddock. 

641,  f&r  Thomas  Start,  inn-holder,  re^  Thomas 

Hart. 
(114/1,  for  Johji  fiurrows,  read  Edward  Burrows. 
541,  for  Thomas  Kelfal,  read  John  Kelfall. 

643,  for  William  Williams,  fkinner,  read  William 

■  Seller^,  brewer. 

644,  for  William  Sellers,  read  William  Williams, 

fkinner. 
644,  for  Thomas  Kelfal,  read  John  Kelfall. 
647,  for  John  Orme,  read  Edward  Orme. 
647,  for  John  Turner,  read  William  Turner. 
893,  for  Ed.  Burghah,  read  Ed.  Burghall. 

In  the  year  1268,  in  the  fheriffalty  of  Mr.  EU 
lames  and  Mr.  Snow,  the  chairs  were  ere&ed  on 
the  Rood-Eye. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

COIlTAtNtNO 

A    GENERAL    VIEW 

OF      T    H    £ 

STAT£  OP  THtt  WHOLE  KINGDOM,. 
Frm^us  co»  and  immedietely  after,  the  NormAn 


ALL  aficienc  writers  agree  in  reprefentiog  the 
firft  inhabitants  of  Britain  as  a  tribe  or  die 
OamU  or  Cekx^  who  peopled  that  ifland  from  the 
Migirbouring  continent.  Their  language  was  the 
iMMi  their  manners,  their  government,  their  fu- 
petAition  i  varied  only  by  thofe  finall  differences, 
which  time  or  a  communication  with  the  bordering 
nations  muft  neceffarily  introduce.  The  inhattt- 
ants  of  Gaul,  efpecially  in  thofe  parts  which  lie 
contiguous  to  Italy,  had  acquired,  from  a  com- 
merce with  their  fouthern  neighbours,  fome  refine- 
ment in  the  arts,  which  gradually  diffufed  them- 
felvcs  northwards,  and  fprcad  but  a  very  faint 
light  over  this  ifland.  The  Greek  and  Roman  na- 
vigators or  merchants  (for  there  were  fcarce  any 
other  travellers  in  thofe  ages)  brought  back  the 
9oft  Ibocking  accounts  of  the  ferocity  of  t he^people, 
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which  they  magnified,  as  ufual,  in  order  to  eaxice 
the  admiration  of  their  countrymen. :  The  foutfa- 
eafl  parts,  however,  ofBritain  had  already,  <befofe 
the  age  of  Csefar,  made  the  firft  and  moil  requi- 
fite  ftep  towards  a  civil  fettlement ;  .and  the  Bri- 
tons, by  tillage  and  agriculture,  had  there  en- 
creafed  to  a  great  multitude.  The  other  inhabit- 
ants of  the.  ifland  (till  maintained  themfelves  by 
pafture ;  they  were  clothed  with  ikins  of  beads  ; 
they  dwelt  in  huts,  which  they  reared  in  the  foreils 
and  marfties,  with  which  the  country  was  covered ; 
they  fhifted  eafily  their  habitation,  when  aftuated^ 
either  by  the  hopes  of  plunder  or  the  fear  of  an 
enemy ;  the  convenience  of  feeding  their  cattle  was 
even  a  fufficicnt  motive  for  removing  their  feats  \ 
and  being  ignorant  of  all  the  refinements  of  life, 
their  wants  and  their  poiTeffions  were  equally  fcanty 
and  limited. 

The  Britons  were  divided  into  many  fmall  na- 
tions or  tribes  j  and  being  a  military  people,  whofe 
fole  property  was  their  arms  and  their  cattle,  it 
was  impoflible,  after  they  had  acquired  a  reliih  of 
liberty,  for  their  princes  or  chieftains  to  cftablifh 
any  defpotic  authority  over  them.  Their  govern- 
ments, though  monarchical,  were  free,  as  well  as 
chofe-  of  all  the  Celtic  nations  (  and  the  comnaon 
people  feem  even  to  have  enjoyed  more  liberty 
among  them,  than  among  the  nations  of  Gaul, 
from  whom  they  were  defcended.  Each  ftate  was 
divided  into  fadbions  within  itfelf ;  it  was  agitated 
with  emulation  towards  the  neighbouring  Ijtates  ; 
and  while  the  arts  of  peace  were  yet  unknown, 
wars  were  the  chief  occupation,  and  formed  the 
chief  objeft  of  ambition  among  the  people. 
(  The  religion  of  the  Britons  .was  one  of  the  moft 
confickrable  parts  of  their  government ;  and  the 
Drfiids^  who  were  their  priefts,  poflcfled  great  au- 
thority among  ihaxu    Befid*  miniitriBg  at.  the 
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tktr,  and  dire&ing  all  religious  duties,  they  pre- 
iided  over  the  education  of  youth  ;  they  enjojred 
m  isimtuiity  from  wars  and  taxes  ;  they  pofiefled 
both  the  civil  and  criminal  jurifdiAion  ;  they  de- 
cided all  controverfies  among  eftates  as  well  as 
among  private  perfons,  and  whoever  refufed  to 
fuhmit  to  their  decree  was  expofed  to  the  moft 
fevcre  penalties.  The  fentence  of  excommunicav 
tion  was  denounced  againft  him ;  he  was  forbid 
acccTs  to  the  facrifices  or  public  worfhip  y  he  was 
debarred  all  intercourfe  with  his  fellow-citizens, 
even  in  the  common  affairs  of  life  ;  his  company 
was  univerfally  fhunned,  as  profane  and  danger- 
ous; he  was  refufed  the  prote6bion  of  law ;  and 
death  itfelf  became  tQ  him  an  acceptable  relief  from 
the  mifery  and  infamy  to  which  he  was  expofed. 
Thus,  the  bands  of  government,  which  were  na- 
turally loofc  among  that  rude  and  turbulent  people, 
▼ere  happily  corroborated  by  the  terrors  of  their 
fuperftidon. 

No  fpecies  of  fuperftition  was  ever  more  terrible 
than  that  of  the  Druids.     Befides  the  fevere  penal- 
ties, which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  ecclefiaftics 
to  infiidt  in  this  world,  they  inculcated  the  eternal 
tranfmigration  of  fouls ;    and  thereby  extended 
their  authority  as  far  as  the  fears  of  their  timorous 
votaries;  They  pradtifed  their  rites  in  dark  groves 
or  other  fecret  receflcs  •,  and  in  order  to  throw  a 
greater  myftery  on  their  religion,  they  communi- 
cated their  doctrines  only  to  the  initiated,   and 
-ftri<My  forbad  the  committing  them  to  writing, 
left  they  (hould  at  any  time  be  expofed  to  the  exa- 
'oiination  of  the  profane  vulgar.  Human  facrifices 
were  pra&ifed  among  them.     The  fpoils  of  war 
were  often  devoted  to  their  divinities-,  and  they 
•puniftied  with  the  fevercft  tortures  whoever  dared 
to  fccretc  any  part  of  the  confecrated  offering. 
"Thcfc  treaftires  th^  prcfcrved  in  wopds  and  forefts, 
a  2  fecMTtd 
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fecured  by  no  other  guard  than  die  terrors  of  their 
jxligion  I  and  this  conquefl:'  over  human  avidity, 
imay  be  regarded,  as  more  fignal  than  their  prompt- 
ing men  to  the  moft  extraordinary  and  molt  violent 
efforts.  No  idolatrous  worlhip  ever  attained  fuch 
an  afcendant  over  mankind  as  that  of  the  ancient 
^auls  and  Britons ;  and  the  Romans,  after  their 
conqueft,  finding  it  impoflible  to  reconcile  thofe 
nations  to  the  laws  and  inftitutions  of  their  mailers, 
while  it  maintained  its  authority,  were  at  laft  ob- 
lifi^d  to  aboliih  it  by  penal  ftatutes  ;  a  violence, 
which  had  never  in  any  other  inltancc  been  prac- 
tifed  by  thefe  tolerating  conquerors. 

The  Romans. 

THE  Britons  had  long  remained  in  this  rude 
but  independent  ftate,  when  Caslar,  having 
over-run  all  Gaul  by  his  victories,  firft  caft  his 
eye  on  their  ifland.  He  was  not  allured  either  by 
jts  richer  or-  its  renown  ;  but  being  ambitious  of 
carrying  the  Roman  arms  into  a  new  world,  then 
moftiy  unknown,  he  took  advants^  of  a  fhort  in- 
tervalin  his  Gaulic  wars,  and  made  an  invafioa 
xm  Britain.  The  natives,  informed  of  his  inten- 
,tion,:  were  fenfible  of  the  unequal  conteft,  and  en- 
deavoured to  appeafe  him  by  fubmiifions,  wluch, 
however,  retarded  notthe  execution  of  his  defign* 
After  fomerefiftance,  he  landed,  as  is  fuppofed,  at 
Deal,  in  the  year  b^ore  Chrifl:  $5,  and  having  ob» 
tained  feycral  advantages  over  the  Britons,  and  ob- 
iigpd  them  to  promife  hoftages  for  their  future  obe- 
.fiience,  iie  was  confirained,  by  theneceffity  of  his 
affairs,  and  the  approac;h  of  winter,  to  withdraw 
his  forces  into  Gaul,  The  BritoAti  relieved  from 
the  terrorof  his  arms,  ne^e£led  the  performance 
c^Hthw  fti^pultfion^s  and  chat,  haughty  conqueror 

relolved 
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ladbhrod  next  fuDiincr  to  chaftifa  them  for  thii 
breach  of  creaC]^.  He  laiided  wich  a  grrater  force ; 
and  though  he  found  a  more  regular  refirtaneefmm 
the  Britons,  who  had  united  under  CaifiveiaunuSy 
one  Qt  r'leir  petty  princes,  he  difcomBced  them  in 
every  action.  He  advanced  into  the  country,  paC- 
ied  the  Thames  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  tooic  and 
burned  the  capital  ot  Caffivclaunus,  eftabliihed  his 
ally,  Mandubratius,  in  the  fovereignty  of  the  Tri- 
nobantes,  and  having  obliged  the  inhabitants  to 
make  him  new  fubmiflions,  he  again  returned  with 
his  army  into  Gaul,  and  left  the  authority  of  the 
Romans  more  nominal  than  real  in  this  ifland. 

The  civil  wars,  which  enfued,  and  which  pre* 
pared  the  way  for  the  ejdablilhment  of  monarchy 
m  Rome,  favcd  the  Britons  from  that  yoke  which 
was  ready  to  be  impofed  upon  them.     Auguftus, 
the  fucceflbr  of  Csefar,  content  with  the  vidtory  ob- 
tained over  the  liberties  of  his  own  country,  was 
little  ambitious  of  acquiring  fame  by  foreign  wars; 
and  being  apprehenfive  left  the  fame  unlimkid 
extent  of  dominion,  which  had  fubverted  the  re- 
public, might  alfo  overwhelm  the  empire,  he  re- 
commended to  his  fuccefibrs  never  to  enlarge  the 
territories  of  the  Romans.     Tiberius,  jealous  of 
the  fame  which  mi^ht  be  acquired  by  his  generals, 
made  this  advice  ot  Auguftus  a  pretence  for  his 
inaftivity.     The  mad  fallies  of  Caligula,  in  which 
he  menaced  Britain  with  an  invafion,  ierved  only 
to  expofe  himfelf  and  the  empire  to  ridicule ;  and 
ahe  Britons  had  now,  during  almoft  a  century,  en- 
joyed their  liberty  unmolelted  ;  when  the  Romans, 
in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  began  to  think  ferioufly 
of  reducing  them  under  their  dominion.     With- 
-eut  feeking  any  more  juftifiable  reaibns  of  hoftility 
than  were  employed  by  the  latter  Europeans  in 
iutjeding  the  Africans  and  Americans,  they  fent 
over  aa  actny^  in  the  year  4  j,  uinkr  the  command 
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•f  PlaiJtws,  an  able  general,  who  gained  fomo 
vidories  j  and  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  fub- 
duing  the  iniiabitants.  Claudius  himfelf,  finding 
matters,  fufficiently  prepared  for  his  .reception, 
made  a  journey  into  Britain ;  and  received  the  Tub* 
miflion  of  feveral  Britifh  dates,  the  Cantii^  Atre- 
baiesy  Regniy  and  Trinobantes,  who  inhabited  the 
ibiach-eaft  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  whom  their  pof- 
feflions  and  cultivated  manner  of  life  rendered  wilU 
iflg  to  purchafe  peace  at  the  cxpence  of  their  li- 
berty. The  other  Britons,  ^nder  the  command  of 
Csradlacus,  dill  maintained  an  obitinaterefiftance^ 
and  the  Romans  made  little  progrefs  againft  them; 
ciU  Oftorius  Scapula  was  fent  over,  in  the  year  50, 
ux  command  their  armies.  This  general  advancsed 
the  Roman  conquefts  over  the  Britons;  pierced 
into  the  country  of  the  Silurcs,  a  warlike  nation, 
who  inhabited  the  banks  of  the  Severn ;  defeated 
Caraftacus  in  a  great  battle,  took  him  prifoner, 
and  fent  him  to  Rome,  where  his  magnanimous 
Ikchaviour  procured  him  better  treatment  than  thofc 
conquerors  ufually  beftowed  on  captive  princes. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  misfortunes,  the  Britons 
Wfre  not  fubdued ;  and  this  ifland  was  r^rded 
Ipy  the  ambitious  Romans  as  a  field  in  which  mi* 
^rary  honour  might  ftill  be  acquired.  Under  the 
leign  of  Nero,  Suetonius  Paulinus  was  invefted 
with  the  command,  and  prepared  to  fignalize  his 
name  by  vidtories  over  thefe  barbarians.  Finding 
that  the  ifland  of  Mona,  now  Anglefea,  was  the 
chief  feat  of  the  Druids,  he  rcfolved  to  attack  it, 
and  to  fubjeft  a  place^  which  was  the  center  of 
^hdr  fuperltition,  and  whkh  afforded  proteftion  to 
all  their  baffled  forces.  The  Britons  endeavoured 
to  C'bftruft  his  landing  on  this  facred  ifland,  both 
by  the  force  of  their  arms  and  the  terrors  of  their 
religion.  The  women  and  priefh  were  intermingled 
with' the  foldiers'upon  the  fhore,  and  runntog  about 
V  with 
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with  flaming  torches  in  their  hands,  and  toffing 
their  dilhevelled  hair,  they  ftruck  greater  terror 
intathe  aftonifhed  Romans  by  their  howlings,  criesiy 
and  execrations,  than  the  real  danger  from  the 
armed  forces  was  able  to  infpire.  .But  Suetoniws, 
exhorting  his  troops  to  contemn  the  menaces  of  H 
fuperftition  which  they  defpiied,  impdied  them 
to  the  attack,  drove  the  Britons  off  the  fiek)^ 
burned  the  Druids  in  the  fame  fires  which  they  haj;} 
prepared  for  their  captive  enemies,  deftroyed  all 
the  confecrated  groves  and  altars,  and,  having  thus 
triumphed  over  the  religion  of  the  Britons,  he 
thought  his  future  progrefs  would  be  eafy  in  re- 
ducing the  people  to  fubjedion.  -But  he  was  dil^ 
appointed  in  his  expeftations.  The*  Britons/  tak- 
ing advantage  of  his  abfence,  were  all  in  arms  \ 
and  headed  by  Boadicea,  queen  of  the  Iceni,  who 
had  been  treated  in  the  molt  ignominious  manner 
by  the  Roman  tribunes,  had  already  attacked  with 
fuccefs  feveral  fettlements  of  their  infulting  con- 
querors. Suetonius  haftened  to  the  protedlion  oif 
London,  which  was  already  a  flourilhing  Roman 
colony ;  but  he  found  on  his  arrival,  that  it  woukl 
be  requifite  fbr  the  general  fafety  to  abandon  that 
place  to  the  mercilefs  fury  of  the  enemy.  London 
was  reduced  to  alhes  ;  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  at 
remained  in  it  were  cruelly  maflacred  ;  the  Romans 
and  all  ftrangers,  to  the  number  of  70^000,  wcrxr 
put  to  the  fword  without  diftindtion  ;  and  tlie  Bri- 
tons, by  rendering  the  war  thus  bloody,  feemed 
determined  to  cut  oft  all  hopes  of  peace  or  compo- 
iition  with  the  enemy.  But  this  cruelty  was  re- 
venged by  Suetonius  in  a  great  and  decifive  battle, 
where  80,000  of  the  Britons  are  laid  to  have  periilu 
cd  -,  and  Boadicea  herfelf,  ratlier  than  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enraged  vidtor,  put  an  end  to  her  own 
life  by  poifon.  Nero  foon  alter  recalled  Suetonius 
from  a  government,  where  by  fuffsring  and  inflid:- 

ijig 
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iiig  fo  ifui>7  feverities,  her  vas  judged  improjper  for 
compofing  the  angry  and  alarmed  minds  of  the  ih^ 
Jiabitants.  Aixer  fome  interval,  Cerealis  received 
the  eommand  from  Vefpalian,  and  by  his  bravery 
pfopasaccd  the  terror  of  the  Roman  arms.  Julius 
Froncuius  fucceeded  Cerealis  both  in  authority  and 
rwutation  -,  but  the  general,  who  finally  eftablifl\« 
jTC  the  dominion  of  the  Romans  in  this  ifland,  was 
luUus  Agricola,  who  governed  it  in  the  reigns  of 
Ve%afian,  Titus,  and  Domitian,  and  diftinguilhed 
himfelf  in  that  ibene  ot  adion. 

This  gjreat  oommander  formed  a  regular  plan 
for  fubduing  Britain,  and  rendering  the  acquifition 
ufef ul  to  the  conquerors.  He  carried  his  viAo- 
xious  aims  northwards,  dcieated  the  Britx)ns  in 
.every  encounter,  pierced  intci  che  inacccffible  forefts 
and  mountains  ot  Caledonia,  reduced  every  thing 
to  fubjeftion  in  the  foudiem  parts  of  the  ifland, 
and  cnafixl  before  him  all  the  men  of  fiercer  and 
more  intraiftable  fpirits,  who  deemed  war  and  death 
itfelf  leis  intolerable  than  fervitude  under  the  vic^' 
tors.  He  even  defeated  them  in  a  deciiive  aAion^ 
which  they  fought  under  Galcacus,  their  leader; 
and  having  drawn  a  rampart,  and  fixed  a  chain  of 
garrilbns,  between  the  Firths  of  Clyde  and  Forth, 
he  thereby  cut  ofF  the  ruder  and  more  barren  parts 
*of  the  ifljBid,  and  fecured  the  Roman  province 
from  the  incurfions  of  the  barbarous  inhabitants. 

During  thefe  military  enterpriles  he  negleded 

Dot  the  arts  of  peace.     He  introduced  laws  and 

civility  an)ong  the  Britons,  taught  them  to  defire 

and  raife  all  the  conveniencies  of  life,  reconciled 

them  to  the  Roman  langua^  and  manners,  in- 

.  ftrudked  them  in  letters  and  fcience,  and  employed 

-  every  etjiedient  to  render  thofe  chains,  which  he 

liad  forged,  both  eaiy  and  agreeable  to  them.  The 

.  johabittuits  having  experienced  how  unequal  their 

imn  force  was  to  icfift  that  of  tiie  Romans,  ac- 

quiefced 
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qiudced  in  the  dominion  of  their  mailers,  and 
wercgndualiy  incorporated  as  a  part  of  that  mighty. 
empire. 

This  was  the  laft  durable  conqueft  made  by  the. 
Romans ;  and  Briuin,  once  fubdued,  gave  no 
£uther  inquietude  to  the  vidkor.  Caledonia  alone, 
defended  by  its  barren  mounuins,  and  by  the  con- 
tempt which  the  Romans  entertained  of  it,  fome- 
dmes  infeftcd  the  more  cultivated  parts  of  the 
lAand  by  the  inciirfions  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
better  to  fecure  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  Adrian, 
who  vilited  this  ifland,  built  a  ftrong  rampart  be- 
tween the  river  Tync  and  the  Frith  of  Solway, 
LoUius  Urbicus,  under  Antoninus  Pius,  repaired 
diat  of  Agricola  •,  Severus,  who  made  an  expedi- 
tion into  Britain,  and  carried  his  arms  into  the 
moft  nothern  extremity  of  it,  added  new  fortifica- 
tions to  the  wall  of  Adrian ;  and  during  all  the 
itigns  of  the  Roman  emperors,  fuch  a  profound 
tranquillity  prevailed  in  Britain,  that  little  men- 
tion is  oiade  of  the  affairs  of  that  ifland  by  any 
hiftorian.  The  only  incidents  which  occur,  are 
fome  feditions  or  rebellions  of  the  Roman  legions 
quartered  there,  and  fome  ufurpations  of  the  im- 
[lerial  dignity  by  the  Roman  governors.  The  na- 
tives, difarmed,  dilpirited,  and  fubmifTive,  had 
loft  all  deflre  and  even  idea  of  their  former  liberty 
and  independence. 

But  the  period  was  now  come,  when  that  enor- 
mous fabric  of  the  Roman  empire,  which  had  dif- 
fufed  flavery  and  opprcfllon,  together  with  peace 
and  civility,  over  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  the 
globe,  was  approaching  towards  its  final  diHblu- 
tion.  Italy,  and  the  center  of  the  empire,  re- 
moved, during  fo  many  ages,  from  all  concern  in 
the  wars,  had  entirely  loft  the  military  fpirit,  and 
were  peopled  by  an  enervated  race,  equally  dii- 
poied  to  lubmit  to  a  foreign  yoke,  or  to  the  tyran-  . 
b  ny 
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ny  of  their  own  rulers.  The  emperors  found  them«' 
Iclves  obliged  to  recruit  their  legions  from  the 
frontier  provinces,  where  the  ^nius  of  war,  thoT 
languifhmg,  was  not  totally  extinft^  and  tbefe 
mercenary  forces,  carelefs  of  laws  and  civil  inftiv 
tutions,  eltablilhed  a  military  government,  no  leis 
dangerous  to  the  fovereign  than  to  the  people.  The 
farther  progrefs  of  the  fame  diforders  introduced 
the  bordering  barbarians  into  the  fervice  of  the 
Romans-,  and  thofe  fierce  nations,  having  now  ' 
added  difcipline  and  ikill  to  their  native  bravery, 
could  no  longer  be  rcftrained  by  the  impotent  po- 
licy of  the  emperors,  who  were  accuftomed  to  em- 
ploy ope  in  the  deftruftion  of  the  others.  Senfible 
of  di^ir  own  force,  and  allured  by  the  prbfpeft  of 
(b  rich  a  prize,  the  northern  barbarians,  in  the 
id^  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius,  aflailed  at  once 
all  the  frontiers  of  the  Roman  empire ;  and  hav«- 
iog  firft  Citiaficd  their  avidity  by  plunder,  began 
to  think  of  fixing  a  fettlement  in  the  wafted  pro* 
vinces.  The  more  diftant  barbarians,  who  occu- 
pied the  deierted  habitations  of  the  former,  ad- 
vanced in  their  acquifitions,  and  preflcd  with  their 
incumbent  weight  the  Roman  ftate,  already  un- 
equal to' the  load  which  it  fuftained.  Inlledd  of 
arming  the  people  in  their  own  defence,  the  empe- 
rors recalled  all  the  diftant  legions,  in  whom  alone 
they  could  repofe  confidence,  and  coUefted  the 
whole  military  force  for  the  defence  of  the  capital 
and  center  or  the  empire.  The  necefllty  of  felf- 
prelervatioa  had  fuperieded  the  ambition  of  power, 
and  the  ancient  point  of  honour,  of  never  contraft- 
ing  the  limits  of  the  empire,  could  no  longer  be 
attended  to  in  this  defperate  extremii)'. 

Britain,  by  its  fituacion,  was  removed  from  the 
fury  of  thefe  barbarous  incurfions  -,  and  being  alio 
a  remote  province,  not  much  valued  by  the  Ro- 
mans, the  legions  which  defended  it  were  carried 

ovea 
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over  to  the  proteftion  of  luly  and  Gaul.  But  that 
province,  though  lecured  by  the  fea  agaihft  the 
mioads  of  the  greater  tribes  of  barbarians,  found 
encilii€a<on  its  trontiers  who  took  advantage  of  its 
preiem-defencelefs  fituation.     The  Pids  and  Scots, 
who  dwelt  in  the.  northern  parts,  beyond  the  wall 
of  Antoninus,  made  incurfions  upon  their  peace- 
able and  efFeminate  neighbours ;  and  bcfides  the 
temporary  depredations  which  they  committed,' 
cheie  combined  nations  threatened  the  whole  pro- 
Yfnce  with  fubjeftion^  or,  what  the  inhabitants 
more  dreaded,  with  plunder  and  devaftation.  The 
fiKinor  people  ieem  to  have  been  a  tribe  of  the  na« 
livcBritilh  race,  who,  having  been  chafed  into 
the  nortliem  pafrts  by  tlie  conqdefts  of  Agricola^ 
had  the^e  intermingled  with  the  ancient  inhabit- 
ants. The  other  were  derived  from  the  fame  Celtic 
origin,  had  firft  been  eftabliihed  in  Ireland,  had 
lent  over  a  colony  to  the  north-weft  coaft  of  this 
ifland,  and  had  lon^  been  accuftomed,  as  well 
from  their  old  as  their  neVfdats,  to  infeft  the  Ro- 
man province  by  their  piracy  and  rapine.     Thefe 
tribes,  finding  their  moi^  opulent  neighbours  ex- 
pofed  to  invafion,   foon  broke  over  the  Romiui 
wall,  no  longer  defended  by  the  Roman  arms  i 
and  dibUgh  a  contemptible  enemy  in  themfelves, 
met  with  n6  refiftanCc  from  the  unwarlike  inhabit- 
ants.-  -The  Britons,«  accuftomed  to  have  recourie 
to  the  eidnjpeirors  for  defence  as  well  as  government, 
niade  fupplicatibns  to  Rome }  and  one  legion  was 
fefit  over  for  their  protcftion.     This  force  was  an 
ofier^Mavch  for  the  barbaVians,  repelled  their  in- 
vafion,   routed  them  in  every  engagement,   and 
having  chafed  them  into  their  ancient  limits,  re- 
tOffied  in  triumph  to  the  defence  of  the  fourhern 
provinces  of  the  empire.     Their  retreat  brought 
on  a  new  invafion  of  the  enemy.     The  Britons 
made  again  an  application  to  Rome,  and  obtained 
b  2  again 


xii       INTRODUCTION. 

again  the  afliftancc  of  a  legion,  which  prQvtd  ef- 
frAual  for  their  relief  ^  but  the  Roonans,  reduced 
to  extremities  at  home,  and  fatigued  with,  thofi: 
diftant  expeditions,  informed  the  Britons  that  diejr 
snuft  no  longer  look  to  them  for  fuccour,.  exbort;? 
ed  them  to  arm  in  their  own  defence,  and  urged^ 
that  as  they  were  now  their  own  niaflers,  it  be* 
came  them  to  protect  by  their  valour  that  independ-. 
ence  which  their  ancient  lords  had  conferred  upon 
them.  That  they  might  leave  the  ifland  with  tbxf 
better  grace,  the  Romans  affifted  them  in  ered^ing 
a-new  the  wall  of  Sevcrus,  which  was  built  tnr. 
dfely  of  ftone,  and  which  the  Britons  Jiad  not  « 
ttun  time  artizans  (kilful  enough  to  repair.  And 
having  done  this  h^  good  office  to  the  mhabit^nfs^- 
they  bode  a  final  adieu'  to  Britain,  about  the.yiear 
449'v  after  being  mailers  of  the  mod  coufiderable 
part  of  it  during  the  courfc  of  near  four  centuries^ 

The  Britons, 

THE  abjeft  Britons  regarded  this  prrfent  of 
liberty  as  fatal  (o  them;  and  were  in  Jia. 
condition  to  put  in  pra^ice  the  prudent  counfel 
given  them  oy  the  Ropians,  of  arming  in  theicL 
owih  defence.     Unaccuftbnxed^both  to  the  perils  of 
war,  and  to  the  cares  of  civil  government,  thqr:^ 
found  themfelves  incapablie  of  forming  ox  exiocutp^ , 
ing  any  meafures  fbr  reliving  the  incurlio^s  of  t|ie. . 
barbarians.     Gratiari  alfo  and  Conftaptine^  twQt 
Romans,  who  had  a  fittltftatfore  affumed  the  purple^ 
in  Britain,  had  carried  Over  into  the  cgntinept  the,,: 
flower  of  the  Britllh  ypiith  i  ai\d  having  perifhfd-;  ? 
in  their  unfuccet^iful  j^tte^npt^  o^  the  jmperiaL 
throne,  had  defpoiled  the  iQand  of  ;hofe,  who,  in    ^ 
this  defpcratc  extreriiity,  wr^  b?ft  able  to  drfend.i. , 
it.  The  Pt^  and  Scots,  Briding  that  the  Romans 
•  '  '^  had 
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had  ^nxBy  relinquilhed  Britain,  now  regarded  the' 
whefe  as  their  prize,  ana  attacked  the  northeni 
wall  with  redoubled  forces.  The  Britons,  already 
fiibdiicd  by  their  own  fears,  found  the  ramparu 
but  a  weak  dettnce  for  thcm^  and  defertioa  their 
ftation,  left  the  country  entirely  open  to  ^e  im 
roads  of  the  barbarous  enemy.  The  invaders  car* 
ricd  dcvaftation  and  ruin  along  with  them ;  and 
exerted  to  the  utmoft  their  native  ferocity,  which 
was  not  mitieated  by  the  helplefs  condition  and 
fiibmiflive  behaviour  of  the  inhabitants.  The  un?. 
happy  Britons  had  a  third  time  recourfe  to  Roooe^ 
which  had  declared  its  refolution  for  ever  to  aban- 
don them.  iEtius,  the  patrician,  fuftained,  at 
that  time,  by  his  valour  and  magnanimity,  the 
tottering  ruins  of  the  empire,  and  revived  for  a 
moment  among  the  degenerate  Romans  the  fpirit, 
as  well  as  difcipline,  of  their  anceftors.  The  Bri« 
tilh  ambalTadors  carried  to  him  the  letter  of  their 
countrymen,  which  was  infcribed.  The  Groans  of 
the  Britons.  The  tenor  of  the  epiftle  was  fuitable 
to  its  f^perfcription.  The  barbman^^  fay  they,  « 
the  ofie  ibim/,  fvafe  us  into  the  fe(\ ;  tbefea^  on  thg 
otber^  throws  us  back  upon  the  barbarians ;  and  VfO 
have  mfy  the  hard  (hoice  left  usy  of  ferifbing  by  tbi-- 
fwotd  or  by  the  waves.  Svit  iEtius,  pre0ed  by  the 
arms  of  Atdla,  the  moft  terrible  enemy  that  ever., 
aflaikd  the  empire,  had  no  leifure  to  attend  to  the 
complaints  of  allies,  whom  generolity  alone  coul^  v 
induce  hitn  to  aflifl:.  The  Britons,  thus  rejedted, 
were  reduced  to  defpair,  deferted  their  habitations^ 
abandoned  tillage,  and  flying  tor  prote&ion  to  the 
foiefts  and  mountains,  fuffered  equally  from  hun- 
ger and  froin  the  enemy.  The  barbarians  them- 
felves  began  to  feel  th^  preflure^  of  famine  in  a 
country  which  they  had  ravaged ;  and  being  ha- 
rafled  by  the  difperfed  Britons,  who  had  not  dared 

to 
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»  rcfift  them  in  a  body,  they  retreated  urith  \hA4 
%oils  into  their  wfn  country..  '  -^ 

The  Britonls;  taking  ifdvantage  of  this  interval  j 
SDtumed  to  their  ufual  occupations ;  asid  'the  fa^ 
vourabk  feaibns  which  fucceeded,  feconding  their 
iffiduftry,  made  thtfsk  loon  forget  all  their  paft  mi-* 
feriesy  and  rtflored  to  them  great  plenty  ot  all  the 
necelTaries  of  liftf.     No  more  can  be  imagined  to 
have  been  pioflefi^id  by  a  pelbple  fo  rude,  who  had 
dot,  without  the  aififtanceof  the  Romans,  art  eif 
ma£>nry  fufficient  to  raile  a  done  rampart  fof  their 
own  defence;   yet  the  mon^ifh  hiftorians,  who 
treat  of  thofe  cventsy  complin  of  the  luxury  of 
the  Britons  during  this  periibd,  and  afcribe  t6  this 
Yice,  not  to  th*!^  cdwardice  6r  iftijirtfvident  cotwf- 
cils^  aft  their  fiibftqiient  talairrities. 
,  The  Britdift^  entifbly  occupied  in  theenjdynfMfe 
(Kf  ^e  DFtfent  vkiti^A  df  peate^  made  no  prdttfibtaf 
for  relifting  the  eneiHy,  who^*  invited  by  tlieir  f»^ 
mer  rimid  behaviour,  foon  tkrefatefied  them  w$^  € 
new  iairufiofli.    We  are*  not  e^eadtty"  ^for>iie<)  #hft^ 
fpccies'of  civil  goventm«nt  the  Rofhun)  oh'  cKeir- 
oq^arrur^  K^  left  aniong  the  Britons  •,  but  if  a^i 
pws  probable^  chat  'tl*e  gYWt  ifterf  in  fhc^  diflftfiw 
ent  diftrids.afllinDed  a  kihd  of  regil,-  th6ugh)|yi«*' 
cai&DUff  aw^ity  i  arid  lived  m  a  great  thtOf^ 
independehfi:  of  each'  other.    T^this  ^furiibii**^ 
councils  WekW  tfo  added  th^dil'pUtlMbf  thedlo^^^* 
and  the  difciples  <$#  Pdagidis;  Who  wad  KiKfifelfna* 
native  of  Brildn.  having  entreafed  to'  a  ^efttiMil^ 
titiide,  gave-  ^AolRh^  to  the  clergy,  ^yfy  (t^env  #6  h)iV6 
been  Acre  iMAIf  c5n  refi(lirtg  theifi;  rhaA-  m^9ff^ 
pofing  tlie^pttiUte^  enemy.    Labouring  unde¥  ^t9i 
domc^c  t^ify  Md  iflenaced  with  a'  T6t«eig^'  TrfVa^ 
£ony  the  Britons  ««Aded  only  to^tlfe*  fti|gi^!tfrilb» 
of  their  preferif  fe;^  j  knd  f6ll6'*ihg  the  eouriM 
of  Vortigern,  prince  of  Dumnonium,  who,  tl%odg;ft  • 

ftaincd 
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ftained  with  every  vice,  pofle({ed  the  chief  outhp^ 
ricy  among  them,  they  ient  in^o  Germany  a  depui 
taiion  CO  invite  over  the  Saxoos  for  their  proteifpoA 
and  affiftance. 


The  Saxons. 

OF  all  the  barb^ous  nations,  known  either  ia 
ancieot  or  n)odern  times,  the  Germans  feeni 
to  baye  been  the  jnpft  dijjiijngui/hed  both  by  their 
manners  and. political  inftitqtions,  and  to  hay« 
cari^ied  to  the  higheft  pitch  the  virtues  of  valouF 
and  love  of  liberty  \  the  ojily  virtues  which  caA 
have  pl^»ce  an;)png  an  uncivilized  people,  where 
juftice  and   hujnanity  ar^  commonly  neglected. 
Kingly  governmeat,  even  when  eltablifhed  among 
the  Germans  (for  it  was  not  univerlal)  poJOefled  a 
very  limited  authority  i  and  though  the  fovereign 
was  nfually  chpicn  from  amoiigfl:  the  royal  family^ 
he  was  directed,  isx  every  meaiure  by  the  common 
cpnienc  of  tl>e  nation  ovci-  whom  he  prerided«: 
When   any  important  affairs  were  tranfafted,  all 
the  warriors  met  in  arms  :  the  men  of  greatelt  au- 
thority employed  perfuafion  to  engage  their  con- 
fent;  the  people  exprefled  their  approbation  by 
rattling  their  armour,  or  their  diflent  by  murmurs ; 
there  was  no  neceflity  for  a  nice  fcrutiny  of  votes 
among  a  multitude,  who  were  ufually  carried  with 
aftrong  current  to  one  fide  or  the  other  j  and  the 
meafure,  thus  fuddcnly  chofen  by  general  agree- 
naent^  was  executed  with  alacrity,  and  prolcdutcd 
with  vigour.     Even  in  war,  thic  princes  governed 
more  by  example  than  by  authority ;  but  in  peace 
the  civil  union  was  in  a  great  meafure  diflblved, 
and  the  inferior  leaders  admrniftered  jufticc,  after 
an  independent  manner,  each  in  his  particular  dif- 
tri£L    Thefe  >^ct<:  elected  by  die  vote^  of  the  pco- 
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pie  in  their  great  councils  -,  and  chough  rcgaj:d 
was  paid  to  nobility  in  the  choice,  their  peribnal 

aualities,  chiefly  their  valour,  procured  them  front 
le  fuffraffes  oi  Uieir  xellow-citizens  that  honoura^^ 
ble  but  dangerous  diftindtion.  The  warriors  of 
each  tribe  attached  themfelves  to  their  leader,  with 
the  mod  devoted  afieftion,  and  inoll  unfhaken  con- 
ftancy.  They  attended  him  as  an  ornamenc  in 
peace,  as  his  defence  in  war,  as  his  council  in  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice.  Their  conftant  emula- 
tion in  military  renown  diflblved  not  that  inviola- 
ble fnendfhip  which  they  profefled  to  their  chief- 
tain and  to  each  other.  To  die  for  the  honour  of 
their  band  was  their  chief  ambition  :  To  furvive 
its  difgrace,  or  the  death  of  their  leader,  was  infa- 
mous. They  even  carried  into  the  field  their  wo- . 
men  and  children,  who  adopted  all  the  martial  fen- 
timents  of  the  men.  And  oeing  thus  impelled  by 
every  human  motive,  they  were  invincible ;  where 
thev  were  not  oppofed,  either  by  the  fimilar  manners 
ana  inftituticns  of  the  neighbouring  Germans,  or 
by  the  fuperior  difcipline,  arms,  and  numbers  of 
the  Romans. 

The  leaders  and  their  military  companions  were 
maintained  by  the  labour  of  their  flaves,  or  by 
that  of  the  weaker  and  iels  warlike  part  of  the  com- 
munity, whom  they  defended.  The  contributions^ 
which  they  levied,  went  not  beyond  a  bare  fub- 
fiftence^  and  the  honours,  acquired  hy  a  fuperior 
rank,  vrar  the  only  reward  of  their  luperior  dan- 
gers and  fatigues.  All  the  rcrBncd  arts  of  life 
were  unknown  among  the  Germans ;  tillage  itfelf 
was  almoft  wholly  neglefted  :  They  feem  to  have 
been  even  anxious  to  prevent  any  improvements  of 
that  nature ;  and  the  leaders,  by  annually  diftri- 
buting  an^  all  the  land  among  the  inhabitants 
of  each  village,  prevented  them  from  attaching 
thcmlf Ivei  to  particular  pofTeflTions,  or  making  any 

fuch 
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tttch  progrds  in  agriculture  as  might  divert  their 
attention  from  miliury  expeditions^  the  chief  oc-^ 
cupation  of  the  community. 

The  Saxons  had  been  for  fome  time  regarded  as 
one  of  the  moft  warlike  tribes  of  this  fierce  people, 
and  had  become  the  terror  of  the  neighbouring  na« 
tions.     They  had  difFufed  themfelves  from  the 
Borthern  parts  of  Germany  and  the  Cimbrian  Cher- 
ibnefus,  and  had  taken  pofleffion  of  all  Uie  fea* 
coaft  from  the  mouth  oi  the  Rhine  to  Jutland ; 
whence  they  had  long  infefted  by  their  piracies  all . 
the  eaftern  and  fouthern  parts   of  Britain,  and 
northern  of  Gaul.    In  order  to  oppofe  their  in- 
roads, the  Romans  had  eftablifhed  an  officer  whom 
they  called  Count  of  the  Saxon  Jhore :  and  as  the 
naval  arts  can  only  flourifh  among  a  civilized  peo« 
pie,  they  feem  to  have  been  more  fuccefsful  in  re- 
pelling the  Saxons  than  any  of  the  other  barbari- 
ans by  whom  they  were  invaded.     The  diflbluti- 
on  ot  the  Roman  power  invited  them  to  renew 
their  inroads ;  and  it  was  an  acceptable  circum- 
ftance,  that  the  deputies  of  the  Britons  appeared 
among  them^  and  prompted  them  to  undertake  an 
enterprizc,  to  which  they  were  of  themfelves  fuffi- . 
ciently  inclined. 

Hengift  and  Horfa  were  two  brothers,  who  pof- 
feffed  great  credit  among  the  Saxons,  and  were 
much  celebrated  both  for  their  valour  and  nobility. 
They  were  reputed,  as  moft  of  the  Saxon  princes, 
to  be  fprung  from  Woden,  who  was  worfhipped 
as  a  god  among  thofe  nations,  and  they  a  re  faid  to  be 
hisgreat-grandfons  i  a  circumftance  which  added 
much  to  their  authority.  We  fliall  not  attempt 
to  trace  any  higher  the  origin  of  thofe  princes  and 
nations.  It  is  evident  what  fruiilels  labour  it  muft 
be  to  fearch  in  thofe  barbarous  and  illiterate  ages 
tor  the  annals  of  a  people,  when  their  firft  leaders, 
known  in  any  true  hiftory,  were  believed  by  them 

c  to 
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fo  be  the  fourth  in  defcenc  from  a  fabulous  deity^ 
or  from  a  man  exalted  by  ignorance  into  that  chat- 
ra£ben  The  dark  induftry  of  antiquarians,  led  hf 
fanciful  analogies  of  namesy  or  by  uncertain  tradi- 
tions^ would  in  vain  attempt  to  pierce  into  that 
deep  obfcurity,  which  covers  the  remote  hiftory  of 
chofe  nations. 

Thefe  two  brothers,  obfervin^  the  other  pr^ 
vinces  of  Germany  to  be  occupied  by  a  warlike 
and  neceflitous  people,  and  the  rich  provinces  <Kf 
Gaul  already  conquered  or  over-run  by  other  Ger- 
man tribes,  found  it  eafv  to  perfuade  their  conn* 
trymen  to  embrace  the  fole  cnterprize,  which  prdi* 
mifed  a  favourable  opportunity  <^difplaying  tkeif 
valour  and  gratifying  their  avidity.  They  cnv- 
barked  their  troops  in  three  vefTels,  and  about  the 
year  449  or  450,  carried  over  1600  men,  who  land^ 
edin  the  ifleof  Thanet,  and  immediately  marched 
to  the  defence  of  the  Britons  againft  the  northern 
invaders.  The  Scots  and  PiAs  were  unable  to  re- 
fiA  the  valour  of  theft  auxiliaries  ^  and  the  Britona 
applauding  their  own  wifdom  in  calling  over  the 
Saxons,  hoped  thenceforth  to  enjoy  peace  and  &- 
curity  under  the  powerful  proteftion  of  that  war- 
like people. 

But  Hengift  and  Horfa,  perceiving  from  their 
eafy  viAory  over  the  Scots  and  Pifts,  with  whatfa* 
eiliiry  they  might  fubdue  the  Britons  themfelves, 
who  had  not  been  aUe  to  refill  thofe.  feeble  inva- 
ders, were  determined  toconquer  and  fight  for  their 
ewR  grandeur,  not  for  the  dctence  of  their  degene^ 
rate  allies.  They  fent  intelligence  to  Saaeony  of 
the  fertility  and  riches  of  Britain  •,  and  reprefented 
as  certain  the  fubjeftion  of  a  people^  fo  long  dif^fed 
to  arms,  who,  being  now  cut  off  from  the  Roman 
empire,  of  which  they  were  a  province  during  fo 
many  ages,  had  not  yet  acquired  any  unon  among 
themfelves,  and  were  devoid  of  aUf  umS&on  to  their 

new 
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WW  libercifu,  and.of  all  national  attachments  ah4 
regards.    The  vices  and  puiillanimity  of  Vorti- 
gern,  the  Brittlh  leader,  were  a  new  ground  of 
no{«  i  and  the  Saxons  in  Germany  following  fuch 
ttrceable  profpefts,  foon  reinforced  Hengift  and 
Horfa  with  5000  mcii,  who  came  over  in  feventecn 
▼diels.     The  Britons  began  now  to  entertain  ap- 
mehcnfions  of  their  allies,  whofe  numbers  they 
tbund  continually  augmentinj^ ;  but  thought  of  no 
mnedy,  except  m  a  paflive  I'ubmiffion  and  conni* 
Vance.    This  weak'  expjcdient  foon  failed  them. 
Tb  Saxbns  fought  a  auarrd  by  complaining  that 
their  fubfic^  were  ill  paid,  and  their  provifions 
Mthdrawn :  And  immediately  taking  off  the  mafk, 
ihnrfomfied  an  alliance  with  the  Pifts  and  Scots^ 
mdproceeded  to  open  hoftilitv  againft  the  Britons. 
'   tne  Britons,  impelled  by  thefe  violent  extremi- 
ties^^ and  firll  of  indignation  againft  their  treacherous 
aioSiaries,  were  neceflitated  to  take  arms-,  and 
having  depofed  Yortigern^  who  had  become  odious 
fronihis  vices,  and  from  the  bad  event  of  his  rafh 
couflfels,  they  put  themfelves  under  the  commajid 
of  hit  fon,  Vortimcr.     They  fought  many  battles 
with  their  enemies ;   and  though  the  viftories  in 
thdh  aAions  be  difputed  between  the  Britilh  and 
Saxon  annalifts,  the  progrefs  ftill  made  by  the  Sax- 
ons proves  that  the  advantage  was  commonly  on 
their  fide.  In  one  battle,  however,  fought  at  Eglcs- 
ford,  now  Ailsford,  Horfa,  the  Saxon  general,  was 
llain  i  and  left  the  fole  command  over  his  country- 
men in  thchands  of  Hengift.     This  aftiye  general, 
Continually  reinforced  by  frefh  numbers  from  Ger- 
many,  carried  devaftation  into  the  moft  remote 
comers  of  Britain ;  and  being  chiefly  anxious  to 
fpread  the  terror  of  his  arms,  he  fpared  neither  age, 
nor  fcx,  nor  condition,  wherever  he  marched  with 
h\i  vi&orious  forces.     The  private  and  public  edi- 
fices of  tlie  Britons  werc.reduccd  to  afties :  The    . 
c  2  priefts^ 
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priefts  were  flaughtercd  on  the  altars  by  thofe  jdo» 
fatrous  ravagers :  The  bifliops  and  nobility  fliarej 
the  fate  of  the  vulgar :  The  people  flying  intp  thq 
niountains  and  de^rts,  were  intercepted  ^nd  but^ 
chered  in  heaps :  Some  were  glad  to  accept  of  lifo 
and  (ervitude  under  their  victors  •,  others,  dcfert? 
ing  their  native  countrvt  took  flieltcr  in  the  prob- 
vince  of  Annorica ;  where,  being  chariubly  rer 
ceived  by  a  people  of  the  fame  language  and  man? 
ners;'they  fettled  in  great  numbers,  and  gave  the 
country  the  Name  of  Brittany. 

The'Britiih  writers  afTign  one  cau&„  which  fajci- 
litated  the  entrance  of  the  Saxons  into  this  iftand;, 
the  love  with  which  Vortigern  was  at  Erlt  feize^ 
for^^Rpvena,  the  daughter  of  Hengift,  and  which 
xhat  attful  warrior  m^e  ufeof  to  blind  the  eyes  of 
the  iiiip^udent  monarch.  The  fame  biftorkns  addi^ 
that  Vortiracr  died,  and  Vortigern,  btring  restored 
to  the  throne,  accepted  of  a  banquet  from  Hengifl:, 
at  Stonehenge ;  where  300  of  his  nobility  wece 
treacherouQy  (laughtered,  and  liimfelf  detained  capt 
tive.  But  thefe  ftories  feem  to  have  been  inveat* 
ed  by  the  Wellh  authors,  in  order  to  palliate  the 
weak  refiftance  ipade  at  firll  by  their  countrymen, 
and  to  account  for  the  progrels  and  li^entioys  de- 
vacations  of  the  Saxons. 

After  the  death  of  Vortimer,  Ambrofius,  a  B/i- 
ton,  tko*  of  Roman  defceiit,  was  invefted  with  the 
commahd  over  his  countrymen,  and  endeavpuredt 
not  without  fuccefs^  to  unite  them  in  their  xe^ftance 
againft  the' Saxons.  Thefe  contefts  c^icrea&d  the 
animofity  between  the  two  nations,  and  roufed  the 
mihtary  fpirit  of  the  ancient  inhabitants,  wlyth  had 
before  Wn  funk  irito  fuch  a  fatal  lethargy.  Hen- 

Sift,  however,^  rxot^ithftanding  Uieir  oppofition, 
ill  kept  his  ground  in  B;-itain  ;  and  in  order  to 
divide  the  forces  and  attention  of  the  Briton^  be 
catted  oyer  a  new  tribe  of  S^ons,  iinder  the  com* 

mand 
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jftfnd  of  his  brother  0^:{^  and  of  Ebifla  the  foix 

(»fO£ta;  and  he  fettled  them  in  Northumberland, 

fk  himfelf  remained  in  th?  fuythern  parts  of  the 

iflaiid,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  th^  kingdom  of 

JCent,  comprehending  the  county  of  (hat  name. 

Middlefex,  ElTex,  and  part  of  S\)rry.     He  fixed 

his  royal  feat  at  Canterbury ;  where  h?  governed 

fbout  forty  years,  and  he  di^d  in  or  near  the  year 

488,  leaving  his  newly-acquired  dominiot^s  to  his 

pofterity. 

The  fuccefs  of  Hengift  excited  (he  avidity  of  the 
other  northern  Germans ;  and  at  different  tiipe^ 
jind  under  different  leaders^  they  flocked  over  in 
piultitudes  xo  the  inyafion  of  this  ifland.     Thefe 
conquerors  were  chiefly  compofed  of  three  tribes, 
the  Saxons,  Angles,  and  Jutes,  who  pafled,  aU  of 
them,  under  the  common  appellation,  fomttime$ 
of  Saxons,  fometimes  of  Angles  •,    and  fpeak- 
|ng  the  fame  language,  and  being  governed  by  tjie 
fame  inftitutions,  they  were  naturally  led,  from 
ihefe  ca\|fes,  as  well  as  from  their  common  interelt, 
to  unite  f  hemfelves  againfl:  the  ancient  inhabitants. 
The  refiftaqce  ho^V^r,  though  unequal,  was  (till 
maintained  by  th^  Britons  -,  but  became  every  day 
more  feeble :    And  this  misfortune  admitted  of 
few  intervals,  till  they  were  driven  into  Cornwall 
and  Wales,  and  received  protedion  from  the  rcr 
mote  fituation  or  inacceflible  mountains  of  thofc 
countries. 

T)ie  ^rft  Saxon  ftate  after  that  of  Kent,  which 
was  ^ftabiifhed  in  Britain,  was  the  kingdom  of 
South-Saxony.  In  the  year  477,  iElla,  a  Saxon 
chiefcaint  broMght  over  an  army  from  Germany  1 
and  landing  on  the  fouthern  coaft,  proceeded  to 
take  poQc^on  ot  thp  neighbouring  territory,  The 
Britons,  now  armed,  abandoj^ed  not  tamffly  their 
poflefiions ;  nor  were  they  expelled,  till  defeated  in 
maiiiy  Imttles  by  their  iRrarlike  invaders.    The  moft 

mcmora- 
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IBcmwable  aft'ion  menuoned  by  hiftorians,  is  thic 
of  Mcarcredes-Burn  5  where,  though  the  Saxon» 
fccm  to  have  obtained  the  viftory,  they  fuftcred  fo 
confidcrablc  a  Jofs,  as  fomewhat  retarded  the  pro- 
Krcis  bf  their  congucfts.  But  -ffiUa,  reinforced  by 
frefli  numbers  of  his  countrymen,  again  took  the 
field  ^ifiinft  the  Britons  ^  and  laid  fiege  to  An- 
dred-C!eafter,  which  was  defended  by  the  garrifon 
and  the  inhabitants  with  defperate  valour.  The 
Saxons,  enraged  by  this  refiftance,  and  by  the  &r 
'cigiies  and  dangers  which  they  had  fuftained,  re- 
ciotrbled  their  eflforts  againft  the  place,  and  when 
ihafters  of  it,  put  all  their  enemies  to  the  fwo^ 
without  diftindion.  This  dccifive  advantage  fe- 
cur^d  the  conquefts  of  £lla,  whoafiumed  the  name 
erf*  king,  and  extended  his  dominion  over  Sufiex 
•a(ftd  a  great  part  of  Surry.  He  was  ftppped  in  lus 
pVogirel's  to  the  eaft  by  the  kingdom  of  Kent :  Jn 
that  to  the  weft  by  another  tribe  of  Saxons,  ^p 
had  taken  pofleflion  of  that  territory, 

Thefe  Saxons,  from  the  fituation  of  the  eourir 
try  in  which  they  fettled,  were  called  the  Weft- 
Saxons,  and  landed  in  the  year  495,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Cerdic,   and  of  his  fon  Kendric.     The 
Britons"  were,  by  paft  experience,  fo  much  on  their 
guard,  and  fo  well  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy^ 
that  they  gave  battle  to  Cerdic  the  very  day  of  his 
landing;  and  though  vanquilhed,  ftill  deterided^ 
for  fome  time,  their  liberties  againfl:  the  invadtu^s. 
None  of  the  other  tribes  of  Saxons  met  with-  fuch 
vigorous  refiftance,  or  exerted*  fuch  valour  and 
perfevcrance  in  pulhing  their  conquefts.    .Cerdic 
was:  even  obliged  to  call  for  the  afliftance  of  his 
'  tountrj-ineii  from  the  kingcioms  of  Kent  and  Suf- 
tck,  as  well  as  from  Germany,  and  he  was.  thence 
*^^jbin6dby  a  frcfh  army  under  the  command  of  Porte, 
'  aiid  of  his  fotis  Bleda  and  Megla.     Strengtten- 
'  Ctf  by  thefe  firccours,  he  fought  in  the  jwan  50*  a 
•■'•    '  defpe- 
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^jMperate  battle  with  the  Britons,  commanded  bj 
Hazan-Leod^  their  leader^  who  was  vidtorious  ui 
die  beginning  of  the  a^ion,  and  routed  the  winm 
inwhichCerdic  himfelf  commanded.  ButKendric^ 
^hb  had  prevailed  in  the  other  wing,  brought  timelj 
affiibmce  to  his  father,  and  reftored  the  bactk^ 
irbkrh^nded  in  a  complete  viAcMy  on  the  fide  of  the 
SuEOns,  Nazan-Lecxi  perifhed  with  5000  of  hk 
army :  But  left  the  Britons  more  weakened  than 
l£f€0uraged  by  his  death.  The  war  dill  continvo* 
€d,  though  the  fuccefs  was  commonly  on  the  fick 
if  the  Saxons,  whofe  ihort  fwords  and  cloie  man^ 
ner  of -fighting,  gave  them  great  advanta^over 
Ae  miffile  weapons  of  the  Britons.  Cerdic  Waft 
aoi  wanting  to  his  good  fortune ;  and  in  order  to 
eitend  his  conqueils,  he  laid  fiege  to  Mount  Ba^ 
fkm  or  Baneidowne,  near  Bath,  whither  tlie  moft 
oUtmace  of  the  difcomficcd  Britons  had  retiredL 
The  foiKhern  Britons,  in  this  extremity,  appHed 
for  afliftance  to  Arthur^  prince  of  the  Silurcs,  whefe 
heioic  valour  now  fuftained  the  dech'ning  fate  of 
his  country.  This  is  that  Arthur  fo  much  cele- 
'k'ated  by  the  fongs  of  Talieflin,  and  the  other 
Britifli  bards,  and  whofe  military  atchievements 
liave  been  blended  with  fo  many  fables,  as  to  givte 
occafion  for  entertaining  a  doubt  of  his  real  exift- 
ciice.  But  poets, though  theydisfigurethemoftcer- 
tamhiftory  by  their  fiftions,  and  ufcftrange  liberties 
irtlh  truth  where  they  are  the  fole  hiltorians,  as 
among  the  Britons,  have  commonly  fome  founda^ 
tion  for  their  wildeft  exaggerations.  Certain  it'  is, 
chat  the  fiege  of  Badon  was  raifed  by  tlie  Briton!?, 
in  t\»  year  520,  and  the  Saxons  there  difcomikcti 
in- a  great  battle.  This  misfortune  flopped  tl* 
pfegrefs  of  Cerdic  ;  but  was  not  fufficient  io  wrc^ft 
from  him  the  conqueits  which  he  had  already  made. 
He  and  hisfon  Kendric,  whofucceededhimvrf^- 
Mifli€d^  fhtf  kingdom-  of  the  Weft-Saxons  -^ef 

,     Wcflcxj 
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WefiifX)  over  the  counties  df  Hantsj  Dorfee^  Wiltt^ 
Berks,  and  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  left  their  newly-» 
acquired  dominions  to  their  pofterity .  Cerdic  died 
in  534,  Kendric  in  560^ 

While  the  Saxons  made  this  progrefs  in  the 
fouth,  their  countrymen  were  not  lefs  aAive  in 
other  quarters;  In  the  year  527,  a  great  tribe  of 
adventurers,  under  feveral  leaders,  landed  on  the 
eaft  coaft  of  Britain  •,  and  after  fighting  many  bat^ 
tles^  of  which  hiftory  has  preferved  no  particular 
account,  they  eftabliihed  three  new  kin^oms  in 
thisifland.  Uffa  afllimed  the  title  ofkingoftht 
Eaft- Angles  in  575  *,  Crida  that  of  Mercia  in  585 1 
and  Erkenwin  that  of  Eaft-Saxony  or  ElTex^  nearly 
about  the  fame  time  •»  but  the  year  is  unceruini 
This  latter  kingdom  was  difmembered  from  that 
of  Kent^  and  comprehended  Eflex,  Middlefex,  and 
|>art  of  Hertfordfhire.  That  of  the  Eaft-Anjgles^ 
the  toundes  of  Cambridge,  Suffolk,  and  Norfolk  j 
Mercia  was  extended  over  all  the  middle  counties^ 
from  the  banks  of  the  Severn,  to  the  frontiers  of 
thefe  two  kingdoms> 

The  Saxons,  foon  after  the  landing  of  tiengifi:^ 
had  been  planted  in  Northumberland  •,  but  meetintt 
with  an  obftinate  refiftance,  and  making  but  fmaS 
progrefs  in  fubduing  the  inhabitants,  uieir  affairs 
were  in  fo  unfcctled  a  condition,  that  none  of  their 
princes  for  a  long  time  affumed  the  appellation  of 
king.'  At  laft,  in  547,  Ida,  a  Saxon  prince  of  great 
ment,  who  claimed  a  defcent,  as  did  all  the  othaf 
princes  of  that  nation,  from  Woden,  brought  over 
a  reinforcement  from  Germany,  and  enabled  the 
l^ordiumbrians  to  carry  on  their  conquefts  againft 
the  Britons.  He  entirely  fubdued  the  county 
nom  6dkd  Northumberland,  the  bifliopric  of  Dur- 
ham, as  well  as  fome  of  the  fouth-eaft  counties  of 
SoPtland  i  and  he  aflumed  the  crown  under  the  tU 
Al  if .  kiiig  iff  Bernicia.    Nearljr  id^out  the  lame 

time 
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tiine,  iElla,  another  Saxon  prince,  having  co^* 
ouertd  Lancafliire,  and  the  greateii  part  of  York- 
fliire,  received  the  appellation  of  King  of  Deiri. 
Thelc  two  kingdoms  were  united  in  the  perfon  of 
Etlielirid,  grandion  of  Ida,  who  married  Acca, 
the  daughter  of  JElh ;  and  expelling  her  brother 
EdwiOy  eilablifhed  one  of  the  moft  powerful  of 
the  Saxon  kingdoms,  under  the  title  of  Northum- 
berland. How  far  his  dominions  extended  into 
the  country  now  called  Scotland  is  uncertain ;  but 
it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  all  the  lowlands,  efpe- 
cially  the  eaft  coaft  of  that  country,  were  peopled 
m  a  ^reat  oieafure  from  Germany  -,  though  the  ex* 
peditions,  made  by  the  feveral  Saxon  adventurers, 
have  efcaped  the  records  o£  hiftory.  The  language 
ipoke  in  thofe  countries,  which  is  purely  Saxon, 
is  a  ftronger  proof  of  this  event,  than  can  be  op- 
poied  by  the  imperfed,  or  rather  fabulous  annals, 
which  are  obtruded  on  us  by  the  Scots  hiftorians. 

The  HEPTARCliY. 

THUS  was  eftabliflied,  after  a  violent  conteft 
of  near  a  hundred  and  fifty  years,  the  Hep- 
tarchy, or  Seven  Saxon  kingdoms,  in  Britain;  and 
the  whole  fouthern  part  of  the  ifland,  except  Wales 
and  Cornwall,  had  totally  changed  its  inhabitants, 
language,  cuftoms,  and  political  inftitutions.  The 
Britons,  under  the  Roman  dominion,  had  made 
fuch  advances  towards  arts  and  civil  manners,  that 
they  had  built  twenty-eight  confiderable  cities 
within  their  province,  befides  a  great  number  of 
villages  and  country- feats  ;  but  the  fierce  conque- 
rors, by  whom  they  were  now  fubdued,  threw 
every  thing  back  into  ancient  barbarity  j  and  thbfe 
few  natives,  who  were  not  either  maflacred  or  ex- 
pell^  their  habitations,  were  reduced  to  the  moff 
^  ''■'"  d  at^tSa 
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abjeft  flavery.    None  of  the  other  oortlier^'cbii. 

querors,  the  Franks,  Goths,  Vandals,  or  Bur- 
-gundians,  thdugh  they  over-ran  the  fouthern' po- 

Tinces,  like  a  mighty  torrent,  made  luch  devdla- 
.  tions  in  the  conquered  territories,  or  were  inflacmifcl 
"into  fuch  a  violent  animofity  againft  the  ancient 

.inhabitants.    As  the  Sa>cons  came  over  at  intervills 

in  feparate  bodies,  the  Britons,  however  at  firit 
'  iihwarlike,  were  tempted  to  make  refiftance  }'*aBd 
•hoftilities  bemg  thereby  prolonged,  proved  more 

iJeftruftive  to  both  parties,  cfpecially  to  the  van- 

Siiilhed.     The  firft  invaders  from  Germaqy^iin- 
ead  of  excluding  other' advtlnturers,' who 'mufl: 
fhare  with  them  the  fpoih  ahd  ptt^rty  of  de«n* 
i-ient  inhabitants.  Were  obliged  to  invite  owrfrdh 
liipplies  from  their  own  country  i  and  a  tocat^Acx- 
^  termination  of  the  Britons  became  the  fete  CQcpe- 

•  dient  for  providing  a  fettlement  and  fubfifttnceiyo 
the  new  planters.  Hence  there  have  been  i^abind 
in  hiftory  few  conquefts  more  ruinous  than  that  of 
the  Saxons ;  and  few  revolutions  more  violent 
than  that  which  they  introduced. 

So  long  as  the  conteft  was  maintained  with  the 
natives,  the  feveral  Saxon  priilcesi  preierved[\n 
union  of  counfels  and  Interefte)  but  mei"tho%ri- 
tons  were  (hut  up  in  the  barren  (Countries  of  Goto- 

*  wall  and  Wales,  and  gave  no  farther  in^uictikle 
to  die  conquerors,  the  band  of  alliance  was  in  a 

Seat  meaiure  diflblved  among  the  princes  of  the 
eptarchy;  and  though  one  prince  leemft  ftiltto 
have  been  allowed,  or  to  have  aflfumed,^  ah  atfbcn- 
dant  over  the  whole,  his  authority^  if  it  oUght 
ever  to  be  deemed  regular  ot  legal;  wds  extfehiely 
limited ;  and  each  ilate  ieifted  as  if  it  had  been  to* 
,  tally  feparate,  and  independent  of  the  reft.   Wars, 
'  therefore,  and  revolutions  iind'diflentions  werd^un- 
^  avoidable  among  a  turbuteifl!  and  military  {people; 
'  And  thfelc  events^  however  iiltricatfe  or  codtUiStd, 

(hould 
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ffiDu]diiKn^.bcCQtm  the  objc^  of  our  attention, 
ftit^  Md^  to  thf  di/Hculty  of  canning  on  at  once 
che^Kiftoiy  of  f^vcn  independent  kingdoips,  there 
iia  grea^  dilcouragiement  to  a  writer,  arifing  froni' 
the  uqcertainty,  at  leait  barrennefs,  of  the  ac- 
amors,  txanfmittjpd;  to  us.    The  Monks,  who  were 
the.onLy  annalifts  dwng  thole  ages»  lived  remote 
fioo)  plublic  aiSairs,  coniidered  the  civil  tranfac- 
dooa.  a^  entirel^r  fubordinate  to  the  ecclefiaftical, 
andi.befides  partaking  oi^  the  ignorapce  and  barba^ 
rkf,  which  were  then  univerial,  were  ftrongly  in- 
frao^  with  credulity,  with  the  love  of  wonder, 
9pi  with  a  pix>penfity  to  impofture ;  vices  almoin 
iofeparable  frpm  their  profeflion  and  manner  of 
lifi^  The  hiftory  of  that  period  abounds  in  names, 
hptis  extr^m^ly  barren  of  event^ ;  ox;  the  events 
Ve  related  fp.  niuch  without  circgniflances  and 
aufes,  that  the  mQft  profound  or  ihoft  eloquent 
writer  muft  defpair  ot  rendering  them  cither  in- 
ftrii&ive  or  enteruining  to  the  leader.     Even  the 
great  learning  and  vigorous  imagination  of  MiU 
ton  funk   under  the  weight;    and   this  author 
ftruplcs  nqt  to  declare,  that  he  efteems  the  fkir- 
mi&ics  of  kites  or  crows  as  much  deferving  a  par- 
ocular  narrative,  as  tj^e  confufed  tranfa^tions  and 
bactles  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy.    In  order,  how- 
ever,  to  conned:  the  even^  in  fpfp?  tolerable  mea- 
fure,  we  fhall  give  a  fuccinjfl  ^ccoufit  of  the  fuc^ 
<xffion  of  kings,  and  of  tl)e  more  remarkable  revor 
lutibns  in  each  particular  kingdoip -,    beginning 
wuh  diat  of  IO:nt,  which  was  tb^  iirit  eftapliAiccH 

Th^  J54;?gfJofla  of  Kent. 

ESC  US  fucceeded  his  father  Hengift  in  the 
kingdom  of  Kent;  but  fcems  not  to  have 
aflefled  the  nulitary  reputation  enjoyed  by  that 
d  2  conqueror, 


cdhqueror;  who  firft  made  way  for  theentrftnee  of 
the  Saxon  arms  into  Britain.  All  the  Saxons,  wbw- 
fought  the  fame  of  valour,  or  new  eftabliflimentti  * 
by  arms,  flocked  to  the  ftandard  of  £lia,  kin^of ' 
Suflex,  who  was  carrying  on  fuccefsful  war  againft 
the  Britons,  and  laying  the  foundations  of  a  nevr 
kingdom.    Efcus  was  contented  to  pollefs  in  xnn^ 
quiUity  the  kingdom  of  Kent,  which  he  left  in' 
512  to  his  fon  Ofta,   in  whofe  time  the  Eaft-* 
Saxons  eftablifhed  their  monarchy,  and  difmetn-. 
bered  the  provinces  of  Eflex  and  Middlefex  from 
that  of  Kent.     His  death,  after  twenty-two  years 
reign,  made  room  for  his  fon  Hermenric  in  534^ 
who  performed  nothing  memorable  during  a  reign 
of  thirty-two  years ;  except  aflbciating  with  hhn 
his  fon,  Ethelbert,  in  the  government,  in  order* 
the  better  to  fecure  the  fucceflion  in  his  family^ 
and  prevent  fuch  revolutions  as  are  incident  tp  t 
turbulent  and  barbarous  monarchy. 

Ethelbert  revived  the  reputation  of  his  family^ 
which  had  languilhed  for  fome  generations.  The 
inaAivity  of  his  predecelfors,  and  the  (ituation  of 
his  country,  fecured  from  all  hoftility  with  the 
Britons,  feem  to  have  much  weakened  the  warlike 
geriius  of  the  Kentifh  Saxons ;  and  Ethelbert,  in 
his  firit  attempt  to  ^grandize  his  country,  and 
diftinguiih  his  own  name,  met  with  very  bad  iuc» 
cefs.  He  was  twice  difcomfited  in  battle  by 
Ceaulin,  king  of  WeflTex,  and  obliged  to  yield  the 
fuperiority  in  the  Heptarchy  to  that  ambitious 
monarch,  who  preferved  no  moderation  in  his  vie* 
tory,  and  by  fubjefting  the  kingdom  of  Suflex^ 
excited  jealoufy  in  all  the  other  princes,  An  allb- 
ciation  was  formed  againft  him,  and  Ethelbert, 
entrufted  with  the  command  of  the  allies,  fought 
him  in  a  great  battle,  and  obtained  a  decifive  vic- 
tory. Ceaulin  died  foon  after,  and  EthelbertfuCr 
ceeded,  as  well  to  his  afcendant  among  the-Saxon 

ftates^ 
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iteces^  as  to  his  other  ambitious  and  cxorbitanc 
prqc^.     He  reduced  all  the  princcSi  except  the 
kiqg  of  NoithumbeFland,  to  a  Arid  dependance 
upon  him  \  and  even  eftablilhed  hipifelf  by  force 
on  the  throne  of  Mercia^  the  mod  extenfive  of  the  , 
Saxon  kingdoms.     Apprehenfive,  however,  of  4 . 
din«rou:$  league  againft  him,  like  that  by  which' 
he  hm)felf  had  been  enabled  to  overthrow  Ceaulin^  . 
he  had  the  prudence  to  refign  the  throne  of  Mer-« 
cia  to  Webba,  the  rightful  heir,  the  fon  of  Crida, . 
who  had  firft  founded  that  monarchy.    But  gf>* 
nmcd  ftill  by  ambition  more  than  by  jyfti  e,  ho 
gave  Wcbba  the  pofleflion  of  the  crown  on  fuch 
conditions,  as  rendered  him  little  better  than  a  tri-^ 
butary  prince  under  his  artful  benefaftor. 

But  the  moil  memorable  and  moft  fortunate 
erent,  which  diftinguiOied  the  reign  of  ihis  great 
prince,  was  the  introduftion  of  the  Chriftian  Re- 
ligion among  the  Englifh  Saxons.  The  fuperfti- 
tbn  of  the  Germans,  particularly  hat  of  the 
Saxons,  was  of  the  grofleft  and  moil  barbarous 
kind;  and  being  founded  on  certain  traditional 
tales,  receiv^  trom  their  anceftors,  not  reduced 
to  any  fyftem,  nor  fupported  by  political  infticu- 
tions,  like  that  of  the  Druids,  it  feems  to  have 
made  little  impreifion  on  its  votaries,  and  to  have 
cafily  refigned  its  place  to  the  new  doctrine  pro^ 
mulgated  to  them.  Woden,  whom  they  believed 
the  anceftor  of  all  their  princes,  was  regarded  as 
the  god  of  war,  and,  by  a  natural  coniequence, 
became  their  fupreme  deity,  and  the  chiet  obj^£t; 
of  their  religious  worfhip.  They  believed,  that, 
if  they  obtained  the  favour  of  this  divinity  by  their 
valour  ^for  they  made  lefs  account  of  the  other 
virtues),  they  would  be  admitted  after  their  death 
into  his  hall,  and  repofmg  on  couches,  would  fa* 
tiate  themfelves  with  ale  trom  the  fkulU  of  their 
enemies  whom  they  had  (lain  in  battle,    Incited 
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br  thiar  idti  oif  paradife;  which  gratified  at  once- 
tirepaflion  of  revenge  and  that  of  intemperan(3A'. 
tlir  ruling:  inclinations  of  barbarians,  they  delpifiKt- 
tfife'  dangers  of  war,  and*  encreafed  their  native  fet 
rocity  againil  the  vanqujlhed  by  their  religioui* 
pl*ejudices.     We  know  little  of  the  other  theologi^  - 
pM  tenets  of  fhe  Saxons ;  we  only  learn  that  thtty*^ 
iltrt  idolaters  ;  that  they  worlhipped  the  fun  and* 
rtoon  J  tliat  they  adorca  the  god  of  thunder,  urti 
der  the  o^me"  of  Thor  •,  that  they  had  images-  in-' 
their  temples  J  that  they  praftited  facrificcs-  b©- 
litved  firmly  m  fpcjls  and  enchantments  -,  and  ad-.' 
jtiitted  in  general  a  fyftem  of  doftrines,  which  they 
Kcid  as  facred,  but  which,  like  all  other  fuperftl^ 
tions,  muft  bear  the  air  of  the  wildeft  e^trav»f 
«nce,  if  propounded  to  thofe  who  are  not  fami- 
Jf^ized  to  it  from  their  earlieft  infancy. 

The  conftant  hoftilities  which  the  Saxons  main* 
tinned  againft  the  Britons,  would  naturally  indjf- 
pbft  them  for  receiving  the  Chriftian  faith,  when- 
jjfeached  to  them  by  fuch  inveterate  enemies  j 
2nd  perhaps  the  Britons,  as  is  objected  to  them  by 
<Sildas  and  Bede,  were  not  overfond  of  communis 
taring  to  their  cJruel  invaders  the  doftrine  of  ctcr- 
ntAlvti  and  falvation.  But  as  a  civilized  people,* 
hbwevrf  fubdued  by  arms,  (Hll  maintain  a  tenfiblt 
flrtjrt-ioKty  OT^er  barbarous  and  ignorant  nation^, 
all  the  dtner  northein  conquerors  of  Eyrope  {i« 
been  already  induced  to  jembrace  the  Chriftian 
ftith,  which  they  found  eftabliihed  in  the  dmpirei 
ahd  ic  wilS  ibipofTible  but  the  Saxons,  informed  «( 
this  tveht,  muft  have  r^rded  with  ibnie  <]egtw^ 
df  "vwetation  a-  doftrine  which  had  acquired  the 
afcendant  6vcf  all  their  brethren.  However  H- 
/nitcd  in  their  views,  they  could  not  but  hav€  per- 
ceived "a  degree  of  cukivation  in  the  Ibuthern  coun- 
ilHes  beyofnd  tdiat  they  themfelves  pofleffed ;  and 
h  was  tiaturat  for  them  to  yield  to  diat  fvperior 
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^knowledge,  as-wellas  zeal,  by  ^bich  the  inhabit^ 
>ants  of  the  Ghiifkian  kifigdoms  were  even  at.£bu 
( time  ^tliftioffuifhcd. 

'But  thek  caufe&imight  long  have  failed  ofc^ 
'nting  their  efieft,  thad  not  a  favouiable  jncidfinc 
^prepared  the  meaiis  of  introducing  Chrillianity  in- 
-to  Kent.  Ethelbert^  in  his  father's  life-tline^  had 
^married  fiefrtha^  the  only,  daughter  of  Caribert^ 
>king  of  Paris,  one  of  the  defcendants  of  QoviSt 
1  the  conqueror  of  Gaul ;  but  before  be  was.  admk- 
fted'to'this  alliance,  he  was  obliged  to.  ftipulate^ 
^^at  the  princeis  ihould  enjoy  the  free  exercife.of 
iiier  religion  $  a.  concefllon  not  difficult  to  be..ob« 
•{mined  from  the  idolatrous  Saxons.  Bertha  brought 
'  o?er  k  French  bifliop  to  the  court  of  Canterbury ; 

•  and  being  zealous  for  the  propagation  of  her  isdi^ 
:  gfon,  ihe  had  been  very  alTiduous  in  her  devp- 

•  tional  cxercifes,  had  fupported  the  credit  of  iier 
faith  by  an  irreproachable  condudl,  and  had. em- 

-  ployed  every  art  of  infinuacion  and  addrefs  to  re- 
concile her  hufband  to  her  religious  principles. 
'Her  popularity  in  the  court,  and  .her  infiuence 
f  over  Ethelbert,  had  fo  well  paved  the  way  for  the 
'  reception  of  the  Chriftian  dodrine,  that  Gregory, 
'iumamed  the  Great,  the  prefent  Roman  ponoF, 
-'faqan  to  entertain  hopes  of  efitduaiing  a  projed 
>'i9hich  he  himfelf,  before  he.  mounted  ahe.  jiapal 
^  dironc,  had  once  embraced  for  con  venting  the  Bri* 
xifliSuons. 

It  happened,  that  this  prelate,  being  then,  in^  a 
* » private  Itation,.  had  obferved  in  ..the  inarketrpkce 
.  of  Rome  fome  Saxon  youdis^expofed.taiale^  whom 
t-rthc. Roman  merchants;'  in  their  irading  voyages  to 
'  firicainv  had  bought  of  .their  mercenary  parents. 
•^'-Saruckwith  the  beauty  of  their  fair « complexions 
*'-  and  .'blooming  countenances,  i Gregory,  aikedi. to 
« '.ti^hat country  they  belonged*,  and  being. told  they 
^^mcx^'fUtigles^  he.  repliedythat^thcqri (Night. mone  pro- 
perly 
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perly  to  be  draominated  aMgds ;  and  it  was  a  pi£f 
>  that  the  Prince  of  Darknels  ihould  enjoy  fb  £ur  « 
prey,  and  that  fo  beautiful  a  frontiipicce  (hould 
cover  a  mind  devoid  of  internal  grace  and  righte^ ' 
oulhefft.'   Enquiring  farther  concerning  the  name 
of  their  province,   he  was  informed  that  it  was  ■ 
Deiri^  a  oivifion  of  Northumberhmd :  Deiri  I  rt*- 
,  plied  he,  thai  is  good!  Tbey  art  called  to  the  w$mf 
pf  God  from  bis  angor^  De  ira^    Bta  what  is  tbi . 
fuamoftht  kitig  of  thai  province  }    He  was  told  -it' 
was  JEUa  or  AUa  i   jiUelt^ab,  cried  he  :   ^e  wt^ , 
endeavour  that  the  praifes  of  Cod  be  fang  in  tbmr 
country.  Moved  by  theie  allufions,  which  appeared 
to  him  fo  happy,  he  determined  to  undertake  lum^ 
lelf  a  milfion  into  Britain ;  and  having  obta'med 
the  Pope's  permiflion,  he  prepared  for  that  dan- 
gerous journey :    But  his  popularity  at  home  was  • 
{o  great,  that  the  Romans,  unwilling  to  expole . 
him  to  fuch  hazards,  oppofed  his  defign  \  and  he ' 
was  obliged  for  the  preient  to  lay  aiide  farther : 
thoughts  of  executing  that  pious  purpofe*  r 

The  controverfy  between  the  Pagans  and  the; 
Chriflians  was  not  entirely  cooled  in  that  age;  and . 
no  pontiff  before  Gr^ory  had  ever  carried  to 
greater  exceiTes  an  intemperate  zeal  againil  thefor^  - 
mer  religion.     He  had  waged  war  with  all  the  pre^ . 
cious  monuments  of  the  ancients,  and  even  with 
their  writings;  which,  as  appears  from  the  ftrain"' 
of  his  own  wit,  as  well  as  the  ityle  of  his  CompD* 
fitions,  he  had  not  tafte  or  genius  fufficient  to 
comprehend.    Ambitious  to  diftinguifh  his  pon« 
tificafe  by  the  converfion  of  the  Britiih  Saxons^ 
he  pitched  on  Auguftine,  a  Roman  monk,  and 
fent  him  with  forty  aflbciates  to  preach  the  gofpel 
in  this  illand.     Thefe  mifllonaries,  terrified  with 
the  dangers  which  might  attend  their  pn^fing  a 
new  do&rine  to  fo  fierce  a  people,  of  whofe  hoi- 
guage  they  were  entirely  ignoraott  ftopped  fome 
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time  in  France,  and  lent  back  Auguftine  to  lay 
the  hazards  and  difficulties  before  the  Pope,  and 
crave  his  permiflion  to  defift  from  the  undertak- 
ing.   But  Gregory  exhorted  them  to  perievere  in 
their  purpoie,  advifed  them  to  chufe  fome  in^r* 
prefers  from  among  the  Franks,  who  ftill  ^oke 
the  fame  language  with  the  Saxons,  and  recom« 
mended  them  to  the  good  offices  of  queen  Brune* 
haut,  who  had  at  this  time  ufurped  the  fovereign 
DOwer  in  their  country.     This  princefs,  though 
rained  with  every  vice  of  treachery  and  cruelty^ 
either  poflefled  or  pretended  great  zeal  for  the 
caufe;  and  Gregory  acknowledged,  that  to  her 
friendly  affillance  was  in  a  great  mealUre  owing  th^ 
iiiccefs  of  that  undertaking. 

Auguftine,  on  his  arrival  in  Kent  in  the  year 
597,  found  the  danger  much  lefs  than  he  had  appre- 
hended. Ethelbert,  already  well-difpofed  towards 
the  Chriftian  faith,  affigned  him  a  habitation  in 
the  iOe  of  Thanet ;  and  foon  after  admitted  him 
to  a  conference.  Apprehenfive,  however,  that 
ijpells  or  enchantments  might  be  employed  againft 
him  by  priefts,  who  brought  an  unknown  worfhip 
from  a  diftant  country,  he  had  the  precaution  of 
receiving  them  in  the  open  air,  where  he  believed 
the  force  of  their  magic  would  be  more  eafily  dif- 
fipated.  Here  Auguftine,  by  means  of  his  inter- 
preters, delivered  to  him  the  tenets  of  the  Chrif- 
tian faith,  and  promifed  him  eternal  joys  above, 
and  a  kingdom  in  heaven  without  end,  if  he  would 
be  perfuaded  to  receive  that  falutary  dodrine. 
•*  Your  words  and  promifes,"  replied  Ethelbert, 
*^  are  fair  *,  but  becaufe  they  are  new  and  uncer- 
**  tain,  I  cannot  entirely  yield  to  them,  and  relin- 
^^  quiih  the  principles,  which  I  and  my  anceftors 
**  have  fo  long  maintained.  You  are  welcome, 
^^  however,  to  remain  here  in  p^-ace ;  and  as  you 
^  have4inckrtaken  fo  long  a  journey,  folely,  as  it 
-  -  .  -  e  *'  appears. 
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•*  appears,  for  what  you  bdicve  to  be  for  ourad* 
*•  vantage,  I  will  fupply  you  with  all  neoeflaries^ 
**  and  permit  you  to  deliver  your  dodrrine  to  my 
«*  fubjefts/' 

Auguftine,  encouraged  by  this  favourable  re^ 
teption,  and  feeing  now  a  profped:  of  fuccefs,  pro^ 
cceded  with  redoubled  zeal  to  preach  the  gofpel  to 
the  Kentiih  Saxons.  He  attradted  their  attention 
by  the  aufterity  of  his  manners,  by  the  fevere 
penances  to  which  he  fubjefted  himfelf,  by  the 
abftinence  and  felf-dehial  which  he  pra£tifed ;  and 
having  excited  their  wonder  by  a  courfe  of  lifc^ 
which  appeared  fo  contrary  to  nature,  he  procured 
more  cafily  their  belief  for  miracles,  which,  h 
was  pretended,  he  wrought  for  their  converfioil. 
Influenced  by  thefe  motives,  and  by  the  declared 
favour  of  the  court,  numbers  of  the  Kentiih  meti 
were  baptifed  ;  and  the  king  himfelf  was  perfuadcd 
CO  fubmit  to  that  rite  of  Chriftianity.  His  «:• 
ample  wrought  powerfully  on  his  fubjefts  ;  but  lie 
employed  no  force  to  bring  them  ovef  to  the  new 
doctrine.  Auguftine  thought  proper,  in  the  com* 
mencement  of  his  miflion,  to  aflfume  the  appeari* 
ance  of  the  greateft  lenity;  and  he  told  Etheloert, 
that  the  fervice  of  Chrift  muft  be  entirely  vohin- 
tary,  and  that  no  violence  ought  ever  to  be  ufed 
in  propagating  fo  falutary  a  doftrine. 

The  intelligence  received  of  thefe  fpiritual  con* 
quefts  conveyed  great  joy  to  the  Romans,  who 
now  exulted  as  much  in  thofc  peaceful  trophies^ 
as  their  anceftors  had  ever  done  in  their  moft  tan^ 
guinary  triumphs,  and  moft  fplendid  viftories. 
Gregory  wrote  a  letter  to  Ethelbert^  in  which, 
after  informing  him  that  the  end  of  the  woiid  was 
approaching,  he  exhorted  him  to  difplay  hit  zeal 
in  the  convcrfion  of  his  fubjcfts,  to  exert  rigput 
againft  the  worfhip  of  idols,  and  to  build  up  the 
good  work  of  holinefs  by  every  expedient  w  ex- 
hortation. 
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hortacioB,  terror,  blandifliinent,  or  corrcftion  :  A 
doqkrine  snore  fuitable  to  that  age,  and  to  the  ufual 
pq>al  maxims,  than  the  tolerating  principles  which 
Auguftine  had  thought  prudent  to  inculcate.  The 
pomifi'  aifo  anlwered  fome  queilions,  which  the 
miiiionary  had  put  concerning  the  government  of 
the  new  church  of  England.  Befides  gther  queries, 
which  it  is  not  necefiary  here  to  relate,  Augulline 
aiked.  Whether  coufin-germans  might  be  allowed  to 
marry  f  Gregory  anfwcred,  that  that  liberty  had 
iiuieed  been  formerly  granted  by  the  Roman  law ; 
but  that  experience  had  fhewn,  that  no  pofterity 
■  could  ever  come  from  fuch  marriiages;  and  he  « 
theicfore  prohibited  them.     Auguftine  alks,  Whe- 
$ber  ^  woman  pregnant  might  be  baptifed?  Gregory 
Oniwcitd,  that  he  fees  no  objeftion.     How  'foon 
mfter  tke  Urlh  the  child  might  receive  baptifm?     It 
WM.  anfwered.   Immediately,   if  necefiary.     How 
fp^m  a  bujband  might  have  commerce  with  his  wife 
iaf^r  her  delivery?  Not  till  Ihc  had  given  fuck  to 
her  child;  a  pradice  to  which  Gregory  exhorts 
all  woiqen.     How  foon  a  man  might  enter  the  churchy 
tr  receive  the  facrament^  after  having  bad  commerce 
tvitb  his  wife  f  It  was  replied,  that  unlel's  he  had 
approached  her  without  defire,  merely  for  the  fake 
oi.propagating  his  fpecies,  he  was  not  free  from 
(in  ;  but  in  all  cafes  it  was  requifite  for  him,  be- 
fore he  entered  the  church,  or  communicated,  to 
purge  himfclf  by  pra^yer  and  ablution  ;  and  he 
ought  not,  even  after  ufmg  thele  precautions,  to 
participate  immediately  of  the  facred  duties.  There 
are  feme  other  queftions  and  replies  (till  more  in- 
decent and  more  ridiculous.     And  on  the  whole, 
it  appears,  that  Gregory  and  his  mifllonary,   if 
iympathy  of  manners  have  any  influence,  were 
jbecter,  c^culated  than  men  of  more  refined  under- 
(landings,  for  making  a  progreis  with  the  ignorant 
and  barbarous  Saxons. 

e  z  The 
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The  more  to  facilitate  the  reception  of  Ghriffi-^ 
aliity,  Gregory  injoined  Auguftine  to  remove  the 
idols  from  the  Heathen  altars,  but  not  to  ^teftroy 
tht  alters  themfelves;  becaufe  the  people,  he  faki; 
would  be  allured  to  frequent  the  Chriftian  wori 
fliip,  when  they  found  it  celebrated  in  a  place^ 
which  they  were  accuftomed  to  revere  as  nicredU 
And  as  the  Pagans  praftifed  facrifices,  and  feafted 
with  the  priefts  on  their  oflferinn,  he  alio  exhort-- 
cfd  the  miflionary  to  perfuade  them,  on  Chriftkn- 
feftivalir,  to  kill  their  cattle  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  church,  and  to  indulge  themlelves  in  thc^ 
chearful  entertainments  to  which  they  had  been 
habituated.  Thefe  political  compliances  Ihew,- 
that,  notwithftanding  his  ignorance  and  pfejv- 
dices,  he  was  not  unacquainted  with  the  art*  ^• 
governing  mankind.  Auguftine  was  confeerated 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  was  endowed  by  G»- 
gory  with  authority  over  all  the  Britiih  chorcheB,. 
and  received  the  pall,  a  badge  of  ecclefiaftical'ho-' 
nour,  from  Rome.  Gregory  alfo  advifed  him  not 
to  be  too  much  elated  with  his  gift  of  working 
miracles  •,  and  as  Auguftine,  proud  of  th^  foccefs 
of  his  mijnon,  feemed  to  think  himfelf  entitled  to 
extend  his  authority  over  the  biihops  of  Gaul,  the 
Pope  informed  him,  that  they  lay  entirely  with- 
out the  bounds  of  his  jurifdiftion. 

The  riiarriage  of  Ethclbert  with  Bertha,  and 
much  more  his  embracing  Chriftianity,  begot -a 
connexion  of  his  fubjefts  with  the  French,  ItaUans^ 
and  other  nations  on  the  continent,  and  tended  to 
reclaim  theth  from  that  grofs  ignorance  and  bar- 
barity, in  which  all  the  Saxon  tribes  had  been  hi- 
therto  involved.  '  He  alfo  enaAed,  'with  the  con- 
ient  of  the  ftates  of  his  kingdom,  a  body  of  laws.^ 
the  firft  written  laws  promulgated  by  any  of  the 
northern  c6nquett)r^  $  and  his  rrign  was  in  every 
rtfped  glorious  to  hiiAfelf,  and  ulcral  to  his  people. 

He 
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Hfi  governed  the  kingdom  of  Kent  fifty  years ; 
and  dying  in  ^  1 6,  lefc  the  fucceflion  to  his  fon 
Esdbald.  This  prince,  feduced  by  a  pafiion  for 
his  nnother-in-law,  deimed  for  fome  time  the 
Chriftian  fakh,  which  permitted  not  thefe  inceftu- 
aits  marria^ ;  and  his  whole  people  immediately 
RCumed  with  him  to  idolatry.  Laurentius^  the 
fotceflbr  of  Atiguftine,  found  the  Chriftian  wor- 
ihip  wholly  abandoned,  and  was  preparing  to  re- 
turn into  France,  in  order  to  fave  himfelf  the  mor- 
tification of  preaching  the  gq^'pel  without  fruk  to 
the  infidels.  Mellitus  and  Juftus,  who  had  been 
conlecrated  bifhops  of  London  and  Rochefter,  had 
already  departed  the  kingdom  i,  when  Laurentius, 
bcfoce  he  would  entirely  abandon  his  dignity, 
made  one  effort  to  reclaim  the  King.  He  appear- 
-cd  before  that  prince,  and  tlirowing.  off  his  velt- 
mdit,  ihewed  his  body  all  torn  with  bruifes  and 
ftripes,  which  he  had  received.  Eadbald,  won- 
dcrmg  that  any  man  fhouUi  have  dared  to  treat  in 
that  manner  a  perfon  of  his  rank,  was  told  by 
Laurentius,  tliat  he  had  received  this  chaftiiement 
from  St.  Peter,  the  prince  of  the  apoftles,  v/ho  had 
appeared  to  him  in  a  vifion,  and  I'evercly.  reprove- 
ing  him  for  his  intention  to  deicrrt  his  charge,  had 
inflidtrd  on  him  thefe  vifible  marks  of  his  difplea- 
fure.  Whethcrr  Eadbald  was  ftruck  with  the  mi- 
racle, or  influenced  by  fome  other  motive,  he  di- 
vorced himfelf  from  his  mother-in-law,  and  re- 
turned to  the  profefTion  of  Chriftianity  ;  his  whole 
people  returned  with  him.  Eadbald  reached  not 
the  fame  nor  authority  of  his  father,  and  died  in 
640,  after  a  reign  or  twenty- five  years  •,  leaving 
two  fons,  Erminfrid  and  Ercombert. 

Ercombert,  though  the  youngeft  fon,  by  Em- 
ma, a  French  princefs,  found  means  to  mount 
the  throne.  He  is  celebrated  by  Bede  for  two  ex« 
ploitSy  for  eftabliihing  the  faft  of  Lent  in  his  king- 

dom^ 
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dcm,  and  for  utterly  extirpating  idolatry,  which^ 
liotwithftanding  the  prevalence  of  that  papal  Chrif- 
tianity  preached  to  the  Saxons,  had  hitherto  been 
aHowed  a  toleration  by  the  two  preceding  mo-, 
narchs.  He  reigned  twenty-four  years ;  and  left 
the  crown  to  Egbert,  his  Ion,  who  reigned  nine 
years.  This  prince  is  renowned  for  his  encourage* 
fhent  of  learning ;  but  infamous  for  putting  to 
death  his  two  couHn-germans,  fons.to  Erminfrid, 
his  uncle.  The  ecclefiaftical  writers  praife  him 
for  beftowing  on  his  filler  Domnona  fome  lands 
in  the  Ifle  ot  Thanet,  where  fiie  founded  a  nx)na^ 
ftcry. 

'  The  bloody  precaution  of  Egbert  could  ROt  fix 
the  crown  on  the  head  of  his  fon  Edric.  Lothoirr, 
brother  to  the  deceafed  prince,  took  poflelBicn  of 
the  kingdom  ;  and  in  order  to  fecure  the  power 
in  his  family,  he  affociated  with  him  Richard,  his 
fon,  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  government. 
Edric,  the  dil'poflcfled  prince,  had  recourfe  to- 
Edilwach,  kingofSuflTex,  for  afliftance  in  main- 
taining his  right ;  and  being  fupportcd  by  that 
prince,  fought  a  battle  with  his  uncle,  who  was 
defeated  -and  flain.  Richard  fled  into  Germany^ 
and  died  at  laft  in  Lucca,  a  city  of  Tufcany. 
William  of  Malmefbury  afcribes  Lothaire's  bad 
fortune  to  tv;o  crin:es,  his  concurrence  in  the  mur- 
der of  his  coufins,  and  his  contempt  of  relicjoes^ 
Lothaire  reigned  eleven  years  j  Edric,  his  ftio- 
ceflbr,  only  two.  Upon  the  death  of  the  lattsr^ 
which  happened  in  686,  Widred,  his  brothery  ob- 
tained poffeffion  of  the  crown.  But  as  the  fucccf- 
fion  had  been  of  late  fo  much  disjointed  by  rcvos- 
lutions  and  ufurpations,  fadion  began  to  prevail 
among  the  nobility-,  which  invited- Cedwalla,  king 
of  WeflTex,  with  his  brotlier  Mollo,  to  attack,  the 
kingdom.  Thefc  invaders  committed  great  dc- 
vaftations  in  Kent  \  but  the  death  of  MoUo,  who 
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was  (lain  in  a  ikirmifh,  gave  a  fhort  breathing-time 
to  that  kingdom,  Widred  reilored  the  aflfaiFS  of 
Kent  ^  and  after  a  reign  of  thirty  two  years,  left 
the  crown  to  his  pofterity.  Eadbert,  Ethelbert^ 
and  Alric,  his  delcendants,  fucceflively  mounted 
the  throne.  After  the  death  of  the  laft,  which 
happened  in  794,  the  royal  family  of  Kent  was  ex- 
tinguiflied ;  and  every  faftious  leader,  who  could 
entertain  hopes  of  afcending  the  throne,  threw  the 
ftate  into  confufion.  Egbert,  who  firft  fucceeded^ 
reigned  but  two  years  ^  Cuthred,  brother  to  the 
king  of  Mercia,  fix  years ;  Baldred,  an  illegitimate 
branch  of  the  royal  family,  eighteen  ;  And  after  t 
troublefome  and  precarious  government,  he  was, 
in  the  year  723,  expelled  by  Egbert,  king  of  Wet 
icx,  who  diflblved  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  and  united 
the  feveral  kingdoms  under  his  dominion. 

The  Kingdom  of  Northumberland, 

ADELFRID,  king  of  Bern  icia,  having  mar- 
ried  Acca,  the  daughter  of  ^lla,  king  of 
Deiri,  and  expelled  her  intant  brother  Edwin,  had 
united  all  the  counties  north  of  Humber,  into  one 
monarchy,  and  acquired  a  great  afcendant  in  the 
hqptarchy .  He  alio  fpread  che  terror  of  the  Saxoi^ 
aims  to  the  neighbouring  people  ;  and  by  his  vic- 
tories over  the  Scots  and  Pids,  as  well  as  Welfti, 
extended  on  all  fides  the  bounds  of  his  dominions. 
Having  laid  fiege  to  Chefter,  the  Britons  marched 
out  with  all  their  forces  to  engage  him  ;  and  they 
were  attended  with  a  body  of  1250  monks  from  the 
monaftery  of  Bangor,  who  ftood  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  field  of  baale,  in  order  to  encourage  the 
combatants  by  their  prefence  and  exhortations. 
Adelfrid  enquiring  about  the  purpofe  of  this  un« 
vfual  appearance,  was  told  that  thcle  priefls  had 

come 
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come  to  pray  agalnll  him  :  Then  thy  are  as  mtuk 
9itr  enemies^  faid  he,  as  tbofe  who  ititend  tofght  againfi 
us :  And  he  immediately  fent  a  detachment,  nvho 
fell  upon  them,  and  did  fuch  execution,  that  only 
fifty  efcaped  with  their  lives.  The  Britons,  aftch- 
nifhed  at  this  event,  received  a  total  defeat  -,  Chdf- 
ter  was  obliged  to  furrender :  And  Adclfrid,  pur* 
fuing  liis  vidory,  made  himfelf  ma^er  of  Bangor^ 
and  entirely  demoliihed  the  monaflery :  a  building^ 
fo  va(i,  that  there  was  a  mile's  diflance  from  oq^ 
gate  of  it  to  another ;  and  it  contained  two  thou- 
fand  one  hundred  monks,  who  are  faid  to  have  been 
there  mainuined  by  the  fruits  of  their  own  labour,. 
Notwithftanding  Adelfrid's  fuccefs  in  war,  h^ 
lived  in  inquietude  on  account  of  young  Edwin, 
whom  he  had  unjuftly  difpoffcfled  of  the  crown  of 
Deiri.  This  prince,  now  grown  to  man's  eftate,  wan- 
dered from  place  to  place  in  continual  danger  from 
the  attempts  of  Adelfrid  -,  and  received  at  laft  pro* 
teftion  in  the  court  of  Redwald,  king  of  the  Eaft- 
Angles ;  where  his  engaging  and  gallant  deport- 
ment procured  him  the  affeftion  of  every  one. 
Redwald,  however,  was  ftrongly  folicited  by  the 
king  of  Northumberland  to  kill  or  deliver  up  hit 
gue%  :  Rich  prefents  were  promifed  him  if  he  would 
comply  •,  and  war  denounced  againft  him,  in  caie 
of  his  refufal.  After  rejefti^g  feveral  meflages  of 
this  kind,  his  generofity  began  to  yield  to  the  mo^ 
tives  of  intereft  \  and  he  retained  the  laft  ambafii^ 
dor,  till  he  fhould  come  to  a  refolution  in  a  cafe  <^ 
liich  importance.  Edwin,  informed  of  his  friend'k 
hefitation,  was  yet  determined,  at  all  hazards,  to  rc»* 
main  in  Eaft-Anglia ;  and  thought,  that  if  the  pro- 
tedion  of  that  court  failed  him,  it  were  better  to 
die  than  prolong  a  life  fo  much  expofed  to  the  per- 
fecutions  of  his  powerful  rival.  This  confidence 
in  Redwald's  honour  andfriendfhip,  with  his  other 
accomplilhments,  engaged  the  queen  on  his  fide  i 
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ttdl  the  efi«£hi^lly  reprelented  to  her  hufband  che- 
jiifamy  of  delivering  up  to  certain  deftruftion  their 
fjiyal  gueft:,  who  had  fled  to  them  for  protection 
againft  his  cruel  and  jealous  enemies.  Redwald,: 
therefore,  embracing  more  generous  refolutions, 
thought  it  fatell  to  prevent  Adelfrid^  before  he  was 
aware  of  his  intention^  and  to  attack  him  while  he 
was  yet  unprepared  for  defence.  He  marchedfud- 
tknly  with  an  army  into  the  kingdom  of  Northum- 
berland, and  fought  a  battle  with  Adelfrid ;  in 
whkh  that  monarch  was  defeated  and  killed,  after 
revenging  himfelf  by  the  death  of  Rcgner,  fon  to 
Redwald.  His  own  fons,  Eanfrid,  Ofwald,  and 
Olwy,  yet  infants,  were  carried  into  Scotland ;  and 
Edwin  obtained  poileflion  of  the  crown  of  Nor- 
thumberland. 

Edwin  was  the  greateft  prince  of  the  heptarchy 
during  his  time,  and  diftinguiflied  himfelf,  both  by 
his  influence  over  the  other  kingdoms,  and  by  the 
ftrift  execution  of  juftice  in  his  own  dominions. 
He  reclaimed  his  liibjefts  from  the  licentious  life 
to  which  they  had  been  habituated  ;  and  it  was  a 
common  faying,  that  in  his  reign  a  woman  or  child 
ftiight  openly  carry  every  where  a  purfe  of  gold, 
without  any  danger  of  violence  or  robbery.  There 
is  a  remarkable  inftance,  tranfmitted  to  us,  of  the  af- 
fection borne  to  him  by  his  fervants.  Cuichelme, 
king  of  Weflfcx,  was  his  enemy ;  and  finding  him- 
felf unable  to  maintain  open  war  againft  lb  gallant 
ind  powerful  a  prince,  he  determined  to  make  ufe 
of  treachery  againft  him,  and  he  employed  one  Bu- 
rner for  that  criminal  purpofe.  The  aflaflin  hav- 
ing obtained  admittance,  by  pretending  to  deliver  a 
meflage  from  Cuichelme,  drew  his  dagger,  and 
ruftiedupon  the  king.  Lilla,  an  officer  of  his  ar- 
tnv,  fecmg  his  matter's  danger,  and  having  no 
other  means  of  defence,  interpofed  with  his  own 
body  between  the  king  and  Eumer's  dagger,  which 
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was  pufhcd  with  fuch  violence,  that,  after  piercii». 
Lilla,  it  even  wounded  Edwin :  And  before  the  fS^ 
laflin  could  renew  his.blow,  he  was  difpatched  by 
the  guards. 

The  Eaft-Angles  confpired  againft  Rcdwald, 
their  king ;  and  having  put  him  to  death,  they  o£i 
fered  their  crown  to  Edwin,  of  whofe  valour  wd 
capacity  they  had  experience  while  he  refidcd 
aniong  them.  But  Edwin,  from  a  fenfe  of  gprati-. 
tude  towards  his  benefa&or,  obliged  themi.  to  fub- 
mit  to  Earpwold,  the  fon  of  Redwald  \  and  ihac 
prince  prderved  his  authority,  tho'  on  a  precarioua 
tooting,  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Northumbri* 
an  monarch. 

£dwin,  after  his  acceflion  to  the  crown,  JBanicd 
Ethelburga,  the  daughter  of  Etlielbert,  kii^  jof 
Kent;  aiid  this  princefs,  emulating  the  glory  of 
hcT.mother  Bertha,  who  had  been  tlie  inftrUmenc 
cf  converting  her  hufbandand  his  people 40  Chri(» 
tianity,  carried  Paullinus,  a  learned  bilhop,i  along 
with  her.;  and  befides  ftipulating  a. toleration  for 
the  exercife  of  her  own  religion,  which  "waa  readily 

f  ranted  her,  fhe  ufed  every  reafon  to  perfuade  thbe 
ing  to  embrace  it.  Edwin,  like  a  prudent  prince, 
hefitated  on  the  propofal ;  but  promiied  to  exa- 
mine the  foundations  of  that  dodtrine;  and  if  he 
found  them  fatisfaftory,  he  declared  himfelf  willing 
to  be  converted.  Accordingly  he  held  feveral  con- 
ferences with  Paullinus,  canvafled  the  arguments 
.propounded  with  the  wifcfi  of  his  counibUors,  jre> 
tired  frequently  from  company,  in  order  to  revolve 
alone  that  important  quedion  ;  and,  after  a  ferious 
tfidlon^  enquiry,  declared  in  favour  of  the  Chrif* 
tian  religion.  The  people  foon  after  imitated  his 
example.  Befides  tne  authority  and  influence  of 
the  king,  thev  were  moved  bv  another  ftrikingn- 
unple.  Coin,  the  high-pricft,  being  converted  af* 
ter  a  public  conference  with  PauUinus,  ied  the 
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an(f -^iH^^  itisi&mg  iS 
'^idiX^:  •'  ■'•"  -'^^ 
This  able  prince  perilhed  with  his  fori,  Osfrid^ 
hi  a  great  battle  which  he  fought  againfi:  Penda, 
king  of  Mercia,  and  C^dwalla,  king  of  the  Bri- 
tofts.  That  event,  which  happened  in  the  forty- 
eighth  year  of  Edwin's  age,  and  feventcenth  of  hU 
ragn,  divided  the  monarchy  of  Northumbcrlandi  . 
tfhich  he  had  united  in  his  perfon,  Eanfrid,  the 
fon  cf  Adelfrid,  returned  with  his  brothers,  Of- 
wald  and  Ofwy,  from  Scotland,  and  took  poflci- 
fioh  of  Bemicia,  his  paternal  kingdom :  Ofric,  Ed- 
win's coufin-german,  eftablilhed  hintfelf  in  Dciri; 
the  inheritance  of  his  family  j  but  to  which  the 
iim%  of  Edwin  had  a  preferable  title:  Eadfrid^ 
the  cldeft  furviving  fon,  fled  to  Pehda>  by  whom 
he  was  treacheroufly  flarn.  The  youngeft:  foii^ 
Vufcfrxa,  With  Yffi,  the  grandfon  of  Edwin,  by 
Osffid,  fought  protcftion  in  Kent,  and  not  findi 
^WiaflaVM'infifety  the^  retiredinto  FnuK* 

^•'^ISfife'tSirof  i>ciri,  arid  Eanfrid  of  Bemida: 
i^i^ti^fig^  and  the wbote people icts^ 
la^  imhtiM  WiA  them ;  fxncc  PatifUinus,  ^htt 
ftciit^feited  ftrilblihop  of  York,  and  who  hs4 
8fltHteftiM'j^^  thought  proper  td'  retire  ifiiK 
ISfSxtl^vk^  dowage^  into  Kent;   l^iA 

iKSS^I^nt^        kin]^  perilhed  ibon  after,  tfie 
flii^twtclr'againft  Ciaedwalla,  thi(  Briton  i;  ^ 
3iSff  by  the  treachery  of  that  prince.    OiWdltf, 
^' of  Eanfrid;  of  the'  race  of  BcmiriaJ 
•  *  diie  kidtfdbhd  of  Kotthtimbcrfand;  in 
afitltiim>rtd  the  Chriftian  t^Iifiioh  i^ 
He'gAtned  a  gpeat  and  wwt-dlf- 
^iM^'agaJnftr'Csed  dielaftyigordt^ 

rjMQt^4W-'B^it6hsrmtt!b  againfl;  theSaxonii 
i  VilfbdttdtM^ttfiR^  chai 
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rity  by.  the  monkifh  hiftorians ;  aiid  tbey  f>retiefld^ 
that  his  reliques  wrought  miracles,  particularly  the 
curing  a  fick  horfe,  which  had  approached  the 
place  of  his  interment.. 

He  died  in  battle  againft  Penda,  king  of  Mex- 
cia,  and  was  Succeeded  by  his  brother^  Ofwyi 
who  eftabliflied  himfelf  in  the  government  of  all 
the  Northumbrian  kin^om,  by  putting  to  death 
Ofwin,  the  fon  of  Ofric,  the  laft  king  of  die  race  gf 
Dciri.  His  fon  Egfrid  fuccceded  him ;  who  pe- 
rifhihg  in  battle  ^ainft  the  Pifts,  without  leav- 
ing any  children,  becaufe  Adelthrid,  Wis  wife,  re- 
fund to  violate  her  vow  of  chaftity,  Alfred^  hh 
natural  brother,  acquired  poflcflion  of  the  king- 
dom, which  he  happily  governed  for  nineteen  years  j 
and  he  left  it  to  Olrcd,  his  fon  ;  a  boy  ot  eight 
years  of  age.  This  prince,  after  a  reignrof  eleven 
years,  was  murdered  oy  Kenrcd  his  kinfman,  who, 
after  emoying  the  crown  only  a  year,  perilhedby 
a  like  fate.  Ofric,  and  after  him  Cclwulph,  the 
fon  of  Kenred,  next  mounted  the  throne,  which  the 
latter  relihquilhed  in  the  year  738,  in  favour  of 
Eadbert,  his  coufin-german,  who,  imitating  his 
prededeflbr,  abdicated  the  crown,  and  retired  into 
a  mohaftery,  Ol'wolf,  fon  of  Eadbert,  was  flain  ih 
a  fedition,  a  year  after  his  acceffion  to  the  crown  i 
and  MoUo,  who  was  not  of  the  royal  family,  feized 
the  crown.  He  perilhed  by  the  treachery  of  Ail- 
red,  a  prince  of  the  blood ;  and  Ailred,  having 
fucceeded  in  his  defign  upon  the  throne,  was  foon 
after  expelled  by  his  fubjefts,  Ethelrcd,  his  fuc- 
ceffor,  the  fon  of  Mollo,  Ihared  a  like  fate.  Ccl- 
wold,  the  next  king,  the  brother  of  Ailfred,  was 
depofed  and  flain  by  the  people,  and  his  place  was 
filled  bv  Ofred,  his  nephew,  who,  after  the  Ihort 
^  feign  of  a  year,  made  way  for  Ethelbert,  another 
*  fon  of  Mollo,  whoie  death  was  equally  tragical  with 
that  ofalmoil  all  his  predece0brs.    After  EtheU 
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bcrt's  death  an  univerfal  anarchy '  prevailed  in 
Northumberland  i  and  the  people,  having,  by  fo 
many  fatal  revolutions,  loll  all  attachment  to  their 
government  and  princes,  were  well  prepared  for 
fubjeftion  to  a  foreign  yoke  ^  which  Egbert,  king 
of  Weflex,  finally  impofed  upon  them. 

The  kingdom  of  East-Anglia. 

THE  hillory  of  this  kingdom  contains  nothing- 
memorable,  except  the  converting  to  Chrilh- 
anity  Earpwold,  tlie  fourth  king,  and  great-grand* 
Ion  of  Una,  the  founder  of  the  monarchy.  The 
authority  of  Edwin,  king  of  Northumberland,  on 
whom  that  prince  entirely  depended,  engaged  him 
to  take  this  ftep  :  But  foon  after,  his  wife,  who  was 
an  idolatrefs,  brought  him  back  to  her  religion ; 
and  he  was  found  unable  to  refift  thofe  allurements, 
which  have  Icduced  the  wifcft  of  mankind.  After 
his  death,  which  was  violent,  like  that  of  mod  of 
the  Saxon  princes,  who  did  not  early  retire  into  mo« 
naileries,  Sigebert,  his  fucceflbr,  and  half-brother, 
who  had  been  educated  in  France,  rcftored  Chrifti- 
anity,  and  introduced  learning  among  the  Angles. 
Some  pretend  that  he  founded  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  or  rather  lome  fchools  in  that  place. 
It  is  almoft  impoffible,  and  quite  needlels,  to  be 
more  particular  in  relating  the  tranfaftions  of  the 
Eall-Angles.  What  advantage  or  entertainment 
can  it  give  the  reader  to  hear  a  long  bede-roll  of 
barbarous  names,  Egric,  Annas,  Ethelbert,  Ethel- 
wald,  Aldulf,  Elfwald,  Beorne,  Ethelrcd,  Ethel- 
bert, who  fucceflively  murdered,  expelled,  or  in- 
herited from  each  other,  and  obfcurcly  filled  the 
throne  of  that  kingdom.  Ethelbert,  the  laft  of 
thcfe  princes,  was  treacheroufly  murdered  by  Offa, 
Jdng  of  Mercia,  in  the  year  792. 

[F^r  the  bijlcry  iff  Mcrchj  fee  fag.  1-^13.] 
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The  Kingdom  of  Essex; 

THIS  kingdom  made  no  great  fig^ure  in  tlie 
Heptarchy ;  and  die  hiftt^  of  it'ii  vtry  iiS- 
pcrfeft.  Slcda  fucteedcxl  his  tacher  Erkenwk)^ 
the  founder  of  the  monarchy ;  and  made  way  for 
his  fon  Sebert,  who,  being  nephew  to  EtKelbeit^ 
kmg  of.  Kent,  was-  perfuaded  by  that  p;riBcr'tt» 
embrace  the  Chriftian  religion.  His  fons  a0d 
conjund  iucceflbrs,  Sezted  and  Seward,  rdtqjftd 
into  idolatry^  and  were  foon  after  fl^n  in  a  b^cdtt 
againft  the  Weft-Saxons.  To  (hew  the  ruda  pMOU 
ncr  of  living,  in  that  age,  Bede  tells  us,  diat^hefii 
twa  kings  exprefled  great  defiire  to  eat  the.  ml^ 
bread,  diftributcd  byMellitus,  thebilliop^  ott^ 
communion.  But  on  his  refuting  them,  unicft 
they  would  fubmit  to  be  baptifed,  they  expelltid 
himri  their  donunions.  The  names  of  the  other 
priiKes,  who  reigned  fuccefllvely  in  Eflex,  'aHI 
Sigebertthe  Little,  Sigebert  the  Good,  wl^  ns 
ftored  Chriftianity,  Swithelm,  Sigheri,  and  Off^ 
This  laft  prince,  having  made  a  vow  of  chaftity^ 
Rotwithftanding  his  marriage  with  Kenefwitha,  u 
Mercian  princels,  daughter  to  Penda,  went  in  pil4 
grimage  to  Rome,  and  fhut  himlelf  up  during  th« 
reft  of  his  life  in  a  cloyfter.  Selrcd,  his  fucccffor, 
reigned  thirty-eight  years,  and  was  tlic  laft  of  the 
royal  line  •,  the  failure  of  which  threw  the  king^ 
dom  into  great  confufion,  and  reduced  it  tp...c}(^ 
pendance  under  Mereia.  Switberd  firft  acqoii^ 
the  crown,  and  his  dieaiih  made  way  fc^  Sig^c^ 
who  endsd.his  life  in  a  pilgrima^  to  Rome;. .  Hj^ 
fxKcefibr,  Sigered,  unable  to  dmnd  his  kingdonij 
fubmitted  to  the  vi6torious'amis  of  Egbert. 
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The  Kingdom  of  Sussex. 

TlH£  hiftory  of  this  kingdom^  thefmalleft  in 
the  Heptarchy,  is  ftill  more  imperfedfc  than  • 
dat  -of  Eflex.  jflEUa,  the  founder  of  the  monarchyi 
kft  the -crown  to  his-fon  Cifia,  who  is  remarkable 
chiefly  for  his  long  reign  of.  feventy^x  years.' 
During  his  time,  the  South-Sazons  fell  almofl:  in- 
CMi  total  dependance  on  the  kingdom  of  Wefler ; 
and  we  fcarce  know  the  names  ot  the  princes  who 
itft  tx)flefled  of  this  titular  fovereignty.  Adel- 
Mtehi  .the  kft  of  them,  was  fubdued  in  battle  by 
QcadwftUa,  king  of  Weflex,  and  was  flain  m  the 
•ftioB;  leaving  two  infant  fons,  who,  falling  into 
die  hands  of  the  conqueror,  were  murdered  by  him. 
Tlie  abbot  of  Redford  oppofcd  the  order  for  this 
barbarous  execution  •,  bur  could  prevail  on  Cead- 
walla  only  to  fufpend  it  till  they  Ihould  be  bap- 
cifcd,  Berdhun  and  Audhun,  two  noblemen  of 
chara&er,  -refiftcd  fomc  time  the  dominion  of  the 
•We(t-Saxpns.-,  but  their  oppofition  ferved  only  to 

Solong  the  miferics  of  their  country ;  and  the 
bduine  this  kingdom  was  the  firft  ftep  which 
the  Weft-Saxons  made  towards  acquiring  the  lole 
monarchy  of  England. 

The  Kingdom  of  Wesstsx. 

THE  kingdom  of  Weffex,  which  finally  fwal- 
lowed  up  all  the  other  Saxon  flates,  met 
with  great  nefiftance  on  its  iirft  eftablifhment ;  and 
the  Britons^  who  were  now  enured  to  arms,  yield- 
ed not  tamely  their  pofleiTions  to  thefe  invaders. 
Cecdic,  the  founder  of  the  monaftery,  and  his  fon 
Kenric,  fought  many  luccel'sful,  and  fomc  unfuc- 
oefs&l)»ctl^,  againft  the  natives ;  and  the  mar- 
-      .  uA 


xlviK     I  N.  T  R  O  n  U  C  T.  lO  N. 

tial  fpirit,    common  to  all  the  Saxons,  was,  hv 
means  of  thefe  hollilitics,  carried  .'to  the  greatcft 
height  among  this  tribe.     Ceaulin^  the  fon  and 
(uccefTor  of  Kcnric,  who  began  his  reign  in  56O9 
was  ftill  more  ambitious  and  enterprifing  than  his 
predccc'fibrs  ^  and  by  waging  continual  war  againft 
the  Britons,  he  added  a  great  part  of  the  counties 
of  Devon  and  Somerfet  to  his  other  dominions. 
Carried  away  by  the  tide  of  fuccefs,  he  invaded 
the  other  Saxon  ftates  in  his  neighbourhood,  and 
becoming  terrible  to  all,  he  provoked  a  general 
confederacy  againit  him.     This  alliance  proved 
fuccefsful  under  the  condud  of  Ethelbtcrt,  king 
of  Kent ;  and  Ceaulin,  who  had  loft  the  affe&ion^ 
of  his  own  fubjcfts  by  his  violent  difpofition,  and 
had  now  fallen  into  contempt  from  his  misfortunes, 
was  expelled  the  throne,  and  died  in  exile  and  mi- 
fery.     Cuichelme  and  Cuthwin,  his  fons,  govern^- 
cd  jointly  the  kingdom,  till  the  expulfion  of  the 
latter  in  591,  and  the  death  of  the  former  in  593^ 
made  way  for  Cealric,  to  whom  fucceeded  Ceobald, 
in  sg^j  by  whofe  death,  which  happened  in  6.x  i, 
Kynegils  inherited  the  crown.     This  prince  cm- 
braced  Chriftianity,  through  the  perfuafion  of  OC- 
wald,  king  of  Northumberland,  v/ho  had  married 
his  daughter,  and  who  had  attained  a  great  afcen^ 
dant  in  the  Heptarchy.     Kenwalch  next/ucceeded 
to  the  monarchy,  and  dying  in  672,  left  the  fuc- 
celfion   fo   much,  difputed,    that  Sexburga,    his 
widow,  a  woman  of  merit,  kept  poffcffion  of  the 
government  till  her  death,  which  happened  t^to 
years  after.     Efcwin  then  peaceably  acquired  the 
crown ;  and,  after  a  ihort  reign  of  two  years,  made 
way  for  Kcntwin,  who  governed  nine  years.  Ceod- 
walla,  his  fucccflbr,  mounted  not  the  throne  with* 
out  oppofition-,  but  proved  a  great  prince,  ac- 
cording to  the  ideas  of  thofe  times ;  that  is,  he 
was  enterprizing,  warlike,  and  fuccefsful.  He  fub- 
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dued  entirely  the  kingdom  of  Sullcx,  and  annexed 
it  to  his  own  dominions.  He  made  deep  impref- 
fioos  upon  Kent;  but  met  with  refillance  from 
Widred^  the  king,  who  proved  fuccefsful  againft 
Molio,  brother  to  Ceodwalla,  and  flew  him  in  a 
ikirmilh.  Ceodwalla  at  laft,  tired  with  wars  and 
bldodflied,  was  feized  with  a  fit  of  devotion ;  be- 
flowed  feveral  endowments  on  the  church,  and 
made  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome,  where  hb  received 
baptifm,  and  died  in  689.  Ind,  his  fucceflbr,  in- 
tierited  the  military  virtues  of  Ceodwalla,  and 
added  to  them  the  more  valuable  ones  of  juftice, 
voticy,  and  prudence.  He  made  War  Upon  the 
firitoos  in  Somerfet  •,  and  having  finally  lubdued 
that  province,  he  treated  the  vanquifhed  with  an 
liumanity,  hitherto  unknown  to  the  Sax6n  con- 
tjuerors.  He  allowed  the  proprietors  to  retain 
pofiefBon  of  their  lands,  encouraged  marriages  and 
lalliances  between  them  and  his  ancient  fubjefts, 
and  gave  them  the  privilege  of  being  governed  by 
the  lame  laws.  Thefe  laws  he  augmented  and  af- 
certained  j  and  though  he  was  difturbed  by  fome 
infurredlions  at  home,  his  long  reign  of  thirty- 
feven  years  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  mod 

f;Iorious  and  moft  profperous  of  the  Heptarchy, 
n  the  decline  of  his  age  he  made  a  pilgrimage  to 
Rome ;  and  after  his  return,  he  (hut  himfclf  up  in 
a  clovfter,  where  he  died. 

Tnough  the  kings  of  Weflex  had  always  been 
princes  of  the  blood,  defcendtd  from  Cerdic,  the 
founder  of  the  monarchy,  the  order  of  fucceflion 
had  been  fiar  from  exaft ;  and  a  more  remote  prince 
liad  often  found  means  to  mount  the  throne,  in 
preference  to  one  defcended  from  a  nearer  branch 
of  the  royal  family.  Ina,  tlierefore,  having  no 
children  of  his  own,  and  lying  much  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Ethelburga,  his  queen,  left  by  will  the 
iiicceffion  to  Adeland,  her  brother,  who  was  his 
g  remote 
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remote  kinfman ;  but  this  deilination  took  not 
place  without  Ibme  .difficulty.  Ofwald^  a  priiice 
oiore  nearly  allied  to  the  crown,  took  arms  againft 
Adelard  \  but  he  beine  fupprefled,  and  dying  ibon 
after,  the  title  of  Adelard  was  not  any  farther  dif- 
puted}  and  in  the  year  741  he  was  fucceeded  by 
his  coufin  Cudred.  The  reign  of  this  prince  was 
cGftinguiihed  by  a  great  viAory,  which  he  obtain- 
ed by  the  means  of  Edclhun,  his  general,  over 
Ethelbald,  kin^  of  Mercia.  His  death  made  wav 
for  Sigcbert,  his  kinfman,  who  governed  ib  ill, 
that  his  people  role  in  an  mfurreAion,  and  dc'^ 
throned  him,  crowning  Cenulph  in  his  ftcad.  The 
p^ed  prince  found  a  refuge  with  duke  Cujnbran, 
gKlvernor  of  Hamplhine ;  who,  that  he  might  add 
ta  his  other  kindnefs  towards  Sig^bert,  eave  him 
many  falutary  counfels  for  his  future  condud,  ac- 
companied with  fome  reprehenfions  for  the  paft. 
But  thefe  were  fo  much  refented  bv  the  ungrate- 
fud  prince,  that  he  confpired  againfl:  the  Ufe  of  his 
prooeAor,  and  treacheroufly  murdered  him*  A^^ 
this  infamous  aAion^  he  was  forfaken  by  eveiy 
body  I  and  fkulking  about  in  the  wilds  and  forefts, 
was  at  laft  difcovered  by  a  fervant  of  CumbraA^ 
who  inftantly  took  revenge  upon  him  for  the  death 
of  his  mafter. 

*  Cenulph,  who  had  obtained  the  crown  on  the 
iexpulfion  of  Sigebert,  was  fortunate  in  many  ex- 
peditions againft:  the  Britons  of  Cornwall  •,  but 
afterwards  loft  fome  reputation  by  his  ill  fuccefs 
againft  Offa,  king  of  Mercia.  Kynehard  alfo^ 
brother  to  the  depofed  Sigebert,  gave  him  diftur* 
bance,  and  though  expelled  the  kingdom,  he  ho- 
Vercd  on  the  frontiers,  and  waited  an  opportunity 
of  attacking  his  rival.  The  king  had  an  intrigue 
with  a  young  woman,  who  Uved  at  Merton  in 
Surry ;  whither  having  fecretly  retired,  he  was  05 
a  fuddcn  environed,  in  the  night*time,  by  Kyne« 
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Iitrd  and  his  followers,  and  after  making  a  vigo- 
rous reiiftance,  was  murdered,  with  all  his  attend- 
ants. The  people  and  nobility  of  the  neighbour-* 
hood,  riling  next  day  in  amns,  took  revenge  on 
Kynehard  for  the  Qaughter  of  their  king,  and  put 
every  one  to  the  fword  who  had  been  engaged* in 
that  crioiinal  enterprize.    This  event  happened  in 

Brithric  n^xt  obtained  poilefllpn  of  the  govern* 
ment,  though  very  remotely  defcended  from  the 
royal  family  ^  but  enjoyed  not  that  digpity  with- 
out inquietude.    Eoppa,  nephew  to  king  Ina^  by 
his  brother  Ingild,  who  died  before  that  pnnoe, 
bqgot  Eata,  father  to  Alchmond,   from  whom 
fprung  Egbert,  a  young  prince  of  the  mod:  pro- 
mifing  hopes,  who  gave  great  jealoufy  to  Brithric, 
the  prelent  kin^,  both  becaufe  he  feemed  by  his 
birtn  better  intitled  to  the  crown,  and  becaufe  he 
had  acquired,  to  an  eminent  degree,  (he  affedtions 
of  the  people.  Egbert,  fenfible  of  his  danger  from 
the  fufpicions  of  Brithric,  withdrew  fecretly  into 
France,  where  he  was  well  received  by  Charle- 
magne, the  reigning  monarch.     By  living  in  the 
court,  and  ftrving  in  the  armies  of  that  prince, 
the  moft  able  and  mod  generous  who  had  appear- 
ed in  Europe  during  feveral  ages,  he  acquired  thofe 
accomplifhments  which  afterwards  enabled  him  to 
make  iuch  a  Ihining  figure  on  the  throne.    And 
familiarizing  himfelf  to  the  manners  of  the  French, 
who,  as  Malipeibury  obferves,  were  eminent  both 
for  valour  and  civihty,  above  all  the  weftern  na- 
uons,  he  learned  to  polifh  the  rudenefs  and  barba- 
rity of  the  Saxon  charader :  his  early  misfortunes 
proved  thus  of  infinite  advantage  to  him. 

■  It  was  not  long,  before  Egbert  had  opportuni- 
ties ofdlfplaying  his  natural  and  acquired  talents. 
BrithriCv-  ^ng  of  Wefiex,  had  married  Eadburga, 
natural  daughter  of  Offa,  king  of  Mercia,  a  ptc^ 
g  2  ft\gaLXfc 


Ill       I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I,0  N. 

fligace  woman^  equally  infamous  for  cruelty,  a^id 
for  incontinence.  Having  great  influence  over  her 
"htrfband,  (he  often  incital  him  to  deftpoy  fuch  of 
the  nobility  as  were  obnoxious  to  her*,  and  where 
this  expedient  failed,  Ihe  fcrupled  not  being  her- 
felf  adive  in  traiterous  attempts  againft  them.  She 
had  mixed  a  cup  of  poifon  for  a  young  nobleman, 
who  had  acquired  her  hufband's  friendfhip,  and 
had  on  that  account  become  the  objeA  of  her  jei* 
loufy ;  but  unfortunately  the  king  drank  of  the 
fatal  cup  along  with  his  favourite,  and  foon  after 
expired.  This  event,  joined  tp  her  other  crimes^ 
rendered  Eadburga  fo  odious,  that  fhe  vas  obliged 
-to  fly  into  France  -,  whence  Egbert  wa9'ac  the  fafne 
^thne  recalled  by  the  nobility,  in  ordier  to  afcend 
the  throne  of  his  anceflors.  He  attained  that  dig- 
nity in  the  laft  year  of  the  eighth  century. 

In  the  kingdoms  of  the  Heptarchy,  an  exaA 
rule  of  fucceflion  was  either  unknown  or  not  ftrift- 
lyobferved;  and  thence  the  reigning  prince  was 
continually  agitated  with  jedoufy  againft  all  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  whom  he  ftill  confidered  as 
rivals,  and  whofe  death  alone  could  give  him  en- 
tire fecurity  ii)  hi5  pofleflion  of  the  throne.  From 
■  this  fatal  caufe,  together  with  the  admiration  of 
the  monadic  life,  and  the  opinion  of  merit,  at- 
tending the  prcfervation  of  chaftity  even  in  a  mar- 
ried ftate,  the  royal  families  had  been  entirely  ex- 
tinguifhed  in  all  the  kingdoms  except  that  of  Wef- 
fec ;  and  the  emulations,  fufpicions,  and  confpira- 
cies,  which  had  formerly  been  confined  to  the 
princes  of  the  blood  alone,  were  now  diffufed 
among  all  th^  nobility  in  the  feveral  Saxon  ftates. 
Egbert  was  the  fole  aefcendant  of  thofe*  firft  con- 
querors who  fubdu^  Britain,^  and  who  enhanced 
their  authority  by  claiming  a  pedigree  from  Woden, 
the  fupreme  divmhy  of  tneir  anceftors.  But  that 
prince,  though  invned  by  this  favourable  circum- 
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ftance  to  make  attempts  on  the  neighix>uriog  Sax* 
ons,  gave  them  for  fome  time  no  dilturbance,  and 
rather  chpfe  to  turn  his  arms  againft  the  Britons 
in  Cornwall^  whom  he  defeated  in  ieveiral  battles. 
He  was  recalled  from  the  conqueft  of  that  country 
by  an  inroad  made  into  his  dominions  by  Bcmuli^ 
king  of  Mercia. 

The  Mercians,  before  the  accefiion  of  Egbert, 
had  very  nearly  attained  the  abfolute  Tovereignty 
over  the  Heptarchy :  They  had  reduc^  the  £a(t- 
Aogptes  under  fubje6fcion,  and  eitabli/hed  tributary 
princes    in   the  kingdoms  of  Kent  and  Efiex., 
.  Northumberland  was  involved  in  anarchy  y  and  no 
ilate  of  any  confeauence  remained  but  that  of  Wef- 
fex,  which,  niuch  mferior  in  extent  to  Mercia,  was 
fupported  by  the  great  qualities  alone  of  its  fove- 
reign.     Egbert  led  his  army  againft  the  invaders  ^ 
and  encountering  them  at  EUandun,  in  Wiltfhire^ 
obtained  a  complete  vi(5tory,  and  by  the  (laugh&er 
executed  on  them  in  their  Sight,  gave  a  mortal 
blow  to  the  power  of  the  Mercians.     Wfiilfl:  he 
himfelf,  in  profecution  of  his  vidory,  entered  their 
country  on  the  fide  of  Oxfordfhire,  and  thre^ened 
the  heart  of  tlieif  dominions ;  he  fent  an  army  in- 
to Kent,  commanded  by  Ethelwolph,  his  eldefl:  fon, 
and  expelling  Baldred,  the  tributary  king,  foon 
inade  himfelf  mailer  of  that  country.     The  king- 
dom^  of  Eflex  was  conquered  with  equal  facility ; 
and  the  Eail  Angles,  from  their  hatred  to  the  Mer- 
cian government,  which  had  been  eitablKhed  over 
them  by  treachery  and  violence,  and  probably  ex- 
erdfed  with  tyranny,  immediately  rofe  in  arms, 
and  craved  the  protection  of  Egbert.     Bernulf,  the 
Mercian  king,  who  marched  againft  them,  was  de- 
feated and  flain  -,  and  two  years  after,  Ludecan, 
his  iucceflbr,  met  with  the  fame  fate.     Thefe  in- 
furreftions  and  calamities  facilitated  the  enterpri^ 
ef  Egberti  who  advanced  into  the  heart  of  the  Mer- 
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cian  territories,  and  made  eafy  Gonque(ts  over  a  dif- 
pirited  and  divided  people.  In  order  to  engage  them 
more  eafily  to  fubmiffion,  he  allowed  Wiglef»  their 
countryman,  to  retain  the  title  of  king,  whiUt  he 
himfelf  exercifed  the  real  powers  of  fovereignty. 
The  anarchy  which  prevailed  in  Northumberland, 
tempted  him  to  carry  ftill  farther  his  viftorious 
arms  ^  and  the  inhabitants  unable  to  refill  hispow- 
er,  and  defirous  of  poflefling  fome  cftablilhed  form 
of  government,  were  forward,  on  his  firft  appear- 
ance, to  fend  deputies,  who  fubmitted  to  his  autho- 
rity, and  exprefled  their  allegiance  to  him  as  their 
fovereign.  Egbert,  however,  ftill  allowed  to 
Northumberland,  as  he  had  done  to  Mercia  and 
Eail-Anglia,  the  power  of  ele£ting  a  king,  whd 
paid  him  a  tribute,  and  was  dependent  oh  him. 

Thus  were  united  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  Hep- 
tarchy in  one  ^reat  ftate,  near  tour  hundred  years 
afterdie  firft  amval  of  theSaxons  in  Britain :  and  the 
fortunate  arms  and  prudent  policy  of  Egbert  at  laft 
eficAuated  what  had  been  fo  often  attempted  in 
vain  by  fo  many  princes.    Kent,  Northumberland, 
and  Mercia,  which  had  fuccef&vely  afpired  to  gp-  - 
neral  dominion,  were  now  incorporated  in  his  em-  ; 
pire ;  and  the  other  fubordinate  kingdoms  feemed  ' 
willingly  to  (hare  the  fame  fate.     His  territories 
were  nearly  of  the  fame  extent  with  what  is  now 
properly  oenominated  England-,  and  a  favourable  - 
profpcft  was  afforded  the  AAglo-Saxons,  of  efta- 
olifhing  a  civilized  monarchy,  poflefled  of  tran- 
quillity within  itfelf,  and  fecure  ag^inft  foreign  in*  ^ 
vafion.    This  great  event  happened  in  the  year  \ 
827. 
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A  concii^  .Account  of  the  Government  and 
Manners  of  the  Anolo-Saxoks. 

T  HE  gavernment  of  the  Germans,  and  that  of 
all  the  northern  nations  who  eftablilhed  themfelves 
on  the  ruins  of  Rome,  were  always  extremely  free; 
and  thole  fierce  people,  accuftomed  to  independence^ 
and  enured  to  arms,  were  more  guided  by  perfua- 
fioQ  than  authority,  in  the  fubmiflion  which  they 
paki  their  princes.     The  miliury  defpotifm,  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  Roman  empire,  and  which, 
piwioufly  to  the  irruption  <^  thefe  conquerors^ 
hid  funk  the  genius  of  men,  and  deftroyed  every 
noble  principle  of  fcience  and  virtue,  was  unable 
to  refiK  the  vigorous  efforts  of  a  free  people  •,  and 
Europe,  as  from  a  new  epoch,  rekindled  her  anci- 
ent fpirity.and  (hook  off  the  bafe  fervitude  t6  arbi- 
trary will  and  authority,  under  which  fhe  had  fo 
kng  laboured.     The  free  conftitutions  then  efta- 
blimed,  however  impaired  by  the  encroachments 
of  fucceeding  princes,  ftill  preferve  an  air  of  inde- 
pendence and  legal  adminiitration,  which  diftin^ 
guifh  the  European  nations  \  and  if  that  part  of 
the  globe  maintain  fentimencs  of  liberty,  honour, 
equity,  and  valour,  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  mankind ; 
k  owes  thefe  advanuges  chiefly  to  the  feeds  im- 
planted  by  thofe  generous  barbarians. 

The  Saxons^  who  fubdued  Britain,  as  they  en- 
joyed great  liberty  in  their  own  country,  obftinate- 
\y  retained  that  invaluable  pofleflion  in  their  new 
iectlement ;  and  they  imported  into  this  ifland  the 
fame  principles  of  independence,  which  they  had 
inherited  from  their   anceftors.      The  chieftains^ 
(for  fuch  they  were  more  properly  than  kings  or 
princes)  who  commanded  them  in  thofe  military 
expeditions,  ftill  poflcffed  a  very  limited  authority  ; 
and  as  the  Saxons  exterminated,  rather  than  fub- 
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dued,  the  ancient  inhabitants,  they  were  indeed 
tranfplanted  into  a  new  territory,  but  prelcrvedt 
unaltered,  all  their  civil  and  military  inllitutions. 
The  language  was  pure  Saxon,  even  the  names  of 

!)laces,  which  often  remain  while  the  tongue  enti're- 
y  changes,  were  almoft  all  affixed  by  the  new  con* 
querors ;  the  manners  and  cuftoms  were  wholly  Ger» 
man  ;  and  the  fame  pidure  of  a  fierce  and  bold  li- 
berty, which  is  drawn  by  the  mafterly  pencil  of 
Tacitus,  will  apply  to  thcfe  founders  of  the  Eng- 
Ufli  government.  The  king,  io  far  from  being 
entitled  to  an  arbitrary,  power,  was  only  confidered 
as  the  firft  among  the  citizens ;  his  authority  de-* 
bended  more  on  his  perfonal  qualities  than  on  his 
ftation ;  he  was  even  fo  far  on  a  level  with  the 
other  inhabitants,  that  a  ilated  price  was  affixed  to 
his  head,  and  a  legal  fine  was  levied  from  his  mur- 
derer,- which,  though  proportioned  to  his  ftation^ 
and  fuperior  to  that  paid  for  the  life  of  a  fubje&, 
was  a  lenfible  mark  of  his  fubordination  to  the 
community. 

It  is  eafy  to  imagine,  that  an  independent  peo- 

J>le,  fo  little  reftrained  by  laws,  and  cultivated  by 
cience,  would  not  be  very  ftrid  in  maintaining, a 
r^lar  fucceilion  of  their  princes.  Though  they 
paid  a  great  refpeft  to  the  royal  family,  and  afcrib- 
cd  to  tliem  an  undifputed  fuperiority,  they  either 
had  no  rule,  or  none  that  was  fteadily  obftrved,  in 
(illing  the  vacant  throne ;  and  prefent  convenience 
in  that  emergency  was  more  attended  to  than  ge- 
neral principles.  We  are  not  however  to  fuppofc, 
chat  the  crown  was  confidered  as  altogether  elec- 
tive *,  and  that  a  regular  plan  was  traced  by  the 
conftitution  for  fuppiying,  by  the  fufFra^s  of  the 
people,  every  vacancy  made  by  the  demife  of  the 
firft  magiftrate.  If  any  king  on  his  death  left  a 
Ion  of  an  age  and  capacity  fit  for  government,  the 
young  prince  naturally  ftepped  into  the  throne : 
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If  he  was  a  minor,  his  uncle,  or  the  next  prince  cf 
the  blood,  was  promoted  to  the  government,  and 
left  the  fceptre  to  his  pofterity  v  Any  fovereign,  by 
taking  previous  meafures  with  the  leading  men, 
had  it  greatly  in  his  power  to  appoint  his  fuccef- 
for:  All  thefe  changes,  and  indeed  the  ordinaiy 
adminiftration  of  government,  required  the  exprcfs 
concurrence,  or  at  leaft  the  tacit  confent,  of  the 
people-,  but  prefent  pofleffion,  however  obtained, 
went  far  towards  procuring  their  obedience,  and 
the  idfea  of  any  right  which  was  once  excluded, 
was  but  feeble  and  imperfeft.  This  is  fo  much 
the  cafe  in  all  barbarous  monarchies,  and  occurs  to 
of;en  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  that  wc 
cannot  confifttntly  entertain  any  other  notion  of 
their  government.  The  idea  of  an  hereditary  fuc- 
cd&on  in  authority,  is  fo  natural  to  men,  and  is  fb 
much  fortified  by  the  ufual  rule  in  tranfmitting  pri- 
vate poficffions,  that  it  muft  retain  a  great  influence 
on  every  fociety,  who  do  not  exclude  it  by  the  re- 
finements of  a  republican  conftitution.  But  as 
there  is  a  fenfible  difference  between  government 
and  private  poflcffiions,  and  every  one  "is  not  equal- 
ly qualified  for  exercifmg  the  one  as  for  enjoying 
uic  other,  a  people,  who  are  not  fenfible  of  tiic  ge- 
neral advantages  attending  a  fixed  rule,  are  apt  r6 
make  great  leaps  in  the  fucceflion,  and  frequently 
to  pals  over  the  perfon,  who,  had  he  pofleffcd  the 
irquifite  years  and  abilities,  would  have  been 
thought  entitled  to  the  authority.  Thus,  thele 
monarchies  are  not,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  cither  elec- 
tive or  hereditary ;  and  though  the  dcftination  of 
a  prince  may  often  be  followed  in  appointing  his 
fucceffor,  they  can  as  lictle  be  regarded  as  wholly 
tcftamentary.  The  fuffrages  of  the  ftates  mny 
fometimes  cftablifti  a  fovereign ;  but  they  more  fre. 
qucntly  recognize  him  whom  they  find  eltablilhed : 
A  few  great  men  take  the  lead  ;  the  people,  over- 

h  a.wed 
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awed  and  inflgcnoed,  ^acquiefce  in  the  government » 
and  the  reigning  prince,  provided  he  be  of  the  roy- 
al'family,  p^s  indifpuubly  for  the  lejgal  fbvf- 
reien. 

It  is  confefled,  that  our  kiiowledge  of  the  An- 
g^o-Sazon  hiftory  and  antiquities  is  too  imperfeft 
to  ^ord  us  means  of  determining  with  certainty 
aU  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  and  privile^s  of 
the  people,  or  of  giving  an  exa&  delineation  of 
tHat  i^vernment.    It  is  probable  alfo,  that  the 
conilitution  might  be  fomewhat  different  in  th^ 
<lifierent  nations  of  the  Heptarchy,  and  that  it 
changed  conliacrably  during  the  courfe  of  fix 
centui:ies,  whicK  elapled  from  the  firH  invafion  of 
the  Saxons  till  the  Norman  conc^ueil:.    fii^t  moft  of 
tnefc  differences  and  changes,  with  their  caii&s  and 
efieds,  are  unknown  to  us :  It  only  appears,  that, 
at  all  times,  and  in  all  the  kingdoms,  there  was  a 
ni^ional  council,  called  a^ittenagemot,or  aflem- 
bly  of  the  wife  men  (for  that  is  the  import  of  the 
term),  whole  confent  was  requifite  for  ena&ing 
laws,  and  for  ratifying  the  chia  ads  of  public  ac^ 
miniCbation.    The  preambles  to  all  tlie  laws  of 
Ethelbert,  Ina,. Alfred,  Edward  the  Elder,  Athel- 
&tn»  Edniond,  EcJgar,  Ethelred,  and  Edward  the 
Ca^cShv  'p  even  thole  tothelaws  of  Canute,  though 
a  kind  of  conqueror,  put  this  matter  beyond  con- 
trovcrfy,  and  carry  proofs  every  where  of  alipnited 
and  legal  government.    But  who  were  the  conftitu- 
ent  members  of  this  Wittenagemot  has  not  been 
determined  with  certainty  by  antiquarians.     It  is 
agreed,  that  the  bilhops  and  abbots  were  an  eifen- 
tial  part ;  and  it  is  alio  evident,  from  the  tenor  of 
thefe  ancient  laws,  that  the  Wittenagemot  ena&e^ 
ilatutes  which  regulated  the  ecclefiaftical  as  well 
as  civil  government,  and  that  thofe  dangerous  prin* 
ciples,  by  which  the  church  is  totally  levered  from 
the  ftatcs,  were  hitherto  unknown  to  the  Anglo- 
Saxons, 
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Sakons.  Itdfi>  appears,  that  the  aldermen  or  go- 
vernors of  coutaties,  who,  after  the  Daniifh  times, 
were  often  called  earls,  were  admitted  into  this* 
council,  and  save  their  confent  to  the  public  fta- 
tutes.  But  bendes  the  prelatels  and  aldermen,  there' 
is-alfo  mention  of  the  wites  or  wife-men,  as  a  com- 
ponent part  of  the  Wittenagemdt }  but  whd  fhife 
were  is  not  lb  clearly  afccnained  by  the  laws  or  the 
hiftoiy  of  that  period.  The  matter  would  proba- 
bly be  of  difficult  difcuflion,  even  were  it  examin- 
ed impartidly  -,  but  as  our  parties  have  dioftft  to 
divide  on  this'  point,  the  queftion  has  been  difput- 
cd  widi  the  greater  acrimony,  and  the  arguments 
on  both  fides  havt  become,  on  that  account,  the 
more  captious  &nd'  deceitful.  Our  monarchical 
izBAon  maintaifi,  that  thefe  wites  oT  fapientes  werei 
the^judges  or  men  learned  in  the  law  :  The  popu-  - 
lar  party  aflcrt  th^m  to  have  been  reprefentativcs 
of  the  boroughs,  or  what  we  now  call  the  com- 
moDs. 

The  ex|>reflri6nSj  employed  by  all  the  ancient 
hiftdfiani'm  tAentioning  the  Witte^agembt,  feem  * 
to  contradidt  th6  latter  fuprpofition;  1  he  membet^ 
are  almoft  always  called  iht  frincipes^  fatrap^y  sp- 
timatis^  magnaiiSj  proctres  •,  term*  which  fecm  to 
fuppofe  an'akiflocracy,  and  to  exclude  the  comnlons. 
The'  boifoughs  alib,  from  the  low  ftate  of  commerce, 
were  lb  fmall  and  poor,  and  the  inhabitants  lived  in 
fudh  dependence  oin  the  great  men,  that  it  feems 
nowfie  plDbable  they  would  be  adthitted  as  a  pare 
of  the  national  councils.  The  commonls  are  well 
knoWn  to'hiive  hiadno  (hare  in  the  governments  efta- 
blifhed' by  the  Frahks,  Burgutidians,  and  other 
northern  natlohs ;  and  we  may  conclude,  that  the 
Saxbhs,  who  r^histined  lounger  barbarous  and  unci- 
vilized thaii  thefe  tribes,  would  never  think  of  con- 
ferf ihgfcich  ah  iktraordinary  privilege  on  trade  and 
uvAikm^.    ThcT  militillfy  profeflion  alone  was  ho. 

h  2  nourable 
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niC^rable  amohg  all  thofe  conqHcrorsiithe  war* 
rjors  fubiifted  by  their  pofTdTions^  in4and;  they 
t^ecame  confiderable  by  their  influence  over  their 
vafials^  retainers,  cenants,  and  flayes  ^  and  it  had 
need  of  ftrong  proQts  to  convince  us,  that  cliey 
would  admit  any  of  a  rank  fo  mudi  interiqr  as 
theburgefles,  to  fhare  with  them  in  the  legifla^ 
tive   authority.      Tacitus  indeed   affirms,    that, 
aaM>ng  the  ancient  Germans,  the  confent  of  all  the- 
meipbers  of  die  community  was  required  in  every 
i^kportant  deliberation ;  but  he  fpeaks  no(  of  st- 
ptri^ntatives ;  and  this  ancient  praAice,  .mentlonr 
0^  *by  the  Roman   hiftorians,   could  only  rh^vef 
place  in  fmall  tribes,  where  every  citizen  might, 
Mfiitbouc  inconvemonce,  be  affembled  upon  any  ex^ 
t^ordinary  emergejncy.     After  principalities,  be- 
came more  extenfive ;  after  the  differences  of  :prb* 
percy  had  formed  diftinftions  more  important  than 
thofe  adfing  from  perfonal  ftrength  and  valour ; 
we  may  conclude,   that  the  national  afTemblies 
m^  have  been  mo^  limited  in  their  number,  and 
compofed  only  of  the  more  confiderable  citizens. 
.  3ut  chouglx  we.  muit  exclude  the  burghs  or 
coinmoiks  from  thei^3«xon  Wittenag^ipot,  there  is 
foqgie  neceflity  fov  iuppofing,  that 'this  aflembly 
CQoftfted  of  Other  members  befides  the  prelates, 
al^bots,  aldermen,  and  the  judges  or  privy  coun- 
cil    For  as  all  thde,  excepting  foimp^efthe  eccle- 
fiaftics,  were  anciently  appointed- $y'jy?e.kiAgt  iiad 
there  been  no  other  Ic^iflative  authority « the  royal 
power  had  been  in  a  great  meafure  despotic,  conr 
trary  to  the  tenor,  of  all  the  hiftoriajas,  and  to  the 
practice  of  all  ^the  northern  nations.    We  may, 
therefore,  conclude,  chaK  the  more  confiderable - 
proprietors  of  landi  were,  without  any.  eledtion, 
conitituent  members  of  the  national   afiembly;- 
and  there  is  reafon  to  think,  that  forty  rhydes,  or 
between  four  and  five/cboufand  aoes,  was^the  eftate 
■\  rcquifite 
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requiiite  fpr  entitling  the  poiTdTor  to  this  honour- 
able privilege.  There  is  a  paflfage  of  an  ancient 
author,  from  which  it  appears,  that  a  perfon  of 
▼ery  noble  birth,  even  one  allied  to  the  crown, 
was  not  eftccmed  a  princeps  (the  term  ufually  em- 
ployed by  ancient  hiilorians  when  the  Wittenage- 
mot  is  mentioned)  till  he  had  acquired  a  fortune 
of  that  extent.  Nor  need  we  imagine,  that  the 
public  council  would  become  diforderly  or  con- 
fufisd  by  admiaing  fo  gceat  a  multitude.  The 
landed  property  of  England  was  probably  in  few 
hands  during  the  Saxon  times -,  at  leaft,  during 
the  latter  part  of  that  period :  And  as  men  had 
fmall  ambition  of  attending  thele  public  councils^ 
there  was  no  danger  of  the  aficmbly's  becoming 
coo  numerous  tor  the  difpatch  ot^the  little  bufinels 
which  was  brought  before  them. 

Ic  is  certain,  that,  whatever  we  may  determine 
concerning  the  conftituent  members  of  the  Wit- 
tenagemot,  in  whom  the  legiflature  refided,  the 
Anglo-Saxon  government,  in  the  period  preced- 
ing the  Norman  conqueil,  was  become  extremely 
ariilocj^tical.  The  royal  authority  was  very  li- 
mited }  the  people,  even  if  admitted  to  that  af- 
fembly;  were  of  little  or  no  weight  or  conlidera- 
cion.  .We  have  hints  given  us  in  the  hittonans  of 
the  great  power  and  riches  of  particular  noblemen ; 
and  ic  could  not  but  happen,  after  the  abolition 
of  the  Heptarchy,  when  the  king  lived  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  provinces,  that  thele  great  proprie- 
tofg,  who  refided  on  their  eftates,  would  much 
augment  their  authority  over  their  vafTals  and  re- 
tainers, and  over  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Hence  the  immeafurable  power  af- 
fumed  by  Harold,  Godwin,  I  .eofric,  Siward,  Mor- 
car,  Edwin,  Edric,  and  Alfric,  who  controlled 
the  authority  of  the  kings,  and  rendered  themfelves 
quite  necefiary  in  the  government.  The  two  lat- 
ter, 
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ter^  though  deteftcd  by  the  pC(W)1c>  <>ti  account  of 
their  joining  a  Ibrcign  enemy,  ftill  prcferved  their 
power  and  influence ;  and  we  may  therefore  con- 
clude, that  their  authority  was  founded,  not  on 
popularity,  but  on  family  rights  and  pofleffion. 
There  is  one  Athelftan,  mentioned  in  the  reign  of 
the  king  of  that  name,  who  is  called  alderman  of 
all  England,  and  is  faid  to  be  half-king ;  though 
the  monarch  himfelf  was  a  prince  of  valour  and 
ability.  And  we  find,  that  in  the  latter  Saxon 
times,  and  in  thofe  alone,  the  great  offices  went 
from  father  to  fon,  and  became,  in  a  manner,  he- 
reditary in  the  families. 

The  circumfftances  attending  the  inVafions  of 
tht  Danes,  Would  alfo  ferve  much  to  increafe  the 
pcfwcr  of  the  principal  nobittv.  Thcfc  fitc-bootfcn 
made  unexpeded  inroads  on  all  quarters ;  and  there 
w^  a  neceffity,  that  each  coun^^  Ihould  rcfift  them 
by-  its  own  force,  and  under  tKc  conduft  of  its  own 
migiftratcsr  and  nobilitjr.  For  the  fame  rcafon, 
that  a  general  war,  managed  by  the  united  efforts 
of  the  whole  ftate,  commonly  mct^afes  the  pOWer 
cfthecr6wn;  tbefe  private  wars  and  inroads  tum*^ 
cd  to  the  advantage  of -the  aldermen  and  fiobles. 

Among  that  nrtlitarjr  and  turbulent  people,  fo 
^  averfe  to  cortnmercc  and  the  arts,  fo  little  enured  to 
induftry,  juftice  was  commonly  very  ill  executed, 
and  great  oppreffion  and  violence  feeni-to  hdve' 
prevailed.     Thefc  diforders  would  be  increafed  by ' 
the  exorbitant  power  of  the  ariftocracy ;  and  wouW, 
in  their  turn,  contribute  to  increttfe  it.   *  Men,  nor^ 
daring  to  rely  on  the  gudrdianfhip  of- the' laws,  ♦ 
were  obliged  t6  devote  thcmfel'ves  to  the  fervice 
of  fom^  chieftain,  whole  ofticrs'thby  foHowed  feven 
to  the  difturbahcc  of  the^govemmtnt  or  riit  irtjtiry- 
of  their  fdlb^^-citizens,  and  wha  afforded  thcrti  in 
return  proteftion  from  any  inluk-oh  injuftice  fey 
ft  rangers.    Hence  wc  find^  by  kfic  extrads  whicn 

.    '  Dr. 
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Dr.  Brady  has  given  us  from  Domefday,  that  al- 
molt  all  the  inhabitants,  even  of  boroughs,  had 
placed  themfelves  in  the  clientlhip  of  foine  parti- 
cular nobleman,  whofe  patronage  they  purchaied 
by  annual  payments,  and  whom  they  were  obliged 
to  confider  as  their  fovereign,  more  than  tiie  king 
liimielf,  or  even  the  legiflature.  A  client,  though 
a  freeman,  was  fuppofed  fo  much  to  belong  to  his 
patron,  that  his  murderer  was  obliged  by  law  to 
pay  a  fine  to  the  latter,  as  a  compenfation  for  his 
lou  ^  in  lilLc  manner  as  he  paid  a  fine  to  the  mailer 
for  thfc  murder  of  his  flave.  Men  who  were  of  a 
more  confiderable  rank,  but  not  powerful  enough, 
each,  to  fupport  himfelf  Jby  his  own  independent 
ai^ority,  jcncered  into  formal  confederacies  toge^^ 
ther,  and  compofed  a  kind  of  fcparate  republic, 
which  rendered  itfelf  formidable  to  all  aggreflbrs. 
Dr.  Hickes  has  preferved  a  very  curious  Saxon 
bond  of  this  kind,  which  he  calls  a  So4aIiiium^ 
and  which  contains  many  particulars  charaAerifti* 
cal  of  the  manners  and  cudoms  of  the  times. 
The  aflbciates  are  there  faid  to  be  all  of  them  gen- 
tlemen of  Cambridgefiiire  ;  and  they  fwear  before 
the  holy  reliques  to  obferve  their  confederacy,  and 
to  be  faithful  to  each  other.  They  promife  to 
bury  any  of  the  aflbciates  who  dies,  in  whatever 
place  he  had  appointed ;  to  contribute  to  his  fu- 
neral charges,  and  to  attend  at  his  interment ;  and 
whoever  is  wanting  to  this  laft  duty,  binds  himlclf 
CO  pay  a  meafure  of  honey.  When  any  of  the  af- 
fociates  is  in  danger,  and  calls  for  the  afliftance  of 
his  fellows,  they  promife,  befides  flying  to  his 
fucCQUr,  to  give  information  to  the  (heriff;  and 
if  he  be  n^ligent  in  protecting  the  perfon  expofcd 
CO  hazard,  they  engage  to  levy  a  fine  of  one  pound 
upon  him.  W  the  prefident  of  the  fociety  himfelf 
be  wanting  in  this  particular,  he  binds  himfelf  to 
pay  one  pound  ^  unlefs  lie  has  the  reafonable  ex- 
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cufc  of  ficknefs,  or  of  duty  tq  his  fupcrior.  When 
any  of  the  aflboiates  is  murdered,  they  are  to  exalEl 
eight  pounds  from  the  murderer  j  and  if  he  rcfufes 
to  pay  it,  they  arc  to  profccute  him  for  the  fum 
at  their  joint  expence.  If  any  of  the  affociates, 
who  happens  to  be  poor,  kills  a  man,  the  fociety 
are  to  contribute  by  a  certain  proportion  to  pay 
his  fine ;  a  mark  a-piece,  if  the  fine  be  700  mil- 
lings ;  ]efs  if  the  perlbh  killed  be  a  clown  or  ceorle  ; 
the  half  of  that  ium,  again,  if  he  be  a  Welihman. 
But  where  any  of  the  alTociates  kills  a  man,  wil- 
fully  and  without  provocation,  he  mull  himfelf 
pay  the  fine.  If  any  of  the  aflbciates  kills  any  of 
nis  fellows,  in  a  like  criminal  manner,  befides 
paying  the  ufual  fine  to  the  relations  of  the  de- 
ceafeiC  he  muft  pay  eight  pounds  to  the  fociety, 
or  renounce  the  benefit  of  it ;  in  which  cafe  thw 
bind  thcmfclves,  under  the  penalty  of  one  pound, 
never  to  eat  or  drink  with  him,  except  in  the  prc- 
fcnce  of  the  king,  bilhop,  or  alderman.  There 
are  other  regulations  to  proteft  thcmfelves  and 
their  fervants  from  all  injuries,  to  revenge  fuch  as 
arc  committed,  and  to  prevent  their  giving  abufive 
language  to  each  other  ;  and  the  fine,  which  they 
engage  to  pay  for  that  offence,  is  a  meafure  of 
honey. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  a  confederacy  of 
this  kind  muft  have  been  a  great  fource  of  friend- 
Ihip  and  attachment,  when  mtn  lived  in  perpetual 
danger  from  enemies,  robbers,  and  oppreflbrsf. 
and  received  proteftion  chiefly  from  their  perfoaaj 
valour,  and  trom  the  affiftance  of  their  friends  or 
patrons.  As  animofities  were  then  more  violent, 
connexions  were  alfo  more  intimate,  whether  vo* 
luntary  or  derived  from  blood.  The  moft  remote 
degree  of  propinquity  was  regarded  ;  an  Indelible 
memory  of  benefits  was  prelerved  •,  itvcrc  venge- 
ance was  taken  of  injuries,    both  from  a  point 
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of  honour,  and  as  the  bed  means  of  future  fecu- 
rity  ;  and  thie  civil  union,  being  weak,  many  pri- 
vate confederacies  were  entered  into  to  fupply  its 
place,  and  to  procure  men  that  fafety,  which  the 
laws  and  their  own  innocence  were  not  alone  able 
to  infure  to  them. 

On  the  whole,  notwithftanding  the  feeming  li- 
berty, or  rather  licentioufnefs,  of  the  Anelo- 
Saxons,  the  great  body  of  the  people,  in  thole 
ages,  reaDy  enjoyed  much  lefs  true  liberty,  thaii 
miere  the  execution  of  die  laws  is  the  moft  fevere, 
and  where  fubiefts  are  reduced  to  the  ftrifteft  fub- 
ordiaadon  and  dependance  on  the  civil  magiftrate* 
The  reafon  is  derived  from  the  exc<^rs  itfelf  of  that 
liberty.  Men  mud  guard  themfelves  at  any  price 
againft  infults  and  injuries ;  and  where  thcv  re- 
ccivc  not  proteftion  from  the  laws  and  magiitrate. 
they  will  leek  it  by  fubmiffion  to  fupcriors,  and 
by  herding  in  fome  inferior  confederacy,  which 
afts  under  the  direftion  of  a  powerful  chieftain. 
And  thus  all  anarchy  is  the  immediate  caufe  of 
tyranny,  if  not  over  the  ftate,  at  leaft  over  many 
of  the  individuals. 

The  German  Saxons,  as  the  other  nations  of 
that  continent,  were  divided  into  three  ranks  of 
men,  the  noble,  the  free,  and  the  flaves.  This 
diftin^tion  they  brought  over  with  them  into 
Britain. 

The  nobles  were  called  thanes  -,  and  were  of  two 
kbds,  the  king's  thanes  and  lefler  thanes.  The 
latter  fecm  to  have  been  dependant  on  the  former; 
and  to  have  received  lands,  for  which  they  paid 
rent,  fcrvices,  or  attendance  in  peace  and  war. 
We  know  of  no  other  title,  which  railed  any  one 
to  the  rank  of  thane,  except  noble  birth  and  the 
pofTeflion  of  land.  The  former  was  always  much 
regarded  by  all  the  Gf^rman  nations  even  in  their 
moil  barbarous  ftate-,  and  as  the  Saxon  nobility 
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had  few  expenfive  plcafures  to  diffipate  their  for* 
tunes^  and  the  commons  little  trade  or  indultry  by 
^hich  they  could  accumulate  riches,  thefe  two 
ranks  of  men,  even  though  they  were  not  fepa- 
raced  by  poHtive  laws,  might  remain  long  dillinft, 
and  the  noble  families  continue  many  a^s  in  opu- 
lence and  fplendor.     There  were  no  middle  rank 
of  cncn,  who  could  mix  gradually  with  their  (u- 
periods,  and  procure  to  themfelves  infenfibly  ho- 
nour and  diftmftioni     If  by  any  extraordinary  ac- 
cident a  mean  perfon  acquired  riches,  a  circum- . 
ftance  fo  fingular  niade  nim  be  known  and  re- 
marked ;  he  became  the  objedt  of  envy,  as  wiell 
as  indignation,  to  all  the  nobles  *,  he  would  have 
great  diiRculty  to  defend  what  he  had  acouired  ; 
axui  he  would  find  it  impoflfible  to  proted  himfclf 
from  opprefCon,  except  by  courting  the  patronage 
of  fome  great  chieftain,  and  paying  a  large  price 
fos;  his  fafety. 

There  are  two  ftatutes  among  the  Saxon  laws^ 
which  feem  calculated  to  confound  tliefe  different 
ranks  of  men  -,  that  of  Athelftan,  by  which  a  mer- 
chant, who  had  made  three  long  tea  voyages  on 
his  own  account,  was  intitled  to  the  quauty  of 
^hane ;  and  that  of  the  fame  prince,  by  which  a 
ceorle  or  hufbandman,  who  had  been  able  to  pur- 
chafe  five  hydes  of  land,  and  had  a  chapd,  a 
kitchen,  a  hall  and  bell,  was  raifed  to  the  fame 
diftinftion.  But  the  opportunities  were  fo  few, 
by  which  a  merchant  or  ceorle  could  thus  exalt 
himfelf  above  his  rank,  that  the  law  could  never 
overcome  the  reigning  prejudices  •,  the  diftinftioh 
between  noble  and  bafe  blood  would  ilill  be  indor 
lible ;  and  the  well-born  thanes  would  entertaip 
the  higheil  contempt  for  thofe  legal  and  factitious 
ones.  Though  we  are  not  informed  of  any  of  thefe 
circumftances  by  ancient  hiftorians,  they  are  fo 
much  founded  on  the  nature  of  things,  that  we 

may 
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may  admit  them  as  a  neceffary  and  infallible  con- 
iequence  of  the  fituation  of  the  kingdom  during 
thofe  ages. 

The  cities  appear  by  Domcfday-book  to  have 
been  at  the  conqueft  little  better  than  villages. 
York  itfelf,  though  it  was  always  the  fecond,  at 
Iraft  the  third  city  in  England,  and  was  the  capi- 
tal of  a  great  province,  which  never  was  thorough- 
ly united  with  the  reft,  contained  then  but  141 8 
t'unilies.  Malmelbury  tells  us,  that  the  great  dif- 
tinftion  between  the  Anglo-Saxon  nobility  and  the 
French  or  Norman,  was,  that  the  latter  built  mag- 
nificenc  and  ftately  caftles  i  whereas  the  former 
cbnfumed  their  immenle  fortunes  in  riot  arid  hof- 
pitality  in  mean  houfes.  We  may  thence  infer, 
rhat  the  arts  in  general  were  much  lefs  advanced 
in  England  than  m  France  -,  a  greater  number  of 
idle  iervants  and  retainers  lived  about  the  great  fa- 
milies ;  and  as  thefe,  even  in  France,  were  power- 
ful enough  to  diiturb  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
we  may  judge  of  the  authority  acquired  by  the 
ariftocracy  in  England.  When  earl  Godwin  bc- 
fieged  the  Confe(U)r  in  London,  he  fummoncd  to- 
gether from  all  parts  his  hufcarles,  or  houfcceorlcs, 
and  retainers,  and  thereby  obliged  his  fovereigii 
to  accept  of  the  conditions  which  he  was  pleal'ed 
to  impofe  upon  him. 

The  lower  rank  of  freemen  were  denominated 
ceorles  among  the  Anglo-Saxons ;  and  where  they 
were  induftrious,  they  were  chiefly  employed  in 
hiifbandry ;  whence  a  ceorle  and  a  hufbandman  be- 
came in  a  manner  fynoninious  terms.  They  cul- 
rtvated  the  farms  of  the  nobility  or  thanes,  for 
x*hich  they  paid  rent ;  and  they  Teem  to  have  been 
removeablc  at  pleafure.  For  there  is  little  men- 
tion of  leafes  among  the  Anglo-Saxons;  the  pride 
of  the  nobility,  together  with  the  ^neral  igno- 
rance Of  writing,  muft  have  rendered  thofe  con- 
i  2  tracks 
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delay,  by  a  majority  of  voices;  ind  the  biftop' 
and  alderman  had  no  further  authority  tlian  to  keep 
Older  among  the  freeholders,  and  intcrpofe  with 
their  opinion*     Where  juftice  was  denied  during- 
three  ieflions  by  the  Hundred,  and  then  by  the* 
County  Court,  there  lay  an  appeal  to  the  king's 
court ;  but  this  was  not  pradikdi  oti  flight  occa- ' 
fions.  The  alderman  had  a  third  df  the  fines  levied 
in  thefe  courts ;  and  as  moil  of  the  ptiniihments 
were  then  pecuniary,  this  perquiiite  formed  a  con-' 
fidei-able  part  of  the  profits  belonging  to  his  office. 
Tiie  two  thirds  alfo^  which  went  to  the  king,  made^- 
na  concxmptible  (hare  of  the  public  revenue.  Any* 
frQebolder  uraa  fined  who  abfenced  himfelf  thrice; 
from  rthofe  courts. 

^  As  the  extreme  ignorance  of  the  age  made  deeds' 
aqd  writings  very  rare,  the  County  or  Hundred* 
Covrt  was  the  place  where  the  moft  remarkable* 
civil  tranfa&ions  were  finiflied,  in  order  to  pre* 
ferye  a  memorial  of  them,  and  prevent  all  future 
difputrs^  Here  teftaments  were  promulgated^ 
flaves  manumitted,  bargains  of  fale  concluded ; 
aod»  fonnetimes,  for  greater  fecurity,  the  moft  con*- 
fideraUe  of  thele  dmls  were  inferted  bi  the  blank- 
leaves  of  the  Parifli  Bible,  which  thus  became  a 
kind  of  regifter,  too  facred  to  be  falfified.  It  was; 
not  unufual  tx)  add  to  the  deed  an  imprecation  ctaf 
all  fuch  as  fhould  be  guilty  of  that  crime. 

Among  a  people,  who  lived  in  fo  fimple  a  man- 
ner as  the  Anglo-Saxons,  the  judicial  power  is  al* 
ways  of  greater  importance  than  the  legiflativci. 
There  were  few  or  no  taxes  impofed  by  the  ftates  i 
there  were  few  ftatutes  enafked;  and  the  natioiv 
was  lefs  governed  bv  laws*  than  by  cuftoms,  which 
admitted  a  great  latitude  of  interpretation.  The* 
it  fhould,  therefore,  be  allowed,  that  the  Wittena- 
gemot  was  altogetlier  oompofed  of  the  principal 
nobility,  the*  Coiiniy  Courts,  where  all  the  free- 

holders 


INTRODUCTION.         bcxi 

holders  were  admitted,  and  which  r^ulated  all  the 
diftily  occurrences  of  life,  formed  a  ver}'  widebafis 
for  the  government,    and  were  no  contemptible 
checks  on  the  ariflocracy.     But  there  is  another 
power  ftill  more  important  than  either  the  judicial 
or  legiflative  \  and  that  is  the  power  of  injuring  or 
ferving  by  itpmediate  force  and  violence,  for  which 
it  is  difncult  to  obtain  redrefs  in  courts  of  juftice. 
Id  all  extenfive  governments,  where  the  execution 
pf  the  laws  is  feeble,  this  power  naturally  falls  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  principal  nobility ;  and  the  de- 
gree of  it  which  prevails,  cannot  be  determined  fo 
much  by  the  public  ftatutes,  as  by  fmall  ftrokes 
of  hiftory,  by  particular  cuftoms,  and  fometimes 
by  the  reafon  and  nature  of  things.     The  High- 
lands of  Scotland  have  been  long  entitled  by  law 
to  every  privilege  of  Britifh  fubjefts ;  but  it  was 
not  till  very  lately  that  the  common  people  could 
in  fa£t  enjoy  thefe  privileges. 

The  powers  of  all  the  members  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  government  are  difputed  among  hiftorians 
and  antiquarians ;  and  the  extreme  obfcurity  of  the 
fubjedt,  even  though  faction  had  never  entered  in- 
to the  queftion,  would  naturally  have  begot  thofe 
controverfies.  But  the  great  influence  of  the  lords 
over  their  (laves  and  tenants,  the  clientfhip  of  the 
bjLirghers,  the  total  want  of  a  middling  rank  of 
men,  the  total  want  alfo  of  lawyers,  who  did  not 
then  form  a  feparate  profeflTion,  the  extent  of  the 
monarchy,  the  loofe  execution  of  the  laws,  the 
continued  diforders  and  convulfions  of  tlie  (late } 
all  thcfe  circumllances  evince,  that  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  government  became  at  laft  extremely  arifto- 
cratjcal ;  and  the  events  during  the  period  imme- 
diately preceding  the  conqucft,  confirm  this  infe- 
rence or  conjefture. 

Both  the  punilhments  inflifted  by  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  courts  of  judicature,  and  the  methods  of 
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}^nx>f  emploTed  in  all  caufcs,  appear  fomewhat 
ingular,  and  are  very  different  from  thofe  which 
prevail  at  prefent  among  all  civilized  natbns. 

We  muft  conceive^  that  the  ancient  Germans 
were  very  little  removed  from  the  original  (late  of 
niture ;  the  focial  confederacy  among  them  was 
more  martial  than  civil  ^  they  had  chiefly  in  view 
the  means  of  attack  or  defence  againft  public  ene^. 
mies,  not  thofe  of  protedtion  againft  their  fellow- 
citizens.  Their  poiTeflions  were  fo  flender  and  (6 
equal,  that  they  were  not  expdfed  to  great  danger } 
and  die  natural  brarvery  of  tne  people  made  every 
man  truft  to  himfelf  and  to  his  particular  friends 
for  his  defence  or  vengeance.  This  defedt  in  the 
political  union  drew  much  clofcr  the  knot  of  par- 
ticular confederacies :  An  infult  upon  any  man 
was  regarded  by  all  his  relations  and  afTociata  as 
a  common  injury  -,  they  were  bound  by  honour, 
as  well  as  by  a  fcnfe  ot  general  intcrcft,  to  revenge 
his  death,  or  any  violence  which  he  had  fuffered: 
They  retaliated  on  the  aggreffor  by  like  violences; 
and  if  he  was  protected,  as  was  natural  and  ufuat, 
by  his  own  clan,  the  quarrel  was  fprQul  ftiil  widef, 
and  bred  endlefs  diforders  in  the  nation. 

The  Frifians,  a  tribe  of  the  Germans,  had  nevcfr 
advanced  beyond  this  wild  and  imperfect  itate  of 
focicty  i  and  the  right  of  private  revehge  ftUl  re- 
mained among  them  unlimited  and  uncontroiiled. 
But  the  other  German  nations,  in  the  age  of  Ta- 
citus, had  made  one  ftep  farther  towards  complete 
ing  the  political  or  civil  union.  Though  it  ^11 
continued  to  be  an  indifpenfable  point  of  honour 
for  every  clan  to  revenge  the  death  or  injury  of 
xheir  fellow,  the  magiftrate  had  acquired  a  right  of 
interpofing  in  the  quarrel,  and  of  accommodating 
the  difference.  He  oblig^  the  pcrfon  maimed  or 
injured,  and  the  relations  of  one  killed,  to  accept 
ox  a  prefent  from  the  aggreflbr  and  his  relations, 
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tt  a  coxxipenfation  for  the  injuiy,  and  to  drop  all 
farther  profecution  of  revenge.  That  the  accom- 
niodadng  of  one  quarrel  niight  not  be  the  fpurce  of 
more,  this  prefent  was  fixed  and  certain/ accord- 
ing to  the  rank  of  the  perfon  killed  or  injured, 
and  was  commonl]r  paid  in  cattle,  the  chief  pro- 
perty of  thofe  rude  and  uncultivated  nations.  A 
pidicnt  of  this  kind  gratified  the  revenge  of  the  in- 
jured clan  by  the  lols  which  the  aggrefibr  furred  ^ 
It  iansfied  their  pride  by  the  fubmiflion  which  it 
expreflfed ;  it  diminiihed  their  regret  for  the  lo(s  or 
JQjury  of  a  kinlhoian  by  their  acquifition  of  new 
pn^ierty ;  and  thus  general  peace  was  for  a  moment 
rcftored  M  tiie  fociety. 

But  when  the  German  nations  had  been  fettled 
fooie  time  in  the  provinces  of  the  Roman  empire, 
they  made  ftill  a  new  (lep  towards  a  more  culti- 
vated life^  and  their  criminal  juftice  gradually  im- 
proved and  refined  itfelf.  The  magiftrate,  whofe 
oflke  it  was  to  guard  public  peace  and  to  fupprefs 
private  animoficies,  conceived  himfelf  to  be  injur- 
ed by  every  injury  done  to  any  of  his  people ;  and 
befides  the  compenfation  to  the  perfon  who  fuffer- 
cd^  or  to  his  clan,  he  thought  himfelf  entitled  to 
cxad  a  fine,  called  the  Friawit,  as  an  atonement 
for  the  breach  of  peace,  and  as  a  reward  for  the 
pains  which  he  had  taken  in  accommodating  the 
quarrel.  When  this  idea,  which  is  To  natural, 
was  once  fuddled,  it  was  readily  received  both  by 
nu^ftrate  and  people.  The  numerous  fines  which 
were  levied,  augmented  the  profits  of  the  king ; 
and  the  people  were  fenfible,  that  he  would  be 
more  vigilant  in  interpofing  with  his  good  offices, 
when  he  reaped  fuch  immediate  advantage  by 
them;  and  that  injuries  would  be  lefs  frequent, 
when,  bdides  compenfation  to  the  perfon  injured, 
they  were  expofed  to  this  additional  penalty. 

This  fliort  abftrad  contains  the  hlftory  of  the 
k  criminal 
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criminal  judfgrudence  of  the  northern  nations  for 
feyeral  centuries.  The  llate  of  England  in  this 
particular,  during  the  period  of  the  An^o-Saxons, 
rnay  be  judged  of  by  die  colleftipn  of  ancient 
laws»  publifhed  by  Lambord  and  Wilkins.  The 
chief  purport  of  thefc  laws  is  not  to  prevent  or  fup- 
pirer3  entirely  private  quarrels,  which  the  Jegifla- 
tors  kniew  to  be  impoffible,  but  only  to  regulate 
ahd  moderate  them.  The  Taws  of  Alfred  enjoin, 
that  if  any  one  knows,  that  his  enemy  or  aggreflbr, 
aft^r  doing  him  an  injury,  refolves  to  keep  within 
hb  own  houfe  and  j^is  awn  Idnds^ht  (halt  not  fight 
him,  tin  he  require  compenfation  for  the  'injtiiy. 
If  he  be  ftrong  enough  to  beflege  him  in  his  hbufe, 
he  may  do  it  for  feven  days  without  attacktn^  hitti  •, 
and  if  the  aggrefi&r  is  willing,  during  that  time,  to 
furrender  himfclfand  his  arms,  his  adverfary  rtay 
detain  him  thirty  days,  but  is  afterwaitis  obliged 
to  reftore  him  mt  to  hi;  kindred,  and  he  contented 
ioiibtbe  compenfatiqn.  If  the  criminal  fly  to  the 
temple,  that  fanduary  muft  not  be  violated. 
Where  the  aflailant  has  not  force  fufficieht  to  be* 
(ieffie  the  criminal  in  his  houfe,  he  muft  apply  to  tht 
idderman  for  afliftancx  ^  and  if  the  alderman  refufes 
aid,  the  aflailant  muft  have  recourfe.  to  the  king. 
And  he  is  not  rllowed  to  aflfault  the  hovle;  tilf  af- 
ter a  refufai  from  this  fqpreme  ma^iftr^te;  If  ^ 
one  meets  with  his  enetny,  and  is  ignorant  that  he 
was  refolved  to  keep  within  his  own  landsr,  hemtift, 
before  he  attacks  him,  requite  him  to  furrender 
hhnfelf  a  prifoner,  and.  deliver  up  his  arnls ;  in 
which  cafe  he  may  detdn  him  thirty  days:  iBuft  if 
he  refules  to  deliver  up  his  .arms»,  it  is  then  lawful 
to.  fig^t  him. .  A  flaye  ixiay  fight  his  maflers  quar . 
rel :  A  father  vnd^  jSgbt  in  his  fon's  with  any  one^ 
except  with  his  mafter. 
it  was  enaAed  by  kir^  Ina,  thatue  map  fhould 

take 


INTRODUCTI  ON.       Ixxr 

cake  revenge  of  an  injury  till  he  had  firft  demand* 
cd  compenfation,.and  had  been  refufed  it. 

King  Edmond)  in  the  preamble  to  his  laws,  men* 
tipns  the  general  diflatisfaftiony  occafioned  by  the 
miihiplicity  of  private  feuds  and  battles  ;  and  he 
eftabli(hes  fevcral  expedients  to  remedy  this  griev- 
ance. He  ordains,  that  if  any  one  murders  ano« 
cher,  he  may>  with  the  afllftance  of  his  kindred,  pay 
Within  a  twelvemonth  the  fine  of  his  crimq ;  and 
if  chey -abandon  him,  he  fhall  alone  fuftain  the 
deadly  ifeud  or  quarrel  with  the  kindred  of  the 
muTsdered  perfon  :  EUs  own  kindred  are  free  from 
the  feud,  but  on  condition  that  thev  neither  con- 
vqrfe  with  the  criminal,  nor  fupply  him  with  meat 
crotber  necejfarits:  If  any  of  them,  after  renounce* 
ing  him,  receive  him  into  their  houfe,  or  give  him 
^^,amce^  they  are  fineable  to  the  king,  and  are  in- 
Tpl ved  in  the  feud.  If  the  kindred  of  the  murder* 
.ed  perfon  take  revenge  of  any  but  the  criminal 
himfelf,  after  ie  is  abandoned  by  bis  kindred^  all  t;heir 
property  is  forfeited,  and  they  are  declared  to  be 
enemiies  to  the  king  and  all  his  friends.  It  is  alfo 
ordaiaecL  that  the  fine  for  murder  (hall  never  be 
rqxutted  J:)y  the  king,  and  that  no  criminal  fhall  be 
jtiiled  ti^ho  flics  to  the  church,  or  any  of  the  king's 
Cpwos  ;  and  the  king  himfelf  declares  that  his  houfe 
^^I  give  ho  protedion  to  murderers,  till  they 
Lave  laiisficd  the  church  by  their  penance,  and  the 
.kin^iTed  of  the  deceafed  by  making  compenfation. 
inhere  f(4iows  the  meiJioa  appointed  for  tranfaA- 
iogxhis  compoiition, 

j^lirfe.  Attempts  of  Ed(nond  tocontraft  and  di- 
.mioifh  the  feuds,  were  contrary  to  the  ancient  fpi- 
rit  of  tW  northern  barbarians,  and  were  an  advance 
towards  a  more  regular  adminiftration  of  iufticc. 
By  the  ^^ic  law,  any  man  might,  by  a  public  de- 
claration, exempt  himfelf  from  his  family  quarrels : 
But  then  he  was  conlidered  by  the  law  as  no  longer 
k  2  belong- 
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belonging  to  the  far^ily^  ^  atid  he  wa^  deprived  of 
all  right  of  fucceifioo,  j^  apuniHunent  of  his  cow- 
ardice. 

. .  The  price  of  the  king*$  head,  or  his  weregild,  as 
It  was  tnen  called,  was  by  law  30,000  thrimfas,  a 
fpecies  of  coin  whofe  value  is  uncertain.  The 
price  of  the  prince's  head  was  15,000  thrimfas ; 
ihat  of  a  bilhop's  or  Alderman's  8000 ;  a  fheriflF's 
^4000 ;  a  thane*s  or  clergyman's  2000 ;  a  ceorle's 
*tl66.  Thefe  jprices  were  fixed  by  the  laws  of  the 
Angles.  By  the  Mercian  law,  the  price  of  a  ceorle's 
head  was  200  fliillings  \  that  of  a  thane's  fix  times 
as  much  \  that  of  a  king's  fix  times  more.  By 
the  laws  of  Kent,  the  price  of  the  archbifhop*s 
^h^  was  higfier  than  that  of  the .  king's.  Such  re* 
fpeA  was  then  paid  to  the  ecclefiaftics !  It  muft  be 
[underllood,  that  where  a  perfon  was  unabk  to  pay 
the  line,  he  was  put  out  of  the  proteftion  of  the 
law,  and  the  kindred  of  the  dece^ed  had  liberty  to 
punifh  him  as  they  thought  proper. 

Some  antiquarians  have  thought,  that  thefe  com* 
penfations  were  only  given  for  man-flaughter,  not 
lor  wilful  murder :  But  no  fuch  diftinftion  appeajrs 
|n  the  laws^  and  it  is  contradided  by  the  pra^ice 
of  all  the  other  barbarous  nations,  by  that  of  the 
ancient  Germans,  and  by  that  curious  monument 
oif  Saxon  antiquity,  prclcrved  by  Hicks. .  Thete 
is  indeed  a  law  01  Alfred,  making  wilful  murder 
capital  *,  but  this  feems  only  to  have  been  aa  at- 
tempt of  that  Kr^at  legiflator  for  eftablifiiiiig  abe^ 
ter  police  in  the  kingdom,  and  to  have  reoiained 
without  execution.  By  the  laws  of  the  fainc  prince, 
a  confpiracy  againft  the  life  of  the  king  might  be 
redeemed  by  a  fine,  * 

The  price  of  all  kinds  of  wounds ,  was  likewife 
fixed  by  the  Saxon  laws :  A  wound  of  an  inch 
jpng  under  the  hair  was  paid  with  one  {hilling  : 
One  of  a  like  fize  on  the  face,  two  {biUings :  T4ur- 
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ry  (hillings  forthelofs  of  an  ear;  and  fo  forth. 
There  Teems  not  to  have  been  any  difference  made 
according  to  the  dignity  of  the  perfon.  By  EthcU 
berths  laws,  any  one  who  committed  adultery  with 
his  neighbour's  wife  was  obliged  to  pay  him  a  fine, 
and  buy  him  another  wife. 

Thefe  inftitutions  are  not  peculiar  to  the  an- 
cient Germans.  They  feem  to  be  the  neceffary 
progrefs  of  criminal  jurifprudence  among  every 
free  people,  where  the  will  of  the  fovercign  is  not 
implicitly  obeyed.  We  find  them  among  theaa- 
'ctent  Greeks  during  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war. 
Compofitions  for  murder  are  mentioned  in  Ncftor*s 
fpeechto  Achilles  in  the  Ninth  Iliad^  and  are  called 
APoiMAi.  The  Irilh,  who  never  had  any  connec* 
tion  with  the  German  nations,  adopted  the  fame 
pra&ice  till  very  lately  -,  and  the  price  of  a  man's 
head  was  calledamong  them  eric  ;  as  we  learn  from 
Sir  John  Davis.  The  fame  cuftom  fecms  alfo  to 
have  prevailed  among  the  Jews. 

Theft  and  robbery  were  very  frequent  among 
die  Anglo-Saxons.  To  impofc  fome  check  upon 
thefe  cnmes,  it  was  ordained  tnat  no  man  Ihouldfellor 
buy  any  thing  above  twenty-pence  value,  except 
in  open  market  •,  and  every  bargain  of  fale  muft  be 
executed  before  witnefTes.  Gangs  of  robbers  much 
difturbed  the  peace  of  the  country  5  and  the  law 
determined,  that  a  tribe  of  banditti,  confilling  of 
between  feven  and  thirty-five  perfons,  was  to  be 
called  a  turmd^  or  troop :  Any  greater  company 
was  denominated  an  army.  The  punifhnients  for 
this  crime  were  various,  but  none  of  them  capital. 
If  any  man  could  track  his  ftolen  cattle  into  ano- 
ther's ground,  the  latter  was  obliged  to  Ihew  the 
tracks  out  of  it,  or  pay  their  value. 

Treafofn  and  rebellion,  to  whatever  excefs  they 
were  carried,  were  not  then  capital,  but  might  be 
redeemed  by  a  fum  of  money.     The  legiflators, 

knowing 
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Jcnowing  ic  impoflibleto  prevent  all  diforders;  onljr 
impoied  a  higher  fine  on  breaches  c^the  peace  com-- 
mitted  in  the  king's  court,  or  before  an  alderman 
or  biihop.  An  aiehoufe  too  feems  to  haVe  been 
.cooHdered  as  a  privileged  place ;  and  any  quarrela 
that  arofe  there  were  more  feverely  punilhcd  thao 
<ifewhere. 

If  the  punifhments  of  crimes  among  the  Angkv 
Saxons  appear  lingular,  the  proofs  were  no  lefsfo,; 
and  were  alfo  the  natural  refult  of  the  fitution  of 
thcfe  people.  Whatever  we  may  imagine  conceri¥< 
ing  theuiual  truth  and  lincerity  of  men,  who  live 
in  a  rude  .and  barbarous  ftate,  there  is  much  moxe 
falfehood,  .and  even  perjury,  among  them  chan 
-among  civilized  nations  •,  and  virtue,  which  13  iie- 
Jthing  but  a  more  enlarged  and  more  cultivated  Tea- 
Ion,  never  flouriihes  to  ^y  degree,  nor  is  founded 
•onfteady  principles  of  honour,  except  where  a  good 
^^ucation  becomes  general :  and  men  are  taugfagt 
the  pernicious  confequences  of  vice,  treachery,v^nd 
immorality*  Even  fuperjftkion,  fthough  more  ipre-r 
valent  amons  i^orant  nations,  is  but  a  poor  Sup- 
ply, for  the . wfeds  of  knowledge  aiKi  education  ^ 
■vid  our  European  dnccfit>Fs,  who  employed  evwiy 
moment  the  expedient  of  fwearing  on  extraor^iM* 
ffycrofles  and  reliques,  were  Icis  .honourable  in  itU 
engagements  than  cbeir  pofterity,  who  fvem  i^iKpc- 
fience  havie  omitted  thefe  inefie&ual  iecufiMs, 
This  gene/ial  pEonenefs  to  perjury niras  much  jia- 
creaied  by  the  ufual  want  ox  difoernment  in  judges^ 
who  could  notxlifcufs  an  intricate  evidence,  «nd 
iwere  obliged  to  number,  not  weigh,  the  teJOtinapny 
of  the  witnefies.  Hence  the  ridiculous  pr^£tice,*f 
obliging  men  ^to  bring  compurajnors,  who,  as  ^tboy 
did  not  pretend^to  know  any  thingof  ithefadvei^* 
prefled  upon  oath  that  they  believed  the  ptrfon 
ipoke  true ;  and  thefe  compurgamrs,  were  in  Sstmt 
oaib  multiplied  to  ihe  number  ,of  thflee  huadx)ed. 

The 
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The  pra£bice  alfo  of  (ingle  combat  was  cmjrfdyed 
fay  moft  nations  on  the  continent  as  a  remedy  againftt 
faUe  evidence ;  and  though  it  was  frequently  drop- 
pedy  from  the  oj^pofition  of  the  clergy,  it  was  con- 
tinually  revived^  from  experience  of  the  falfehood 
attending  the  teftimony  ot  witnefTes.  It  became  at 
lift  a  ipecies  of  jurifprudence ;  and  the  cafes  werC' 
determined  by  law,  in  which  the  party  might  chal-^ 
lenge  his  adverfary^  or  the  witneflesy  or  the  judge 
himfelf :  Andth<High  thefe  cuftoms  were  abfurd,. 
chjey  were  rather  an  improvement  on  the  method^' 
of  trial,  which  had  formerly  been  praftifed  among' 
riiefe  barbarous  nations,  and  which  ftill  prevaikdr 
among  the  Anglo-Saxons. 

When  any  controverfy  about  a  fadl  became  toa 
mcricate  for  tliefe  ignorant  judges  to  unravel,  the^ 
had  Fccourfe  to  what  they  called  the  judgment  of 
God,'  that  is,  to  fortune  ^  and  their  methods  for 
confulting  this  oracle  were  various.  One  of  them- 
#85  the  decifion  by  the  crofi  \  and  it  was  praftiicd 
kl  this  muiner.  When  a  perfon  was  accufed  of 
any  crime,  he  firft  cleared  himfelf  by  oath,  attend-^ 
tdt  by  eleven  compurgators :  He  next  took  two 
pieces  of  wood,  one  of  which  was  marked  with  tht 
figs  of  thecrols  ;  and  wrapping  both  up  in  wool, 
bepk^ed  them  on  the  altar,  or  fome  celebrated  rc« 
lique.'  After  folemn  prayers  for  the  fuccefs  of  the 
ei^rnnent,.a  prieft,  or  in  his  dread  fome  unexperi- 
enced yuuth^  took  up  one  of  the  pieces  of  wood, 
and  if  he  happened  upon  that  marked  with  the  fi- 
gore  of  the  crofs,  the  perfon  was  pronounced  inno- 
cent; as  if  otherwife  guilty.  This  pradbice,  as  it 
arofe  from  fuperftition,  was  abolilhed  by  it  in 
France.  The  Emperor,  I,ewis  the  Dcbonnaire, 
prolubited  that  method  of  trial,  not  bccuufe  it  was 
OAceruin,  but  left  that  facred  figure,  fays  he,  of  the 
crofs  ihould  be  proftitutcd  in  common  difputes 
and  contrpvprfics. 

The 
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The  ordeal  was  another  eftabiKhed-onethod  ot 
trial  among  the  Anglo-Saxons.  It  was  praftiied 
either  by  boiling  water  or  red-hot  iron.  The  wa- 
ter or  iron  was  confecrated  by  many  prayers^  m^*<* 
ies,  failings,  and  exorcifms  -,  after  which,  the 
perfun  accui'ed  either  took  up  alione  funk  into  the- 
water  to  a  ceruin  depth,  or  carried  the  iron  a. 
certain  diilance  •,  and  his  hand  being  wrapped  up^ 
and  the  covering  fcaled  for  tlifep  day&,  if  there  ap- 
peared on  examining  it  no  marks  of  burning,  he 
was  pronounced  innocent^  if  otherwife,  guilty #; 
The  trial  by  cold  water  was  different :  Tlie  perfpn, 
was  thrown  into  confecrated  water  -,  if  he  Iwam  he 
was  guilty ;  if  he  funk,  innocent.  It  is  difficult 
for  us  to  conceive,  how  any  innocent  perfon  could 
everefcape  by  the  one  trial,  or  any  criminal  be 
oonvided  by  the  other.  But  there  was  another 
ufage  admirably  calculated  for  allowing  every,  cri- 
minal toefcape^  who  had  confidence  enough  io%xy 
it.  A  confecrated  cake,  called  a  corfned,  waa 
produced ;  which  if  the  perfon  could  fwallow  and 
digeft,  he  was  pronounced  innocent. 

The  feudal  law,  if  it  had  place  at  all  among  tbc 
Anglo-Saxons,  which  is  doubtful^  ceruinly  waa 
not  extended  over  all  the  landed  property,  and  wai 
not  attended  with  thpfe  conlequences  of  homagjc^ 
reliefs,  wardfhip,  marriage,  and  other  burthens,^ 
which  were  infeparable  from  it  in  the  kingdoms  ot* 
the  continent.  As  the  Saxons  expelled  or  de- 
ftroyed  entirely  the  ancient  Britons,  they  plame4 
themfelves  in  this  ifland  on  the  fame  footing  with 
their  anceftors  in  Germany,  and  found  no  occafion 
for  the  feudal  inflitution;;,  which  were  calculated 
CO  maintain  a  kind  of  ftaoding  army,  always  in  rea* 
dinefs  to  fupprefs  any  infurrcoLlon  of  the  conquered 
peqple.  The  trouble  and  expence  of  defending  the 
fiatc  in  England  lay  equally  upon  all  the  land  i 
Md  ic  was  ufual  for  every  five  hydes  to  equip  a 

mail 
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oum  for  the  icnricc.    The  frinoda  neceffitasy  as  it 
was  failed,  or  the  burthen  of  military  expeditions, 
of  npairiog  highways,  and  of  building  and  fup- 
portii^  bridges,  was  infeparable  from  landed  pro* 
perty,  even  thoush  it  belonged  to  the  church  or 
mooflffleries,  unku  exempted  by  a  particular  char- 
ter.    The  ceorles  or  hufbandmen  were  provided 
wkh  arms,  and  were  obliged  to  take  their  turn  in 
military   duty.     There   were  computed  to  be 
a4g,6GO  hydes  in  England ;  confcqtiently  the  ordi-^ 
nary  military  force  of  the  kingdom  confifted  of 
48,720  men  \  though,  no  doubt,  on  extraordinanf 
occafions,  a  greater  power  might  be  aflbhblecf. 
The  king  and  nobility  had  fome  military  tenants, 
who  were  called  Sithcun-men.    And  there  were 
lame  lands  annexed  to  the  ofBce  of  alderman,  and 
toodier  offices ;  but  thefe  probably  were  not  of 
girat  exttfit,  and  were  poiTeilcd  only  during  plea- 
lure,  as  in  the  commencement  of  the  feudal  law  in 
other  countries  of  Europe. 

The  revenue  of  the  king  feems  to  have  confifted 
chiefly  in  his  demefnes,  which  were  large ;  and  in 
the  tolls  and  impofts  which  he  probably  levied  at 
diicrecion  on  the  boroughs  and  fea-ports,  that  lay 
within  his  demefnes.  He  could  not  alienate  any 
part  of  his  land,  even  to  religious  ufes,  without 
the  conlent  of  the  ftates.  Danegelt  was  a  land-tax 
of  a  (hilling  a  hyde,  impofed  bv  the  ftates,  either 
for  payment  of  the  Aims  exaAed  by  the  Danes,  or 
ter  puttins  the  kingdom  in  a  pofture  of  defence 
sgainft  thefe  invaders. 

The  Saston  pound,  as  likewife  thofe  coined  for 
fomr  centuries  after  die  Conqueft,  were  three  times 
the  weight  of  our  prefent  money  :  There  were  for-* 
ty-ejffht  fhillii^  m  the  pound,  and  five-pence  in 
alhilling;  and  confequently  a  Saxon  fiiillingwas 
a  fifth  larger  than  ours,  and  a  Saxon  penny  three 
umes  as  large.    As  to  die  value  of  money  in  thofe 

1  times. 
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times,  compared  to  the  necelTaries  of  life,  there  are 
fome,  though  not  very  ceruin,  means  of  commuta- 
tion. A  iheep,  by  the  laws  of  Athelftan,  was  cfti- 
mated  at  a  fhillirig -,  that  is,  f]ftt(;n  pence  pf  our 
money.  The  fleece  was  two  fifths  of  the  value  of 
the  whole  iheep  ;  much  above  its  prefent  eftima;^ 
tion ;  of  which  the  reafon  probably  was,  that  the 
Saxons,  like  the  ancients,  were  liule  acquainted 
with  any  other  cloathing  but  that  made  of  wool. 
SHk  and  cotton  were  quite  unknown :  Linen  was 
not  much  ufed.  An  ox  was  computed  at  fix  times 
the  value  of  a  iheep  •,  a  cow  at  tour.  If  we  fup- 
pofe  that  the  cattle  in  that  age,  from  the  defeats  of 
huA)andry,  were  not  fo  large  as  they  iare  at  prefent 
in  England,^  we  may  compute  that  money  was  then 
near  ten  times  of  greater  value.  A  hone  was  va* 
lued  at  about  thirty-fix  (hillings  of  our  nooney,  or 
thirty  Saxon  (hillings ;  a  mare  a  third  lefs.  A 
nutn  at  three  pounds.  The  board-wages  of  a  child 
the  firft  year  was  eight  (hillings ;  a  cow's  pafture- 
ih  fummer,  and  an  ox's  in  winter.  Wilham  of 
Malme(bury  mentions  it  as  a  high  price  that  Wil- 
liam  Rufus  gave  fifteen  marks  for  a  horfe,  or  about 
thirty  pounds  of  our  prefent  money.  Between  the 
years  900  an'd  1000,  Ednoth.  bought  a  hyde  of 
land  for  about  118  (hillings.  This  was  a  little 
more  than  a  (hilling  an  acre,  which  indeed  appears 
to  have  been  theulual  price,  as  we  may  leaf n  from 
other  accounts.  A  paltrey  was  fold  for  twelve  (hil- 
lings about  the  year  966.  The  value  of  an  ox  in 
king  Ethclrcd's  time  was  between  feven  and  eight 
(hillings ;  a  cow  about  fix  (hillings.  Gcrvas  of 
Tilbury  fays,  that  in  Henry  the  Firft's  time,  bread 
during  a  day  for  a  hundred  men  was  rated  at  thriec 
(hillings,  or  a  (hilling  of  that  age ;  for  it  is  thought 
that  foon  alter  the  Conqueft  a  pound  fterling  was 
divided  into  twenty  (hillings  :  A  (heep  was  rated 
ata  (hilling)  and  fo  of  otherthings  in  proportion.  In 
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Achelftan^s  cime'a  ram  was  valued  at  a  fhilling,  or 
four-pence  Saxon.  The  tenants  of  Shireburn  were 
obliged,  at  their  choice^  to  pay  either  fix-pence  or 
four  hens.  .About  1 232,  the  abbot  of  St.  Alban's, 
going  on  a  journey,  hired  feven  handfome,  ftout 
horfes )  and  agreed,  if  any  of  them  died  on  the  road, 
to  pay  the  owner  30  (hillings  a-piece  of  our  pre- 
fent  money.  It  Is  to  be  remarked,  that  in  all  an- 
cient times,  corn,  being  a  fpecies  of  manufaAory, 
bore  always  a  higher  price,  compared  to  cattle,  than 
it  does  ill  our  times.  The  Saxon  Chronicle  tells 
us,  that ,  in  the  rdgn  of  Edward  the  CohfefTor^ 
there  was  the  molt  terrible  famine  ever  known ; 
inlbmuch  that  a,  quarter  of  wheat  rofe  to  fixty  pen^ 
nies,  or  about  fifteen  (hillings  of  our  prefent  mo- 
ney. Confequently  it  was  as  dear  as  it  it  now  coft 
feven  pounds  ten  (hillings  fterling.  This  much 
exceeds  the  great  famine  in  the  end  of  the  reign  gf 
qiieeh  Elizabeth ;  when  a  quarter  of  wheat  was 
fold,  for  four  pounds.  Money  in  this  la(t  period 
was. nearly  ot  the  fame  valu^  as  in  our  time.. 
The(e  enormous  famines  ai-e  a  certainproof  of  bad. 
hufbandry. 

.  On  the  whole,  there  are  three  things  to  be  con- 
fidered,  wherever  a  fum  of  money  is  mentioned  in  , 
ancient  times.  Fird,  the  change  of  denomination, 
by  which  a  pound  has  been  reduced  to  the  third 
part  of  its  ancient  weight  in  filver.  Secondly,  the 
change  in  value  by  the  greater  plenty  of  money, 
which  has  reduced  the  fame  weight  of  filver  to  ten 
times  lefs  value,  compared  to  commodities  ^  and 
confequently  a  pound  fterling  to  the  thirtieth  part 
of  the  ancient  value.  Thirdly,  the  fewer  people 
and  Iefs\indu(lry,  which  were  then  to  be  found  in 
every  European  kingdom.  This  circumftance  made 
even  tjie  thirtieth  part  of  the  fum  more  difficult 
to  levy,  and  caufed  any  fum  to  have  more  than 
thi|;ty  tlvaes  more  weight  and  influence  both  abroad 
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iiid  at^honle,  than  moor  i»ncir|'.m  tkc^imntjoBji^ 
Mr  thau:tt  fijfli^  whundred  thooikBd  peundfrfiar 
liiftanGe,  is  at  porfcM  tnoie  dtiBciik  tou  1^ 
IbidU^ftate,  fuchos  Savaija,  tnd cati opcrarr  ffrm* 
Weflfe^  on  fuch  afmallcommuiiky^inaiLonfii^ 
llMd.    This  laft  difFcrtnce  is  not  cofy  to  bccako. 
kued  2  But  allDii^;Mig,  that  England  has  now  wkmk 
.fil«  times  *more  induftry,  and  three  times  moie 
^JltMlethaii  it  had  at  the  Conqueflvjuid  £ar  fin^ 
iisJ^  iifterit)  we  ai^  ^  iipon  that  fappofitiaii,:?!^ 
MAteive,  taking  all  cinaitiiftancea  tc^cher^  anj 
Umi;^  ^fHoney  mftntioned  by  Jiiftonaiis^  aa.if.it 
m^  tfttiltiplied'  m6re  than  an  hundraLfbldabove 
ailimof  the.fame  deiiominatiQn  at  mfeitt. . 
'Hw-  tbk  SutOfi  times,  land  was  dtvidcd  equally 
mM^^dtthe.  ai^e^childrtn  of  the:  docealed, jk>. 
MNlii^  to  the  ci^iom  cf  OavetkiixL     Entails. 
«Mre,  tometimes  praftifed  in  thofe  times.  '  Lands 
iMM  chiefly  of  two  kinds,  bock-land,  orlandiiidd 
llf -book  or  chaitttr,  which  were  regarded  as  fidl. 
plopertyyand  defcended  to  the  heirs^of  tbepofltfE 
Mlt&/andlUkland,  orthelandheldby  the  ceories 
or  common  people,  who  were  removable  at^phibi 
^dfe;  and  wdtt  Indeed  only  tenants  during  the^| 
OlPtileiriords.  .      ^      :j:ti:.^ 

^/^Pbefirft  attempt,  which  we  find  in  England. tot 
feparatethe  ecclefiaftical  fiiom  the  civil  jurifiii&ioff^^ 
iMitiut  law  of  Edgar,  by  which  all  diiputes  anfeongp 
the  dogy  were  ordered  to  be  carried  befisre  dMi 
bifliop.  Thepenanceswnethen  very  ievtre^  but. 
as  a  man  could  bity  them  oflTby  money,  or.oughc) 
fubftitute  others  to  perform  them,  they  Iay;98ry> 
eafy  upon  the  rich.  .  u  i. 

.  With  regard  co  t  he  manners  of  the  Ang^OhSaxbilar^ 
we  can  lay  little,  but  that  they  were  in  genesal^^.: 
rude,  uncultivated  people,  ignorant  of  letters^  :tni«>  -. 
fkUied  in  the  mecnanical  arts,  untamed  ta  fnb- 
nkiifion  under  law  and  govemmeitt^  -addiftn^.y: 
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jiittis|iafancc^  tiot,  and  di&nder...  Their  beft  qua* 
liC7 .  vas  thdr- military  couragp^  which  i  was  not 
iimioroed  t^idifciplinc  or  condud.     Their  nant 
id-jodciitf  to  the  prince,  or.  to  any  truft  repofed  in 
dmi^  appears  ftrongly  in  the  hiSaovy  of  their  fetter 
penodi  and  their  want  q£  humamty  in  .all  thck; 
niftary.^     Eyen  the  Norman  hiOiorians^.  notwith- 
ftanding  the  low  ftateof  the  ar£s.in  their  coumry^ 
^ealccf  thcm'<aa  barbarians,,  when  thev.  nieaiion« 
ue  harafio^niadc  upon  them  by  the  duke  of  Nor^*. 
auodyu   The  Conqueft  put  the  peo^e  in  a  fitua* 
aono^Freodaring^ (lowly  fion  abroad  thodrudimwtti 
fificience:  aad  cultivation^  and  of  oorre£ling  their 
Bough  and  iietntious  mannMf.     .i.tiri*  .- 
'  Wc  ikdlclofe  the  Introdu&ion  with. the fubfe.. 
cpmcaccount  of  the  numnen  of*  the  original; £ii». 
ttins :  Th^  lived  in  tribes  or  ieparate  clans^  under 
ibe  ariftocratical  rule  of  their  feveral  lords  ;  andi 
tfiaogii  fome  of  thefe  uniting  formed  themielves  ins- 
til more  powerfulftates,  invefling  particular  chiefiiL 
with  the  royal  authority ;  each  apart  coniidered. 
kimielf  as  an  independent  fovereign;  and^a  great 
Bomber  being  unwilling  to  undergo  the  leaf);'  com^> 
pulfion  or  controul^  contented  themfelvea  with 
elefting  a  general  in  times  of  danger^  when  cheyc. 
thooght  themfelves  obliged  to  join  their  forces  .for 
tlsir  mutual  faicty :  not  but  that  they  were  often 
biiadto their  own  intereft in  thisparticular,  and  i^ 
fiafingtounitevfaw  themfelves  amultedand  reduced, 
in.thcir  turns;  &>  that  while  they  fought  in  fingle** 
ttifacs^the  whole  nation  was  vanquiihed.  This  wane 
of  unanimity  was  the  efied:  of  their  pride,  levity, 
and  ferocious  difpofition.     They  were  impatient  of 
difeiplihe  and  order,  inconilant  in  their  purfuits, 
fuddcn  ia  their  refentments,  and  barbarous  in  their 
revenge*    . 

Strangersfto  luxury,  and  even  to  what  are  nowf 
th^wghtihrneycflaries  of  life,  their  wealth  coniifted^'    a 
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in  their  hetdBbf  cattle,  which  they  drove  fromphcc 
topUce  tor  the  convenience  of  pafture,  like  the  -anr 
dent  Nonudes ;  as  for  the  tin,  lead,  iron,  com^ 
haory  bridles;  coUan;  amber,  glafs  vciTeU,  bafkets,' 
and  other  toys,  which  were  exported  from  Brhaini 
tfai^  were  manufa6tured  by  the  Belgac,  and  other 
ndtions  who  fettled  in  the  maritime  parts  of  the 
Kland  }  the  inland  inhabitants  dealt  in  nothing  but 
cattle,  hides,  and  tallow,  which  they  bartered  tor 
Asoh  things- as  they  deemed  indilpenfably  ncccflary; 
They  lived  in  wretched  huts  or  cabins  made  ot 
boughs,   and  plaftered*  with  mud  i   and  even  ia 
thefe  thev  found  means  to  manifcft  their  hofpita- 
lity  to  urangers,  whom  they  eiltemed  as  facrcd 
add'  inviolaBlc.    Their  diec  was '  fiinple  and  parfi- 
mobious)  their  food  conftAed  chiefly  of  milk  andi 
TQoHbn  ;•  their  ordmary  drink  was  wiiter  •,  yet,  vpoa 
catraordinary  occalions,  they  indulged  them^lycs. 
with  a  kind  of  fermented  liquor  'made  of  barfey,- 
honey,   or  apples,   and  when  intoxicated,   never: 
£uled  to  quarrel^  like  the  ancient  Thracians. 
:  They  were  taller,  though  lefs  robuft,  than' the. 
Gnub ;  yet  their  conftitutions  were  inured  to  hard«- : 
Ihip'Oiul  fatigue;  and  their  longevity  was  theim- 
mcdiaie  efie&  of  their  temperance.    Thetireis  of 
their  nobles  confifted  of  a  belted  plaid  of  variegated 
colours,  with  troafers,  that  anfwered  the  purpolcs 
of  ftockings  as  well  as  breeches;  and  thefe  were 
common  to  all  the  Gauls  upon  the  continent ;  fome 
of  thofe  who  could  not  afibrd  to  purchafe  this  habit, 
covered  themfelves  with  fkins,  and  the  poorer  fort 
went  almoft  quite  naked*     Perhaps  it  was  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  want  of  covering,  tliat  they  had 
r^courfe  to  the  praftice  of  painting  their  bodies 
with  a  fubftance  that  fhut  up  the  pores,  and  de- 
fended the  nerves  of  die  (kin  from  the  inclemen.-. 
ciet  of  the  weather;  thus  fortlBed,  Dio  Nicacus 
tdb'US,  they  could  endure  the  fcvcreft  cold,  and 
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even  .remain  y^holc  days  immerfed  in  mud.     They 
were  poorly  provided  with  warlike  weapons^  either 
for  annoyance  or  defence;  the  better  ibrt  ufed  Uie 
broad -fword  and  dagger,   together  with  javelins 
and  arrov;s  •,:  but  the  common  people  had  nu  other, 
offeofive  arms  than  fharpened  flicks  for  javelins, 
and  long  ftaves  edged  with  Aint,  or  headed  witk 
copper,  in  iieu  of  halberts^  which  .were;  likewife. 
furntflied  with  a  kind  of  bell,  to  fcare  their  ene- 
mies in  battle.  .  They  had  neither  coats  of  mail, 
nor  helmets,  but  ddended  themielves  with  light 
round  targets  of  wood,   or  twigs  covered  witb 
leather  and  lludded  with  nailf  of  brafs^ .   The:oaly« 
finery  which  they  afre6ked,  was  in  their  chariots  of. 
war,  which  were  curioufly  carved  and  painted,  .and. 
fo  contrived  as  to  be  fbopped  and  turned  on  the; 
declivity  of  hills,  with  aflonifhing  dexterity  :  they 
were  generally  drawn  by  two  horfe.s,  and  each  con*, 
t^ned  the  driver  and  a  fingle  warrior,  who  darted 
his  javelins  at  the  enemy,  and  even  drove  among, 
their  thickeft  ranks,  terrifying^   trampling,   and. 
cutting  them  in  pieces  with  long  fcythcs  fixed  to 
the  axle-tree  of  the  wheels.      Tl>ey  frequen^- 
leaped  from  their  chariots,  and  fought  on  foot,. 
until  being  fatigued  or  overpowered^  they  relmned 
their  feats  5  and  they  were  16  expert  in  the  mari^'-. 
ment  of  thofe  machines,  that  they  could  flop  or 
turn  them  at  full  fpeed,  fit,  (land,  run  upon  the 
beam,  and  leap  out  and  in,  as  the  occafion  requir- 
ed.    They  often  retreated  on  purpofe  to  draw  the 
enemy  into  confufion,  and  then  returned  to  the  at- 
tack with  redoubled  fury  ^  but  they  always  en- 
gaged in  feparate  bodies,  that  they  might  have 
room  to  a£l,  and  fuilain  thole  that  wanted  fuccour. 
The  Britons,  as  well  as  the  Gauls,  were  remark- 
ably bold  and  entcrprifing  -,  they  charged  with  lur- 
prifing  impetuofity,  after  having  endeavoured  to 
intimidate  the  foe  with  the  hoarfe  and  difmal  found:, 
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cf  their  tiirbtrDiii  crumpets,  repteted  ihouti,  and 
tiie  ciaj(hmg  of  their  am^ ;  and  tfaef  advanced  to 
bactle,  dancing  like  the  Curetes^  and  finging  the 
iraliant  deeds^  of  their  anccftors.     They  were  war^ 
like,  even  in  their  favourite  diverfion,  which  waa 
hunting;  and,  for  this  reafon,  their  princes  aiki 
chiefs  conunoftly  fixed  their  habiution  in  the  midft 
of  woods  and  torefts>  frequented  by  the  game ; 
and,  indeed^  this  was  the  fituation  of  all  their 
mwns,  which  were  compofed  of  miferable  hucs^ 
built  in  fpots  deared  of  wood,  which  ferved  them 
is  a  fortincation  i  for  they  were  almoft  always  at 
war  with  one  another,  or  with  the  colonies  or  the 
Belgai^  and  Mher  nations,  which  they  could  never. 
fiNWve  for  their  incrufion.    Thefe  unintermitting 
hoftilitiet  kei>t  up  their  martial  difpofition  and 
contempt  of  oangar,  which  was  not  confined  to  the 
oiale  fex,  but  fhone  fo  remarkable  in  the  Britifli 
itomen,  that  they  often  rufhed  into  the  battle,  nd 
braved  the  weapons  of  the  enemy.    They  always 
amndcd  their  hufbands  in  the  field,  encouraging 
them  to  deeds  of  glory  ^  no  war  was  undertaucea 
wockoin  their  advice }  they  judged  of  the  contnu 
mentions  of  public  treaties  -,  they  fat  in  council^ 
and  were  pomuleed  on  the  moft  bnportant  ocoi* 


THE 


♦  f  f  tt  •*  if  i*»}^*m}  ff  **  ti  f  1 2 
^  { I S  ♦♦  I?  ?#*>**4^»K  II  *»  II II  ^ 


Ifw4 


THE   VALE-ROYAL 


O    F 


ENGL  A  N  D. 


♦♦♦<->**♦*->♦**♦*<-><►-► 


.^  Catalogue  ^  the  Kings  of  Merci a. 

BEFORE  I  come  to  the  particular  defcription 
of  this  country-,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fpeaik  a 
word  or  two  of  the  kings  of  Mercia:  where- 
h  it  will  appear,  what  afts  they  have  done  ; "  and 
Icrve  as  an  introduftion,  for  the  better  underftand- 
ing  of  what  follows. 

And,  firft,  it  is  to  be  underftood,  that  the  Sax- 
ons, or  Anglo-Saxons,  firft  entering  into  the  land, 
^hey  chafed  all  the  Britons  into  Wales,  Cornwall, 
^d  Galloway,  and  divided  the  land  into  feven 
kingdoms  j  that  is  to  fay,  Kent,  South-Saxon, 
Weft-Saxon,  Eaft-Saxon,  Eaft-England,  Mercia, 
and  Northumberland,  And  although  that  of 
Mercia  wis* the  greatcft-,  yet  that  of  Weft-Saxon, 
in  the  end,  brought  all  the  others  to  one  monarchy. 
B  This 
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This  kingdom  of  Mercia  reached  from  London 
to  the  river  of  Mcrfcy,  which  parted  Chcftiire  from 
Lancafhire ;  of  which  river,  fomc  write  it  fhould 
Cake  name :  but  more  probably  it  was  fo  called, 
becaufe  it  marched,  or  bordered  upon  all  the 
others. 

It  contained  the  following  (hires,  as  they  are  now 
called,  viz.  Buckinghamfliire,  Oxfordlhire,  Glou- 
cellerfhire,  Herefordfhire,  Worccftcrfhire,  War- 
wickfhire,  Leicefterfhirc,  StafFordlhire,  Shropfhire, 
Cheftiire,  Derbyihire,  Nottinghamftiire,  Lincoln- 
fhire,  Northamptonfhire,  Rutlandftiire,  Bedford- 
fliire,  Huntingdonlhire,  part  of  Hcrtfordfhire,  and 
part  of  Cambridgefliire.  Laftly,  all  thofe  coun- 
tries lying  on  the  South-fide  of  the  river  of 
Trent,  obuined  the  name  of  Middle-England. 
And  that  on  the  North-fide,  retained  only  the 
name  of  Mercia ;  as  hereafter  will  appear. 

A  Catalogue  dfthe  Kings  of  Mercia, 
with  the  Tears  of  their  Reign  j  A.D.  585. 

GRID  A  Was  the  firft  king  of  Mercia,  and  be- 
gan to  reign  about  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
585^  He  was  defcended  from  Woden ;  and  the 
tenth  from  him,  by  lineal  extraftion,  and  reigne^ 
thirty.five  years. 

Wibba,  fon  to  Crida,  enlarged  his  kingdom 
greatly,  and  reigned  twenty  years. 

Ceorl,  kinfman^  to  Wibba,  reigned  ten  years  ; 
in  whofe  days,  the  Britons  that  dwelt  about 
Chefter  (which  city  they  had  then  in  pofTeffion), 
provoked  Ethelferdy  king  of  Northumberland,  unto 
war :  Whereupon  he  afiembled  an  army,  and  be- 
tieg^  the  city  of  Chefter,  then  called  by  the  Bri- 
tons^ 
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tons^^  Caerlhcon  ar  dour  Deue,  that  is,  Caerleon 
upon  the  water  of  Dee.  The  citizens,  truft- 
ing  in  their  great  multitude  of  people,  canie  forth 
to  give  battle  abroad  in  the  field,  whom  he  com- 
paficd  about  and  difcomfited.  There  came  to 
the  battle  a  great  number  of  monks,  of  the  mo- 
naftery  of  Bangor,  to  pray  for  the  good  fuccefs  of 
the  BritonSy  on  whom  the  king  fet  alfo,  and  flew 
of  them  to  the  number  of  eleven  hundred  and 
odd,  fo  that  only  fifty  efcaped,  with  Brockwel, 
prince  of  Powis,  and  conlbl  of  Chefter,  who 
was  their  captain. 

Humphrey  Lhwyd,  folio  71,  writcth,  that  after- 
wards the  Britons,  being  aided  with  power  from 
Belthurftus,  duke  of  Cornwall,  Caduan,  king  of 
North-Wales,  Mcredock,  king  of  South-Wales, 
and  heartened  forward  by  the  oration  of  their  learn- 
ed abbot  Dunetus,  who  commanded  every  one  to 
kneel  down,  and  kifs  the  ground,  in  commemo- 
ration of  Chrift's  body,  and  to  take  up  water  in 
their  hands  out  of  the  river  of  Dec,  and  to  drink  it, 
in  the  remembrance  of  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  and 
having  fo  communicated,  they  overcame  the  Sax- 
ons in  a  famous  battle,  flew  of  them,  as  Hunting- 
don writeth,  1066,  and  created  Carduanus  their 
king,  in  the  city  of  Legions,  or  Chefter. 

Penda,  the  fon  of  Wibba,  fuccecdcd  Ceorl,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  and  began  to  reign  anno 
636,  being  fifty  years  of  age,  and  reigned  thirty 
years.  He  was  a  Prince  right  hardy,  and  adven- 
turous, ready  of  remembrance  in  time  of  peril ; 
his  body  could  not  be  overcome  with  travel,  nor 
his  mind  vanquiftied  with  bufmefs.  But  theie  his 
virtues  were  matched  with  notable  vices  j  as  cru- 
clty  of  nature,  lack  of  courtefy,  great  unftead- 
faftnefs  in  word  and  promife;  and  of  unmeaiurable 
hatred  toward  the  Chriftian  religion.  Upon  con- 
fidence put  in  thefe  his  great  virtues  and  vices,  he 
B  2  thou^t 
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thought  not  good  to  let  any  occafion  pafs,  that 
was  offered  to  make  war,  as  well  againft  his  friends 
is  enemies.  He  bcfieged  the  city  of  Exeter,  a- 
gainft  the  king  of  Weft-Saxons,  where  giving 
battle  to  Caduallo,  king  of  Britons,  he  was  o- 
vcrthrown,  and  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  faid 
Caduallo,  promiCng  to  be  his  liege-man,  and  to 
fight  againft  the  Saxons  in  his  quarrel.  So  that 
he  fought  with  Edwin,  king  of  Northumberland, 
and  flew  him  at  Hatfield,  with  his  Ion  Offride, 
and  Godbold,  king  of  Orkney,  who  was  come  to 
his  aid.  And  after  he  flew  OfwaM,  king  of  Nor- 
thumberland at  Maferfield,  the  fifth  ot  Auguft, 
anno  642.  But  the  faid  Pcnda  was  in  the  end 
flain  himfelf  by  Ofwy,  brother  to  the  faid  Ofwald, 
^nd  king  of  Northumberland,  near  unto  Kirkftal, 
in  Yorkftiire.  Ofwy,  king  of  Northumberland, 
put  Peda,  the  Mercian,  to  flight;  which  the  writers 
call  Winwid  Field,  giving  it  the  name  by  the 
viftory.  This  Penda  had  three  fons,  Wilferus, 
Peda,  or  Weda,  and  Edilred,  To  Weda,  Ofwy 
had  before  married  his  daughter  Alesflcd,  by  con- 
fent  of  Penda ;  which  Weda,  by  help  of  Ofwy, 
was  made  king  of  South-Mercia,  or  Middle-Eng- 
land: Whtch  lordfliip  is  divided  from  North- 
Mercia,  by  the  river  of  Trent. 

Peda,  or  Weda,  began  to  reign,  anno  65^.  In 
whofe  time,  the  people  of  Mercia  (commonly  called 
Middle-Angles)  received  the  Chriftian  faith.  For 
tho'  he  was  a  towardly  young  gentleman,  yet  could 
he  not  obtain  the  daughter  of  Ofwy  in  marriage, 
except  he  would  promife  to  become  a  Chriftian. 
The  which  he  performed  after  the  dea-h  of  his  fa- 
ther. Howbeit,  he  was  within  three  years  after 
flain,  by  procurement  of  his  faid  wife,  and  his 
kingdom  came  to  his  brother  Ulferus,  who  is  ac- 
.counted  the  firft  chriftened  king  of  Mercia. 

'Ulfcnis 
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Ulfcrus  (father  tx)  St.  Wcrburge)  fucceeded  his 
brother  Weda.  He  overcame  Cenwald,  king  of 
Weft-Saxonsj  and  won  fronn  him  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
which  he  gave  unto  Adelwold,  king  of  South- 
Saxons,  or  Suficx ;  to  the  end,  he  Ihoukl  caufc 
the  people  to  receive  the  Chriftian  faith.  He  died 
anno  675,  when  he  had  been  king  feventeen  years; 
or,  as  fonie  write,  nineteen.  But  they  who 
reckon  nineteen,  include  the  time  that  paflTed  after 
the  flaughter  of  Penda,  wherein  Ofwy  and  W^da 
held  the  aforefaid  kingdom. 

Ediired,  his  brother,  fucceeded  him,  anno  ^j'j. 
He  invaded  the  kingdom  of  Kent,  fparingneitiicr 
church  nor  abbey.  King  Lothair,  of  Kent,  durft 
not  appear  to  give  Kim  battle,  fo  that  he  deftroyed 
Rochefter,  and  returned  with  great  fpoils.  Atccr 
he  had  ruled  his  land  twenty-nine  years,  he  became 
a  monk  in  Bradney  Abbey,  and  was  after  abbot  of 
the  houfe.  He  married  Oftrida,  fifter  to  Egfrid, 
king  of  Northumberland ;  by  whom  he  had  a  fon 
named  Coclred  :  But  he  appointed  Kenred,  fon  of 
his  brother  Ulferus,  to  fucceed  him. 

The  faid  Oftrida  was  cruelly  flain>  by  treafon  of 
her  hufband's  fubjeds,  anno  697. 

Kenred,  the  fon  of  Ulfer,  was  a  prince  of  great 
virtue,  devout  towards  God,  and  a  furthcrer  of 
the  common-wealth.  In  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign, 
he  renounced  the  world,  and  went  to  Rome,  with 
OfFa,  king  of  Eaft-Saxons,  or  Eflcx,  where  he 
was  made  a  monk,  and  finally  died  there,  anno  711. 

Ceolredus,  the  fon  of  Ediired,  fucceeded  him, 
and  died  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign  ;  or,  as 
feme  write,  in  the  third :  And  was  buried  at 
Litchfield. 

Ethefbaldus  defcended  of  Eopa,  brother  to 
Penda  (and  the  fourth  from  him  in  lineal  fucccf^ 
Son)  was  chofen  king  of  Mercia,  and  governed 
wany  years  without  any  trouble.  In  the  eighteenth 

year 
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year  of  his  rclgn  he  bcficged  Somerton,  and  won 
it  He  alfo  invaded  Northumberland,  where  he 
got  great  riches,  and  returned  without  any  battle 
offered  him.  He  overcame  the  Welfhmcn  in  bat- 
tle, being  joined  with  Cuthred,  king  of  Weft- 
Saxons  :  But  falling  out  with  the  faid  Cuthrcd,  he 
was  by  him  overthrown  at  Berreford,  in  the  thirty- 
feventh  year  of  his  reign :  And  within  four  years 
after,  to  fay,  in  the  torty-firft  year,  he  was  flain 
in  battle  at  Sekinton,  three  miles  from  Tamworth» 
by  his  own  fubjefts,  under  the  leading  of  one 
Bernred,  who  affumed  the  title  of  king,  but  he 
profpered  not  long.  The  body  of  this  Ethclbald 
was  buried  at  Ripton. 

Bernred  (having  flain  Ethelbald)  re-affumed  the 
fovereign  power :  But  he  had  not  reigned  full  a  year, 
when  his  own  fubjefts,  with  the  help  of  Offa,  took 
him,  and  burned  him,  as  fome  write. 

Offa  (furnamed  Magnus),  was  king  of  Mercia 
after  Bernred,  Anno  758.  He  was  a  nian  of  fo 
great  valour,  that  he  thought  to  bring  to  pafs 
all  things  which  he  conceived  in  his  mind.  He 
overcame  the  Kentifli-men  in  a  great  battle  at  Ot- 
ford;  and  the  Northumbers  alfo  he  vanc^uifhed, 
and  put  to  flight.  He  fought  with  Kenult,  King 
of  Weft-Saxons,  in  open  battle,  and  obtained  a 
notable  victory,  with  Imall  lofs  of  his  people.  He 
craftily  lent  for  Engilbert,  king  of  Eaft-Angles, 
under  fair  promifes  to  give  him  his  daughter  in 
marriage,  alluring  him  to  come  into  Mercia: 
And  receiving  him  into  his  palace,  caufed  his  head 
to  be  ftruck  off;  and  after,  by  wrongful  means, 
invaded  his  kingdom,  and  got  it  into  his  poffeffion  : 
Yet  he  caufed  the  bones  ot  the  firft  martyr  of  this 
land,  St.  Alban  (by  miraculous  means  brought 
to  light)  to  be  taken  up,  and  put  into  a  rich  flirine, 
adorned  with  gold  and  ftones,  building  a  goodly 
church  of  Excellent  workmanlhip  in  that  place, 

which 
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which  lie  endowed  with  great  pofleflions.  He  re- 
moved the  archbifhop's  feat  trom  Canterbury  to 
Litchfield,  thereby  to  advance  his  kingdom  of 
Mcrcia,  in  preheminencc  of  fpiritual  power  as  well 
as  temporal;  finally,  he  granted  the  tenth  part  of 
all  his  goods  to  the  churchmen  and  the  poor. 
He  alfo  endowed  the  church  of  Hereford  with 
great  revenues;  and,  as  fome  write,  he  built  the 
abbey  of  Bath,  placing  monks  in  the  fame,  of  the 
order  of  St.  Bennet,  as  he  had  done  before  at  St. 
Alban's.  About  the  year  775,  he  went  to  Rome-, 
and  there,  after  the  example  of  Inas,  king  of  Weft- 
Saxons,  he  made  his  realm  tributar}*'  to  the  church 
of  Rome,  appointing  every  houk,  yearly,  to  pay 
a  penny;  which  money  was  after  named  Peter- 
pence.  After  his  return,  he  relinquiftied  the  throne 
to  his  fon  Egfrid,  and  fhortly  otter  departed  ihh 
life,  after  having  governed  the  fpace  of  thirty-nine 
years. 

This  OfFa  (amongft  other  great  atchievements) 
caufedalarge  ditch  to  be  cad  between  hisdominions, 
and  the  Welfti  confines,  to  divide  thereby  the  bound* 
of  their  dominions.  This  ditch  was  called  Offa's 
dyke  ever  after;  and  ftretched  from  the  Ibutli-fidc 
by  Briftol,  under  the  mountains  of  Wales,  run- 
•  ning  northward  over  the  rivers  of  Severn  and  Dee, 
unto  the  very  mouth  of  Dee,  where  the  river  fall- 
eth  into  the  Sea.  He  alfo  built  a  church  in  War- 
wicklhirc,  whereof  the  town  taketh  name,  and  is 
called  Offchurch,  even  to  this  day. 

Egfrid  (or  Egbert,  as  fome  write),  fon  of  king 
OfFa,  taking  upon  him  the  kingdom,  began  to 
fellow  the  approved  good-doings  of  his  father ; 
and,  firft,  he  reftored  unto  the  churches  their  an- 
ticnt  privileges,  which  his  father  Ibmetime  had 
taken  from  them.  Great  hopes  were  conceived  of 
ills  further  good  proceedings ;  but  death  cut  off 
(he  fame»  when  he  had  reigned  but  four  monchs, 

and 
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and  appointed  his  coulin  Kcnulf  to  fuccecd  him  : 
Which  Kenulf  was  dcfcended  from  Pcnda,  king  of 
Mercia^  of  the  line  of  his  brother  Kcnnalk. 

Kenulf  was  the  fourteenth  king  of  Mercia; 
who,  for  his  great  courage,  wifdom,  and  upright 
dealing,  was  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  bcft 
princes  that  have  reigned.     His  virtues  pafled  his 
fame:  Nothing  he  did,   which  envy  could  with 
juft  caufe  reprove.     At  home,  he  fhewed  himfelf 
godly  and  religious :  In  war  he  became  vidtorious. 
He  had  wars  with  Egbert  Pren,   king  of  Kent, 
whom  he  overthrew  and  took  prifoner  5  and  after 
releafed  him  ^ain.     For,  having  built  a  church 
at  Winchcomb,  upon  the  day  of  the  dedication 
thereof,  he  led  the  Kentifti  king,  then  his  prifoner, 
up  to  the  high-altar,  and  there  fet  him  at  liberty. 
There  was  at  that  fight,  Cuthred,  whom  he  had 
made  king  of  Kent,  with  thirteen  bifhops  and  ten 
dukes  :  I'he  joyful  acclamations  of  the  people,  oc- 
cafioned  by  this  noble  a<5t  of  their  monarch,  were 
marvellous.  He  alio  bellowed  great  rewards  on  the 
prelates  and  noblemen  that  were  come  to  the  feaft  5 
every  prieft  had  a  piece  of  gold,  and  every  oionk 
a  (hilling.     Finally,  after  he  had  reigned  twenty- 
four  years  he  departed  this  life  •,  appointing  his  bu- 
rial in  the  fame  abbey  of  Winchcomb.   He  left  bc- 
'  hind  him  a  Ion,  named  Kenelm,  who  fucceeded  hinj 
in  the  kingdom;  but  was  foon  murthered,  by  his 
unnatural  filler  Quenred,  the  17th  of  July,  as  a£» 
ter  will  appear. 

Kenelm  began  his  reign  at  the  age  of  fcvcn  years, 
anno  Dom.  821,  who,  through  ambition  and  cnvj 
of  his  filler  Quenred,  was  Ihortly  made  away.  This 
faid  Quenred  corrupted  with  great  rewards  and 
high  promifes  the  governor  of  his  perfon,  named 
Alhbert;  who,  one  day,  under  pretence  of  talciog 
the  king  to  hunt,  led  him  into  a  thick  wood,  wd 
there  fevered  his  bead  from  his  body. 

Ceolwolf^ 
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Cealwolf,  uncle  to  Kenclm,  and  brother  to  Ke- 
nulf,  fucceeded  him ;  and,  in  the  fecond  year  of 
his  reign,  was  expelled  by  Bernwolf. 

Bernwolf,  in  the  ibcond  or  third  year  of  his  reign, 
was  vanquiflied  and  put  to  flight,  by  Egbert  king  of 
the  Weft-Saxons ;  and  fhortly  after  (lain  by  the  Eaft- 
Angles.     The  fame  Egbert  fubdued  North- Wales, 
and  the  city  of  Chefter  -,  which,  till  thofe  days,  the 
WeUhmen,  or  Britons,  had  kept  in  their  pofleffion. 
Ludicanus  was  created  king  of  Mercia,  and 
within  two  years  after,  came  to  the  like  end  as  his 
immediate  predeceflbr,    as  he  went  about  to  re- 
venge his  death.  So  that  the  kingdom  of  Britain  be^ 
gan  now  to  reel  from  their  own  eftate,  and  lean  to 
an  alteration,  which  grew,  in  the  end,  to  the  erec- 
tion of  a  perfect  monarchy,  and  final  fubvcrfion  of 
their  particular  eftatcs  and  governments. 

Wightlaf  fucceeded  Ludicanus,  anno  828,  who 
firft  being  vanquifhed  by  Egbert,  king  of  the  Wcft- 
Saxons,  was  afterwards  reftored  to  the  kingdom  by 
the  faid  Egbert,  and  reigned  thirteen  years ;  where- 
of twelve  at  the  leaft,  were  under  tribute,  which  he 
paid  to  the  faid  Egbert,  and  to  his  fon,  as  to  his 
ibvereigns,  and  fupreme  governors. 

Bertwolf  reigned  as  tributary  to  the  Weft-Saxons, 
the  fpace  of  twelve  years  :  About  the  end  of  which 
term,  he  was  chafed  out  of  the  country  by  the  Danes, 
who  made  one  Burthred  king  of  Mercia. 

Burthred  married  Ethelfwida,  fiftcr  to  Eihelwolf, 
king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  and  had  great  wars  with 
Hungar  and  Hubba,  two  Danifh  captains,  who  won 
from  him  the  town  of  Nottingham.  And  after, 
their  power  increafcd,  by  the  coming  of  three  Da- 
nifh captains  more,  which  were  named  kings ; 
whofe  names  were  Godrun,  Efketel,  and  Ammond : 
So  that  Burthred  feeing  himfelf  not  able  to  with- 
ftand  them,  departed  out  of  the  country  towaids 
Rome,   when  he  had  reigned  twenty-two  years, 

C  wherc^ 
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where  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  our 
lady,  near  unto  the  Englifh  fchool. 

Ceolwolphus,  fervant  to  king  Burthred,  was  by 
the  Danes  put  in  poflcffion  of  die  one  half  of  Mer- 
cia :  The  reft,  they  kept  themfelves.  But  within 
few  years,  king  Alfred  obtained  all  that  he  held  in 
Mercia,  anno  886.  In  which  year  it  ended.  So 
that  the  faid  kingdom  of  Mercia  continued  three 
hundred  and  two  years,  under  twenty-two  kings« 
Some  reckon  but  two  hundred  and  feventy  years, 
and  feventecn  or  eighteen  kings.  But  they  begin 
at  Penda,  and  do  not  account  this  Ceolwolphus. 

Here  endeth  the  account  of  the  kings  of  Mercia ; 
and  the  four  following  were  entitled  dukes  of  Mer- 
cia, and  created  by  the  kings  of  the  Weft-Saxons ; 
who,  at  that  time,  were  general  monarchs  over  the 
.  whole  land :  Sp  that  they  were  called  kings  of  Eng- 
land. 


Hereafter  followeth  the  Dukes  and  Earls  of 
Mercia,  nvho  were  before  the  Conquejiy  and 
were  alfo  Palatines  of  Cheftei. 

A   NNO  Dom.  894.     The  Danes  won  Chefter; 

A\  but  were  forced  through  famine,  to  eat 
their  horfes,  and  were  fhortly  after  expelled.  Mr. 
Fox,  page  189.  col.  2. 

Elared  (or  Etheldred),  duke  of  Mercia,  married 
Elfleda;  daughter  to  king  Alfred,  and  held  a 
great  portion  thereof,  which  Ceolwolphus,  before- 
time,  poffcffed  by  grant  of  the  Danes,  after  they 
had  iubdued  king  Burthred.  This  Eldred  depart- 
ed this  life,  anno  9 1 2,  or  908,  as  fome  have.  And 
then  king  Alfred  feized  into  his  hands  the  cities  of 
London  and  Oxford,  and  all  that  part  of  Mercia, 

^ .  •  which 
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iirhich  he  held.     But  afterwards  he  fuffered  Elfle, 
da  to  enjoy  the  moft  part  thereof  (except  the  two 
cities  aforefaid),  during  her  life,  which  was  eight 
years  after  her   hufband  died.     In   which   time, 
ftie  built  and  repaired  many  cities   and  towns  j 
as  Tamworth,   Stafford,   Warwick,   Shrewlbury, 
Wedefbury,  Edftury  in  the  Foreft,   befides  Chef- 
ter,  Brimfbury  Bridge  upon  Severn,  Runcorn  up- 
on Merfey,  and  others.     Moreover,   by  her  help, 
the  city  of  Chefter  (which  the  Danes  had  greatly 
defaced),   was  newly  repaired,  fortified  with  walls 
and   turrets,  and  greatly  enlarged:  So  that  the 
Caftle,  which  before  flood  without  the  walls,  was 
now  brought  within  the  compafs  of  the  new  wall. 
She -died  at  Tamworth,   the   12th  of  June,    anno 
919,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Peter's,  in  Gloucefler ; 
which  abbey  her  hufband  and  fhe  had  founded. 

Alphar,  coufm  to  king  Edgar,  was  the  fecond 
duke  of  Mercia,  anno  975,  and  in  the  time  of 
king  Edward  II.  called  the  Martyr,  unto  whofe 
death  he  was  confenting :  But  within  three  years 
after  he  was  eaten  to  death  with  lice,   anno  982. 

Alfrick,  fon  of  Alphar,  was  within  three  years 
of  his  dukedom,  banifhed  the  land  •,  but  was  after- 
v/ards,  by  king  Egelred,  made  admiral  of  his  fleet 
againft  the  Danes  •,  unto  whom  he,  like  a  traitor, 
fled.  And,  after  taking  part  with  the  Danes,  en- 
countered with  the  king's  navy,  where  he  hatl  like 
to  have  been  taken,  but  efcaped.  The  king  be- 
ing therewith  fore  difpleafed,  took  Algar  his  fon, 
and  caufed  his  eyes  to  be  put  out. 

Edricus  de  Streona  was  by  the  faid  king  Egel- 
red, created  duke  of  Mercia,  anno  1007,  r;?d 
married  Edgita  the  king's  daughter,  and  fled  alfo 
to  the  Danes,  to  the  great  diicomfort  of  the  Eng- 
lifhmen.  By  his  means,  king  Edmund  Iron-fide, 
and  Canutus  the  Dane,  were  reconciled,  and  reign- 
ed, jointly,  kings  in  this  realm.  But  as  fomc 
1.  C  2  writer 
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write,  the  faid  Edrick  murthered  king  Edmund, 
thinking  therefore  to  be  well  rewarded  of  Canutus  j 
who,  inllead  of  reward,  cut  his  throat,  and  threw 
him  out  of  a  window  at  Baynard's  Caille  into  the 
Thames,  anno  1018. 

tiCofrick,  fon  of  earl  Lcofwrin,  and  brother  to 
earl  Norman,  was  by  Canutus  created  carl  of 
Mercia.  ThisLeofrick  is  commonly  called  earl 
of  Chcfter.  He  was  in  great  favour  with  the  king; 
infomuch,  that  he  bare  great  rule  under  him  in  the 
conunon-wealth,  as  one  of  his  chief  counfellors  ; 
as  alfo  to  king  Harold,  Hardy  Canutus,  and  king 
Edward  the  Confeflbr.  In  the  fixteenth  or  fcven- 
tcenth  year  of  whofe  reign  he  died,  anno  1056.  His 
wife  Godwina  freed  the  city  of  Coventry,  where 
he  was  buried.  He  founded  divers  abbeys  and 
priories;  as  at  Coventry,  Wenlock,  Worccfter, 
Stone,  Evelholm,  and  Leof;  befides  Hereford: 
Alfo  he  buikied  St,  John's,  and  St.  Werburgh's 
churches  in  Chefter. 

Algar,  fon  of  Leofrick,  writ  himfelf  earl  of 
Chefter  and  Coventry;  he  was  alfo  created  earl  of 
Oxford,  in  his  father's  time,  after  the  death  of  earl 
Goodwin ;  in  whofe  time,  Oxford  belonged  to 
his  fon  Harold :  Which  Harold,  'after  being  king 
of  England,  gave  Oxford  unto  Edgar  Adeling, 
who  was  the  right  heir  to  the  crown ;  and  fo,  in- 
ftead  of  a  king,  he  made  him  an  earl.  This  Al- 
gar was  baniflied  the  land  by  St.  Edward;  he  there- 
fore pafled  over  to  Ireland,  where  he  got  together 
eighteen  fhips  of  war,  and  landed  in  Wales ;  and 
with  the  help  of  the  princes  of  Wales,  gave  the 
F.igliflimen  and  Normans  a  great  overthrow.  He 
Ictt  behind  liim  three  fons,  Edwin,  Morcar,  and 
Leofrick,  who  lived  all  three  in  the  days  of  Wil- 
liam  the  Conqueror.  Edwin  had  a  filter  named 
Lucia,  thrice  mafried,  mother  to  Wil.  Romar, 
carl  of  Lincoln,  and  R(^er  Romar  her  fecond  hull 

band. 
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band,  and  to  Wil.  Romar,  per  Ranulph,  her  third 
hufband,  earl  of  Chefter. 

Edwin  (the  fon  of  Algar),  was  earl  of  Chefter 
and  Coventry  -,  who,  with  his  brother  Morcar,  earl 
of  Lincoln  and  Northumberland,  did  take  part 
with  Edgar  Adelingagainlt  William  the  Conqueror : 
But  they  were  defeated,  and  fled  into  Scotland ; 
and  the  earldom  of  Chefter  was  by  the  faid  Wil- 
tiam  the  Conaueror  given  to.  Hugh  Lupus ;  whofe 
genealogy  follows  in  the  latter  end  of  this  book. 

By  that  which  is  here  already  written,  and  that 
which  will  follow,  it  muft  incontcftably  appear, 
Aat  Chdhire  was  a  county  palatine,  as  well  before 
the  conqueft,  as  fmce;  the  privileges  of  which  have 
beeaeftablilhed  and  confirmed  by  divers  and  fundry 
kings  of  this  realm.     And  iirft,   king  Richard  II. 
in  Ac  twenty-firft  year  of  his  reign,  by  aft  of  par- 
liament holden  at  Weftminfter,  made  it  a  princi- 
pality, and  entitled  himfclf  prince  of  Chefter.  Alio, 
the  fame  year,  the  faid  king  being  at  Chefter,  did 
by  his  letters  patents,  dated  the  7th  of  June,  create 
William  Burgefs  herald  of  arms,  and  named  him 
Chefter  le  Herald,  anno  1397. 


Cdfy  of  a  Supplication^  exhibited  to  King  Hen. 
VI.  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  Palatine 
rf  Chefter. 

To  the  KING,  our  Sovereign  Lord. 

M06T  Chriftian,  benigne,  and  gracious  king ; 
we  your  humble  fubje6ts,  and  true  obaifant 
licge  people,  the  abbots,  priors,  and  all  the  clergy  -, 
your  barons,  knights,  and  efquires ;  and  all  the 
commonalty  of  your  county  palatine  of  Chefter, 
Rieekly  prayen    and  befeechcn    your   highnefs: 

Where 
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Where  the  faid  county  is,  and  hath  been  a  county- 
palatine,  as  well  before  the  conqueft  of  England, 
as  continually  fincc,  diltinft  and  feparate  from  the 
crown  of  England :  Within  which  county,  you, 
and  all  your  noble  progenitors,  fithen  it  caine  into 
your  hands,  and  all  rulers  of  the  fame,  before 
that  time,  have  had  your  high  courts  of  parlia- 
ment to  hold  at  your  wills,  your  chancery,  your 
exchequer,  your  juftice  to  hold  pleas,  as  well  of 
the  crown,  as  of  common-pleas.  And  by  autho- 
rity of  which  parliament,  to  make  or  to  admit  laws 
within  the  lame,  fuch  as  be  thought  expedient  and 
behoveful  for  the  weal  of  you,  of  the  inheritors, 
and  inheritance  of  the  faid  county.  And  no  in- 
heritors, or  pofleflioners  within  the  faid  county,  be 
not  chargeable,  liable,  nor  have  not  been  bounden, 
charged  nor  hurt,  of  their  bodies,  liberties,  fran- 
chifcs,  lands,  goods,  nor  pofleflions,  within  the 
fame  county,  have  agreed  unto.  And  for  the 
more  proof  and  plain  evidence  of  the  faid  fran- 
chifes,  immunities,  and  freedoms  ;  the  moft  vidto- 
rious  king  William  the  Conqueror,  your  moft 
noble  progenitor,  gave  the  fame  county  to  Hugh 
Loup  his  nephew,  to  hold  as  freely  to  him  and  to 
his  heirs  by  the  fword,  as  the  fame  king  Ihould 
hold  all  England  by  the  crown.  Experience  of 
which  grant,  to  be  lb  in  all  appeals  and  records 
out  of  the  fame ;  wbere,  at  your  common-law,  it 
is  written.  Contra  Coroftam  ei  Dignitatem  vejlram  : 
It  is  written  in  your  time,  and  your  noble  pro- 
genitors, fith  the  faid  earldom  came  into  your  hands, 
and  in  aM  earls  time  afore.  Contra  dignitatem  Gladii 
Ceftrice,  And  alfo,  they  have  no  knights,  citizens,  nc 
burgeffes,  ne  ever  had,  of  the  faid  county,  to  any 
parliament  holden  out  of  the  faid  county  ;  where- 
by they  might  in  any  way  of  reafon  be  bounden. 
And  alfo  ye  and  your  noble  progenitors,  and  all 
carls,  whofe  cftate  ye  have  in  the  faid  earldom ; 

as 
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m  eark  of  Chefter,  fith  the  conqueft  of  England; 
liavc  had  within  the  fame;  Regalmfoteftatem^jMra 
Htg^lia^  Pr^ogativa  Regid.      Which  franchifes 
notwithftandin^,  there  be  your  commiffions  di- 
fcBbcd  out  to  feveral  comniiflioners  of  the  fame 
pountjr,  for  the  levy  of  fubfidy,  granted  by  the 
Goounons  of  your  land,  in  your  parliament,  late 
begun  ac  Weftminfter,  and  ended  at  Leicefter,  to 
mu&e  levy  thereof  within  the  faid  county,  s^ter 
die  form  of  their  grant  thereof,  contrary  to  the 
liberties,  freedoms,  and  franchifes  of  the  faid  coun-  * 
tjf,  and  inheritance  of  the  fame,  at  all  times,  be- 
me  this  time  uied.     That  it  pleafe  your  noble 
grace,  of  your  blefled  favour,  the  premises  graci- 
oufly  to  coofider :  And  alfo,  how  that  we  your 
bcfecchcrs,  have  been  as  ready  of  our  true  hearts, 
with  our  goods,   at  times  of  need,  as  other  parts 
of  your  land ;  and  alfo  ready  to  obey  your  laws 
^  ordinances,    made,  ordained,   and  admitted 
within  the  faid  county.     And  if  any  thing  amonglt 
us,  itady  to  be  reformed  by  your  highnels,  by  the 
advice  of  your  council,  within  the  faid  county. 
And  hereupon  to  difcharge  all  fuch  commifTioners 
of  kvy  of  the  faid  fubfidy  within  the  faid  county. 
And  of  your  fpecial  meer  grace,  ever,  to  lee  that 
there  be  never  aft  in  this  parliament,  nor  in  any 
parliament  hereafter,  holden  out  of  the  faid  coun- 
ty, made  to  the  hurt  of  any  the  inheritors,  or  in- 
foitance  of  the  faid  county,  of  their  bodies,  li- 
berties,   franchifes,   goods,  lands,   tenements,   or 
pofleifions,  being  within  the  faid  county.     1^'or  it 
any  fuch  aft  (hould  be  made,  it  were  clean  con- 
trary to  the  liberties,  freedoms,  immunities,  and 
franchifes  of  the  faid  county.     And  as  to  the  re- 
ining of  fuch  pofleffions,  a$  it  Hath  liked  your 
iughnefs  to  grant  unto  any  of  your  fubjefts  :  All 
iiichas  have  ought  of  grant  within  the  faid  county, 
will  be  ready  to  furretider  their  letters,  patents^ 

which 
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which  they  have  of  your  grant,  for  the  more  ho- 
nourable keeping  of  your  ellate ;  as  any  othei 
perfon  or  perfons  within  any  other  part  of  youi 
land ;  or  elfe  they  fliall  be  avoided  oy  us,  undei 
your  authority  conunitted  unto  us,  within  youi 
faid  county.  And  furthermore,  confidering  thai 
your  befeechers,  are,  and  ever  have  been  true, 
dreading,  obaiiant,  and  loving  unto  you,  and  oJ 
you,  as  unto  you ;  and  of  our  moft  dowted  fove- 
reign  lord,  our  earl  and  natural  lord  :  We  the  faic 
.  barons,  knights,  efquires,  and  commons,  are  read] 
to  live  and  die  with  you,  againft  all  earthly  crea 
tures  i  and  by  your  licence,  to  (hew  unto  youi 
highnefs,  for  the  gracious  expedition  of  this  ou: 
moil  behoveful  petition.  And  we  the  faid  abbots 
priors,  and  clergy,  continually  to  pray  to  God  fo: 
your  moft  honourable  eftate,  profperity,  and  feli 
city,  which  we  all  bcfeech  God  to  continue,  witl 
as  long  life  to  reign,  as  ever  did  prince  upoj 
people ;  with  iflue  coming  of  your  moft  graciou 
Dody,  perpetually  to  reign  upon  us,  for  all  ou 
moft  Angular  joy  and  comfort. 

The  king's  will  is,  to  the  fubfidy  in  this  bil 
contained  ;  forafmuch  as  he  has  learned,  that  th 
befeechers  in  the  fame,  their  predeceftbrs,  and  an 
ceftors,  have  not  been  charged  afore  this  time,  h 
authority  of  any  parliament  holden  out  of  the  fai< 
county,  of  any  qtdndifme^  or  fubfidy,  granted  uot 
him,  or  any  of  his  progenitors,  in  any  fuch  parlia 
ment ;  that  the  befeechers,  and  each  of  them  b 
difcharged  of  the  paying  and  levy  of  the  faid  iufa 
fidy.  And  furthermore,  the  king  willeth,  tha 
the  faid  befeechers,  their  fucceflbrs  and  heirs,  htv 
and  enjoy  all  their  liberties,  freedoms,  and  fraii 
chifes,  as  freely  and  entirely  as  ever  they,  thd 
predeceflbrs  or  anceftors  in  hia  time,  or  in  time  c 
jiis  progenitors,  had  and  enjoyed  it. 

PROSECUr^ 
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VROSECUTAfuit  ifta  billa  ad  domnu)n  regem 

per  Jobannem  Manwaring  militem^  Radulphum 

Egertofij   Robertum  FovJjhiirjt^   Robertum  Leigh  de 

dilingtony  et  Johannem  Needbam^  anno  R,  R.  H.  VL 

foft  conquejium  AnglU^  vicejjhno  nono. 

By    the    KING. 

^RUSTTand  weU'beloved  in  Godj  and  trujty  and 
well-beloved^  we  greet  you  welL  And  foraf^ 
mtb  as  we  bave  underftanding^  by  a  fupplication  pre- 
fcHted  unto  us^  on  tbe  behalf  of  all  our  liege-peopky 
vntinn  our  County  Palatine  of  Chejler :  How  their 
fredeceJforSy  or  ameJiorSy  have  not  been  charged  be- 
fm  this  time  with  any  fifteenth  or  fubjidyy  granted 
mo  uSy  or  any  of  our  progenitors^  by  authority  of  any 
farliofnentj  bolden  out  of  our  faid  county.  For  which 
caufcy  we  bave  charged  our  chamberlain  of  our  fciid 
mnty^  to  tnake  our  writs j  dire£lcd  to  all  our  con- 
fniJJionerSy  ordained  for  the  ajfejfmg  and  levy  of  tie 
fubfidy  laft  granted  unto  us :  Charging  them  to  fur- 
ceafe  of  any  execution  of  our  letters  of  commiffiony  maJc 
unto  thenty  in  thofe  parts.  Wherefore  according  to 
m  comfnandnient  late  given  by  «j,  u?ito  our  faid 
chamberlain:  We  willy  that  ye  in  our  behalf y  open 
end  declare  unto  all  our  faid  liege-people y  how  it  is 
9urfuU  will  and  intenty  that  they  be  riot  charged  wilh 
any  fucb  granty  othenvife  than  theyy  their  predcuelfors 
end  anceftors  have  been  charged  afore  time.  And  ihr.t 
they  bave  and  boldy  pofjide  and  enjoy y  all  their  libtr- 
tieSy  freedomsy  and  fraincbifesy  in  as  ample  and  large 
fwrtiy  as  ever  they  had  in  oury  or  any  of  our  faid  pro- 
Itnitors  days.  And  that  ye  fail  not  thereof y  as  we 
trjifi  yofty  and  as  von  dean  to  pfeafr  us. 

D  (iivcn 
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Given  under  our  Jignet  of  the  Eagle,  at  our  pa^ 
lace  of  fVeJiminJier,  the  eighth  day  of  March, 
anno  R.  R.  H.  VL  viceffimo  nono. 

To  our  trufly  and  wcU-bdoved  in  God, 
the  abbot  of  our  monaftcry  of  Chefter; 
and  to  our  trufty  and  well-beloved 
knights,  Sir  Thomas  Standley,  our 
juftices  of  Chefter,  and  Sir  John  Man- 
waring,  and  to  every  of  them. 


Hereafter  followeth  the  Confrmatian  of  the  li- 
herties  of  the  County  Palatine^  by  our  Sove^ 
reign  Lady  S^ueen  Elizabeth,  Anno  1568. 

J^LIZABETH,  Dei  gratia,  Angli^e,  Franci^^ 
it  Hibernia  regina ;  fidei  defenfor,  ^c.  Om^, 
nibus  ad  quos  prefentes  Uterae  pervenerint  falutem.  In- 
fpeximus  irrotulamentum  cujufdam  commiffionisy  di^ 
reHae  perdikSto  et  perquam  jideli  confiUario  nojlro  Ni^ 
cholao  Bacon  militi,  cuftodi  magnijigilli  noftri  Anglia^ 
in  rotulis  camellariae nofhrae,  irrotulat.  et  ibidem  den- 
cordo  remanent,  in  hac  verba. 

ELIZABETH  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c. 

To  our  right  trufty  and  well-beloved  coun- 

fcUor,  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  knight,  keeper  of  the' 
great  feal  of  England,  greeting.  Whereas  we  have 
been  informed,  that  the  jurifdiftion  and  authority 
of  our  county  Palatine  of  Chefter,  hath  been  c«f 
lace  years  impeached,  by  certain  foreign  officers, 
upon  pretence  of  a  certain  jurifdidion,  claimed  by 
them  within  the  faid  County,  contrary  to  tlie  an- 
cient  right  of  our  faid  County  Palatine :  WeU 
minding  to  have  our  faid  c6unty  prdcrvcd  in  the 
ancient  r^t  thereof,  did  command  our  chief  juftice 
•f  our  common  pje/s»  Sir  Jaoics  Dier,  knight^ 

with 
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with  other  three  of  our  juftices,    that  is  to  fay, 
Richard  Wefton,  Richard  Harper,  and  Thomas 
Cams,  cfquires,  to  call  before  them  our  officers  of 
our  faid  County  Palatine,  and  fuch  others  alio  as 
pretended  to  impeach  the  faid  jurifdi6tion,   and 
thereupon  to  certify  us  what  they  Ihould  find  due 
to  be  done  for  good  order  in  the  premifes ;  where- 
upon they  have  Ihewed  and  declared  unto  us  in 
writing,   figned  with  their  hands,  their  opinions 
concerning  the  faid  jurifdiftion  and  liberties  ;  and 
alio  concerning  a  controverfy  between  our  prcfi- 
dent  and  council  of  Wales,  and  our  chamberlain 
of  our  faid  County  Palatine,  grown  upon  a  cai'e  of 
one  Thomas  Radford.     And  to  the  intent,  fome 
good  order  may  iffue  and  continue  hereafter,  for 
the  quietnefs,  and  for  jufticc  within  our  faid  Coun- 
ty Palatine,  we  do  herewith  fend  you  the  faid  writ- 
ing of  the  laid  juftices,  contained  in  one  fheet  of 
paper,  prefentcd  unto  us  the  tenth  day  of  Fe- 
oniary  laft,  and  fubfcribed  with  their  hands.  Will- 
ing and  requiring  you,  to  cauie  the  fame  to  be  en- 
tered and  enrolled  in  our  chancery,  to  remain  of 
record,  and  to  be  ufed  and  exemplified  hereafter, 
for  the  benefit  of  our  laid  County  Palatine,  and 
the  refients  therein,    as   the  caufe  Ihall  require  : 
And  thefe  our  letters  Ihall  be  your  fufiicient  war- 
r^t  and  difcharge  in  this  behalf. 

Given  under  our  Jignet^  at  our  palace  of  JFeJl- 
iftinjier^  the  fifteenth  day  of  March^  anno 
1568,  the  eleventh  year  of  our  reign. 


^^^^^^^^^Ji'^^^^^^^fy^Ji'^ 


JNSPEXIMUS  etiam  trrotulamentum  opinionis 

dileBorum  noftrorum  Jacobi  Dier  militis^  capitalis 

J^iciarii  noftri  dt  communi  banco :  Richardi  Wefton 

Da  et 
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€t  Ricbardi  Harper^  duorum  aliorum  jufticiariorum 
de  conmuni  banco ^  et  Tbomae  Cams  unius  juftieiario^ 
rum  nofirorum  ad  placita^  coram  nobis  ttnendij  ajfig- 
nandiy  tangendi  et  concernendi  jurifdiflionem  et  liber- 
tates  comitatus  noftri  Pallentini  Cejiriae^  in  rotuHs  can^ 
ceUariae  nojirae^  virtute  commiffionis  predifl.  irrotulat. 
et  ibidem  Jimiliter  de  recorde  remanent,  in  baec  verba. 

THE  opinion  of  us,  Sir  James  Dier,  knight, 
chief  jufticc  of  the  common  pleas  at  Wcft- 
minftcr,  Richard  Wefton  and  Richard  Harper, 
efquires,  two  other  juftices  of  the  fame  common 
pleas,  and  of  Thomas  Carns,  cfquire,  one  of  the 
juftices  of  the  pleas  to  be  holden  before  her  majc- 
fty,  declared  and  prefcnted  unto  her  highnefs  the 
tench  day  of  February,  1568  -,  by  virtue  of  her 
Majefty's  letters,  to  us  dircdled  the  fecond  day  of 
the  fame  month,  concerning  the  jurildiftion  and 
liberties  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Chefter,  and 
the  authority  of  the  chamberlain  and  his  office 
there,  and  concerning  the  controverfy  between  the 
lord  prefident  and  council  in  Wales,  and  the  faid 
chamberlain's  office,  lately  grown  upon  Thomas 
Radford's  cafe,  exhibiteth  unto  us  as  enfueth : 

Firft,  by  what  we  have  feen  and  confidered,  the 
county  of  Chefter,  wherein  the  city  of  Chefter  is, 
is  now,  and,  for  a  good  time  paft,  hath  been  a 
county  of  itfelf,  of  very  ancient  time,  before  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  III.  hath  been,  and  yet  is,  a 
County  Palatine,  with  other  members  thereunto 
belonging,  and  fo  from  time  to  time  hath  been 
received  and  allowed  in  law.  And  therefore,  the 
laws,  rightful  ufages,  and  cuftoms  of  the  faid- 
County  Palatine,  are  to  be  prclcrved  and  main- 
tained. 

It  further  evidently  appeareth,  by  the  like  time 
of  antiquity  and  continuance,  there  hath  been,  and 

yet 
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yet  is,  in  t^  laid*  County  Palatine,  one  principal 
or  head  office^,  called.  The  Chamberlain  of  Chei^^* 
ter,  wdo  hath,  and  ever  had,  all  jurifdi&ion  be- 
loi^ng  to  the  office  of  a  chancellor,  within  the 
{aid  County  Palatine :  And  that  there  is  alfo  in  the 
faid  Coun^  Palatine,  a  juftice,  for  matters  in  the 
oommon  pleas,  and  pleas  of  the  crown,  to  be  heard 
and  deteraiined  within  the  laid  County  Palatme, 
commonly  calkd.  The  Juftice  of  Chefter. 
-  We  alfo  fee,  that  all  pleas  ^  of  lands  or  tene- 
ments, and  all  other  contra&s,  caufes,  and  mat^ 
ters,  riling  and  growing  within  the  faid  County 
Palatine,  areple^ble,  and  ought  to  be  pleaded^ 
heard,  and  judicially  determin^,  within  the  faid 
County  Palatine,  and  not  elfewhere  out  of  the  faid 
County  Palatine  :  And  if  any  be  heard,  pleaded, 
or  judged  out  of  the  faid  County  Palatine,  the 
fame  is  void,  and  coram  nonjudice^  except  it  be  in 
caufes  of  error,  foreign  plea,  or  toreign  vouch. 

Wc  alfo  fee,  that  no  inhabitant  of  the  faid 
jE^ounty  Palatine,  by  the  liberties,  laws,  and  ufages 
of  the  fame  County  Palatine,  ought  to  be  calkd 
or  compelled,  by  any  writ  or  proccl's,  to  appear  or 
aniwer  any  matter  or  caufe  out  of  the  faid  County 
Palatine,  for  any  the  caules  aforcfaid,  but  only  in 
caufes  of  treafon  and  error.  And  that  the  queen's 
writ  doth  not  come,  nor  ought  to  be  allowed,  or 
uied  within  the  faid  County  Palatine,  but  under 
the  feal  of  the  faid  County  Palatine,  except  writs 
of  proclamations,  by  the  ftatute  of  king  Edward 
VI.  An.  reg.  prima. 

It  doth  iurther  appear  unto  us  by  good  matter 
of  record,  to  us  Ihewed,  that  the  court  of  the  ex- 
chequer at  Chefter  is,  and  by  the  time  of  antiqui- 
t?  and  continuance  afbrefaid,  hath  been  ufed,  as 
w  chancery  court  for  the  faid  County  Palatine : 
And  that  the  chamberlain  of  Chefter  is  the  chief 
officer,  and  judge  of  that  court.    And  that  he  is, 
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and  tiiTic  out  of  mind  hath  been,  a  confervator  of 
the  peace  by  virtue  of  the  fame  office.  And  hath 
like  power,  authority,  pre-eminence,  jurifdidion, 
execution  of  law,  and  aU  other  culloms,  commo- 
dities,  and  avivantages  pertaining  to  the  jurifdiftion 
of  a  chancellor  within  the  fa:d  County  Palatine  of 
Chcfter-,  as  the  chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caiter  hath  ufed,  had,  or  ought  to  have  ufcd  and 
executed,  widiin  the  County  iPalatine  of  Lancaftcr, 
Which  more  evidently  appearcth  by  the  under- 
ftanding  or  the  dril  grant,  made  by  king  Edward 
III.  unto  John  his  ion,  then  duke  of  Lancaftcr, 
whereby  he  made  the  faid  county  of  Lancaftcr, 
Palatine;  referring  the  faid  duke  to  have  hij 
chancellor,  liberties,  and  regal  jurifdidtion  to  t 
County  Palatine  belonging,  Adeo  iniegri  et  liberty 
Jicut  comes  Cefxriae^  infra  eundem  comitaium  Cefiriae^ 
dignofcitur  obtinere, 

Alfo  it  appeareth  unto  us,  that  the  vicc-chanfi- 
berlain  did  lawfully  and  orderly  commit  to  prifon 
Thomas  Radford,  named  in  the  cafe  preferred 
unto  us,  for  that  he  rcfufed  to  put  in  fureties  of 
the  peace,  within  the  faid  exchequer^  upon  affida- 
vit made  in  that  hehalf.  And  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  council  in  the  Marches^  touching  the 
enlargement  of  the  faid  Radford  from  the  faid  im- 
prifonment,  and  alfo  their  further  order  and  deal- 
ing againft  the  faid  vice-chamberlain,  was,  and  is, 
without  fufficient  authority,  and  contrary  to  the 
jurifdiftion  of  the  office  of  the  faid  chamberlain,  ' 
and  the  ancient  laws  and  liberties  of  the  faid  Coun- 
ty Palatine. 

And  we  do  alfo  affirm,  that  the  ftatute  of  34 
and  35  of  king  Henry  VIII.  called,  The  Ordi- 
nances of  Wales,  whereby  the  authority  of  the 
lord  prcfident  and  council,  within  the  dominion 
and  principality  of  Wales,  and  the  Marches  of 
the  fame,  is  ettablilhed,  and  hath  the  force  of  a 
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law,  for  or  concerning  the  determination  of  caufes 
and  matters  of  the  fame,  do  not  comprehend  the 
county  of  Chefter,  and  the  city  of  Cneltcr.  Be- 
caufe  the  fame  county  of  Chefter,  and  the  city  of 
Chefter,  be  no  part  nor  parcel  of  the  dominion  or 
principality  of  Wales,  or  of  the  Marches  of  tlic 
iame. 

And  for  the  enjoying  of  which  liberties  within 
the  faid  County  Palatine,  w^  perceive,  tJiat  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  county  of  Chefter  have 
paid,  and  muft  pay  rightiuily,  at  the  change  of 
every  owner  of  the  faid  earldom,  3000  marks, 
called  a  ipize. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Flint, 
bring  parcel  of  the  faid  County  Palatine,  mult 
likcwiie  pay  2000  marks,  which  is  ahb  called  a 
mlzc. 

Nos  autefn  tenores  irrotulamentortim  praediLJorumy 
^requifitionem  confangiiinei  et  conftliarii  nojiri  Ro- 
hti  comitis  Leiceftjiae^  earner arii  nojiri  Cejlriae^  duxi^ 
^us  utmplificandos  per  praefentes. 

In  cujus  ret  tcJii7nomumy  has  litcras  nofiras  fieri 
ftdmus  paientes.  Tefte  meipfa^  apud  PP'ejhncnnfte^ 
rium^  vicejjima  fecundo  die  Martii^  anno  regni  jiojiri 
^cimoj 

POWLE. 

ijokannem  Gybon^         1 
Johannem  Oipbini         >  Clericos. 
Strange.  J 

The  county  of  Flint  pertained  to  tlie  Coun- 
ty Palatine  of  Chefter  until  this  controverfju 
chanced  -,  and  then  it  revolted,  and  joined  idciif 
to  the  principality  of  Wales. 
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ftnd  of  other  towiis  and  villages,  with  churches  ot' 
chapels,  ^|x>ut  the  number  of  a  hundred  and'  twen- 
ty-live, whereof  eighty-feven  are  parilh  churches- 
T  He  longitude  thereof  is  about  3  degrees  Weft  from 
London,  and  the  latitude  53  degrees  15  minutes 
North. 

It  is  very  pleafantly  fituated,  and  aboundeth  in 
plenty  of  things  needful  and  neceffary  for  man's  ufe ; 
mfomuch,  that  it  was  juftly  called  The  Vale-Royal 
9f  England  -,  which  name  king  Edward  the  Firft 
gave  unto  fhe  abbey  of  Vale-Royal,  which  he 
founded  upon  the  river  Weaver,  in  the  midft  of 
the  fame  Ihire.  The  air  is  very  wholefome;  info- 
much,  that  the  people  of  the  country  are  fddom  iii- 
ie£led  with  difeafes  or  ficknefs,  neither  do  they  ufe 
the  help  of  the  phyficians,  nothing  fo  much,  as  in 
other  countries :  for  when  any  of  them  are  fick, 
they  make  him  a  poflet,  and  tie  a  handkerchief  on 
his  head;  and  if  that  will  not  amend  him,  then  God 
be  merciful  to  him.  The  people  there  live  till 
they  be  very  old-,  fome  are  grand-fathers,  their  fa- 
thers yet  living  5  and  fome  be  grand-fathers  before 
they  be  married. 

The  Summers  are  temperate,   and  the  Winters 

aot  fevere  •,  but  oftentimes  fubjedl  to  very  violent 

ftorms,  efpecially  when  the  wind  is  at  the  Weft  or 

North- weft;  particularly  in  Wirral,  by  reafon  of  its 

lying  fo  near  the  Sea. 

The  country,  although  it  be  in  moft  places 
flat  and  even  ;  yet  hath  it  certain  hills  of  note 
(befides  the  mountains,  which  divide  it  from  Staf- 
tbrdlhire  and  Derbylhire),  as  Frodftiam  Hills, 
Peckforton  Hills,  Buckley  Hills,  Hc'ft)y  Tor, 
WrincHill,  ShutlingQow  Hill,  Penket  Cloud, 
Congleton  Hedse  (or  Edge),  Mowcop  Hill, 
which  is  a  mile  rinom  the  foot  to  the  top,  but  the 
gteateft  pare  of  this  hill  ftandeth  in  the  county  of 
Stafibrd. 

E  \x. 


a6      T  H  E    V  A  L  E-R  O  Y  A  L 

It  aboundeth  chiefly  in  arable,  pafture,  meadow^ 
and  woodland,  waters,  heaths,  or  modes :  and 
.firft,  of  woods,  there  are  many*,  and  of  divers  names 
and  bignefs;  and  namely,  two  famous  forefts  : 
that  is,  theforcft  of  Delamere,  not  far  from  Chef- 
ter;  and  Macclesfield  foreft,  hard  by  Macdef- 
field :  alfo  a  great  number  of  parks  •,  for  every 
gentleman,  almoft,  has  his  own  park. 

Of  waters,  there  are  alio  great  ftore,  in  manner 
of  lakes,  which  they  call  meres  •,  as  Combermere^ 
Bagmere,  Comberbach,  Pickmere,  Rqfthorn-mere, 
Okehanger-mere  -,  and  certain  alfo  wKich  they  call 
pools;  as  Ridley-pool,  Darnal-pool,  New-pool, 
i^etti-pool,  and  divers  others,  wherein  abound 
all  kinds  of  frelh-fifh,  as  carp,  tench,  bream,  roch^ 
dace,  trout,  and  eels,  in  great  ftore. 

The  heaths  are  common,  fo  that  they  ferve  for 
cattle  to  feed  on,  efpecially  flieep  and  horfes  *,  a 
good  help  for  the  poorer  fort. 

Out  of  the  mofles,  they  dig  turves  every  fum- 
mer,  every  man  as  Ihall  ferve  his  turn,  to  burn  all 
the  year:  which  turves,  in  fome  places,  when 
they  are  dry,  are  reddifh  and  foft,  much  like  a 
fponge,  which  burn  faft  away,  and  give  not  fo 
good  a  light  or  heat  as  the  other  fort,  which  arc 
black  and  very  hard  when  dried,  and  are  much 
better  than  the  other. 

Moreover,  in  thefe  mofles  (efpecially  in  the 
black)  are  fir-trees,  found  under  the  ground  (a^ 
thing  marvellous!)  in  fome  places  fix  feet  deep, 
CM-  more,  and  in  others  not  one  foot ;  which  trees 
are  of  a  furprizing  length,  and  ftraight,  having 
certain  fmall  branches,  like  boughs,  and  roots  at 
the  one  end,  as  if  they  had  been  blown  down  by 
winds  ;  and  yet  no  man  can  tell  that  ever  any 
fuch  trees  did  grow  there;    nor  yet,    how  they 

*  The  Reader  will  recolle£t  that  this  account  was  written 
aear  jjoyeanago. 
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ibould  come  thither.     Some  are  of  opinion,  that 
thry  have  lain  there  ever  fince  Noah's  flood. 

Thefe  trees  being  found  (which  the  owners  do 
learch  out  with  a  long  fpit  of  iron,  or  fuch  like) 
they  are  then  digged  up,  and  firft  being  fawed  in- 
to fliort  pieces  (every  piece  of  the  length  of  a 
yard),  then  they  cleave  the  faid  pieces  very  fmall ; 
ycsLj  even  as  the  back  of  a  knife,  the  which  they 
ufe  inftead  of  a  candle,  to  burn,  and  they  give  very 
^ood  light:  They  have  long  fnufTs,  and  yet  in  fall- 
ing do  no  harm,  although  they  fhould  light  in  tow^ 
flax,  or  fuch  like. 

Befides  the  heaths,  mofles,  woods  and  commons, 
the  reft  is  inclofed  ground,  both  for  paiture  and 
tillage,  but  the  third  part  thereof,  in  a  manner, 
is  rcicrved  only  for  tillage,  which  bringcth  forth 
corn  in  great  quantity  (^howbeit,  more  in  fome 
places  than  in  others),  elpecially  wheat  and  rye 
(which  they  fow  in  September,  and  fo  lie  in  the 
ground  all  Winter) :  alio,  oats  and  barley,  beans, 
peafe,  vetches,  French  wheat,  and  fuch  like. 

The  pafture  ground  is  referved,  efpecially,  for 
their  kine ;  (for  their  (heep  and  horfes  commonly 
go  upon  the  commons.)  The  caufe  of  their  keep- 
ing of  fo  many  kine,  is,  as  well  f^  breeding  of 
cattle,  as  for  their  milk ;  wherewith  ( l:)efides  that 
which  they  ulc  in  their  houfes)  they  make  great 
ftore  both  of  butter  and  cheefe.  In  praife  whereof, 
I  need  not  to  fay  much,  feeing  that  it  is  well  known, 
that  no  other  country  in  the  realm  may  compare 
therewith,  nor  yet  beyond  the  feas  •,  no,  not  Hol- 
land in  goodnefs,  although  in  quantity  it  far  exceed. 

The  young  cattle,  which  they  breed  and  bring 
up  (their  own  turn  being  ferved),  they  take  the 
idt  to  the  market  to  fell,  which  many  times  are 
fent  up  as  far  as  London,  and  further,  by  gra- 
ziers who  buy  them  there :  and,  feeding  them  a 
^rtain  time,  do  then  fell  them  again. 
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:  Their  oxeri  arc  very  large,  and  big  of  bone^ 
and  altogether  with  fair  and  long  horns  ^  lb  that  a 
man  (hall  find  divers^  whole  horns  at  the  tops  are 
more  than  thj-ee  feet  wide,  or  aiunder,  one  from 
another ;  with  the  which  oxea  they  do  all  labour ; 
as  tilling  of  their  ground,  carting  of  their  corn, 
hoy,  turf,  and  wood^  and  Ibme  are  lent  to  London, 
with  their  wains  laden  with  falc.  They  keep  their 
oxen  all  the  Winter  time  in  houfc;  but  not  their 
Idne,  a3  they  do  in  fome  other  countries. 

They  keep  not  near  fo  many  iliccp,  as  in  other 
countries,  becaufe  their  ground  icrveth  better  to 
other  purpofes  j  for  commonly,  they  keep  but  fo 
many,  as  to  ferve  in  their  own  houfes  for  provtftony 
and  to  fell  to  the  butcher,  and  that  the  wool 
thereof  may  fuffice  to  make  apparel  for  their  houfe- 
hold.  Of  which  fheep,  fome  have  horns,  and  fome 
not.  Some  are  all  black,  and  the  wool  thereof 
being  fpun  and  woven  into  cloth,  or  kerfcy,  as  it 
is  undied,  is  not  black,  but  more  like  brown^ 
fuch  as  we  call  a  fheep's  ruflct. 
•  Horfes  and  mares  they  keep  but  fo  many  as  to 
ferve  their  turn,  to  ride  on,  or  to  carry  corn  to  the 
mill  (howbeit,  in  moft  places,  the  millers  havecar* 
fiers,  which  ietch  the  corn,  and  when  it  is  ground, 
do  bring  it  home  again.)  As  for  horfes  and  mares 
to  draw,  they  ufe  not  any,  but  only  one  or  twoj  at 
the  moft,  to  go  before  their  oxen,  except  in  fome 
certain  places,  and  that  is  commonly  amongft  them 
tliat  dwell  on  fandy  ground. 

Swine,  geefe,  ducks,  cocks,  capons,  and  hcnSj 
dicre  is  like  Itore,  as  in  other  countries ;  but  all 
things  are  much  cheaper  there,  than  in  the  South 
part  of  England. 

Befides  the  great  ftore  of  deer,  both  red  and 
fallow,  in  the  forefts  before  named,  there  is  alfo 
great  plenty  of  hares:  In  hunting  whereof  the 
gentlemen  do  pais  much  of  their  ume,  cfpeciaUy 

in 
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in  Winter:  Alfo great ftore of  conies^  both  black 
and  grey ;  namely,  in  thofe  places  where  it  is  fandy 
ground  :  Neither  doth  it  lack  foxes,  fulmards,  ot- 
ters, and  fuch  like. 

Wild  fowl  aboundeth  there  in  fuch  ftore,  as  in 
no  other  country  have  I  lecn  the  like ;  namely, 
wild-gcefe,  :iiid  wild-ducks.  Of  which  firft  fort, 
a  man  ihall  fee  fometimes  flying  near  two  hundred 
in  one  flocl^^;  and  Ukcwife  of  the  ducks,  forty  or 
fifty  in  a  flock.  And  in  other  kinds  alio  it  hath 
like  ftore-,  as  pheafant,  moor-hen,  partridge,  wood- 
cocks, plovers,  tails,  widgeons,  and  all  kinds  of 
fmali  birds.  So  hath  it  on  the  contrary  fort,  ra- 
vens, crows,  choughs,  kites,  gleads,  and  fuch 
like. 

Of  fruits ;  as  apples,  pears,  wardens,  plums, 
cherries,  and  fuch  like,  they  have  plenty  in  their 
orchards,  not  only  to  fervc  their  ufe,  but  alfo  to 
fell  and  give  away.  But  quinces  have  I  not  fecn 
in  any  part  of  the  country  that  I  remember. 

Likewife,  every  man  doth  keep  certain  hives  of 
bees  ;  but  no  greater  ftore,  commonly,  than  to 
fervc  their  own  turn  •,  yet  fome  do  bring  to  market 
both  wax  and  honey. 

The  foil  of  the  country  is,  in  moft  places,  clay, 
both  black  and  red  j  in  which  are  found,  in  fome 
places,  certain  veins  of  fand  ;  in  other  places  it  is 
black  fand,  which  is  near  unto  moffes.  There  is 
alfo  found  a  certain  kind  of  fat  clay,  called  marl, 
both  white  and  red,  which  they  dig  up  and  fpread 
upon  their  arable  ground,  which  maketh  it  more 
rank,  and  bringeth  corn  in  as  great  abundance 
as  that  which  is  dunged. 

There  are  in  fome  places  chalk,  white-lime,  oker, 
red  and  yellow,  and  a  certain  kind  of  fine  red 
earth,  like  unto  red  lead,  and  in  fome  places  coal. 

Likewife  rocks  and  quarries  of  ftone,  out  of 
wluch  they  dig  very  fair  ftor«66  for  building,  and 
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all  kind  of  mafonry  j  alfo  very  broad  flates,  where- 
with they  cover  thcu*  hoq^cs,  and  blue  fiate  :  But 
they  that  dwell  far  off,  do  ufe  fhijigles  of  wood, 
infteadof  flate. 

Allo^  there  are  very  fair  mill-ftones  digged  up 
at  Mowcop-hill. 

And  to  make  an  end,  I  muft  not  forget  the 
chiefeil  thing  of  all,  and  that  is  die  fait  weUs^ 
which  they  call  the  brine  pits ;  out  o£.  which  they 
make  yearly  a  great  quantity  of  fine'' white  fait ; 
a  fingular  commodity,  no  doubt,  not  only  to  the 
country,  but  alfo  to  the  whole  realm ;  wherein  this 
ihire  excelleth  (not  only  all  other  ihires  in  £i^- 
land,  but  alfo)  all  other  countries  beyond  the  feas. 
For  in  no  country  where  I  have  been,  have  they 
any  more  than  one  well  in  a  country :  Neither  at 
Droitwich  in  Worcefterfhire  is  there  any  more  than 
one ;  whereas  in  this  country  there  are  four,  and 
all  within  ten  miles  together ;  that  is,  one  at  Nant- 
wich,  another  at  Northwich,  and  two  at  Middle- 
wich :  In  defcribing  of  which  towns,  more  fhall 
be  faid  thereof. 

In  building,  and  furniture  of  their  houfes,  till 
of  laie  years,  they  ufed  the  old  manner  of  the  Sax- 
ons :  For  they  had  their  fire  in  the  midfl:  of  the 
houfe,  agaihft  a  hob  of  clay,  and  their  oxen  alfo 
under  the  fame  roof ;  but  within  thefe  forty  years, 
it  is  altogether  altered,  io  that  they  have  built 
chimnies,  and  furnifhed  other  parts  of  their  houfes 
accordingly. 

The  people  of  the  country  are  of  nature  very 
gentle  and  courteous,  ready  to  help  and  further  one 
another ;  and  that  is  to  be  feen  chiefly  in  the  har- 
veft  time ;  how  careful  are  they  of  one  another  ? 
In  religion  very  zealous,  howbeit  fomewhat  ad- 
difted  to  I'uperilition,  which  cometh  through  want 
of  preaching.  For  the  harveft  is  plenty,  but  the 
reapers  are  tew.    It  is  a  thing  to  be  lamented,  ;ind 
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itdrefs  to  be  wilhed,  for  in  fome  places  they  have 
^jiot  a  fermon  in  a  whole  year  :  Otherwife  they  are 
flout,  bold,  and  hardy ;  of  ftature  tall  and  mighty ; 
withal  impatient  of  wrong,  and  ready  to  refift  the 
enemy  or  ftranger  that  Ihall  invade  their  country  : 
The  very  name  whereof  they  cannot  abide  j  and 
namely,  of  a  Scot. 

So  have  they  been  always  true,  faithful,  and  o- 
bedient  to  their  fuperiors  •,  inlomuch,  that  it  can- 
not be  laid,  that  they  have  at  any  time  ftirred  one 
fpark  of  rebellion,  either  againft  the  king's  majefty, 
or  2ig3in&:  their  own  peculiar  lord  or  governor. 

Likewife  the  women  are  very  friendly  and  lov- 
ing, painful  in  labour,  and  in  all  other  kind  of 
houfewifery  expert,  fruitful  in  bearing  of  children, 
after  they  be  married,  and  fometimes  before. 

Touching  their  houfekeeping  •,  it  is  bountiful, 
and  comparable  with  any  (hire  in  the  realm.  And 
that  is  to  be  feen  at  their  weddings  and  burials, 
but  chiefly  at  their  wakes,  which  they  yearly  hold 
(although  it  be  of  late  years  well  laid  down  -,)  for 
this  is  to  be  underftood,  that  they  lay  out  fcldom 
any  money  for  any  provifion,  but  have  it  of  their 
owj,  as,  beef,  mutton,  veal,  pork,  capons,  hens, 
wild  fowl,  and  fiih.  They  bake  their  own  bread, 
and  brew  their  own  drink. 

To  conclude,  I  know  divers  men,  who  are  butt 
farmers,  that  in  their  houfekeeping  may  compare 
with  a  lord  or  baron  in  fome  countries  beyond  the 
fas.  Yea,  although  I  named  a  higher  degree,  I 
were  able  to  jullify  it. 

The  Courfes  of  all  the  Rivers. 

THE   Dee,  called   in   Latin  Dea,  in  Britifh 
Pifirdwy,  is  not  only  the  chiefeft   river  of 
win  country,  but  alfo  of  all  North  Walts.     I  may 
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well  call  it  of  this  country,  bccaufc  it  hath  in  fome 
places,  Cheftxire  on  both  fides  thereof.  And  of  it 
was  the  city  of  Chefter,  in  times  paft,  called  Deva, 
and  the  people  of  the  country,  Devani*  It  fpring* 
eth  in  Merion^ftiire  in  North-Wales,  two  inilct 
from  the  great  lake,  called  Llintcgidd:  which  lake  h 
engendered,  or  rather  ted,  by  divers  rills  and  rivu- 
lets, which  defcend  trom  the  mountains.  The 
chicfeft  thereof  is  called  Funon  Dourdrw;  that 
is,  the  head  or  fountain  of  the  river  Dee.  From 
which  lake  it  paffeth  north-eaft,  near  to  a  town 
called  Bala,  where  it  taketh  in  the  river  Trowerin, 
from  thence  to  Lanvair,  Landervelgadem,  and 
Langar,  near  which  town  it  recciveth  the  river 
Alwin  (which  cometh  out  ot  Denbighlhirc),  and 
fo*  paffeth  to  Corwen  and  Llanlantfraid,  and  not 
far  from  thence  paffeth  through  Denbighlhirc,  to 
Llandifilio,  LlangoUan,  Dinafbrain  Caitle,  and 
beneath  Ruabon,  taketh  in  a  i'mall  river,  called 
Chriftioneth,  and  not  iar  from  thence,  the  Keriog^ 
which  cometh  from  Chirk.  And  here  it  hath 
Shropfhire  on  the  right  ripe,  for  the  fpace  of  two 
miles  •,  and  then  proccedeth  to  Beftock,  by  Orton 
Madock  •,  and  laitly,  to  Bangor,  where  the  (laugh- 
ter of  die  monks  was  (as  before  is  declared  in  fol, 
3.)>  having  Flintihire  on  the  right  ripe,  and  Den- 
bighfhire  on  the  left. 

From  Bangor  it  paffeth  to  Worthenbury,  where 
it  receiveth  a  fmall  river,  that  cometh  from  the 
eaft,  having  two  principal  h«ads  or  meres :  the 
one  at  Blakmere  in  Shropfhire,  which  runneth 
through  Whitchurch:  the  other  atQuoifley  in  Che- 
(hire,  from  thence  it  goeth  to  Shocklich  in  Chefhirc 
(where  it  hath  Chelhirc  on  the  eaft,  and  Denbigh- 
fhire  on  the  weft) ;  not  far  from  thence,  it  receiv- 
eth a  river  that  cometh  from  Wrexham,  and^alft 
a  little  brook  that  cometh  from  Old-Caftle,.  zxoX 
far  from  the  town  of  Malpas«    And  afterwards 
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kcq>ing  its  courfe  north,  and  fometimes  north- 
weft:  It  paiTeth  between  Holt  and  Famdon,  and 
after  cometh  to  Churton ;  where,  within  a  mile  be- 
neath, it  taketh  in  the  river  Allen  (which  in  feme 
places  parteth  Denbighfhire  and  Flintfhire) -,  fo 
that  it  leaveth  -Denbighfliire  on  the  weft  fide,  and 
hath  Flintfhire  on  the  fame  fide;  but  not  very 
far:  for  at  Pooton  (which  is  but  a  mile  from 
thence),  it  hath  Chclhirc'on  both  fides  thereof, 
and  fo  pafleth  by  Aldford,  Eaton-Hall,  Ecclefton, 
Huntington-Hall,  and,  laftly,  toucheth  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  famous  city  of  Chefter,  capital  of 
the  whole  fliire),  where  having  pafled  the  bridge, 
it  fetcheth  a  round  compafs,  making  a  fair  plain, 
called  the  Rood-Eye ;  and  after  toucheth  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  city,  at  the  Watergate.  And  Ijav- 
ing  pafled  from  thence,  it  recciveth  Flooker's- 
BrooK  without  the  Northgate  of  Chefter,  which 
brook  parteth  Wirral  from  the  reft  of  Chefliire. 
Afterwards  the  Dee  becometh  very  broad,  fo  that 
at  Shotwick  Caftle,  over  into  Flintfhire,  it  is  a 
mile  broad ;  at  the  New-Key  (which  is  fix  miles 
from  Chefter),  it  is  above  two  miles  broad  :  unto 
which  Key,  all  fuch  goods  or  merchandize  are  fent 
and  brought,  which  pafs  or  repafs  from  any 
other  country.  And  laft  of  all,  at  Helbree-ifland 
(which  is  at  the  very  corner  of  Wirral)  it  is  above 
four  miles  broad.  So  that  having  pafled  the  faid 
ifland  (which  is  twenty  miles  from  Chefter),  it  is 
called  the  fea.  So  that  the. whole  coiirfe  thereof, 
from  the  head  unto  the  fea  is  about  one  hundred 
miles.  Which  river  Dee  aboundeth  in  all  manner 
of  filh,  efpecially  falmon  and  trout. 

The  number  of  quickfands  in  this  river,  and 
the  rage  of  winds,  caufe  changing  of  the  chan- 
*d.  A  fouth  or  north  moon  maketh  a  full  fea  at 
Chefter. 
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The  Ceurfe  of  the  River  Mersey. 

I  HE  Merfcy  is  the  fecond  river  of  Ghefhirci 
which  fpringeth  at  a  place  called  the  Wood- 
,  amongft  tte  Peak-Hills  :  where  thefe  three 
lliires,  Yorkfhirc,  Derbyfhire,   and  Chelhire,  do 
join  together ;    and  keepeth  its  courfe  fbuth-weft, 
to  Mottram  in  Longendale,  being  the  limit  and 
mark  between  Derbyfhire  arid  Ghcftihr,  from  the 
VTCry  head  -,    until  it  meeteth  with  a  fmall  river 
named  Goit,  which  is  three  miles  beneath  the'faid 
Mottram ;  where  turning  weft,  it  croffeth  over  a 
corner  of  Chelhire,   where  it  hath  Chefhirc  on 
both  fides,    and   cometh  to  the  market  town   of 
Stockport :  but  before  it  comes  there,  it   taketh 
in  the  Tame,  which  parteth  Chelhire  and  Lanca- 
Ihire,  till  it  meets  with  the  Merfcy  ;  and  then  the 
Meriey  divideth  them  all  its  courfe,  which  is  from 
Stockport  to  Cheadle  (where  it  receiveth  a  fmall 
river  that  cometh  out  of  Lyme-Park,  by  Pointon^ 
Norbury  and  Bromhall),  and  then  paffeth  to  Nor- 
thenden,  Stratford,  Afhton  on  Merfey-Bank^  and' 
Flixton,  where  it  taketh  in  the  Irwell,  that  com- 
eth from  Manchefter,  from  thence  to  Partington 
and  Hollinfgreen,    where  it  receiveth  the  Gles, 
which  cometh  from  Leigh  in  Lancaftiire ;  and  not 
far  beneath,  at  Rixton,  the  BoUin,  hereafter  defcrib, 
cd ;   and  before  it  comes  "  to  Thelwall,  a  fmaU 
brook  that  cometh  from  High  Leigh  and  Lyme, 
and  fo  cometh  to  Warrington  in  Lancalhire,  where 
the  laft  bridge  is  that  goeth  over  it ;  not  far  from 
thence  it  taketh  in  a  fmall  brook  on  the  Lancafhire  " 
fide,  and  beneath  that,  anotlier  that  cometh  from 
Groppenhall,  then  the  third  on  Lancafhire  fide;  and 
and  laftly,  the  Grimfditch  on  Chefhire  fide,  and. 
fo  cometh  to  Runcorn,  where  there  is  a  ferry  ta 
pafs  over.    Half  a  mile  from  Runcorn,  at  Wefton 

(commonly 
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(commonly  called.   Windy  Wefton),   it  meetcth 

with  die  Weaver,  by  means  whereof,  it  luddenly 

becometh  a  mile  broad,  or  more,  at  a  full  fea,  and 

&  gocth  to  Ince,   and  after  taking  in  a  river, 

which  fome  call  Gowy,  cometh  lailly  to  Liver* 

pool,   where   }t  is  much   narrower^    and  there 

IS  likewife  a  ferry,  and  three  miles  from  LiveF-, 

pool,  falleth  into  the  Irifh  Sea,  making  a  fair  haven, 

called  Liverpool  Haven.     Which  river  of  Merfey 

yielded!  great  ftore  of  fainx)n,    conger,   plaice, 

•  and  flounders,   which  they  call  flukes  j    finelts, 

which  they  call  fparlingsj    and  ftirimps,    which 

they  call  lieards.     The  whole  courfe  of  the  Merfey 

is  about  feventy  miles. 

^be  Courfe  of  the  River  Weaver. 

THE  Weaver  fpringeth  out  of  Ridley  Pool 
(which  Pool  is  engendered  by  certain  waters 
dd'cending  from  Buckley  and  Peckforton  Hills,  and 
ftretcheth  along  from  Peckforton  by  Ridley-Hall 
to  Cholmondeley),  from  which  Pool  the  Weaver 
kcepeth  its  courl'e  fouth-eaft  to  Wrenbury,  where 
tt  taketh  in  a  fmall  brook  that  cometh  out  of  Mar- 
feury  Mere,  and,  three  miles  from  thence,  another 
that  cometh  out  of  Comber  Mere;  and  then  it 
goeth  eaft  to  Audlem,  where  it  receiveth  a  river 
that  fpringeth  not  far  from  Drayton,  in  Shropfhire. 
Then  keeping  its  courfe  diredtly  northward    by 
Haakylow,  three  miles  thence  it   receiveth  in  a 
foiail  river  that  cometh  from  Wybunbury,  and 
fo  palfeih    through  Nantwich,    to  Beambridge, 
^nd  not  far  from  thence  receiveth  a  fmall  brook, 
celled  HurHlon,  and  ihortly  after  two  others  in  one 
Manuel,  which  come  from  Marchford-bridge. 

From  thence  it  goeth  to  Minfliull,  to  the  manor 

place  *f  Wewer^  befonging  to  Mr.  Stanley  ;  ro 

F  %  Winsford- 
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Winsford-bridge,  where  it  becomes  navigable,  th« 
Vale-Royal,  and  Eaton  -,  to  Hartford-bridge,  and 
fo  to  Northwich,  where  it  joineth  with  the  Dane, 
and,  half  a  mile  beneath  the  town,  with  the  Peevcr ; 
after  which  confluences,  it  goeth  by  Waverham  to 
Afton-bridge,  and  the  manor  place  of  Dutton-,  and,^ 
taking  in  three  fmall  rivers  which  come  out  of  Dc- 
lamcre  Forell,  it  cometh  laftly  to  Frodfham-bridgc, 
and  not  far  from  thence,  by  Rockfavage,  mceteth 
with  the  Merfey  at  Wcfton,ras  is  before  declared, 
whofe  full  courfe  from  the  head  4s  about  fifty 
miles. 

The  Courfe  of  the  River  Dane, 

nr^HE  Dane  fpringeth  in  Macclesfield  Foreft 
I  amongft  the  mountains,  on  the  very  edge  of 
the  Shires  of  Chefter,  Derby,  and  Stafibrd,  notfai 
from  a  place  called  The  Three  Shire  Meres ;  at 
which  place  alfo  rife  two  other  rivers,  the  Goit, 
which  parteth  Chefhire  from  Derbyfhire  •,  and  the 
Doue,  which  parteth  Derbyfliire  from  StafFord- 
fliire.  The  Dane  then  from  his  head  is  a  limit 
between  Chefhire  and  StafFordlhire,  until  it  come 
within  two  miles  of  Congleton ;  not  far  from. 
which  town  it  taketh  in  a  water  that  cometh  from 
Bidulph,  in  StafFordfhire.  From  Congleton  the 
Dane  runneth  to  Radnor-bridge,  to  the  manor 
place  of  Davenport  (commonly  called  Damport),  to 
the  Hermitage,  and  not  far  from  Holmes-Chapel, 
to  Cranage-bridge,  By  ley-bridge,  within  half  a 
mile  of  Middlewich,  and  at  Croxton  taketh  in 
the  Wheelock,  hereafter  defcribed,  and  fo  pa0eth 
to  Shipbrook,  near  unto  Daneham,  and  at  North- 
wich ialleth  into  the  Weaver,  and  there  lofeth  its 
name.  Although  it  be  comparable  with  the 
Weaver  in  all  refpeds,   this  diffeiience  is  to  be 

marked 
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marked  in  thcfe  two  rivers ;  the  Weaver  is  nar- 
xow,  deep,  and  runneth  flow  •,  the  Dane  is  broad, 
ihallow,  and  runneth  fwift.  The  courfe  of  the 
Dane,  from  the  head  unto  Northwich,  where  it 
6llcth  into  the  Weaver,  is  about  tliirty  miles. 


I'be  Courfe  of  the  River  Boll  in. 

THE  BoUin  fpringeth  of  divers  heads  in  Mac- 
clesfield Foreft  alio,  not  far  from  the  head 
of  the  Dane.  But  the  two  principal  heads  come 
from  the  foot  of  Shutlingflow-hill,  by  the  Hall 
of  Ridge,  and  at'ter  taketh  in  another  that  corneth 
from  the  Chamber  in  the  Foreft,  and  lb  pafleth 
to  the  Hall  of  Sutton  (the.  ancient  houic  -ji  the 
Suttons),  to  Macclesfield,  BoUinton,  Preftbury,  and 
Newton ;  where,  hard  by,  it  taketh  in  a  brook 
(that  Cometh  from  Pot-Chapel  by  Adlington  and 
Woodford) ;  from  thence  it  pafleth  to  Winflow, 
Pownall,  Ringay,  Alhley,  and  by  Bowdon,  tak- 
€th  in  a  fmall  river  called  Birkin,  which  cometR 
from  Mobberley,  and  foon  after  another,  which 
Cometh  out  of  Rofthern  Mere-,  and  then  goeth 
by  Dunham,  and  not  far  from  Warburton,  falleth 
jnto  the  Merfey  at  Rixton  ;  the  courle  of  this  river 
^  about  twenty-five  miles. 

J^be  Courfe  of  the  River  Peever. 

^r^HE  Peever  fpringeth  of  two  heads,  one  near 
I  Macclesfield,  the  other  near  Gawl  worth,  which 
^^flcth  by  Siddington,  and  meet  together  by  Chel- 
^rd-Chapel,  from  whence  it  gocth  to  Upper 
J^ecver,  Nether  Peever,  and  Holford  •,  and  atter 
^  is  paft  Winchambridge,  it  rcccivetli  in  the 
I-^-o&ock  water,  and  then  another  that  cometh  out 
F  3  o€ 
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of  Budworth  Mere,  and  fo  fallcth  into  the  Weaver, 
z  litde  beneath  Northwich^  fo  that  the  whole 
courie  thereof  is  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles. 


The  Courfe  of  the  Rher  Wheelock. 

THE  Wheplock  is  alfo  engendered  of  three 
fmall  rivers,  which  fpring  not  far  from 
Mowcop  Hill.  The  firft  cometh  from  Mortoi 
Hall,  in  Aftbury  parifh,  the  other  two  from  Law- 
ton  and  Rode  Hall,  and  meet  together  not  far 
from  Sandbach.  From  whence  it  pafftth  to  the 
town  and  manor  place  of  Wheelock,  belonging  t9 
Mr.  Liverfedge  j  to  Elton,  where  it  taketh  in  th« 
Fulbrook,  that  cometh  out  of  Oke-hanger  Mwe  i 
and  then  goeth  to  Warmingham,  Sutton  Mill, 
Vvhedock  Mill,  and  not  far  off  falleth  into  the 
Dane  at  Croxton.  This  is  here  to  be  noted,  that* 
like  as  the  water  which  fallcth  down  on  the  weft* 
fide  of  Mowcop  engendereth  the  Wheelock,  6) 
doth  that  which  falleth  on  the  eaft-fide  make  the 
very  head  of  the  famous  river  of  Trent.  The  whote 
courfe  of  the  Wheelock  is  about  twelve  miles. 


The  Courfe  of  the  River  Taumb. 

THE  Taume  fpringeth  in  Yorkfliire,  at  a 
village  called  Taume,  and  parteth  Lan» 
calhire  and  Chefhire  afunder  all  its  courfe,  which 
is  from  Micklehurft  to  Stayly  Hall,  Afl«:on  Undfer' 
Lyme,  Duckenfield,  Denton,  Rediih,  and  fo  near 
Si^kport  falleth  into  the  Merfey,  where  it  giveth 
over  both  name  and  office.  The  whole  courfe  ii 
about  ten  mdles^ 
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The  Courfe  of  the  River  Goix, 

THE  Goit  fpringeth  in  Macclesfield  Foreft,  ad 
keepech  its  course  diredly  north  to  T^haU 
and  Shawcrofie,  taking  in  on  the  eaft-fide  two  or 
tliree  fmall  rivers,  and  is  a  limit  between  Chefhlre 
and  Derbyfhire,  iMitil  it  falls  into  the  Merley, 
which  is  not  far  from  Goit  Hall  j  the  fpace  of 
nine  miles,  or  thereabouts^ 


Rivers  in  Cheshire. 

THESE  be  the  chiefeft  rivers  of  name  in 
Chelhire:  But  -whereas  fome  have  written 
ofdiv€;rs  others,  as  tlie  Gowy,  >Arirrai,  Comhrus, 
feley,  Sal  warp  or  Bar,  Lea  and  Wulvarn,  Afti, 
Bidulph,  Croco,  Birkin,  Mar,  and  Grimfditck 
Thefe  names  are  rather  devifed,  or  conjectured^, 
than  otherwife ;  yea,  fome  of  them  feigned.  Yet, 
to  fatisfy  luch  as  be  defirous  to  know  tlieir  courfes, 
I  will  fat  down  what  I  know,  and  not  follow  die 
rqwrts  of  them  which  have  written. 

The  Gowy, 

That,  therefore,  which  they  call  the  Gowy^ 
Mth  its  head  not  far  from  Bunbury,  and  runnetJi 
north-weft  by  Beefton  Caftle,  to  Tiverton  and 
Huxley,  where  it  dividcth  itfelf  into  two  parts ;  one 
gdcth  weft  to  Tattenhall,  Golburn,  Lea  Hall,  and 
atAldford  falleth  into  the  Dee.  The  other  part  = 
gQedi  northwards  to  Stapleford,  Hocknel-plar, 
and  Barrow  (where  it  takcth  in  a  brook  that  ct^m- 
tth  from  Tarporley  and  Tarvin),  and  fo  paflcth 
•oPlcpiftow-bridge,  TrafFord,  Picton,  ami  'Ihorn^ 

ton. 
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ton,  where  it  divideth  itfclf  again  into  two  parts ; 
one  of  which  kecpcth  its  courlc  north-weft  to  Stan- 
ley, Stanney,  and  Stanlow-houfe,  andai'terwardsfal- 
Ictl.  iito  the  Mcrl'cy.  The  other  part  gocth  Ibuth- 
wefl  to  Stoke,  Croughton,  Chorlton,  the  Baits, 
and  fo  talleth  into  the  Dec,  hard  by  Chefter,  being 
there  called  Flookcr's -brook,  and  divideth  Wir- 
ral  from  the  reft  of  Cheftiire  j  and  therefore  fomc 
imagine  that  it  is  called  Wirral*. 

The  CoMBRUS, 

The  Combrus  is  that  which  comcth  out  of 
Comber  Mere,  and  falleth  into  the  Weaver. 

The  Betley. 

The  Betley  cometh  from  a  town  called  Betley, 
near  the  Wrine  Hill,  and  runneth  by  Doddingt 
ton,  Wybunbury,  Barderton,  and  fo  into  the 
Weaver. 

The  HURLSTON, 

The  Salwarp  is  a  little  brook  which  falleth  into 
the  Weaver  on  the  weft-fide,  not  far  from  Beam-  . 
bridge :  He  that  did  name  it  Salwarp,  did  greatly 
miftake  himfelf,  for  Salwarp  runneth  beneath  Droit- 
wich,  in  Worcefterfhire.  John  Leland  calleth  it 
Bar,  bccaufe  it  runneth  from  Bar-bridge  into  the 
Weaver,  But  they  of  the  country  (whom  wc  may 
bcft  believe)  call  it  Hurlfton. 

•  When  this  was  written  the  author  was  deceived  by  the  er- 
roneous maps  of  Chclhire,  then  extant,  but  the  fadl  is,  that 
this  river  does  not  divide  itfelf  in  any  place,  except  near  Pick« 
ton,  and  then  one  branch  runs  north-wcllerly  by  Stoke  and 
IStanney,  and  fall*  into  the  Merfcy  at  Stanlow-houfc;  the  other 
branch  dirc^ls  its  courfe  more  northerly,  pafTes  by  Thornton^ 
and  falls  into  the  Merfey  near  Incc^  about  half  a  mile  diiltat 
from  the  other.  s^ 
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Ash-brook. 

The  Afli  (commonly  called  Aftibrook)  fpringeth 
in  the  6)reft  of  Delamere,  Bnd  keepeth  its  courfe 
fciith,  pairing  between  Over  and  Little-Budworth, 
(a  mile  from  each)  and  after  meeteth  with  another 
coming  from  the  hall  of  Darley.  Laftly  (byDar- 
nal  Grange),  maketh  a  pool,  called  Darnal  Pool, 
and  falleth  alfo  into  the  Weaver,  not  far  from  the 

hall  of  Weaver. 

\ 

^  BiDULPH. 

The  Biduiph  cometh  put  of  StafFordfhire,  from 
a  town  called  Biduiph,  and  falkth  into  the  Dane, 
near  unto  Congleton. 

Croco, 

That  which  they  call  the  Croco  is  a  fmall  brook, 
^hich  cometh  out  of  Bagmer-merc,  and  paffeth  by 
Brereton  church  and  hall  (the  ancient  houfe  of  the 
furname  of  Breretons)  through  Brereton  park, 
Kindcrton  park,  through  Middiewich,  and  not 
far  from  thence,  falleth  into  the  Dane  at  Croxton, 
near  the  fame  place,  where  the  Wheelock  falleth 
in  alfo. 

BiRKIN. 
The  Birkin  is  a  fmall  brook,  which  fpringeth 
not  far  from  Chelford  chapel,  and  runneth  north- 
ward toMobberley,  and  after  takethin  a  little  rill 
that  cometh  out  of  Tatton-mere  •,  from  which 
place,  little  more  than  a  mile  it  falleth  into  the 
BoUin. 

Mar. 

The  Mar  cometh  out  of  a  mere,  by  the  hall  of 
Mere,  and  after  at  Rofthern  maketh  alfo  a  great 
mere  (called  Rofthern-mere)  j  and  laftly,  falleth 
alfo  into  the  BoUin.    . 

G  Cj^\^W 
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Gkimsditch. 

The  Grimfditch  cometh  from  the  hall  of  Grimf. 
ditch,  by  Preftpn,  Daribury,  Kekewitb^  and  ib 
faUeth  into,  the  Mcrfey. 

WULVARN.     - 

The  Wulvarn  cometh  from  Bartomley,  by  Crew 
and  Coppcnhall,  and  at  Marchford-bridge  meeteth 
with  the  Lea,  which  cometh  from  Lea  and  Wiftaf- 
ton,  and  fo  falls  into  the  Weaver. 

The  Particulars  of  Cheshire. 

THIS  County  is  divided  into  feven  hundreds  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  Wirral  hundred,  Broxton  hun- 
dred, Nantwich  hundred,  Edlbury  hundred.  North- 
wich  hundred,  Bulkley,  or  Haulton  hundred,  ih^ 
Macclesfield  hundred.  Which  hundreds  I  will  fct 
down  particularly,  with  the  names  of  all  the  town- 
ihips  m  each  of  them.  And  thofe  which  air 
market  towns  are  marked  with  the  letter  M  in  the 
margin.  Parifh  churches  with  the  letter  P.  And 
fuch  as  have  but  chapels  with  the  letter  C.  Biit 
It  may  be  that  many  niiore  have  chapels  than  thofe 
that  I  have  marked ;  for  I  know  not  all. 

Eight  Religious   Houjes^  fuppreffed  by  Ki^ 
Henry  VIIL 


StanloWy 

Rudbeathj 

Helbree, 

Vale-Royal^ 

Macclesfield^ 

Befides   the    IVbitf 

NortOHy 

and  Black-Friarsy 

Eunbury^ 

and  the  gunnery 

QBfnbermere^ 

inChefter. 

Castles, 
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Castles. 

ChefUr^  Dunbam^ 

Beefton^  OU-Cafikyntm  quiti 
HauUon^  deftroyed^ 

Frodjbam^  Stourton. 
Sbotwicky 

WiRRAL,  defcrihed  by  John  Leland. 

WI  R  R  A  L  requireth  a  larger  defcription 
than  any  of  ,thc  other  hundreds  j  becaufe 
it  is,  in  a  manner,  a  country  of  itfelf ;  as  a  Penin- 
fulacnclofcd  between  the  two  great  rivers  of  Dee 
and.Merfcy,  and  having  the  main  fea  at  one  fid^, 
is  by  this  means  nearly  environed  round  about 
with  falt-water.  It  is  twenty  miles  long,  and 
.fix  Qiiles  brpad ;  and  beginneth  within  half  a  mile 
rfthe  city  of  Cheftcr,  and  within  two  bow  Ihots 
of  d)e  fuburbs,  without  the  Northgate,  at  a  bridge 
called  Stone  Bridge,  and  there  is  a  dock  for  ihips 
to  ride  at  a  fpring-tide,  called  Port-Pool. 

Half  a. mile  lower  is  Blacon-Head,  as  an  arm- 
let of  the  ^und  pointing  out,  where  is  an  old 
manor  belonging  to  the  earl  of  Oxford. 

A  mile  by  water  lower,  hard  on  the  fhore,  is  a 
litde  village  called  Saughall. 

Leis  than  a  mile  lower  is  Crabhall  village. 

A  mile  lower  is  Shotwick  Cattle,  on  the  fhore, 
belonging  to  the  king. 

Shotwick  Tpwnlet  is  three  qu^ters  of  a  mile 
lower;  and  two  miles  lower  is  a  road  in  Dee, 
<^41cd  Salt-Houfe ;  and  on  the  fhore  a  Salt-Houfe 
cottage.  J 

G  %  ThtnM 
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Then  is  Burton-Hcad>  whereby  is  a  village?,  al- 
moft  a  mile  lower  than  Salt-Houle. 

Two  miles  lower  is  Denhall  road  •,  and  againll 
it  a  firm  place  belongmg  to  Mr.  Smith :  And  with- 
in the  land  is  Denhall  village. 

More  than  two  miles  lower,  is  Ncflon  road,  and 
inland  a  mile  in  the  country  is  Nefton  village. 

About  three  miles  lower  is  a  place  called  the 
Red  Bank :  And  half  a  mile  inland,  is  a  village 
called  Thurftington. 

A  mile,  and  more  lower,  is  Weft  Kirby,  a  vil- 
lage near  die  fhore.  And  half  a  mile  lower  is  Hel- 
bree,  at  the  very  point  of  Wirral. 


Helbree-Island. 

THIS  iQand  of  Helbree,  at  a  full  fea,  is  aU 
environed  with  water ;  and  then  the  Tra- 
jeiStus  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over.  But  at  low  wa- 
ter, a  man  may  go  over  the  fand. 

It  is  about  a  mile  in  compafs,  and  hath  fandy 
ground,  which  abounds  with  conies.  There  was 
a  cell  of  monks  of  Chefter,  and  a  pilgrimage  of 
our  Lady  of  Helbree,  which  idolatry  is  now  fup- 
prefled. 

Hitherto  Leland,  and  other  places,  I  pafs  over 
to  be  brief.  Hereafter  foUoweth  the  particular 
names  of  all  the  villages  and  townfhips. 


WiRR^AL     Hundied. 


-DLACON^ 
^  Crabball, 
Moiling  ton  TarenJ^ 
Saugball  Magna^ 


Saugball  Parvay 
JVood  Banky 
P.RawSbotwickj 
Sboiwicij 

Puddingto% 
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Puddington^ 
Treves  J 

Denbally 
Nefs,.  . 
Nefton  Parvdy  cum 

U.^.Neftan  Mt^^ 
cum  J/hfeldy 
Liigbttm^ 

Y.HefwM,     eum 
QMUfdd, 

V.ThwfiMft^Hj 

CaI4ey^ 
CaldcyM^na^cum 

Tend  Alhinis  in 

Newhold  et  JL^r^ 

ton^    . 
VWeftKirby 
Newton  cum  Lar^ 

tony    . 
Meoks  Parvay' 
MtoUf  Magnay 
Kirhf  in  JVbaley^ 
Ufiardy 

PouUon^  cum   Se- 
comiy 
V.Bi^fton^ 
IP.CIatfgbtoUj  cum  Us 

granges^ 
flxtony 
Upton^ 
MoretoUj 
Brimfiagiy 
SuugtauMaffie^ 
PrentoHj 
LmuHcm^ 


Pennejbyy 

Timidly 

Barnfioriy 
I  Thornton^ 

Tra$more, 
P.  Bebbington  Inferior^ 
,  BiM^HgtoH  Si^erior^ 

Poult  OB'  Lancelot  J 
cum  Lefpitell^ 

Hooton^ 

Poole  Jnferior^ 

Starmff  Piitrva^ 
?.  Stoke, 
P.Backfordy 

Cspenhurfty 

Led/ham^ 

Franckbyj 

Raby, 

mUafion, 

Stanney  Magna 

Stourton, 
C .  Brumbro, 
P.  Eaftbam,  cum  Plim* 
yard, 

Poole  Superior, 

WTntby; 

Arrow, 
F.fFood^burcb, 

Cbilder  Thornton^ 

Sutton  Magna, 

Sutton  Parva, 

Crougbton, 

Cborlton, 

Lea, 

Irby. 
Greajby, 

Knocktorum. 


Broxton 
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Broxton     Hundred, 


M.8cc.r^ESTER  city, 
MBfian^ 

UftOHy 

Newton^ 
l^.GuildenSuttcn^ 

Hool, 

Baugbton^ 

Little  Cbriftletonj 
V.  Church  Cbriftleton^ 

New  Cbriftletony 

Cotton^ 

Stanford^ 
V.IVavertCH^ 

Staplefard^ 

HUXlefy 

Hatton^ 

NewtoHj 
Y.Tsttenhallj 

Golborn  Bellow^ 

SiJiyordy 

Coiicmj 

S^ttghtoHy 

BuirtoM^ 

Lea  at  Newbold^ 
CCburton  Heathy 
V.Aldfordy 
j^.Chm^imj 


CbUioH^ 

Alderfey^ 
V.CcdMngtm^ 
C.Bart0t^ 

Poultouy 
V.Pulfard^ 
F.DodlefiMy 

Gerplkw^ 

KinnertoHy 

Codinton^ 

Mar&oHy 
V.Eccleftotty 

Lachy 

EatoWy 

Claverton  Bacb^ 

Chowleyy 
Q.Harthilly 
V.Bulkleyy 

Burwardfiey^ 

BroxtoHy 

LarktMy 

DuckintoHy 

l^gey 

HattiptoHy 

EgertMy 
C.Cholmffndeley^ 

Bickertmty 

BickUy, 

Mafefenj 

^ufiiiMgbamy 

Agdeny 

CroftUy^ 


Egete 


CTF  England. 


Bradley, 
<bildhwy 

JFigUnd^ 
JtoektoHy 
OldCa/Ue, 
JCidditigtM, 
Jfewtm^bifa  Malpas, 

Sbocktkcb, 
^  .Cburcb  Sbockiacb, 

OvertoBf 
Cbeavkft 


CaUeertt,. 
Crewey 

Grafton, 
V.rUftoH, 
CardcM, 
Cahelef^ 
mcb-Uugb, 

HuHiH^t0$t 

RowtOHf 
C.Hargreave^ 
F.PlimfioH, 


Nantwich     Hundred. 


Leigbton^ 
I^.  Church  Cappenhally 
Mmks  CoppinbaUy 

HaffiaU  Majmr^ 
HajfaU  Miner ^ 
BechtoHy 
Alfager, 
^^Bartomky^ 
Crewe^ 
fVefton^ 
Cborbon^ 

BlakenaU, 

Sbavingtcm^ 

Beresfcrd^  ^ 
^'fyiftafton. 


P 
P 


Roppe^ 
Houghj 
Stapeleyy 
JVibunnbury^ 
Barderton^ 
Bartberton^ 
Leoy 

DuddingtoUj 
BridgetMre^ 
Checkley^ 
Hunjierftotiy 
Walgbertcn^  ; 
Haiberlon^ 

Buertofij 

,jhdkm^ 

Tittley^ 

Church  mi/M, 


JJtdUf 
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Aften  in  Mmdramy 

Cborky^ 

CbolmftfM, 

C.Faddekyy 

Stokfy 

CMarbury^ 

Hurl/ten, 

Nerbnryy 

fForlepH, 

C.JVirfwaU, 
V.BaddeUyy 

Pod, 

HenbuUy 

C.Burland, 

r.itaen^ 

Bromley^ 

EdUften^ 

hhNantwichy 

BtMugtoMy 

fFolfton  fyoody 

AijierfteHt 

Cenell, 

ScnJe, 

Piktitt  Halty 

Brombally 

Broke^ 

Newbafh 

WoodcotCy 

Dodcottj 

Greyjly. 

V.menburjy 

Burley  Dam. 

Edsbury  Hundred. 

M.  P.  rfARVINy  M.  P.  Frod/bamy 

P.       Barrow  Parvoy  New  tony 


Barrow  Magva^ 

Kingjleyy 

Bridge  Tr afford^ 

Croton,  Norley^ 

P.  Thornton^ 

CuddingtoUy 

P.  Ince, 

Oufton,  Afion^ 

Elton, 

C.  Waver hatHy 

Hapsford^ 

Mulmetony 

Stony  Dunhamy 

PViningtoHy 

Heljby, 

Hartfordy 

C.  Alvonley^ 

Martony 

Manley\ 

P.  Whitegate^ 

Mouldjivortb  Mag- 

P.  Overy 

nay 

Weavery 

AJhtoUy 

C.  Wetnaly 

Mould/worth  Parva 

EatoHy 

ILricUy 

Darleyy 

Kiljd, 

Rujhtony 

P.  "tarpdrhy^ 
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P.  tarptrlcf. 

RiMey, 

Utkinton^ 

SpurftoWy 

OuUoK^ 

Halgbton^   aUas 

'HockejibuU, 

Hougbtottt 

Stapl^ordy 

fTardle, 

BwrtoHy 

Calvekfy 

Buddsitt 

jUpTMHf 

Clettmy 

Wimbdld  Stregb- 

Iden/baOy 

fori. 

Tiverioa, 

WaUerfcotey 

Tiiftait  Feamal, 

P.  Btdwortb  Parvay 

Seeften, 

OltonLoiiOy  : 

V.Bmibtajy 

Cafile  Nortbmcb, 

Pukfortou^ 

**♦*<-►+*♦->*+*♦♦*♦+ 


NoRTHWiCH  Hundred. 


J^UDHEJTHy 
Buglawtottj 
P.  Church  Lawtony 
M.  Congktony 
P.  JfthurfetNewboldy 

Mareiatty 

SmaUwoody 
Davenporfy 
Somerford  et  Rad- 

Hulme  and  Wat- 
ford, 
M.V.  Sandiach, 
ArtdudCy 
fneelock. 
Cranage, 


H 


Bradwal, 
P.  Brereton^ 
C.  Church-Holme, 

Smethwicb, 
P.  Swettenbam, 
C.  Gooftry  et  Barn 
Jhaw. 

Twemlow, 

Cotton, 

Leegbs, 

Sutton, 

Kinderton, 
M.P.  Mddlewich, 

Newton, 

Ecclefton, 

fVimboldJley, 

Minjbull  Vernon, 
SfrofioM^ 
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SprofioH^ 

Ctive, 

fH>atertfi, 

Croxtaiy 

P.  Danebam, 

Byhy 

M.  Nortbmeby    * 

P.  Warmngbm^ 

C.fTfttcHetTemirok, 

Tetto*, 

Lofiocky  Graiam^ 

MoftoHy 

JUofttek, 

Elton, 

Lacbrdenms, 

KtnuHjgikiMf 

Hoksy 

Stmitbcmty 
WhartM, 

RffviHJfcnfi^ 
Mffrtjbamm  cum 

Bofiockt 

Psrme, 

MOUltOHy 

NtwbaU, 

Hayton, 

Sttths  et  Lack, 

Leftmcht 

Bircbety 

Sburlacb  et  Brad- 

ford, 

♦*+++<-M-fr*4-+^->**<--> 


BuLKSLEY  Hundred. 


P.  QyER-Peover^ 
P.       Netbcr-Piover^ 

"Tofu 

Bexton^ 

IVimif^bam^ 
Mejhttm^ 
Picktner^ 
PhmUy^ 
IFesfori  et  Mar- 

thai, 
OUerttm^ 
fA.?.Knutsfordy 
Tatton^ 


P.  AbMerltyj 

AJbUy, 
P.  Roftbeniy 

Meriy 
C.Liigb, 
jlgdeUj 
BoUimimy 

•  JJ/mmy 

Lacbf&rdy 
P.  Groppenbally 
C.  Wdrburtimy 

PartingMfy  • 
C.  CanifigiifHy 
Y.AJbiiHy 


Sak^ 
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Sgk, 


P.  Bowdou^ 

C.  Norion^ 

Dtaton^ 
C.Ldgh, 

Cogjbul^    . 
Comberbacbj 
P.  Budfwmb  Magna^ 


0v€r4fUfleyj 
Naber-fVbitUy^ 

C.DarJbiry. 

C.  PreftoHy 
Kekemck^ 
Marty 
NewUm^ 
Over4Fab(m^ 
NttberJFaUm^ 

CTbdwal, 
ARon^Gr$;ng€y 
8tockbam^ 
MLddUton^Gr/mgi^ 
Bartbingtqn^ 
Jnderion. 


««««««^t»4»«l»«(««llift« 


Macclesfield  Hundred. 


cfinlwiftl^    4Uas 

^      Tinfek 

HoUinworiby 
P.  MoUram  in  Lon- 
gendaky 

StdUyy 

Duchnfeldy  M. 

MatteUy^ 

Godley^ 
C.  Newtim^ 

H  2 


:    Hyde, 

Hatterfley^ 

JVemitby 

Romdey,    . 

Bradbury y 

Brominton^ 
V.Stockporty    alias 

Stopfardt 
P.  CbiadUy 
P.  NorthendcHy 

Eccles^ 
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ECCkSy 

Offert(m^ 

TorkingtoHy 

Norbury^ 

Poyntort^ 

Adlington^ 

Buttkyy 

FuUnbrome^ 
P.  Preftbwrjy 

Mottram  Andrew^ 

BoUin^ 

PownaU^ 

Cbarleyj 
C.ff^arfcrd, 
P,  Over-Alderley, 

Netber-Alderleyy 
C.  Cbelfordy 

Sneiftonj 

Birtksy 

Pexbull^ 

Capefiofiy 
C.  Siddingion^ 


mtUngtoK^ 

p.  Gawfivmrtb^ 
C.  Martm^ 

North  Rode^ 

Eat9f$y 

Somerfardy 
P.  BoJUy, 

Sutttmj 

DowneSy 

Hurdesfiddj 

BolUnton^ 

Sbrigley^ 
V.  Di/Uydeinet  Stand- 

rardJkyctfVbaUy^ 

Ra$fuw^ 
C.MarpU^ 
P.  taxhall, 

Upttm^ 

Titbritigtcn, 
M.  Macclesfield^ 

Keteljhulme^ 


^C-M->+<-^^M-M-><-M-W->-> 


The  Seats  of  the  principal  Gentlemen  io 
Chefhire,  taken  fromLeland. 

C/i2  William  Breretotij  of  Brereton^  a  manor  and, 

parijh  church. 
Sir  Randal  Brereton^  of  Malpas^  a  fecond  brother. 
Sir  Brian  Brereton^  at  Honfordy  a  ninth  brother^  of 

Malpas. 
Sir  Richard  Brereton^  at  Tatton^  a  third  brother ^  of 

Mdfas. 

Sir 
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SmU, 

MarUtry^ 

M.juaviriam, 

AJha, 
0var4fkifUyy 

Hak, 

Netber-inntlejft 

Timferli^t 

C.S&etm, 

DMaiamy 

C.  Borfiurf^ 

V.Bowdoih 

Hatton^ 

V.RMKorn, 

C.  Vrejtm^ 

P.HaUaMy 

Kekewick^ 

CSfiOM, 

Marty 

mjicM, 

NewtoHf 

SuUM, 

OvtrWtdfon, 

C.  NertM, 

NttberJFalton^ 

C.Afiea, 

HuS  a  Jfplefon, 

Jfiai-Grmiget 

Q.rbtlwal, 

DuttOH^ 

ASfithGr^^Mj^, 

C.Lagh, 

Stockbm^ 

BarUrioH, 

MMtfM^Gr/piie, 

Cogflml^    . 

Bartlmgt^t 

Comberbiacb^ 

Anderitm. 

F.  Btuhoortb  Maffui^ 

««««««^t»4l«^«(««««« 


Macclesfield  Huadred. 


CT%nlwifsl^    alias 

^      Tiieh 
HoUinwortbj 
V.Mottram  in  Lon- 

Stailey,. 

Mattekff 
Goikf^ 
C.Newm, 


M 


H  2 


•    Hyde, 

fiatterfiey, 

Wemitby 

RomeUyy-  ,     .^ 

Bradburyy 

Bromintorty 
V.StQcl^orty   4lias 

Stopford^ 
P.CbeadUy 
P.  Nertbmden, 

EecUst 
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r  '9  -s  ■g"-ar»^^y''<ry^<r'^artnBr* 


V:  'j':.'-h'.'cw  tie  Names  of  all  the  Knights^ 
I.^.::.-»s,  Gentlemen,  tf«// Freeholders  in 
•::    Srunrj    Palatine  of  Chefter ;    and  in 

'V':m  Humbed tkey  dwell. 

% 

W'iRRAL  Hundred. 

^-     :    '^•^.'.jnJ  i<tcnley^  William  Gkgg^  of  Gay- 

I  rt^.uiQn^  knight.  ton^  efq. 

'  ..:j:n  \Liify^  uf  Pud'  Robert  Parre^    of  Back- 

.iH^tm^  :.q.  ford,  efq. 

-A.H   .'^^'./,  j/  Pool^  efq.  Peter  Bouldy  of  Upton. 

.  j,nu^  Juni/uryy  of  Stan-  JohnHocknell^  ofPrenton. 

c  -^    /  V.  Edward  Stanley^  ofPooton. 

;.  ^ut  u  Hough  J  of  Leigh'  Bennet  of  SaughaH. 

n^    iq.  Thomas  Doe^  of  Saughall. 

.'*   ^idicher^  of  Mor-  John  Meales^  of  Meales. 

v^    /v.  John  KirkeSj  of  Lea. 

«  >  hiimcre^  ofThur-  Johi  Toungy  of  Nejion. 


*i^-r-r-r*******-r^**** 


^:<v>XTON  Hundred* 

^■^  ■     c^tf  C:\im^^dileyy  Ralph  Button^  of  Hatton^ 

>-iiB*i.,^^N«t?^<^»/.  efq. 

c     o.  :♦    ,-:r«i"^*    of  George  Cliffy   of  Huxley y 

..^•L..  .-.-s-'."  efq. 

^    ijp^^    ^*    vv^i,  of  John  Majfy^  of  Codding^ 

^iJ^B^  ^Vi\  ton^  efq. 

Richard 
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Richard  SreretaHy  of  Ec- 

cUJtm^  efq. 
fhomsGrofvemr^  ofEa- 

toHj  efq. 
imm  Cbatmirely  of  the 

Bacby  efq. 
Richard  Maffy^  of  Aid- 

fordy  gent.        • 
"John  Manley^  of  Pulton j 

lent. 
Robert  Majfy^  of  Egerky. 
'  JobnAlderfey.ofAlderfey. 
JAn  Norton. 
RAert  Alder  fey. 
Oliver  Walker. 
R^t  Dodd. 
John  Alder fey^  of  Middle 

AUerfey. 
Rich.  Soft ockj  of  Barton. 
Randall  Dodd,  of  Barton. 
Robert  Crokety  of  Barton. 
Roger  Dodd^  of  Barton. 
Rob.  Boftockj  of  Cburton. 
John  Hanky  J  of  Cburton. 
Wil  Bamefton^  of  Cbur- 

ten. 
Chrift.  Lowe^  of  Cburton. 
John  Stringer  J  of  Crew. 
'John  Crew. 

John  Tardf/y^  ofFamdon. 
Ranulpb  Breratony  of  Kid- 

dingtoH. 
Owen  Stocklaw. 
f^terDoddj  ofBroxton. 
^     %^  Dodd. 
George  Bird. 
^henuu  Bird. 


Robert  Bulkeley,  of  Bick- 

erf  on. 
Peter  Filkin^  of  Tatten^ 

ball. 
Jobn  Heat  by  ofHorton. 
Jobn  Caterod. 
John  Alderfey. 
Tbonuu  Calcotty  ofCalcott. 
Tbomas  Tardley,  of  Crew ^ 
Tbomas  Bootbj   of  Choi- 

mondeley. 
Hugb  Rode. 
Thomas  Sparrow  of  Bick- 

ley. 
Thomas  Ball. 
John  fVright. 
Tbomas  Htdme^    of  Cod^ 

dington. 
Jobn  Rojingreve^  of  Har- 

greve. 
Tbomas  Molfon. 
JobnLloyd^  of  Kiddington. 
Peter  Tiljlon,  of  Huxley. 
fVilliam  Carifon^  ofBrad^ 

ley. 
David  Pova^    of  Shock- 

loch. 
Jobn  Dodd. 

Richard  Maffy^^of  Grafton. 
Randal  Dodd,  of  Edge. 
Ralph  Leech,  of  Garden, 
miliam  Ear,  ofTtlfton. 
Jobn  Alderfey,  of  Agdon. 
Randal  Maddock,  of  Edge. 
Jobn  Dawfon^    of  Tuf^ 

fhingham. 
Randal  Sound. 
Hugb  Cahefy,  of  Buckley. 
Richari 
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Richard  BraJ^.  John  Bowker^  ofEgertan. 

Ralph  Huxley^  of  SidwaU.  Rich.  Handkyj  of  Newton. 

John  KettUy  of  Bwrfiej.  John  Maddock^  of  Agdan. 

John  Deddj  of  Bickerlon.  Thomas  Maddock. 


Nantwich     Hundred, 


CiR  Lawrence  Smithy  of 

Houghy  knight. 
Sir   Ralph    Egertcny    cf 

WrinehiU^  knight. 
Thomas   JVilbraham^    of 

IVoodhay^  efq^. 
llem-y   Delves^    of  Dod- 

dington^  efq. 
Rob.  Foulfburfiy  of  Crew y 

efq. 
John  Mtnfhuly    of  Min- 

fbuly  efq. 
Henry  Rop^  ofStapley^  efq. 
Thomas  Vernon^  of  Haf- 

lingtonj  efq. 
Richard  Cotton,  of  Com- 

bermere,  efq. 
Ralph  Haffal,  of  Hanky^ 

low,  efq. 
John  Criffin,  of  Barter- 
tony  efq. 
Thomas  Starfyy  of  Wren- 

bury,  efq. 
Thomas  Hulfe^  of  Mar- 

hury,  efq. 
Lawrence  Lea,  of  Lea, 

gent.  ' 


Thomas  Mnjbul,of  Tariff 

wick,  gent. 
John  Brook,  of  Leigbton. 
Hugh  Jflony  of  Afitm. 
Robert  IVcever, 

Leycefler,  of  Pool. 

Tho.  Chitewood,  of  Wor^ 

lejion,  gent.. 
Richard  fVilbraham^    of 

Refeheath. 
Ralph  Br ein,  of  Aftm. 
John  Pratchet,  offf^ord- 

lafton. 
John  Crew,  of  Hajfal. 
mU.  Allen,  ofBrindky. 
George  Huxley. 
mil.  Ithel,  of  Burland. 
Tho.  Br  ein,  of  FaddiUy. 

Horton,^  of  Cool. 

Robert  IVhitney. 
Thomas  Gumil,  of  Burton. 
Tho.  Brindley,  offTifian- 

ton. 
John  Alexander. 
fVilliam  Munkas. 
John  Maffey,  of  Coppen^ 

baU, 

Thomas 
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7%cmas  IVetnal. 
TbofnasMaffey. 
Fran.  Fau^^ft^  of  Shaw. 
John  fFcodnef^  of  Shen- 

ington. 
Hugh  Bromley y    of  Nor- 

bury. 
Ctou.  Bicker totiy  of  Town- 

ley. 
Randal  Msfifiulj  of  Hul- 

greve. 
Randal  Ropy  ofCborlton. 
Randal  More^  of  Hafiing- 

ion. 
Rob.  Lawtony  of  GorJUe- 

bill. 
Hen.  tVixtedy  ofCroes. 
Rob.  Augiery  of  Alfager. 
Randal  Pool. 
Rich.  Latbomy  offVeflon. 
Rich.  Pooly  of  Gonjley. 
David  Hintony  of  Brad- 
ley-Green. 
IVittiam  Hinton. 
Hugbmxtedy  ofWlxted. 
Ricb.  Pooly  ofMarley. 
Roger  Maflerfony  ofNant- 

wicby  gent. 
Roger  Waltbally  gent. 
"Tbo.  Gluttony  gent. 
Ricb.  Haffaly  gent. 
fyilHam  Bromley y  gent. 


Ricb.  Maflerfony  gent. 
John  Leecb^  gent. 
Ricb.  ff^iUrabamy  gent. 
Roger  Mainwaring^  gent, 
Robert  Crokety  gent. 
Tbo.  fFettenbaUy  gent. 
Humphrey  Miinwaringy 

gent. 
Henry  Wrigbty  fen. 
Henry  Wrigbty  jun. 
Richard  Wright. 
Thomas  Wright. 
Reynold  Wright. 
Lawrence  Wright. 
Jafper  Ruttery  gent. 
Robert  Godier. 
John  Crew. 
Richard  Church. 
Thomas  Church. 
Jeffery  Minfhal. 
Thomas  Mainw^ring. 
John  Mainwaringy  major. 
John  Mainwaringy  minor. 
John  Mainwaringy  mim>- 


mus. 


James  Bullen. 
John  Secarjlon, 
John  Tench. 
Richard  Robinfon. 
Richard  Wixted. 
IFil/iam  Tejtch. 


Edsbury 


j 
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Edsbury  Hundred. 

CIR  Richard  EgettdHj     BtnediaPainter^of ^^ 

ofOuUoHy  knigbt.  gent. 

$ir  Thomas  Hdctoft^  of    FeterlVarhurton^of , 

Vde-Rayak  hdghi.  gent. 

Ralph  Dm^  cfFlaxyards^  ^ho.  Rutter^  QfKingJley. 

efq.  Rich.  Gerrard^  ofCreiwood. 

Rich.  Hurlftony  ofOtdttm^  John  Nuttall^  of  Tatten- 

efq.  hall. 

George  Ireland^  ofCroton^  jas.  Houghton^  of  Houghs 

efq.  ton. 

John  Bruin ^  of  Staplefordj  John  Alderfey^ofSpurJiow^ 

efq.  John  Braffie^  of  Tiverton. 

George  Beeftony  ofBeefton^  Rich.  Hocknelly  of  Dudon. 

efq.  Rich.  Stonely^  of  Alpram^ 

George  SpurftoWj  cfSpur-  John  TreviSy  of  Harton. 

flowy  efq.  Rtch.UtloryOfiyaUerfcot. 

John  Hocknely  of  Hocken-  JohnWitttTj  ofTarporley^ 

hel-platy  efq.  Wm.  Frodfhofny  of  Elton. 

Richard  Berkenheady   of    Bettrichyof Barrow. 

Manleyy  efq.  JohnBurtony  of  Burton. 

Tho.  Stanley y  of  JVeevery    Steeky  ofKelfaL 

efq.  Rich.  SumpneryOf  ASon. 

JohnStarky  of  Barley  y  efq.  Wtii.  Farter^  oflVerebam. 

tVm.  PreftlandyoflVardley,  Ralph  BrusHy  of  Tarvin. 

efq.  mUiam  Ruttery  of  Frad- 

Hugh  Davenporty    of  fham. 

Cdveleyy  efq.  Tho.  Hally  of  Norky. 

Tho.  Manwaringy  ofCaU  Rich.Eatonyof  Sandyway. 

veleyy  Rich.  Eyre,  of  Kelfall. 

Ro,  Manwairingy  ofMor-  Rob.  Irelandy  of  King/ley. 

ton.  Thomas  Hatton. 

Richard 


OPENGLAND.  59 

Kcbofd  Spark.  ^ohn  Bojiifck^  ofTarporky. 

John  Bowker^  of  Eger-  Tbo.  Brawn^  of  Hou. 

ion.  Rob.  Brook^  of  Upton. 

.     Noi^THWiCH    Hun4re4t 

gTR  milium  BrmtoB^  John  Holford,  of  Dwm- 

of  BreretoK^  knights  bam. 

SiK    fbomqs  Venabksy  of  — Golhrn^ofJ^orthwscb. 

fCinierion^  kuigbl,  Cbarks    Atherton^     of 
PhdJip  Mainwaringj    of        Wbarton. 

J^eovevj  efq.  Ralph  Bojiockj  of  Mutton. 

Ch^arks  Midnwaringy  of  fVilTomlinfon^offVbar- 

Croxtonj  efq.  ton. 

J^Jbn  Morton^  of  Morton^  Wil.  Warton^  of  Wim- 

^^c  Rodfj  of  Rode,  efq.  Ralph  Hulfe,  of  Clive. 

C^^ftopbor  Hoifordj    of  mi.AndertmjpfCroxtm. 

Mrif^d^efq.  mup  Oldfieid,  of  Md^ 
J^^m  luKotinyOf  Lawton.        dkwicb. 

^fy.  WilUamrardley. 

JoJbnCotton^ofCottoH^tfq.  Humphrey  Blackhom. 

f^'^Uiam    lAverfedge,   of  James  Brmm^  of  Hulfe. 

JFheelock,  efq.  Tbo.  fVych^  ofDaneham. 

J<^im  Davenport,  of  Da-  Law.  Pickmer,  of  Hulfe. 

^f^f^^ty  ^q.  John  Cotton,  of  Lcfiock. 

T^gmySbahfiey,^Hobn^  Ranulf  Wrench^  of  Lof^ 

€fq.  tock. 

^^IphlLeJhmch,  of  Left-  John  Eaton,  of  Goofiry. 

wich,  efq.  Tho.  Swetmm,  of  Crow^ 
^^^omas  Winnmgton,    of        nefis. 

Hermitage.  John   Rode,    of  Mforer 
^^omas   Smtthmicky    of        barrow. 

Smethwick,  gent. 

I  %  Peter 
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Piter  PavoTy  of  North- 

voicb. 
—  Bromfield^  of  the  Crofs. 
Leonard  StockUyy  of  New- 

haUy  gent. 
Greg.  OakeSj  of  Somerford. 
lyiUiam  Croxton^  of  Ra- 

venfcroft^ 
Richard  Spencer^  of  Con^ 

gkton. 
WiUiam    HoUinJbed,    of 

Buglawton. 
John    JVinington^      of 

Birches. 


Wtl.  BarringtoHj  ofBrad^ 
wak 

Henry  Bojiock^  of  Bofiock. 

mi  Boftock,  of  Boftock. 

Hugh  Rowley  J  ofLawton. 

Rob.  Pickmer^  of  Hulfe. 

Roger  Page  J  ofTardfhaiuK 

John  Hatton^  of  HoUins. 

Hugh  Amfon^  of  Cran- 
age. 

mi.  Booths  of  Twemlo9^ 

Tho.  Beckett  of  Cletford. 

Hugh  Fitbion^  of  Tttton. 

Randal  Rode,  oftFalbilL 


4<->++4^4^<-W-^4-4-*<--M-^* 


BjlLKELEY  Hundred. 


<C/jR    John    Savage^ 
knight,  of  Rockfavage. 
Sir  Rob.  Booth,  knight. 
Sir   Jeffery   IFarburton, 

knight,  ofWarburton. 
kanulph  Maimvaring,  of 

Peover^ 
,— —  Button,  of  Button. 
Thomas   Carrington,     of 

Carrington. 
mi.  Holford,  ofHolford. 
John  Lecefier. 
Robert  Lecefier. 
John  Ugh,  of  Booths. 
jEdmondUgb,  ofBaguley. 
John  Afhky,  of  AJhley, 

fvbofe  daughter  and  heir 


was  married  to  Mr. 
Brereton,  of  Lea. 

JohnLegh,4f  Legk 

Richard  jijion,  of  Aflon, 
efq. 

Richard  Brooke,  of  Nor- 
ton, efq. 

Thomas  Baniel. 

John  Daniel,of  Barjbury. 

John  Baniel,  of  Lame. 

Henry  Legh. 

ReinoU  Ligh. 

John  Littlelond. 

Ranulpb  Littlelond. 

Richard  Afhton. 

Thomas  Mere. 

Arnold 


O  F    EN  GLAND. 


61 


Arnold  J^ood^  of  HaU 
ton. 

WiUiam  L^b^  of  ^im- 
ptrltf. 

Hugh  MUUf^tm. 

Thomas  Statbum. 

Atwde  Radcliff. 

Rich.  Starky^  of  Stretton. 

Richard  H^bitlej. 

Jeffery  Wellington. 

William  Harrifon. 

William  Starfy,  of  Tren- 
ton. 

HttgbRtdicb. 

John  Downvil^  of  Un. 

George  Bowdon. 

Afattbew  Legb. 

Tbomas  Legh^  of  North- 
wood. 

Matthew  Tabley. 

Richard  Clayton^  ofTheU 
wall. 

Ranulpb  Swettenbam. 

He  a  or  ■ 


Hugh  V enables^  of  Akdon. 
Robert  Warburton^    of 

Akdon. 
Roger  Mootlow. 
William  Grimfditcb. 
Roger  Harper. 
Lawrence  Hatton. 
Thomas  Worjley. 
John  Holt.,  of  Sale. 
Richard  Wright^  of  Afb- 

ley. 
Gilbert  Scot^  of  Whitley^ 
Michael  Hewet. 
Ralph  Vaudray. 
Oliver  Legh. 
Tho.  Clayveleve,  of  Legb. 
William  PercivalL 
William  Shuttleworth. 
Ranulpb  Grimfditcb. 
Rogeir  Hatton. 
Robert  Pickering. 
Richard  Starky^  Junior. 
William  Aldcroft. 
Richard  Whifienfeld. 


fift^'^^^^fSi^^^^mi^i^fBiiSi 


Macclesfield  Hundred* 

^IR  Edward  Fitton^  of  Thomas   Davenport ^ 

Goafeworth^  knight.  Henbury. 

Sir  William  Davenport^  of  Chrijl.  Davenport. 

Bromwall^  knight.  Robert  Legb. 

Sir  John  Honford^  knight.  Renold  Legb. 

John  Warren^  of  Poynton^  Robert  Dunkenfield. 

^^.  Ralph  Downes. 


e/' 
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'  'sn 


.jn. 


'\}^  :rardj  of  Capefton. 
'^:c^  H:^b^  of  PexbuU. 
]-/c«  fiir.V. 
>  rvii.^^»J  Birtle, 

fct^P  JckdcB. 
Jjmis  Msitram. 
'yjcn  t  enun^  of  Wet  ford, 
''EJf^ardHenJbaw^  of  Hen- 

Tbo.  Honfi^awy  of  Milne- 

boufe. 
Ejypord  Davenport y  of 

fijul^agb. 
Richard  Davenport ^   of 

metrotigb. 
Jtmes  Brigge. 
Thomas  :>n^Jion. 

yufHCs  li  c:er:balL 

^  -jvmii^   FJgbeSy    alias 

■t'*i!:uiH  Sracon. 
r  ..'L«  !ftifien*ft/e. 
•/?i,/i»4*o  dhin^uyne. 


Robert  Page. 

Oliver  Newton. 
mUiam  Bradley. 
If^tlliam  Crotber. 
Ranulpb  Greyfiy. 
Tbomas  Duncalff. 
Jobn  Legb^  of  Ridge. 
John  Pott, 
miliam  Holtinglhed. 
Jobn  OUfeld. 
Reynold  Sbrigley. 
Tbomas  Marfhall. 
William  Aftiton. 
Tbomas  TitbringtM. 
Jabn  JVortb. 
Lawrence  Hopwood. 
Alexander  Hollingwortb^ 
Jobn  HoUingwortb. 
Lawrence  Hollingwortb. 
Ricbard  Stewd. 
Jobn  Newton. 
Jobn  Arden. 
Jobn  Hebbomo. 
Ralpb  Staveley. 
Ralpb  Honford. 
Geffery  Vernon. 
John  Bretland. 
Henry  Mattley. 
John  Tatton. 

fniliam  Legby  ofEccbeles. 
Ricbard  Del  Hull. 
Nicholas  Tatton. 
Robert  Vandray. 
Ralph  Vandray. 
imiam  SandHtcb;- 
John  Plenty  Jun. 
fUlliam  Lowe^  ofRanaw. 
Peter  Ward. 

Richard 
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Ricb^d  Okes. 

Robert  ff^ard. 

Richard  M^. 

John  CffrkngtoM. 

Rokrt  Carkingfon. 

John  CurUcbUy. 

CUrles  mntn^alL 

Edward  PewnalL 

Nicholas  Davenport. 

John  Sterling. 

^Thomas  Hrnnfan. 

JohnHyde^  of  Norinry. 

Nicholas  Legb. 

Thomas  Morris. 

Robert  Cot  ir ell. 

Robert  Sydbotbom. 

^%uaird  Verdon. 

^cJbard  WoHb. 

-S^p^  Mottram. 


Richard  Sherd. 
John  Sutton. 
John  CrefooaU. 
Reynold  Downes. 
Robert  Downes. 
John  Savage. 
James  Renworthy. 
Nicholas  Gardner. 
Nicholas  Jonetjbn. 
Nicholas  Pknt. 
Thomas  Lowe^  major. 
Joffery  Lowe. 
Roger  Fafybrome. 
Rager  Rawe. 
JobnRofendale^  of  Mac- 
clesfield. 
Richard  tValkenden. 
John  Liverfage. 
John  Barker^  of  ffalgf.!. 


/K-**->**4--W^4***<-<-><-* 


7he    City    of  Chester. 

RAPHAEL    HOLLINSHED    (Pledg- 
ing Henry  Bradlhaw  for  }iis  author),  writeth, 
^l^at  king  Lcill  repaired  the  city  of  Legions  or 
Caerlhcon,  now  called  Chefter.     The  which  was 
begun  by  Lheon  Gaver,  a  mighty  giant,  who  built 
it  with  vaults :  With  whom  alio  confenteth  Ra- 
nulph  Hidden,  monk  of  Chefter,  in  his  book  called 
Polichronicon. 

Howbeit  in  another  place,  the  faid  Higden  faith^ 
That  it  is  not  certain  who  built  the  faid  city.  And 
therefore  fome  think  that  it  took  firft  name  of  the 
Roman  LegionSi,    And  not  unlike  that  it  was  builc 

by 
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by  P.  Oftorius  Scapula;  who,  after  he  had  fubdu- 
ed  Cara6tacus,  king  of  the  Ordovices,  that  inhabited 
the  countries  now  called  Lancaftiire,  Chelhire,  and 
Shropfhire,  built  in,  thofe  parts  and  amongft  the 
Silures,  certain  places  of  defence,  for  the  better  har- 
bour of  his  men  of  war,  and  keeping  down  of  fuch 
Britons  as  ^ttc  ftill  ready  to  move  rebellion :  Hi- 
therto he.  And  afterwards  in  fol.  58,  he  hath  theft 
words  following: 

There  be  feme  (led  by  conjefture,  grounded  up- 
6n  good-adviied  confiderations),  that  fuppole  P. 
Oftorius  Scapula  began  to  build  the  city  of^Cheftcr, 
after  the  overthrow  of  Caraftacus.  For  in  thofe 
parts,  he  fortified  fundry  holds,  and  placed  a  number 
of  old  foldiers,  either  there  in  that  lame  place,  or  in 
fome  other  near  to  it,  by  way  of  a  colony.  And  for 
as  much  (fay  they)  as  we  read  of  none  other,  of  any 
name  thereabouts,  it  i$  to  be  thought  that  he  planted 
the  fame  in  Chefter,  where  his  llicceffors  did  after- 
wards ufe  to  harbour  their  legions  for  the  winter 
feafon,  and  in  time  of  reft.  It  is  a  common  opinion 
among  the  people  there,  unto  this  day,  that  the  Ror 
mans  built  thofe  vaults  or  taverns  in  the  city  under 
the  ground,  with  fome  part  of  the  Caftle.  And  ve- 
rily, as  R.  Higden  faith,  he  that  fhall  view  and  well 
confider  thofe  buildings,  (hall  think  the  fame  to  be 
the  work  of  Romans  rather  than  of  any  other  peo- 
ple. That  the  Roman  Legions  did  make  theii 
abode  there,  no  man,  fecn  in  antiquities,  can  doubt 
thereof.  For  the  ancient  name  Caerlheon  ar  dour 
peuy,  that  is,  the  City  of  Legions  upon  the  watci 
of  Dee,  proveth  it  fufficiently  enough. 

iThis  is  all  that  I  find  written  touching  this  city. 


fhi 
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y^   Longitude  and  Latitude  of  the  City  of 
Chester. 

THE  famous  aiid  ancient  city  of  Chcftcr  ftand-  . 
eth  upon  the  river  Dec,  on  the  weft  fide  of 
^hc  country  ^  Cheftiire ;  as  alfp  on  the  weft  part  of 
Hngland  (for  which  caufe  it  is  of  fomc  called  Weft- 
Chdbcr),  diftanc  20  miles  fouth-eaft  from  the  maii^ 
iea;  20  miks  eaft  from  Denbigh ;  49  north  from 
Shrewfbury ;  46  north- weft  from  Stafford  \  7  6  north  ^ 
weft  from  Derby ;  and  75  iirach  from  Lancafter. 
Its  Latitude  53  deg.  15  min.  north  j  and  Longitude 
3  d^.  2  min.  weft  from  Loixlon. 

The  JValh. 

The  walls  of  the  city  conuin  at  this  prefent  day, 
in  circuit,  two  Englilh  miles  ;  within  which»  in  kat^ 
j>laces,  there  is  certain  void  ground,  and  corn-fields, 
whercbv  (as  alfo  by  certain  ruins  of  churches,  k^ 
fuch  like  great  places  of  ftone),  it  appe^reth,  thiat 
the  fame  was  in  old  tin^e  all  inhabited.  But  look 
what  it  wanteth  at  this  day  within  the  walls,  it  hath 
without,  in  very  fair  and  large  fuburbs. 

The  -Gates. 

It  hath  four  orincipal  gates,  the  Eaft-gate,  to* 
wards  the  eaft}  the  Bridge-gate,  towards  the  ibuth ; 
the  Water-gate,  towards  the  weft  \  and  the  North- 
gate,  towards  the  north. 

Thefe  gates  in  times  paft,  and  yet  ftill,  according 
to  an  ancient  order  uied  here  in  this  city,  are  in  the 
proteftion  or  defence  of  divers  noblemen,  which  hold 
or  have  their  lands  lying  within  the  county  palatine. 
,As  firft,  the  Earl  of  Oxford  hath  the  Eaft-gate ;  the 
Earl  of  Shrewlbury  hath  the  Bridgp-gate;  the 
Earl  of  Derby  the  Watergate,  who  m  the  right  ctf 
che  caftk  oi  Hawarden  (not  far  off)  is  fteward  ctf 
K  the 
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the  county  palatine  -,  and  the  North-gate  belong^ 
to  the  city,  where  they  keep  tl\eir  prifoners, 

Befides  thefc  four  principal  gates,  there  are  cer- 
tain other  lefler,  like poflern-gates,  and  namely. St. 
John's-gate,  between  Eaft-gate  and  Bridge-gate  ^  fo 
called,  becaufe  it  goeth  to  the  faid  church,  which 
ftandeth  without  the  walls. 

The  Eaft-gate  is  the  faireft  of  all  the  reft ;  from 
which  gate  to  the  Bars,  which  are  alio  of  ftone,  I 
find  to  be  1 60  paces  of  geometry.  And  from  the 
Bars  to  Boughton,  almoit  as  much. 

The  Bridge^      . 

The  Bridge-gate  is  at  the  fouth  part  of  the  city, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  bridge  commonly  called  Dec- 
bridge;  which  bridge  is  built  all  of  ftone,  of  eight 
arches  in  length ;  at  the  furtheft  end  whereof  is  alfo 
a  gate ;  and  without  that,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
>^ater,  the  fuburbs  of  the  city  called  Handbridge, 

The  Water-gate  is  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  city  ; 
whereunto,  in  times  paft,  great  fliips  and  veflels  might 
come  at  a  full  fea.  But  now  fcarce  fmall  boats  arc 
able  to  come,  the  fands  have  fo  choaked  the  chari- 
nel  J  and  although  the  citizens  have  beftowed  mar- 
vellous great  charges  in  building  the  New  Tower, 
which  ftandeth  in  the  very  river,  between  this  gate 
and  the  North-gate ;  yet  all  will  not  fcrve :  And 
therefore  all  the  fiiips  do  come  to  a  place  called  the 
New  Quay,  fix  miles  from  the  city. 

The  Cajlle  o/*  Chester. 

The  Caftle  of  Chefter  ftandeth  on  a  rocky 
hill,  within  the  walls  of  the  city,  not  far  from  the 
.bridge :  which  Caftle  is  a  place  having  privilege  of 
itfclf,  and  hath  a  conftable ;  the  building  thereof 
llMieth  to  be  very  ancient.    At  the  firft  coming  in, 

is 
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is  the  Gate-houfe,  which  is  a  prifon  for  the  whole 
counter,  having  divers  rooms  and  lodgings;  and 
hard  within  the  gate  is  a  houie,  which  was  fome- 
times  the  Exchequer,  but  now  the  Cuftom-houfe. 
Not  far  fro^i  thence,  in  the  Bafe-Court,  is  a  deep 
tNrdl,  and  thereby  ftablcs,  and  other  houfes  of  office. 
on  the  left  hand  is  a  chapel-,  and  hard  by  adjoining 
thereunto,  the  goodly  fair  and  lar^  Shire-hall,  new- 
ly repaired ;  where  all  matters  ot  law  touching  the 
county  palatine  are  heard  and  judicially  determined; 
and  at  the  end  thereof,  the  brave  New  Exchequer 
for  the  faid  county  palatine :  All  thefe  are  in  the 
Bafe-Court. 

Then  there  is  a  draw-bridge  into  the  inner  ward, 
wherein  are  divers  goodly  lodgings  for  the  juftices, 
when  they  come :  And  herein  the  conftable  himfelf 
dwelleth. 

The  thieves  and  felons  are  arraigned  in  the  faid 
Shire-hall ;  and,  being  condemned,  are  by  the  con- 
ftable of  the  Caftle,  or  his  deputy,  delivered  to  the 
Sheriffs  of  the  city,  a  certain  diftance  without  the 
Caftle-gate,  aca  ftone  called  the  Glovers-ftone;  from 
which  place  the  faid  Sheriffs  convey  them  to  the 
place  of  execution,  called  Boughton. 

Parijh  Churches  in  Chester. 

XHE  city  is  divided  into  ten  parifhcs  :  The 
firft  whereof  is  named  St.  Werburgh's ;  o- 
rife  called  the  Abbey,  or  Minfter,  and  is  the 
Cathedral  Church,  having  the  parifh  church  in  the 
fouth  ile  of  the  fame.  This  is  a  goodly,  fair,  and 
large  crofs-church,  havihg  a  fquare  fteeple  in  the 
middle  :  And  at  the  well  end  is  a  ilecplc  begun, 
but  not  half  finiflied  -,  and  hard-by  adjoining  is  the 
biftiop's  palace;  and  not  far  ofFi?  the  dean's  hoiifc. 
The  fecond  parifh  church  is  St.  John's,  hard 
without  the  walls,  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  Dee, 

K  2  a  ve-  A 
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m  v^  faired  large  churchy  wkh  a  fair,  broad  Ae^^ 
pk^  which  fte^ky  in  the  year  1^74,  fell  down 
ttom  the  very  cop  to  the  boctom  1^  but  it  is  rebwlt 
up  again,, 

St.  Peter's,  at  the  High-CFo&,  in  the  n^ddliB  of 
the  city,  is  a  fair  church  with  a  fpire  ft€q>Ie ;  and 
underneath  the  church  in  the  ftreet,  is  the  Pentice, 
a  place  built  on  purpose,  where  the  Mayor  ufeth  (o 
remain  (  and  one  otay  from  thence  fee  into  the  four 
principal  ftreets  or  markets  <^  the  city. 

Trinity,  between  St.  Peter's  church  and  xkt 
MTater-gatei  a  fair  church,  with  a  ipire  fteeple. 

St.  MichaePs,  in  the  Brid^-flireet. 

St.  Bride's,  r^ghc  over  aga^  Sn.  Michael's. 

St.  Olave's,  commonly  called  St.  Toolers,in  the 
fame  ftreet,  near  the  bridge. 

St.  Mary's  on  the  hill,  by  the  Caftle  gate,  a  ve- 
ry fair  church,  with  a  iquare  bmad  fleeple,  in  which 
church  are  ceruin  fair  tombs  of  divers  g^ntlemen^ 
and  efpecially  of  the  Trowthecks,  who  (it  fhould 
appear)  were  founders  thereof. 

JLittle  St.  John's,  hard  without  North-gate^ 
fometimes  a  fanduary,  but  now  pF^)haned. 

St.  Thomas's,  without  NoFth-gatei  is  now  pulled 
down,  where  Mr.  Dutton  hath  built  a  houfe,  and  is 
called  Green-Hall. 

St.  Martin's,  not  far  from  the  Friars,  towards 
the  weft  part  of  the  city. 

Of  the  Mayor ^  Aldermen^   Sheriffs j  and  Of^ 
Jicers  of  the  City. 

The  Mayor. 

THE  eftate  that  the  Mayor  of  Chefter  keeps 
is  great;    for  he  hath  both  fword-bearcr, 

mace- 
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macc-bearer,  and  ferjeants  with  their  filver  maces, 
in  as  good  and  decent  order,  as  in  any  other  city  in 
England.  His  houie-^keeping  is  accordingly,  but 
not  fo  chargeabk  as  in  other  cities,  becaufe  all 
tbijigs  are  cheaper  there. 

The  Pent  ice. 

He  rcmaineth  moft  part  of  the  day  at  a  place 
ullcd  the  Pcntice;  wluch  is  a  place  buik  for 
tlie  purpoie,  at  the  high  crofs,  under  St.  Pe- 
ttfs  churxrh,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  city,  in 
fuch  a  fort,  that  a  man  may  ftand  therein,  and 
fee  into  the  markets,  or  four  principal  ftreets  of 
the  city. 

There  fit  alfo  (in  a  room  adjoining)  the  clerks 
for  his  courts  ;  where  all  adions  are  entered,  and 
recognizances  made,  and  fuch  like. 

jildermen. 

There  are  24  Aldermen,  but  none  are  chofea 
into  the  office  except  he  has  firlt  been  Sheriff. 

Sheriffs. 

The  Sheriffs  (as  alfo  the  Mayor),  on  the  work- 
<Jays,  go  in  fair  long  gowns,  welted  with  velvet, 
^d  white  ftaves  in  their  hands  \  but  they  have 
violet  and  fcarlet  for  feftival  days. 

The  Common  HalL 

Not  far  from  the  Pentice,  towards  the  Abbey . 
pte,  is  the  Cpmmon-Hall  of  the  city  ;  which  is 
*  very  great  houfe,  built  of  ftone,  and  ferveth  in- 
ftead  of  their  Guild-Hall,  or  Town-Houfe. 

The 
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Jhe  Rows. 

The  buildings  of  this  city  are  very  ancient  i 
and  the  houfes  built  in  fuch  a  form,  that  a  jnan 
may  go  dry  from  one  place  of  the  city  to  another, 
and  never  come  into  the  ftreet,  but  go  as ,  it  were 
in  galleries,  which  they  call  the  Rows ;  which 
have  fhops  on  both  fides,  and  underneath,  with 
divers  fair  ftairs  to  go  up  or  down  into  the  ftreet ; 
which  manner  of  building  I  have  not  heard  of  in 
any  other  place  in  Chriftendom.  Some  will  fay, 
that  the  like  is  at  Padua,  in  Italy,  but  that  is  not 
fo  ;  for  the  houfes  at  Padua  are  built  as  the  fu- 
burbs  of  this  city  are,  that  is,  on  the  ground, 
upon  pods,  that  a  man  may  go  dry  underneath 
them,  like  as  they  are  at  Billingfgate  in  London, 
but  nothing  like  to  the  Rows  -,  which  are  paflages 
communicating  through  the  lecond  ftories  of  all 
the  houfes,  from  one  end  of  a  ftreet  to  the  other. 

The  Mercers  Row. 

It  is  a  goodly  fight  to  fee  the  number  of  fair 
fliops  that  are  in  thefe  Rows,  of  mercers,  grocers, 
drapers,  and  haberdafliers,  efpecially  in  the  ftreet 
called  The  Mercers  Row  ;  which  ftreet,  with  the 
Bridge-ftrect  (being  all  one  ftreet),  reacheth  from 
the  high  crofs  to  the  bridge,  in  length  380  paces 
of  geometry,  which  is  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 

Conduits  of  frejb  Water. 

There  are  certain  conduits  of  frefti  water.  And 
now  of  late  (following  the  example  of  London), 
they  have  built  one  at  the  high  crofs,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  city,  and  bring  the  water  to  it  from 
Boughton. 

rhe 
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The  BiJIjoprkk  o/*  Chester. 

TOUCHING  the  bilhoprick  of  Chefter ; 
fome  have  lately  written,  that  it  was  erefted 
to  a  bilhop's  fee  by  king  Henry  Vtll.  and  that  all 
the  bifliops  that  were  before  that  time  (althougl\ 
they  were  commonly  called  bifhops  of  Cheller) 
were  bifhops  of  Litchfield,  and  had  but  their  feut  , 
ormoft  abiding  in  Chefter. 

-9/. Chad,  thefirji  Bijhop  ^/^Litchfield. 

Touching  the  bilhoprick  of  Litchfield,  I  find 
that  Chad  (otherwife  called  St.  Chad,  the  fifth  bi- 
(hop  of  Mercia)  had  his  feat  afligned  him  at  Litch- 
field, and  was  bifhop  two  years  and  a  half  j  his 
body  was  firft  buried  in  Our  Lady's  church :  But 
after  St.  Peter's  church  was  built,  his  bones  were 
removed  thither. 

WiNIFRID. 

After  him  one  Winifrid  was  biihop,  who  for 
his  difobedience,  in  fome  points,  was  deprived  by 
Theodore  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  who  appoint- 
ed in  his  place  one  Sexulf,  abbot  and  founder  of 
the  monaltery  of  Meidhamfted,  otherwil'e  called 
Peterborough. 


-D* 


Mercia  divided  into  five  Bifiwpricks. 

THE  faid  Theodore,   by  authority  of  a  fynod 
held  at  Hatfield,  did  divide  the  province  of 
Mercia  into  five  bilhopricks,  that  is  to  fay,  Chdl^ir^    j 


72      THE    VALE.ROYAL 

Worcefter,  Litchfield,  Cederna  in  Lindfey,  and 
Dorchcfter,  which  after  was  tranflatcd  to  Lin- 
coln. 

Alter  Sexulf,  one  Aldwin  was  bifhop  of  Litch- 
field ;  and  next  to  him  ^adulfus,  who  was  adorned 
with  the  archbi(hop*s  pall,  having  all  the  bifhops 
under  king  Offa's  dominions,  fuffragans  to  him ; 
as  Denebertus,  bifhop  of  Worcefter;  Wcrebertus, 
bilhop  of  Cheftcr  ;  Eadulfus,  bilhop  of  Dorchcf- 
ter  5  Uluardus,  bifliop  of  Herctord  ;  Halard, 
bifhop  of  EMham,  and  Cedferth,  biihop  of  Don- 
wich.  There  remained  only  to  the  arcnbifliop  of 
Canterbury  the  fees  of  London,  Winton,  Rocheftefy 
and  Sherburn. 

Hereby  it  appearetli,  that  there  was  in  tunes 
paft  a  peculiar  bifhop  .at  Chefter,  but  not  always. 
For  when  bifhopricks  were  tranflated  from  leflcr 
towns  to  greater  (which  was  in  the  days  of  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror),  then  Litchfield  was  removed 
to  Chefter ;  which  bifhoprick  of  Chefter,  Robert 
(being  then  bilhop)  reduced  from  Chefter  to  Co- 
ventry ;  or  (as  HoUinftied  writes)  he  joined  the 
church  of  Coventry  to  the  fee  of  Chefter. 

Since  which  time,  we  read  of  divers  in  hiftories 
'that  were  called  bifhops  of  Chefter;  as  Gerard, 
firnamed  Lapucella,  who  died  anno  1184.  And 
after  him,  Hugh  Novant,  who  was  fent  into  Nor- 
mandy, 1190;  Walter,  bifhop  of  Chefter,  and 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England  ;  Alexander  Staines, 
and  others  ;  yet  were  they  not  properly  bifhops  of 
Chefter,  but  rather  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry : 
For  in  ancient  writings  it  is  called  The  Mona- 
ftt^ry  of  Chefter,  in  the  Bifhopric  of  Litchfield. 

1  have  feen  an  old  Latin  book,  wherein  were 
the  names  of  all  the  bifhoprics  and  monafteries  in 
Chriftcndom,  and  how  much  every  one  of  them 
yielded  to  the  Pope;  and  therein  I  found  xhc 
tilhopric  of  Litchfield  ^ooq  florinsy  and  the  mo- 

nafterjr 
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tuftciy  of  Chcftcr  5000  florins.     So  that  it  ap- 
pcarcth,  the  daughter  exceeded  the  mother. 

Here  I  had  thought  to  have  fet  down  the  cata- 
logue of  all  the  bifhops  ;  but  becaufe  I  am  about 
to  make  a  defcription  of  Chefter,  aqd  not  of  Litch- 
field, I  mean  only  to  fet  the  names  of  them,  that 
iiave  been  fii^ce  the  laft  eredion  thereof. 

The  Diocefs  of  Chestek. 

And  firft.  The  diocefs  of  Chefter,  as  it  is  now, 
containeth  all  Cheihire,  all  Ricbmondihire,  moll 
pan  of  Lancafhire,  to  the  river  of  Rible,  part  of 
I^nbighihire,  and  part  of  Flmtlhire. 


^ijbops  of  Chester  Jincejhe  Bediming  of 
the  Reign  of  King  Henry  VIIL 

1-   TOHN  BIRD,  otherwife  called  Friar  Bird, 
3   of  whom  mention  is  made  in  the  book  of 
Wartyrs. 

2.  Georgp  Cot£s,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
^f  Queen  Mary. 

3.  Cuthbert  Scott,  in  the  time  of  Queen  Mary 
^fo. 

4.  William  Downam,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
nign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

5.  William  Chatterton,  bilhop  of  Chefter,  and 

sftcr  of  Lincoln,  was  doflor  of  divinity;    and, 

f9imo  1568,  was  chofen  mafter  of  Queen's  College, 

^  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  and  fo  continued 

^U  the  year  1579. 

^^  H.,  B.     King  gives  only  the  above  lift  of  Bijhops, 
«3f  J  defe{ls  Jbalf  be  fupplied  in  the  Appendix. 

^OL.  I.  L  Not^e 
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Nota  excerpt  a  ex  Llbro  mamfcriptOj  ex  CoUc* 
gio  D.  Johaiin.  Ac/idem.  Cautabrig. 

Com.  Ceftria  numerus  Beneficionini; 
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Market-Towns  /Vi  Cheshire. 

Nantwich. 

NANTWICH  is  accounted  the  grcateft 
town  in  Chelhire,  next  to  Cheftcr,  and 
(lands  upon  the  river  Weaver,  nineteen  miles 
fouth-eaft  from  Chefter,  on  the  road  towards  Lon* 
don. 

Ficus  Malbanus. 

This  town  is  called,  in  Latin,  Vicus  Malhamui 
whereby  it  ihould  appear,  it  took  its  name  from 
the  MaJbans,  who  were  barons  thereof.  There  is 
kept  every  Saturday  a  market  for  all  manner  of 
things,  e4>ecially  corn  and  cattle:  And  once  a 
year,  on  St.  Bartholomew's  Day,  a  great  fair. 

The  Manner  of  making  Salt  at  Nantwich. 

At  this  town  is  great  ftore  of  white  fait  made : 
It  hath  one  falt-fpring  (which  they  call  a  brine- 
pit)  (landing  hard  upon  the  river  Weaver ;  from 
whence  they  carry  the  brine  to  the  wick-hou(ei^ 
except  fuch  houfes  as  dand  on  the  further  fide  oi 
the  river.  Within  the  faid  houfes  are  great  barrels 
fct  deep  into  the  earth,  which  arc  aU  filled  with 
falt-water ;  and  when  the  bell  ringpth,  they  begin 
to  make  fire  under  the  leads  \  every  houfe  hath  fix 
leads,  wherein  they  boil  the  falt-water,  and  as  it 
boils,  the  wallers  (who  are  commonly  women) 
do,  with  a  wooden-rake,  gather  the  fait  from  the 
bottom,    which  they  put^into  a  long  ba(ket  of 

wicker^ 
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wicker,  which  they  call  a  falt-barrow  i  and  fo  the 
water  voidcth,  and  the  fait  remains. 

The  barons  of  Nantwich,  of  the  furnaftie  of 
Malban,  died  fhortly  without  heirs-male^  after 
whofc  time,  Mr.  Foullhurft,  of  Crew,  had  rule  of 
the  town  •,  and  after  him.  Sir  HugK  Cholmonde- 
Jeyj  and  now,  laftly.  Sir  Chriftopher  Hatton* 

Nantwich  hrntj  Amo  1583. 

The  moft  part  of  this  town  was  miferably  con- 
fumed  with  nre  in  December,  anno  1583:  But, 
from  the  benevolence  gathered  throughout  the 
realm,  it  was  rebuilt,  and  in  as  good  cafe,  or  ra- 
ther better,  than  before.  The  like  accident  hap- 
pened unto  it  in  July,  anno  1438. 

Malpas. 

MA  LP  AS,  called  in  Latin,  Mains  Pajfus^  is 
a  proper  town,  ftanding  on  a  hill  in  the 
feuth  corner  of  Ghelhire,  within  three  miles  of 
Shropftiire,  Denbigh{hire,and  Flintlhire,and  twelve 
niilcs  fouth-weft  from  Nantwich.  It  hath  three  ftreets 
paved,  a  grammar-fchool,  and  a  hofpital,  both 
crcfted.by  Sir  Ranulph  Brereton,  whofe  houfc  is 
at  die  end  of  the  fouth  ftreet.  The  market  is  kept 
on  the  Monday,  and  a  fair  yearly  on  the  eighth  of 
December. 

Combers-Mere  Ahhey. 

About  nine  miles  eaft  from  Malpas,  and  fix 
fouth  from  Nantwich^  did  Hand  the  Abbey  of 
Comber-Mere,  by  a  lake  of  the  fame  name,  found- 
ed bv  the  Malbans,  barons  of  Nantwich;  but 
now  belonging  to  Mr.  Cotton.  \^At  prefent  to  Sir 
R0kri  Salujbmy  Cotton^  Baronet.^ 


i 
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The  Manner  of  making  Salt  at  Northwich 

Northwich  ftandeth  where  the  riwr  of  Dam 
falls  into  the  Weaver,  feventecn  mUes  north^eafl 
from  Chefter,  and  fixteen  north  from  Nantwich  5 
and  is  a  proper  town,  having  every  Friday  a  mar- 
ket, and  yearly  two  fairs  -,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the 
day  of  Mary  Magdalen,  and  on  St.  Nicholas  day, 
being  the  6tH  of  December. 

Here  is  alfo  a  falt-fpring,  or  brine-pit,  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  Danes  from  which  the  brine 
runneth  on  the  ground,  in  troughs  of  wood,  co- 
vered over  with  boards,  until  it  come  to  the  wich- 
houfes,  where  they  make  fait,  as  before  in  Nant- 
wich hath  been  declared. 

This  town  is  (fts  it  were)  divided  into  two  parts; 
one  part  thereof  is  called  The  Crofs,  which  belong, 
eth  to  Sir  Thomas  Venables;  and  without  the 
town*s-end,  ftandeth  a  very  fair  church  of  ftone, 
which  although  fome  call  it  Northwich  Church, 
yet  is  the  proper  name  thereof  Witton,  and  it  is  biit 
a  chapel;  which  caufes  me  to  think,  that  the 
town  was  named  firft  Northwich,  after  the  finding 
of  the  fait. 

The  Middle  ^Cheshire  where. 

A  mile  fouth  from  this  town  is  a  parifti-church 
of  ftone,  with  a  fpire-fteeple,  called  Davenham^ 
which  ftandeth  in  the  very  middle  of  Chelhire,  as 
near  as  I  can  guefs ;  it  may,  peradventure,  lack 
an  inch,  or  more.  '^ 


K 


Knutsford, 

NUTSFORD,  as  I  think,  fliould  be.crf^. 
led  in  Latin,   Vadtm  Canutit  that  '^,  the 

Ford 
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Ford  of  Canutus,  and  ftaiideth.  eight  miles  nordb- 
caft  from  Northwich.  There  arc  two  towns,  with 
two  churches,  clofe  together,  called  High-Knuts- 
ford,  and  Low-Knuts^d. 

High-Knutsford,  which  is  the  parifh-church, 
hath  yearly  a  fair  on  Tuefday  .in  Whitfun-week. 
Low-Knutsford,  which  is  the  nwrket-town,  hath  a 
chapel,  a  market  every  Saturday,  and  yearly  two 
fairs  ;  the  firft  on  the  29th  of  June,  being  the  day 
of  Peter  and  Paul;  the  other,  the  23d  of  0£to- 

Altringham.  > 

ALTRINGHAM  is  feven  miles  direftly 
north  from  Knutsford,  and  three  from  Cros- 
tbrd-bridge,  on  the  north-fide  of  the  country  -, 
which,  although  it  be  none  of  the  chieteft  market- 
towns,  yet  it  hath  a  mayor,  a  weekly  market,  and 
yearly,  on  St.  James's-day,  a  fair. 
'  A  mile  fouth-weft  from  Altringham  is  the  good- 
ly manor  and  park  of  Dunham,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Booth;  but  in  times  paft,  to  Sir  Hamon  Maflt-y, 
one  of  the  eight  barons  of  the  County  Palatine  or' 
Chefter. 

Stockport. 

STOCKPORT  (commonly  called  Stopport), 
and  I  find  it  alfo  written  Scokefort,  and  Store-  • 
£ort,  extendeth  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  river  of 
fcrfey,  which  there  parteth  Chcfl^ire  from  Lan- 
calhire,  and  is  eight  miles  noith-eaft  from  Al* 
Bingham.  It  hath  a  market  every  Friday,  and 
y^ly  three  fairs  ^  that  is  to  fay,  on.  Alcenfion 
^fty,  on  Corpus  Chcifti  Day,  and  St.  George's 
*»vtn.  This  town,  in  timcsi  paft,  belonged  to 
^^.of  tj}^  i^me  aaine>  barpn  of  Stockport,  v/ho 
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had  a  daughter  and  hcirefis  married  to  Sir       ■ 
Warren,  knight,  about  the  days  of  king  Henry 
IV.     And,  therefore,  Mr.  Warren,   of  Poynton, 
is  called  baron  of  Stockport. 

Macclesfield. 

MACCLESFIELD  is  one  of  the  faircft 
towns  in  Chefhire,  and  ftandeth  upon  the 
edge  of  Macclesfield  Fored,  upon  a  high  bank  ^ 
at  the  foot  whereof  runneth  a  Imall  river,  named 
BoUin,  diflant  twelve  miles  fouth  from  Stockport. 
It  hath  a  market  every  Mondav,  and  yearly  two 
fairs ;  that  is  to  fay,  on  Barnabas  Day,  and  All* 
Souls  Day. 

There  is  a  fair  church,  with  a  very  hijgh  Ipirc 
fteeple,  and  a  college  adjoining  on  the  fouth-udci 
founded  by  Thomas  Savage,  bilhop  of  London, 
and  after  archbilhop  of  York ;  but  the  fteeple 
thereof  is  not  fully  finifhed.  Therein  are  divers 
goodly  monuments  of  the  Savages  ^  and  not  for 
From  the  church,  is  a  huge  place  all  of  ftone,  in 
manner  of  a  caftle,  which  belonged  to  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  but  now  gone  much  to  decav. 

I  find  the  name  of  this  town  written  Maccles- 
field, and  gentlemen  of  the  fame  furname,  which 
now  are  dead. 


GONGLETON. 

CONGLETON,  a  fair  market-town,  ftand- 
eth upon  the  river  Dane,  eight  miles  fouth- 
weft  from  Macclesfield,  within  two  miles  of  Staf- 
fordfhire,  and  in  Aftbury  parifh ;  which  I  think 
is  a  diflPufed  thing,  that  nK)ft  of  the  market-towns. 
in  this  country,  although  they  have  fair  churches^ 
•f  tbemfelves,  yet  are  they  accounted  but  chapels  i 

as 
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as  Nantwich  is  in  Aftton  parilh,  Northwich  in 
Great  Budworth  parifh,  Macclesfield  in  Prelbury 
parifli,  and  Altringham  in  Bowdon  parifti.  Con- 
gleton  hath  two  churches,  one  in  the  town,  and 
the  other  at  the  bridge-end,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Dane.  It  hath  a  market  every  Saturday,  and 
yearly  two  fairs  ;  that  is  to  fay,  on  May-day,  and 
on  xbt  fccond  of  July. 

MlDDLjlWICH. 

MIDDLEWICH  is  fo  called,  becaufe  it 
ftandeth  between  the  other  two  Wiches; 
that  is  to  fay,  tqn  miles  from  Nantwich,  and  fix 
from  Northwich  -,  and  is  a  great  town,  with  two 
brine-pits  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  which  fome 
name  Croco,  that  half  a  mile  from  thence  falleth 
into  the  Dane. 


7be  Manner  of  making  Salt  at  Middle  wich. 

From  thefc  brine-pits  the  brine  runneth  in 
wooden-troughs  over  mens  heads,  from  one  houfe 
to  another.  The  pits  are  four  fquare,  very  broad 
and  deep,  boarded  up  on  each  fide,  and  witli  great 
crofs-beams  in  the  middle,  and  at  the  four  cor- 
ners, fteps,  covered  with  lead.  Middlewich  is 
alfo  a  deanry,  and  hath  burgeffes,  and  other  pri- 
vileges, as  tlite  other  Wiches  have,  and  of  late  has 
been  made  a  market-town.  It  has  a  market  every 
Saturday,  and  yearly  two  fairs ;  that  is  to  fay, 
one  on  Afcenfion-day,  and  the  other  on  St. 
Luke's-day.  It  hath  divers  ftrcets  and  lanes,  as 
Ifing-ftrcet,  Kinderton-ftreet,  Wich-houfe-ftreet, 
1-cwis-ftrect,  and  Whcelock-ftreet  -,  Pepper-lane, 
Cow-lane,  and  Dog-lane  •,  but  the  chicfelt  place  of 
dl  is  a  broad  place,  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  in 

Vol.  I.  xM  u\'2iv\v\tT 
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manner  of  a  market-place,    called  The  King*s 
Mcxon. 

KiNDERTON. 

Half  a  mile  north-caft  from  Middlewich,  is  die 

foodly  manor-place  of  Kinderton,  belonging  to 
ir  Thomas  Venables,  commonly  called  The  Barn 
of  Kinderton. 

Sandbach. 

SANDBACH  (commonly  called  Sandbitch) 
ftandeth  on  a  high  bank  upon  the  fmall  river 
of  Wheelock,  and  is  but  a  little  town,  with  a  fair 
church  built  of  ftone  ;  lately  made  a  market-town 
by  Sir  John  Radcliff,  who  is  Lord  thereof.  It 
hath  a  fmall  market  every  Thurfday,  and  yearly 
two  fairs  -,  that  is  to  fay,  on  Tuefday  and  Wcd- 
nefday  in  Eafter-week,  and  Thurfday  and  Friday 
before  the  Nativity  of  our  Lady.  In  the  market- 
place do  ftand,  clofe  together,  two  fquare  crofles 
of  ftone,  on  fteps,  with  certain  images  and  writ- 
ings thereon  engraven  ;  which,  as  they  fay,  a  man 
cannot  read,  except  he  be  holden  with  his  head 
downwards  j  and  this  verfe  (as  they  hold  opinion) 
is  engraved  thereon  : 

In  Sandbach^  in  the  Sandy  Fordy 
'   Lieth  the  ninth  part  of  Dublin's  hard. 
Nine  to^  or  Nine  fro^ 
Take  me  down^  or  elfe  I  fall. 

They  alfo  affirm,  that  the  faid  crofles  were  fet 
up  there  before  the  birth  of  Chrift ;  but  that  is 
not  fo,  for  the  ftory  of  the  paflion  is  engraven 
thereon ;  but  whether  the  faid  verfes  arc  written 
ihereon,  or  no,  I  know  not.     Certain  I  am,  that 

on 
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on  Sunday  morning,  the  ift  of  November,  1561, 
there  were  three  chefts  made  of  tin,  or  fuch  like 
metal,  found  near  the  faid  river,,  but  nothing  in 
them.  On  the  covers  were  certain  letters,  or  cha- 
raftcrs,  engraven,  which  chefts  were  carried  to  the 
ftcriffs. 

Tarvin. 

TARVIN  ftandeth  five  miles  eaft  from  Chef- 
ter,  and  was  lately  made  a  market  town,  by 
the  means  of  Sir  John  Savage :  It  hath  a  church 
of  ftone,  and  a  market  every  week.  [The  market  is 
now  dif continued  J] 

Frodsham, 

FRODSHAM  ftandeth  ten  miles  north  eaft 
from  Chefter,  and  it  is  but  one  long  ftreet, 
with  a  caftle  of  ftone  at  the  weft  end  thereof;  and 
a  field  breadth,  fouth  from  the  town,  is  the  church; 
and  near  it,  a  great  hill,  with  a  beacon  thereupon, 
called  Frodftiam-Hills,  which  are  the  greateft  hills 
in  all  Chefhire.  This  town  (as  alfo  Tarvin)  was 
likcwife  of  late  years,  by  Sir  John  Savage,  made  a 
market  town :  It  hath  a  market  every  week,  and 
yearly  on  St.  Lawrence's  day  a  fair. 

We  read  in  the  chronicles,  that  this  lordfhip  of 
Frodfliam  was  given  by  K.  Edw.  I.  to  David,  bro- 
ther to  Lewellin  Prince  of  Wales  ;  but  he  enjoy- 
ed it  not  long,  for  he  was  for  treafori  beheaded  : 
Sir  John  Savage  did  dwell  in  the  caftle  before  he 
built  his  houfe  at  Clifton,  which  is  now  called 
Rock-Savage. 

Frodsham-Bridge. 

A  mile  from   Frodfham,    and  as  much  from 

Haulton  \  that  is  to  (ay,  half  way  between  them  is 

M  2  ¥to^- 
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Vale-Royal  Abbey. 

A  mile  north  from  Over,  upon  the  ifaid  river 
Weaver,  flood  the  abbey  ot  Vale-Royal,  founded 
by  king  Edward  I.  who  was  the  firft  earl  of  Chef- 
ter  of  the  king's  blood,  as  after  more  at  laree  (hall 
be  declared.  Which  Vale-Royal  is  now  the  ma- 
nor place  of  Mr.  Holcroft. 

Brereton. 

^RERETON    ftandeth  alfo  on  the  London 

road,  two  miles  north  from  Sandbach,  and 

ath  yearly  a  fair,  purchafed  of  late,  which  is 
kept  on  Brereton-Green,  on  Lammas-Day,  being 
the  firft  day  of  Auguft. 

Not  far  off  is  the  parilh  church  of  Brereton, 
and  near  unto  the  church,  the  goodly  manor 
place  newly  built  all  of  brick  ;  the  like  whereof  is 
not  in  all  the  country  again.  Therefore  it  is  not 
to  be  omitted,  and  not  fo  much  for  the  buildings 
as  for  the  number  of  ancient  and  valiant  knights 
and  gentlemen,  who  had,  and  have,  their  original 
from  thence,  whereof  more  fhall  follow  hereafter. 

Presbury,  Wereham,  and  Tarporley. 

PRESBURY  is  two  miles  north  from  Magclef. 
field,  and  is  the  greateft  parilh  in  all  Chefhire. 

WEREHAM  ftandeth  upon  the  Weaver,  two 
miles  weft  from  Northwich. 

TARPORLEY  is  ten  miles  fouth-eaft  fromChef- 
tcr,  in  the  road  to  London.     [Nop  a  markeMown.'] 

NESTON,  in  Wjrrall,  lies  ten  miles  north-weft 
from  Chefter,  where  is  a  good  market  on  Friday. 

For  the  reft  of  the  towns  and  villages  here  not 
named,  I  refer  the  reader  to  fht  general  map  of 
the  whole  county. 
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^Fhe  Genealogy  of  the  Earls  of  CheHer^f  nee  the 
Conqueji.  Wherein  is  brief y  fjewed  fome 
part  of  their  Deeas  and  Aits. 

""^  TUGH  (irnamed  Lupus,  or  Wolf,  a  Norman, 
\   1   came  into  England  with  William  the  Con- 
<queror,  in  the  year   1066,  unto  whom   he  gave 
«he  County  Palatine  of  Chefter,  to  hold  as  freely 
l>y  the  fword,  as  he  held  England  by  the  crown. 
^e  was  the  fon  of  Richard  earl  of  Auranchcs, 
and  vifcount  of  Abrinca,  in  Normandy,  and  of 
Emma  (Brooks  calls  her  Margaret)  his  wife,  fifter 
to  William  the  Conqueror  by  the  mother.     This 
Hugh  ordained  under  him  (for  the  better  goveni- 
ment  of  his  earldoml)  four  barons :    Firft  his  coufui. 
Sir  Nigell  or  Neal,  baron  of  Haulton,  who  alfo 
was  his  conftable  and  Marihall,  by  condition  hi 
fervice,  to  lead  the  vanguard  of  the  earl's  army, 
when  he  Ihould  make  any  journey  into  Wales,  ib 
as  the  faid  baron  Ihould  be  the  foremoft  in  march- 
ing forward  againft  the 'enemy,'  and  the  laft  in 
returning.     Or  him  the  Lacies   defcendcd,   that 
were  barons  of  Haulton,  conftables  of  Chefter," 
and  laftly,  earls  of  Lincoln.     The  fecond  was  Sir 
Piers  Malban,    baron  of  Nantwich,  Sir  Euftacc 
baron  of  Malpa«,  and  Sir  Warren  Vernon  baron 
of  Shipbrook.     He  had  iflue  by   Armetrida  his 
wife,  Richard  earl  of  Chefter,    Robert  abbot  of 
St.  Edmondfbury,  and  Otwcll  tutor  to  the  chil- 
dren  of  king  Henry  I.     He  converted  the  church 
pf  St.  Werburgh's  to  an  abbey,   and   was  there 
buried,  when  he  had  been  earl  forty  years,  anuQ 
1 109,  in  the  tenth  year  of  king  He/iry  I. 

Richard 
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Richard,  the  fon  of  Hu^h  Lupus,  was  earl  of 
Chefter  after  the  deceafe  ot  his  tather.  He  mar- 
ried Maud,  daughter  to  Stephen  earl  of  Cham- 
paigne,  Blois  and  Chartres,  fiuer  to  king  Stephen, 
and  was  drowned  coming  out  ofNoraumdy  the 
2 5th  November,  11 20,  with  his  wife;  and  with 
him  William  duke  of  Normandy,  the  king's  ddeft 
fon,  and  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  to  Foulk  Tail- 
bois  earl  of  Anjou,  Richard  his  brother,  and 
Maud  countefs  of  Perch  his  fitter  -,  Otwi^,  brother 
to  this  earl  Richard,  and  many  other  noblemen 
and  women,  and  others,  in  all  to  the  number  of 
140  or  150  perfons.  Some  write  i6o.  Only  one 
man  efcaped,  who  was  a  butcher.  This  earl  dy- 
ing without  heirs,  the  earldom  of  Chefter  defend- 
ed to  Ranulph  Boham,  as  his  next  coufin  and 
heir.     He  was  earl  eleven  years. 

Ranulph,  or  Randulph  Boham  (otherwife  nam- 
ed Mefchens),  the  fon  of  John  de  Boham,  and 
Margaret  his  wife,  fitter  to  Hugh  Lupus,  was 
the  third  earl  of  Chetter,  next  after  the  Conqueft. 
He  married  for  his  firtt  wift  Maud,  daughter  to 
Aubrey  de  Verc  earl  of  Guifncs  and  Oxford,  and 
Great  Chamberlain  of  England,  by  whom  he  had 
ifliic,  Ranulph,  the  fecond  of  that  name,  earl  of 
Chefter,  and  died  in  the  jitt  year  of  king  Henry 
I.  anno  1130,  when  he  had  been  earl  ten  years. 
And  for  his  fecond  wife,  he  married  Lucia,  fitter 
to  Edwin  earl  of  March  (widow  to  Roger  Ro- 
mare),  and  had  by  her  William,  furnamed  Romare^ 
earl  of  Lincoln,  who  died  without  iffue. 

Ranulph  the  fecond  of  that  name  (furnamed 
Vernon)  becaufe  he  was  born  in  the  faid  cattle; 
was  the  fourth  earl  of  Chetter.  He  took  part 
with  Maud  the  emprefs,  and  Henry  her  fon  Duke 
of  Normandy,  againtt  king  Stephen,  and  kept 
the  city  and  cattle  of  Lincoln  againtt  the  king, 
where  joining  together  in  battle,  the   king  was 

taken 
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taken  prifoner  and  brought  by  him  to  the  faid  £m- 
prefs.  But  afterwards  the  king  was  delivered  in  ex-^ 
change  for  Robert  carl  of  Glouccfter  (who  was 
taken  prifoner  by  the  king's  party).  Afterwards 
this  Ranulph  coming  peaceably  to  the  king,  wa^ 
j}uc  in  prifon,  and  coniftrained  to  deliver,  not  only 
die  caftlc  of  Lincoln,  but  alfo  divers  other  caftles 
and  ftrong  holds,  which  he  kept  for  the  ufe  of 
Maud  the  emprefs,  and  Henry  her  fon. 

This  earl  was  one  of  the  greateft  .warriors  th^t 
was  in  his  days.  He  nurried  Alice  daughter  to 
Robert  ConfuU  earl  of  Gloqcefler  aforefaid,  by 
whom  he  had  ilTue  Hugh  that  fucceeded  him  ;  and 
Beatrix,  married  to  Ralph  baron  of  Malpas,  and 
died  in  the  17th  year  of  king  Stephen,  anno  1 152, 
when  he  had  been  earl  twenty-two  years. 

Hugh  Boham  (alias  Kiviliock,  lb  called  of  the. 
country  in  Wales  where  he  was  born)  was  the  fifth 
carl  of  Chefter ;  and  took  part  with  the  children 
of  king  Henry  II.  againft  their  father.     He  fought 
a  great  battle  againft  the  king  in  Normandy,  where 
he  was  taken  prifoner,  and  by  the  king  committed 
^0  prifon  in  the  caftle  of  Valois.     But  after  ob- 
^ning  favour  of  the  king,  he  returned  into  Eng- 
land, and  married  Beatrix  daughter  to  Richard  L. 
Lucy  juftice  of  England,  by  whom  he  had  iflue 
Ranulph  the  third  of  that  name  earl  of  Chefter, 
^nd  four  daughters,  that  is  to  fay,  Maud,  married 
^  David  earl  of  Angus  and  Huntington  ;  Ma- 
'^l,  to  William  d'Albigny  earl  of  Arundel ;  Ag- 
''ps,  to  William  Ferrers  carl  of  Derby  -,  and  H^^ 
^ila,  to  Robert  CJuincy,  who  after  in  her  right 
^^  earl  of  Lincoln,  and  after  him  (he  was  married 
^c>  fir  Warren  Boftock.     This  Hugh  died  in  the 
^enty-fourth  year  of  king  Henry  II.  anno  1181, 
^'^en  he  had  been  earl  twenty-eight  years,  and  was 
*>uricd  at  Leek,  in  vStaffordlhire. 

Vol.  I.  N^  Ranulph 
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Ranulph,  the  third  of  that  name  (furnamed 
Blondevile),  of  the  place  jn  Powis,  called  in  La- 
tin, Album  Monafterinmy  which  fomc  fay  is  Ofwcftry, 
where  he  was  bom,  was  the  fixth  carl  of  Chefter^ 
after  the  conquefl.  He  was  alfo  earl  of  Lincbb^ 
as  coufin  and  next  heir  to  William  Romarei  earl 
of  Lincoln  (fecond  brother  to  Ranulf  the  lid), 
who  died  without  iflue. 

This  Ranulph  the  Third  was  very  well  learned, 
efpecially  in  the  law!s  of  the  realm,  miomuch,  that 
he  compiled  a  book  thereof:  Alfo  very  jealous  in 
religion;  infomuch,  as  we  read,  that  when  the 
pope  fent  his  coUeAors  throughout  Chriftendom  to 
gather  up  tenths,  he  alone  rrfufed  to  pay  any,.fuf- 
tering  none  in  his  dominions,  either  laynian  or 
derk,  to  yield  any  tenths  to  the  pope's  pro£ix>rs  * 
although  the  reft  of  England,  all  Scotland,  Wales, 
and  Ireland,  yet  paid  it. 

He  atchieved  many  enterprifes  againft  Lewellin, 
prince  of  Wales :  but  being  once  forced  to  take 
to  the  caftle  of  Ruddlan  for  refuge,  he  fent  to  Ro- 
ger Hell  (alias  Lacy),  conftablc  of  Chefter,  to 
come  to  his  aid  :  Which  Lacy,  calling  his  friends 
together,  delired  them  to  make  as  many  men  as 
they  could  and  to  go  with  him ;  At  whole  tequeft 
Ralph  Dutton,  his  fon-in-law  being  aluftyyouth, 
alTembled  all  the  players  and  muficians  in  the  city, 
and  went  forth  wi^h  the  faid  conftable  againft  the 
Wellhmen,  who  fled  upon  the  fight  of  fuch  a 
number  of  people.  The  earl  being  delivered  out 
of  danger,  granted  to  his  faid  conftable  divers 
freedoms  and  privileges  within  the  city,  and  la 
other  places,  and  granted  to  the  faid  Ralph  Dutton, 
the  rule  and  ordering  of  all  the  muficiaos  within 
the  county,  which  his  heirs  enjoy  even  at  this  day. 

This  Ranulph  founded  the  Grey-friars  in  Co- 
ventry i  alfo,  after  his  return  put  pf  die  Holy- 
land, 
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land,  the  abbey  of  Delacrefs,  not  far  from  Leek 
in  Scaffbrdlhire ;  the  caiUe  of  Beeflpn,  iii  Chefhiii^ 
and  of  Chaftlcy  in  Staffordfliire.         / ' 

He  was  faidiful  to  kinz  Henry  IIL  m  his  inu 
nority :  He  gave  battle  to  Lewis,  the  French  king'i 
fon,  near  unto  Lineohi,  in  the  fecond  year  of  kink 
Henry  III.  where  the  (aid  Lewis,  aiid  the  barons 
who  took  his  part  were  put  to,  flight  .and  over- 
thrown.  And,  in  the  fame  year,  he,  with  William 
earl-marflial,  and  other  barons  of  the  king's  part, 
conftrained  the  faid  Lewis  to  depart  the  realm  i 
which  Lewis,  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  king  Johnj 
was  \}f  the  confent  of  divers  barons,  brought  in^ 
to  England,  ^th  tntent  to  depofe  king  Joki,  and 
to  maKt  him  king. ' 

This  Ranulf  married,  for  his  firft  wife,  Con- 
ftance,  the  daughter  and  heir  to  Conan,  earl  of 
firetagne,  widow  to  JefFery,  third  fon  to  king  Henry 
IL  'which  JefFery  was,  in  her  right,  earl  of  Bre- 
ta^e^  and  had  by  her,  Arthur  earl  of  Bretagne,* 
Richtnond,  and  Anjou,  and  a  daughter  named 
iJkbeL  This'  Arthur  was  taken  by  king  John  in 
Nbhnandy,  and  put  in  prifon  in  the  cafUe  of  Roan, 
where  he  died  without  iflue ;  and  Ifabel  his  fifter 
was  put  in  prifon  in  the  caftle  of  Brifiol,  where  Ihe 
died  tf  virgin,  in  the  t^^enty-feventh  year  of  king 
Henry  III.  By  the  counfel  pf  king  John,  this  Rgi- 
nulf  was  divorc^  from  his  wife  Conftance,  by 
whom  he  had  no  iflue ;  and  (he  was  after  married  to 
Guy,  vifcount  of  Tours,  of  whom  defcended  all 
che  dukes  of  Bretagne ;  and  for  his  fecond  wife 
he  married  Clemence,  daughter  to  William  Ferrers, 
carl  of  Derby,  by  whom  he  alfo  had  no  iflue.  And 
laftly,  he  married  Margaret,  daughter  to  Hum- 
phrey Bohun,  earl  of  Hereford,  and  conftable  of 
England,  by  whom  he  had  alfo  no  iflue.  And  fo 
died  at  his  caftle  of  Wallingford,  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  O&ober,  anno   1232,  in  the  feventeenth 
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year  of  king  Henry  III.  when  he  had  been  carl 
fifty-one  years.  After  whofe  death,  his  nephew, 
John  Scot,  wais  earl'  of  Chefter,  ai^d  William 
D*Albigny,  earl  of  Arundel,  had  the  manor  of 
Barrow,  with  500I.  in  land.  William,  carl  Fer- 
tcrs  ind  Derby,  had  the  caftle  and  manor  of  Chart-- 
Wy,  whereof  his  fucceflbrs  were  called  lords  Ferrers 
of  Chartl6y.  .  And  Robert  Quincy  had  the  earl- 
dom of  Lincoln,  who  by  his  wife  Jblavifa,  had  two 
daughters,  whereof  die  eldeft,  named  Margaret, 
was  married  to  John  Lacy,  baron  of  Haulton, 
conftable  of  Chefter,  and  earl  of  Lincoln. 

John  (furnamed  Scot,  becaufe  he  was  a  Scot 
born)  fon  to  David,  earl  of  Angus  and  iflun- 
tington,  was,  in  right  of  his  mother  Maud,  the 
feventh  earl  of  Cheiler.  He.  married  Jane,  daugh- 
ter to  Lewellin  prince  of  Wales,  by  whom  he  was 
poilbned  (as  Nlatthew  Paris  writeth),  and  Co  died 
without  iffue,  anno  1237,  when  he  had  been  carl 
five  years,  leaving  four  fifters  for  his  heirs,  viz. 
Margaret,  Ifabel,  Maud,  and  Eva.  Margaret  was 
married  to  Allen,  earl  of  Galloway,  who  by  her 
had  three  daughters,  Darvogil,  Helen,  and  Chrif* 
tian.  Darvogil  was  married  to  John  Balliol,  and 
and  had  by  him  John  Balliol,  lord  of  Harcourt 
and  king  of  Scots.  Helen  was  married  to  Roger 
Quincy,  earl  of  Winchefter,  and  conftable  of  Scot- 
land. Chriftian  was  married  to  William  earl  of 
Arundel,  but  had  no  iffue  by  him.  Ifabel,  fecond 
fifter  to  John  Scot,  was  married  to  Robert  Brucc^ 
lord  of  Arundel,  and  had  by  him  Robert  Bruce» 
who  married  Martha,  daugnter  and  heir  to  the 
earl  of  CariAa ;  by  which  Martha  he  had  iffue 
Robert  Bruce,  king  of  Scots.  Maud  died  without 
iffue :  And  Eva,  the  youngeft  fifter  of  John  Scot, 
was  married  to  Henry  lord  Haft  ings  of  Abergavenny, 
and  had  by  him  John  lord  Haftmgs,  who  was  one 

of 
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of  the  competitors  for  Scotland  in.  the  days  of  king 
Edward  the  Firft. 

After  the  death  of  this  John  Scot,  king  Henry 
III.  thought  it  not  good  to  make  a  divifion  of  the 
earldom  of  Chefter,  it  enjoying  fuch  regal  prero- 
gative ;  therefore,  taking  the  fame  into  his  own 
hands,  he  gave  unto  the  fifters  of  John  Scot  other 
lands,  and  gave  the  County  Palatine  of  Chefter, 
to  Edward  his  eldeft  fon. 

Edward,  the  firft  of  that  name,  eldeft  fon  to 
king  Henry  III.  was  the  eighth  carl  of  Chefter ; 
and  after  the  death  of  his  tather  he  was  king  of 
England.  He  built  the  Abbey  of  Vale-Royal,  as 
bctore  hath  been  declared  ^  and  married  for  his 
firft  wife,  Eleanor,  daughter  to  Ferdinand  III. 
king  of  Caftile  and  Leon  s  by  whom  he  had  iflue, 
Edwiud  II.  king  of  England.  He  was  earl  thir- 
tjr-fivc  years  before  he  was  king,  and  after  he  was 
king,  twelve  •,  in  all  forty-feven  jreirs. 

Edward  the  Second  was  the  nmth  earl  of  Chef- 
ter after  the  Conqueft ;  and,  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  was  alto  king  of  England.  He  mar- 
ried Ifabel,  daughter  to  Philip  the  Fair,  king  of 
France  -(fitter  and  heir  to  I-ewis  Hutin,  Philip 
the  Long,  and  Charles  the  Fair,  all  three  kings 
of  France,  one  after  another,  and  died  all  three 
without  lawful  iflue) ;  by  which  Ifabel,  he  had 
Edward  earl  of  Chefter  and  Ponticum,  afterwards 
duke  of  Aquitain ;  and  laftly,  king  of  England. 
He  was  earl  twenty-three  years  before  he  was  king 
of  England,  and  afterwards  five ;  in  all  twenty- 
eight  years. 

Edward,  the  third  of  that  name,  was  the  tenth 
carl  of  Chefter,  fourteen  years  before  he  was  king, 
and  afterwards  four  j  in  all  eighteen  years.  He 
married  Philippa,  daughter  to  William,  third  earl 
of  Hainault  and  Holland  •,  by  whom  he  had  iflue 
Edward,  furnamed  tht  Black  Prince,  and  fundry 

other 


( 


96     THE    VALE.ROYAL 

of  Chefter,  a^  free  as  the  tenaitcs  of  the  faid  earl 
are  in  Chcfter. 

AlfOy  the  faid  eari  gave  unto  the  faid  NigeUus 
and  Huddard)  for  his  homage  and  fervicc,  Wef- 
con  and  Aflon,  with  the  appurtenances ;  that  is  to 
fay^  for  one  knight's  fee.  And  of  this  Huddard 
are  all  the  Duttons  come.  Alfo  the  faid  NigeUus 
gave  unto  the  faid  Edward  and  Huddard,  bre* 
thren  above-named,  certain  lands  in  Wdfton;. 
which  the  heirs  of  William  de  Weftpn  did  hold : 
And  to  the  other  two  brethren,  Wolmerus  and 
Horfwain,  he  gave  certain  lands  in  Runcorn; 
which  after,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  our  lady  •£ 
Norton  did  poflefs,  of  the  gift  of  William,  thft 
the  fon  of  the  faid  NigeUus.  -Wolfaith,  the  firft 
brother,  was  a  prieft,  unto  whom  the  faid  Nig^U 
lus  gave  the  church  of  Runcorn;  which  the 
canons  of  the  faid  Abbey  of  Norton  had  after- 
wards. 

The  faid  WiUiam  Fitz -Nigel  founded  the  faid 
church  and  abbey  of  Norton,  and  was  buried  at 
Cheftcr.  After  whom  fucceeded  William,  the 
younger  fon,  w}io  gave  to  the  aforefaid  canons, 
in  exchange,  other  lands  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  town 
of  Norton,  for  thofc  lands  in  Runcorn,  to  be 
tranfported  to  Norton.  This  WiUiam  died  in 
Normandy  without  iffue,  and  had  two  fitters, 
Agnes  and  Maud,  between  whom  the  honour  of 
Haulton  was  divided.  Agnes  was  married  to  one 
Euftace  (whom  fome  do  furname  Fitz-Rogcr), 
who  was  flain  in  Wales ;  and  Maud  was  married 
to  Aubrey  Grifley.  The  faid  Euftace  had,  by 
the  faid  Agnes,  a  fon  named  Richard  (and  fur- 
pamed  Euftace),  which  Richard  married  Albreda, 
or  Aubry,  fifter  to  Robert  Lacy,  and  had  by  ha 
John  Lacy,  conftable  of  Chefter,  founder  of  Stan- 
low ;  and  another  fon,  named  Robert,  knight  oi 
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the  order  of  Rhodes  ;  alfo  two  daughters,  Mary  mar- 
ried to  Robert  Aldford,  and  Audiejr  married  to 
Henry  Baffet ;  John  Lacy  married  Alice,  filler  to 
William  Mandeville,  and  had  iffue,  Roger,  Euf- 
ticc,  Richard,  Gaifridc,  Peter,  and  Alice;  Roger, 
the  cikfeft  fan,  conftaible  of  Cbefter,  was  furnamed 
Hell;  and  this  is  he,  of  whom  I  Jiave  before 
made  mention,  in  the  life  of  Ranulph  the  third 
carl  of  Chefter.  The  faid  Roger  married  Maud 
dc  Qerc,  and  had  by  her  John  Lacy,  baron  of 
Haulton,  and  conftable  of  Chefter,  who  married 
Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  to  Robert  Quincy, 
carl  of  Lincoln,  andofHavila  his  wife,  filter  to 
the  faid  Ranulph,  earl  of  Chefter  and  Lincoln ; 
4>y  which  Margaret,  he  had  iffuc  Edmund  Lacy, 
that  died  before  his  father;  who  married  Alice, 
daughter  to  the  marquis  of  Saluce,  in  Italy,  and 
had  by  her  Heniy  Lacy,  earl  of  Lincoln ;  who 
niarried  Margaret,  daughter  to  William  Longefpe, 
carl  ofSalilbury,  and  had  by  her,  Edmund,  John, 
Alice,  and  Joan.  Edmund  and  John  died  both 
y*Ung,  whereof  one  periflied  by  a  fall  into  a  deep 
well^  within  the  caftle  of  Denbigh ;  and  Alice 
^^  married  to  Thomas,  earl  of  Lancafter,  who 
claimed,  and  had,  all  fuch  privileges  as  his  wife's. 
P^^^deccflbrs  had  in  Haulton. 
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Ferfes  on  Beeston  Castle,  built  fy  Ra- 
NULPH,  the  Third  Earl  of  Chester  ; 
made  ty  John  Leland. 

ydSSTRIO  rediens  viitor  Ranidpbus  ah  arhe^ 

Hoc  pofuit  cajlrum  terror  em  gentibus  otim 
ViciniSy  patriaq^  ftue  memorahile  vallum. 
Nunc  licet  indignas  patiatur  fraifa  ruinds^ 
Tempus  erit  quando  rurfus  caput  exeret  altum^ 
Vatibus  omtiquisfifas  mihi  credere  vati. 


JOHN    SPEED   Anglice  thus : 

The  day  will  comCj  wbenitagainjhallmount  his  bead  aloft ^ 
Ifly  apropbety  may  be  beardj  from  Seers  that  fay  fo  oft. 

WILLIAM   CAMDEN. 

^be  doywillcome^  wbenit  again  the  bead  aloft  JbaUbeave^ 
If  ancient  propbetSy  I  (n^felf  a  prophet)  may  believe. 


«  ttft^li^^^^tlitt^^ft^^^* 


The  Battle  on  Blore-Heath,  Anno  1459. 

n^EMORANDUMy  quod  dit  dominica  in  fefto 

fanSl.   Virginis^   23    SeptembriSj    anno   1459, 

annoq\  regni  regis  Henrici  VL  ^c.  38.     Fuit  beU 

km  fuper  bruerum  de  Blore  juxta  Mucklejion^   inter 

Jacobum  D.  de  Audley  Cff  quamplures  ex  parte  D. 
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reps  &  prindpis :  Et  Ricardum  Nevil  amiiim  Sar. 
IS  ad  tunc  Cff  ihiiim  interfeSi  fueruni  pradiStus  Jo* 
cohis  dom.  de  AuHey^  Hugh  VtnabUs^  haro  de  Kin^ 
derton^  Adam  Boftock  de  Boftock^  Thomas  Dutton  de 
Duiton^  Richardus  Moleneux^  GuUelmus  Trovotbeck^ 
Johannes  Legh  de  Boothes^  Johannes  Done  de  Utkin* 
ton,  &  Johasfnes  Egerton  de  Egerton^  militeSj 
Richardus  Done  de  Oreton,  Johannes  Dutton^  or* 
tmgeri ;  £5?  multi  plures  venerabili  ex  parte  differ, 
regis  (^  princip.  &c. 
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IT  hath  long  been  a  part  of  my  wifh,  that 
thofe  induftrious  and  ever  to  be  commended 
labours  of  Mr.  John  Norden,  had  been,  con- 
tinued to  the  finiftiing  of  that  hiftorical,  and  chro- 
Tiographical  defcription  of  the  reft  of  the  fhires  of 
this  famous  Ifle  •,  as  in  the  beginning  of  that  of 
Middlefex,  in  his  Speculo  BritannU^  it  feems  he 
intended  •,  or  that  fome  others  of  judgment  and 
fkill  in  thofe  ftudies,  and  of  fuch  good  difpofitions 
like  to  him,  would  have,  in  the  fevcral  parts  of 
this^  kingdom,  either  publilhed  fome  travels  of 
their  own,  or  imparted  to  him  fuch  particular 
notes,  as  might  have  given  furtherance  to  the  like 
defcriptions  of  the  feveral  ftiires  j  which,  as  I 
conceive,  would  have  been  exceeding  acceptable 
to  moft  men.  And  although  this  matter  hath  re- 
ceived, fincc  that  time,  a  great  incrcafe,  by   the 
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adinired  works,  and  indefatigable  pains,  of  our' 
worthy  countryman  Mr.  John  Speed,  whofe  la- 
bours tre  extended  even  to  a  full  fatisfaftion  in 
aU  the  ends  which  he  propofed  ;  yet  I  have  been 
TTjanTported  with  I  know  not  what  longing  defrre', 
that  fome  particular  defcriptions  of  other  parts  and 
countiies  oi  the  fame  kingdom,  not  yet  by  any 
mail  publiflied,  might  be  taken  in  hand.  And 
having  rf  late  more  fpccial  opportunity,  by  my 
preienc  refidence,  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
prefent  ftate  and  condition  of  the  moft  ancient 
and  honourable  city  of  Chefter,  the  chiefeft,  and* 
the  moft  worthy  to  be  the  principal  part  of  that 
renowned  County  Palatine  of  Chefter,  called 
Chdfaire  :  I  thought  that,  as  old  Mr.  Stowe, 
after  his  matiy  other  pains  in  annals  arAi  chrono- 
logies, thought  it,  and  indeed  fo  found  it,  a  moft 
pleafing  work,  to  make  a  furvey  of  the  famous 
city  of  London :  So  it  might  not  be  unpleafing, 
Ji  liceat  magnis  covfponere  parva^  to  make  trial 
what  might  be  done,  in  relation  to  the  original 
antiquity,  increafe,  and  more  modern  ftate  of  the 
laid  city  of  Chefter ;  and  of  fuch  other  matters 
fo  incident,  as  Ihould  fall  out  confiderable  in  fuch 
a  work. 

No  fooner  had  I  conceived  fuch  a  projeft,  but 
r  found  myfelf  much  animated;  and,  indeed,  ful- 
ly refolved  for  fuch  a  matter,  by  the  pains  for- 
merly taken  ;  and,  with  much  induftrious  obfcr- 
vation,  collected  by  my  very  loving  friends. 

Who,  as  they  have  ever  had  an  ingenious  and 
honeft  care  to  preferve  the  memory  of  ftich  oc- 
currences as  have  happened  in  the  laid  cit),  either 
of  their  own  knowledge,  or  the  relation  of  their 
dders;  fo,  having  taken  no  fmall  pains  to  find 
out,  by  enquiry  and-  fearch,  even  fo  far  as  any 
/ccords  can  reach  unto.  Upon  thefe  encourage- 
^B^iltt,    I  icon  was  grown  to  a  further  motion 

with. 
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with  myielf,  that  if  I  enlarged  my  pains^  with 
the  defcription  of  die  reft  of  all  the  parts  of  the 
whole  county,  it  were  like  fo  much  the  more  to  fiild 
acceptation ;  at  leaft,^  with  our  own  countrymen, 
and  our  neighbours^  to  whofe  entertainment  it  is 
fpecially  aimed. 

And  for  a  more  orderly  and  methodical  pro- 
ceeding herein,  I  have  choien  this  way  to  walk  in  : 
Firft,  to  lay  down  the  fituation,  form,  names,  na- 
ture, and  divifion  of  the  whole  county  •,  then  of 
the  hundreds,  which  the  fame  is  divided  into  ; 
and  in  the  fcveral  hundreds,  the  city  of  Chcfter, 
parifhes,  churches,  chapels,  townmips,  houfes, 
and  places  of  note.  With  fuch  brief  narrations 
as  may  be,  of  all  things,  in  the  fame  obfenrable. 
In  which  narration,  I  propofe  to  aflume,  firft, 
tJiat  part  of  the  fhire,  which  may  give  me  juft 
caufe,  next  after  the  general  defcription  of  the 
whole,  to  fall  upon  that  part,  wherein  the  faid 
noble  city  of  Chefter  may  have  the  precedency, 
as  being  the  main  fcope  ot  my  firft  intention. 


A  Defcription  of  the  City  and  County  Palatint^ 
of  Chester;  compiled  by  Mr.  Webb, 
A.  M  and  fome  time  Under  Sheriff  to  Sir 
Richard  Lee,  ^Lee,  in  Chefhire. 

THE  county  palatine  of  Chefter  is  one  of  thofc 
(hires  which  were  inhabited  by  that  people 
which  were  called  Comavii;  or,  as  fome  have  writ- 
ten it,  that  were  called  Cornabii,  and  were  feated 
to  the  weftward  of  thofe  that  were  called  Corkani. 
For  the  meaning  or  nature  of  the  name  Cornavii, 
becaufe  karned  writers  have  chofen  rather  to  1^  it 

1* 
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pais  unfearched,  than  to  be  curious  in  finding  it 
out,  it  were  tofmall  purpofe  to  labour  in  it. 

Corn  AVI  I,  what  Shires  it  containeth^ 

The  {hires  which  now  are  contained  within  that 
denomination,  are  Warwickfhire,  Worccfterfhire, 
jStaifordihire,  Shropfhire,  andChefhire. 

Why  called  Palatine. 

The  reafon  of  the  addition  Palatine  to  the  coua- 
ty  of  Chcfter  was,  becaufe  the  earls  of  Chefter,  as 
fhall  appear  hereafter,  have  had  palatine  laws  in 
this  county,  and  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  fame 
have  been  in  fee  or  fealty  to  the  faid  carls  only : 
Albeit  the  name  was  antiently  by  the  Saxons,  cal- 
led Ceftrefcyre,  vxilgarly  Chefhire,  being  bounded 
upon  the  north,  partly  with  a  creek,  Ihooting  in 
between  Lancafhire,  and  Wirrall  hundred,  a  part  of 
Chefhire;  which  creek  is  called  Merfey:  and 
partly  with  the  river  of  the  fame  name,  dividing  it 
from  Lancafhire,  to  the  furtheft  nook  thereof,  ly- 
ing north-eaft,  where  it  touchcth  upon  Yorkfhire  ; 
and  upon  the  eaft  is  bounded  by  a  river  falling  from 
high  mountains,  in  or  near  to  the  afore-mentioned 
pan  of  Yorkfhire;  the  nameof  which  I  find  to  be  Er- 
win  brook  ;  or  as  fome  have  it,  Irwel  brook,  though 
others  alfo  call  this  by  the  name  of  Merfey,  which 
parts  this  fhirefrom  Derbyfnire  on  the  ealt  fide,  fo 
far  as  till  it  yield  up  that  office  unto  another  river, 
called  theGoit,  which  likewifcfurrendering  the  fame 
boundary  to  a  part  of  the  river  Dane,  the  fame 
bounds  then  declining  to  the  fouth-eafl,  divide 
between  this  and  StafFordfhire,  till  it  comes  to  the 
ibuth,  upon  which  fide  lies  a  part  of  Sliroplhire, 
and  one  angle  of  FUntlhire ;  from  which,  turning 
fouth-weft,  lies   a  part  of   Denbighlhire,  parted 

from 
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from  this  by  the  river  Dee ;  ind  diredly  weft  i 
bounded  by  another  part  of  Flinrihirei  and  by  th 
lea  itfelf. 

The  Circumference  of  Cheshire. 

The  whole  circumference  of  this  Ihirc,  thougl 
I  hold  it  a  greater  circuit  than  the  comnKXi  accoUfl 
thereof-,  and  the  length  thereof,  from  the  fouch 
weft  to  the  nprth-eaft ;  and  the  breadth  from  th 
north-weft  to  the  fouth-eaft,  to  be  larger  than  hatl 
been  efteemed :  yet  confidcring  the  windings  xj 
of  the  utmoft  bounds,  and-tlie  diverfity  of  th 
angles  in  the  compafs  of  it,  I  fuppofe  that  di 
following  dimenfions  may  very  well  ftand  probobl 
and  good,  that  it  is  fixty-five  miles  one  way,  aiu 
thirty-five  the  other  j  the  whole  circumfercno 
two  hundred  miles,  or  thereabouts  ;  and  it  i 
for  the  form  not  unfitly,  and  not  unwitrily 
both  by  Speed  and  others,  compared  to  the  righ 
wing  of  an  eagle,  ftretched  forth  fr<Jm  the  furthcl 
point  of  Wirrall  hundred,  and  touching  with  he 
tirft  feather  upon  the  confines  of  Yorklhire.  M; 
pen  would  here  run  into  too  fpacious  a  field,  if 
fhould  fall  into  the  praifes,  either  of  the  place,  o 
of  the  people;  the  foil,  or  the  commodities  -,  thecl 
mate,  or  the  wholefomenefs  of  the  air  and  fituation 
and  therefore  I  will  limit  mylelf  to  much  brevit 
in  fuch  difcourfe;  only  let  me  here  remembci 
that  if  old  William  of  Malmft)ury  were  here  t 
write  that  which  in  his  days  he  did,  he  would  nc 
give  it  a  half  but  a  whole  commendation,  and  nc 
term  it  Regioncm  f arris  £f?  maxim  Tritici  jejunm 
(d  inopetn^  pecorumi^  pifcium  feracem ,,  for,  by  th 
mercies  of  God,  who  maketh  barren  lands  fruitful 
and  the  induftry  and  ingenious  labours  of  the  in 
habitants,  it  mav  compare,  at  this  day,  with  hk>1 
of  the  (hires  or  this  kingdom  for  abundance  c 
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all  blefllngs,  both  for  the  fuftenance  and  delight  of 
men.     And,  in  ^  wordj  for  matter  of  commenda- 
tion, let  it  fuffice  that  in  that  one  particular,  which 
not  equals  only,  bat  if  all  other  commodities  of  all 
the  reft  together  were  laid  in  balance  with*it,  this 
ihouM  weigh  them  all  down  ^  that,  for  the  general, 
whether  conftitution  of  bodies,  or  endowment  of 
their  mmds,  or  both,  it  hath  cohtained  an  antient 
and  continued  appellation  to  be  Chefiire  chief  of 
men ;  not^  that  therein  any  other  cr;intrymen  arc 
difparaged  in  any  particular  gift  of  excellency  o* 
precccfcncy  above  a  Chelhire  man,  but  in  refpeft 
of  the  general  breed  of  well-compofcd  bodies,  tod 
rf  that  continuanfce  in  antient  defccnts  and  kindred^ 
^•^hich  cannot  any  other  way  be  better  expreffed j 
tthan  in  that  mirror  of  learning's  own  words,  -vt^ht* 
iahh,  tt  is  £ximia  nobiUtatis  idtrix ;  nee  enitn  alia  tft 
in  AngUa  fravincia  qua  plures  no'biles  Hi  aciem  eduxe*  , 
Tit  &?  pluresfamitias  Equeftres  nuih  irarit. 


The  Hitndrtds  of  Cheshire. 

THE  whole  fhireis  divided,  as  all  the  other  Ihircs 
of  England  are,  into  hundreds  j  of  which,  in 
this,  there  ane  feven ;  namely,  Broxton,  Nant- 
wich,  Northwich,  Macclesfield,  Bucklow,  Edlbury, 
and  Wirrall. 

I  here  place  the  hundred  of  Broxton  firft, 
becaufc,  if  the  fame  doth  not  in  fome  fort  contain, 
yet  it  botders  upon,  and  almoft  compalTeth  about 
the  city  of  Cheltcr,  to  which  I  haften  with  all  fpeed, 
a  it  is  the  chief  place,  head,  ornament,  beauty, 
feat,  land  dignity,  of  the  whole  county  palatine,  to 
which  as  it  gives  name,  and  adds  worth  and  luftre  ; 
fo  it  is  fit  to  have  pre-eminence  in  our  defcription. 


Vol.  I.  P  Broxton 
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Broxton     Hundred. 

BROXTON  hundred  lying  in  a  wedge-Ii 
form,  the  broad  end  whereof  butting  part  i 
on  Flintfhire,  and  part  upon  Shropftiire,  extci 
itfelf  from  the  fouth  to  the  north-weft,  for  i 
length  of  about  twenty  miles ;  reaching  with  i 
fharp  end  to  that  point  where  the  two  corners 
Wirrall  and  Edfbury  hundreds  touch  tog^her,  t 
or  three  miles  from  the  Merfey  j  and  in  the  bros 
eft  place  not  more  than  eight  or  nine  miles  av 
The  furtheft  of  the  townftiips  fituate  at  the  fir 
end  of  the  hundred,  is  Coghall,  an  ancient  dcme 
of  the  Maflies,  of  Puddington,  in  Wirrall  hundu 
and  now  Sir  William  M aflle's,  fituated  upon  a  ri' 
or  brook,  which,  from  Chefter  liberties^  divL 
the  hundred  of  Broxton  from  that  of  Wirrall,  2 
fo  falls  at,  or  near.  Pool  into  the  Merley ;  up 
which  brook  or  river,  from  Coghall  towards  Ch 
ter,  lies  the  lop  of  Wirvin,  the  lands  of  Jc 
Hurlefton,  efq;  to  which  alfo  joins  a  demefnc 
his  called  Pickton  Farm ;  and  the  next  to  Wirv 
upon  the  faid  brook,  is  Mofton,  not  long  fii 
parchafed  and  beautified  with  a  neat  houfe  of  bri 
by  Mr.  John  Morgel,  regifter  of  the  diocefe 
Chefter  j  next  to  which  adjoineth  the  townfhip 
Upton,  where  Mr.  Brock  hath  a  fair  houfe  ^  a 
then  next  to  that,  upon  the  confines  of  the  lib 
ties  of  the  city  of  Chefter,  a  fweet  and  pleafant  ho 
end  demefne,  called  the  Baits,  but  more  vulga 
the  Bach-Pool,  having  been  the  feat  of  the  Cha\ 
trels,  within  our  remembrance,  but  now  the  lai 
of  the  right  worihipful  Edward  Whitby,  efq ; 
corder  of  the  city  of  Chefter,  learned  in  the  la 
{Atprejent  the  feat  of  Peter  Mor^an^  Efq.] 

And  thus  I  am  quickly  arrived  at  the  ciw 
rCheftpr;  upon  which  uamc  Chefter,  becaufe 
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giveth  name  to  the  whole  county^  as  well  as  to  the 
city,  I  will  fomewhat  (lay  myfelf  upon  fuch  notes 
as  I  meet  with,  concerning  that,  and  other  names, 
by  i^hich  the  faid  city  hath  been  called. 


Defcripiion  ^Chester;  the  Names  and 
Foundation  thereof. 

^^yt  Find  that  the  writers  of  antiquities,  who  have 
—  ^  taken  great  pains  in  fearching  out  of  names  and 
^^^rbundations  of  cities  and  provinces,  have  ever  been 
^Exceedingly  troubled  how  to  determine  probably 
^^f  their  fidd  originals;  and,  indeed,  it  is  no  mar- 
^wcl,  when  we  confider  that,  without  queftion,  citiies 
-^and  towns  had  foundations ;  and  countries  and  pro- 
vinces had  limits  and  divifions,  even  then  when 
xhere  were  no  writers  to  record  fuch  things  5  or  at 
leaft,  when  men  had  not  the  means  to  convey  the 
-memorable  occurrences  from  one  age  to  another, 
-which  afterwards  grew  more  frequent  and  eafy  :— 
3ut  afterwards,  when  learning,  the  arts,  knowledge, 
and  all  excellent  endowments,  b^an  firfl  amongft 
the  Grecians,  to  grow  to  great  eminency ;  and  from 
them  to  the  Romans,  who,  together  with  their 
prowefs,  conquering  all  the  famous  cities  of  the 
then  known  habitable  world,  came  to  be  of  fuch 
fame' and  wonder,  that,  both  with  fword  and  jjen, 
they  brought  all  other  nations  under  their  fubjec- 
tion ;  and  as  their  rule  and  government  fpread  it* 
felf  far  and  wide,  fo  their  pens  had  the  power  and 
pre-eminence  to  walk  over  the  earth,  and  record 
things,  as  might  moft  magnify  and  illuflrate  their 
empire  and  jurifdiftion,  and  many  of  their  greateft 
commanders  beiogalfoof  their  beftfcbolar^,  and  even 
P  d  as 
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ks  able  in  learning,  as  potent  in  chivalry,  ^hey  gavt 
light  and  grounds  to  many  of  the  following  ages,  in 
their  defcriptions  of  nations,  people,  countries,  and 
cities,  to  give  them  fuch  names  and  defcriptions  as 
from   them  they  received,  either  newly  put  upon 
them  by  prefent  accident  of  their  own  affairs,  or 
which  they  pleafed  to  deliver  from  enquiry  of  for- 
mer ages  :  A  witnefs  whereof,  for  all  the  reft,  may 
jferve  that  renowned  volume  of  Caefar'§  Corpmenta- 
ries :  So  that,  as  even  our  bcft  and  nioft  Ifarned  au- 
thors do,  for  the  moft  part,  make  their  conjedures 
of  names,   and  their  defcriptions  of  places,  from 
Greek  and  ^atin  ^ords  and  fignificatlon^ ;  fo  I  hol(f 
thoie  conjeftures  to  be  moft  authefitic,  (ave  onlf 
where  we  find  a  place,  or  country,  or  town,  to  re- 
tain fuch  a  name,  as  the  language  of  the  n^  anti- 
ent  inhabitants  hath  given  unto  it,  for  fome  fpecial 
quality,  condition,  nature,  or  fituation  thereof. — 
Hence  it  is,  that  many  of  the  (hires  of  England  have 
had  their  names  from  the  diftind  fituation  of  the 
fame  kind  of  people,   as  Effex   and  Suflfcx  from 
Eaftern  and  Southern  Saxons  *,  Norfolk  and  Suf- 
folk, from  Northern  and  Southern  people  j  and  the 
like'  of  fome  others  \  fome  from  the  like  fituation 
of  towns  •,  as  Northampton  and  Southampton,  and 
raoft  of  them  froni  cities,  or  principal  places,  in  or 
near  unto  them,  whereof  the  noWJemen  that  were 
made  comixes  to  the  fovereign  kings  of  this  land, 
now  called  earls,  and  fuch  precbAs  as  were  affign- 
cd  to  their  regiments  thereupon,  called  comitaluSj 
now  counties ;  there  can  be  no  other  reafon  aHedg- 
ed,  as  I  conceive,  why  any  (hire  carries  (iich  a  nanoe, 
but  only  becaufe  it  i$  a  county  that  belonged  to 
fuch  a  comesj  or  earl,  that  had  his  denominatioa 
from  (bme  city,  town,  or  other  place,  as  pleaicd 
the  prince  to  create  that  addition  to  his;  title  of  ho- 
nour i   which  title  afterwards  grew  to  be  rather 
merely  of  honour  thaa  of  oiBcc  •,  aii>d  then  the  iame 

earla 
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tarh  were  named  of  the  counties,  and  not  the  coun- 
ties of  theoi.  And  thereupon  I  «n  induced  to  be-r 
Ueve,  that  the  county  of  Cheiter,  without  queftion, 
hath  no  other  foundation,  but  frunn  the  name  of 
the  city  ;  whereof  now  I  will  let  down  what  I  find 
in  the  authors  I  have  met  withal. 

It  bath  been  an  ambitious  humour  in  all  the  writ- 
ers of  the  ancient^  foundations  of  cities,  to  derive  their 
b^naings,  if  it  were  poffible,  from  Gods  or  God- 
defles.     Or,  if  Chrillianity  gave  rcftraint  to  that 
folly,  yet  it  hath  been  thought  a  matter  of  grave  dig- 
nity and  worth,  to  bring  them  from  times  nearcit 
fubfequent  to  Noah*s  Flood  •,  or  frotn  fome  per- 
fons  that  were  aftors  in  the  war  of  Troy*s  deftruc- 
tion,  or  Ibnfie  of  their  progeny.     But  our  late  learn- 
ed 9nd  judicious  writers  have  worthily  difcovercd 
thofe  fables ;  and  where  they  find  grounds  for  more 
probable  conjectures,  have  let  down  their  opinions. 
Where  they  fee  not  the  reafon  of  fuch  originals, 
either  ofnanpes  or  places,  they  ingenuoufly  refer  it  to 
liich  beginaings,  as  lie  hidden  in  the  bofom  of  antiqui- 
ty :  whence  it  is,  that  Mr.  Cambdenhimfclf,  in  doubts 
ofthat  nature,  will  not  ftick  toiay^fenifus  melatel. 

That  there  hath  been  lb  much  wreftling  and 
ilriving  to  find  out  the  antieiit  names,  and  fhe  Hf(1: 
^iriginal  of  the  city  of  Chefter,  is  to  me  one  argu- 
^nent  of  the  anticntncfs  thereof;  for  tliere  is  no  cxt- 
-  "tainty  known,  how  can  it  be  but  beyond  the  reuch 
of  all  intelligence,  that  the  laborious  writers  of  all 
^gcs  have  endeavoured  after :  Whereupon  I  hold  it 
for  a  conclufion,   th^t  many  monuments   in  this 
]cii)g€k>m,  wherccrf*  there  can  be  found  no  memory  of 
their  foundation  are  more  ar>tient  than  thofe  which 
have  their  foundations  either  certainly  known,  or  pro- 
bably conjeftured. 

And  to  come  briefly  to  our  purpofe  in  hand  : 
Although  for  my  part,  I  fee  not  any  but  very  weak 
grounds  for  their  conjectures^  who  would  bring 

our 
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our  city  of  Chcfter's  foundation  from  beyond  all 
poffibility  of  records  ;  yet  I  will  not  prdudicate  a- 
ny  in  their  furmizes,  nor  defraud  them  ox  the  praifes 
that  any  (hall  think  good  to  bellow  u{>on  thofe  who 
have  laboured  in  coUedions  of  that  kind. 

The  firft  name  that  I  find  this  city  to  Jiave  been 
fuppofed  to  have  borne,  was  Neomagus ;  and  this 
they  derive  from  Magus,  the  fon  of  Samothes,  who 
was  the  firft  planter  of  inhabitants  in  this  ifle»  after 
Noah's  Flood,  which  now  containeth  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales  ;  and  of  him  was  called  Sanx>- 
thea ;  and  this  Samothes  was  fon  to  Japhet,  the 
third  fon  of  Noah  •,  and  of  this  Magus,  who  firft 
built  a  city  even  in  this  place,  or  near  unto  it,  as  it 
is  fuppofed,  the  fame  was  called  Neomagus.  This 
conjedure  I  find  obferved  by  the  learned  Knight 
Sir  Thomas  Elliott,  who  faith  dircftly,  that  Neo- 
magus ftood  where  Chefternow  ftandeth,  in  vol.  i. 
Chronic,  de  Defcript.  Britan.pag.  2. 

Whether  it  carried  that  name  for  any  long  time 
of  continuance :  or  when  it  loft  the  fame,  I  find  no 
certainty.  ^ 

Ranulphus,  a  monk  of  Chefler,  and  author  of 
the  old  Polychronicon,  hath  another  foundation 
from  a  giant,  forfooth,  called  Leon  Gawer:  which 
Gawer  Marius  calls  the  vanquilhcr  of  the  Pifts,  who 
laid  the  firft  foundation  or  this  city,  as  it  were,  in 
a  kind  of  rude  and  difordered  fafhion  •,  which  af- 
terwards, by  Leir,  King  of  Britain,  was  broi^ht  to 
a  more  pleafant  falhion  of  building,  which  is  bcft 
exprefled  in  the  verfes  of  Henry  Bradlhaw,  another 
monk  of  Chefter,  who  writ  the  lifeofSt.Werbui^ 
;ind  therein  thelc  verfes: 

The  foiutder  of  this  city^  as  faith  Pofychronicon^ 
IVas  Leon  Gawer ^  a  mighty  firong  giant  5 

Which  builded  cavis  and  dungeons  many  a  ^m. 
No  goodly  buildings^  nepropiTy  ne  pleafant. 

But 
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Sui  King  Leir^  a  Briton  fine  and  valiant ^ 
Was  founder  ofCbefter  by  plea/ant  buildings 
And  was  named  Guer  Leir  by  the  King. 

Touching  which  foundation,  fuppofed  by  this 
Leon  Gawer,  I  do,  by  fo  much  Ids,  give  approba- 
tion,  by  how  much  methinks  that  opinion  of  Mr. 
Cambden's  fecms  moil  probable,  drawn  from  the 
antient  Britiih  language,  of  whom  it  hath  been  call- 
ed Caerlegion  Caerleon  vaur  Carleon  ar  Dufyr 
dwy,  as  the  Britons  called  it.  Which  names  arc 
denved  from  that  legion  of  the  Romans,  called  Vi- 
cefl^ma  Viftrix,  which  were  firft  placed  here  in  the 
iccond  confulfhip  of  Galba,  with  Titus  Vinius -,  and 
afterwards  eftabliihed  under  the  government  of  Ju- 
lius  Agricola,  appointed  by  this  city ;  being,  as  he 
thmks,  not  long  before  that  time,  built  in  this  very 
^lace,  and  intended  for  a  oak  to  the,  &c.  Ana, 
laith  he,  tlie  very  name  may  ferve  to  confute  luch 
plebeian  antiquaries,  as  would  derive  it  from  Lean 
Vaur,  a  giant,  feeing  Lean  Vaur,  in  the  Britifh  lan- 
guage, fignifieth  nothing  elfe  but  The  great  Legion. 

By  whom,  or  howfoever,  the  fame  city  had  her 
firft  foundation,  it  is  manifeft  enough  that  it  is  ex- 
ceeding antient  ^  and  even  the  doubtfulnefs  of  the 
firft  foundation  makes  it,  as  before  I  touched,  of 
undoubted  antiquity. 

The  names  thereof,  indeed,  have  been  variable 
and  diverfe ;  but  thofe  which  the  Britons,  upon 
the  plantations  of  the  Roman  Legions,  have  fatten- 
ed upon  it,  I  hold  moil  authentic,  as  thofe  names 
before  mentioned  of  Caer^  per  excellentiam^  ainongft 
the  antient  writers  -,  and  thofe  which  the  Saxons  af* 
terwards  took  from  the  addition  of  Cajlra,  which 
might  fignify  either  caftles,  or  camps  of  Ibldicrs, 
and  thereupon,  it  is  likely  they  made  the  name. — 
Many  other  cities  or  towns  yet  retaining  that  part  of 
the  name ;  namely,  Cafter,  or  Cefter,  or  Chcftcr ; 
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with  Ibmc  difference  added  cither  to  the  bqji 
ning  or  end  thereof.  But  this  our  city,  bd 
the  firft  city,  made  famous  by  that  renowned  L 
gion  afore-mentioned,   called  Viftrix,   was  mc 

Eroperly  or  primarily  cAllc^  Cefter,  of  Chefti 
eing  indeed  an  abbreviation  of  Legecefiria  \  whi 
name  it  obtained  by  tlie  entertaining  of  thofe  L 
gions  in  the  winter-time,  which  firit  Julius  Cd 
the  Emperor  fent,  when  he  propofcd  the  winni 
of  Ireland  -,  and  after  which  Claudius  Csefar  plac 
here,  when  he  intended  the  furprifing  of  t 
Orcades.  And  hence  it  is,  that  we  may  ^ 
affirm  that  old  verfe  to  be  as  antient  as  the  nar 
itfclf: 

Cejtria  de  Cajiris  notnen^  quafi  Cajhria  fumpjit. 

Which  verfe  I  find  in  an  old  author  th«i  pfctti 
turned  into  an  Englifti  Hexameter  : 

Cbefter  CaftU  Tcrjon  as  it  were  name  took  of  a  Caft 

And  that  this  my  conjedure  of  die  name 
this  city,  is  not  without  authority,  I  fupf>ofe  th 
the  mention  of  one  other  city  of  legions,  tc^eth 
with  this,  which  the  fore-cited  author  gives  in  tl 
life  of  St.  Wcrburg*,  lib.  2.  cap.  3.  will  give  fon 
fatisfaftion. 

^ivo  cities  of  legions  in  chronicles  wefindy 
One  in  South-Wales ^  in  the  time  of  ClanditUy 
Called  Careujky  by  Britons  had  in  mind  j 
Or  elfe  Caer  Leon,  built  by  king  Belinus : 
JVhere  fometimes  was  a  legion  of  knights  chivaim 
^his  city  of  legions  was  whilom  the  bifhop*s  fee^ 
T^o  all  South-Wales  nominate  Venedocie. 
'  Another  city  of  legions  we  find  alfo 
In  the  wefi  fart  of  England^  by  the  water  of  Ik 

*  The  life  of  St.  Werburg  will  be  given  ia  the  Appendix 

Calli 
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Called  Caer-Lean  of  Britons  long  ag^i 
.After  named  Cbefter^  by  great  authority. 
Julias  the  Emperor  fint  to  this  f aid  ci^ 
A  legion  of  knights  to  fubdue  Ireland -j 
Likewife  did  Claudius^  as  we  underftand. 
This  City  of  Legions ^fo  called  by  Romans^ 
Now  is  nominate^  in  Latin^  of  his  property^ 
CeJMa  quaji  Caftra^  of  honour  andpleafure^ 
Proved  by  building  of  old  antiquity^ 
In  cellars y  and  low  vaults  ^  and  halls  realty ; 
Like  a  comely  caftky  mighty  fir ong  and  fure^ 
Each  houfe  like  a  caftle^  fometimes  of  great  pkafure. 

As  well  the  authorities  of  Ptolomy,  and  Anto- 
ninus, who  placed  here  that  legion,  which  was  cal- 
led  Vicejjinuiy  and  by  them  entitled  Britannica^ 
Valeria  J  and  yi£lrix\  as  alfo  fome  old  pieces 
of  money  here  found  ftamped  by  Septimius  Geta^ 
do  i>rove  it  -,  upon  the  reverfe  or  back-fide  wherc^ 
of,  is  this  infcnption,  CoL  Divana  leg.  xx.  ViSirix. 

But  for  other  tokens,  or  monuments,  to  teftify 
the  Romans  magnificence,  time,  the  devourer  of 
all  things,  hath  eaten  up  almoil  all,  of  which 
there  remain  only  in  thefe  late  ages,  fome  pave- 
ments of  four-fquare  chequer-work  fl:ones,  but 
in  former  times  were  many  more,  as  we  may 
li^arn  from  the  words  of  the  fore-named  monk  Ra- 
nulphus  Ceftrcn.  There  be  here,  .faith  he,  ways 
under  ground,  vaulted  marvelloufly  with  (lone-- 
works,  chambers,  having  arched  roofs  over-head, 
huge  ftones  engraven  with  the  names  of  antient  fa* 
nious  perfoni.  Here  are  alfo  fometimes  pieces  of 
money  digged  up,  coined  by  Julius  Ca^far,  and 
other  Emperors,  or  men  of  fame,  and  ftamped 
with  their  irifcriptions,  •  And  to  this  may  be  add- 
ed; the  report  of  another  author,  called  Roger  of 
Chefter,  in  his  •  Poly chron icon :  When  I  behold, 
faith   he,    the  ground-work   of  buildings  in   the 

Vol.  J.  CL  l\ve(l^^^ 
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ftreets,  laid  with  main  ftrong  huge  ftones,  ic  feegw 
cch,  that  it  has  been  founded  by  the  painful  la- 
bour of  Romans,  or  Giants,  rather  tlum  by  die 
induftry  of  Britons. 

The  fituation  of  the  city  is  not  the  leaft  mau 
ter  for  the  commendations  thereof,  which  made 
Lucian,  a  monk,  that  lived  near  the  time  of  the 
Norman  Conqueft,  to  write  thus :  Chefter  is  bu^k 
as  a  city,  the  fight  whereof  inviteth  and  allureth 
the  eye  •,  which  being  fituate  in  the  weft  part  of 
Britain,  was,  in  times  paft,  a  place  of  receijpt  for 
the  Legions,,  fent  from  altir  to  repofe  themlelveSy 
and  ferved  fufficiently  to  keep  the  keys,  as  I  may- 
fay,  of  Ireland,  for  the  Romans  to  preferve  the 
limits  of  their  empire.  For  being  oppofite  ta  thr 
north-eaft  part  of  Ireland,  it  opens  a  way  for  the? 
paffage  of  fhips  and  mariners  to  fpread  their  bi\\ 
paf&ng  not  oiten  only,  but  continually,  to  andfixxf^ 
as  alfo  for  the  commodities  of  fundry  forts  ofmeiy 
chandize.  Which  defcr;ption  I  find  thus,  com*, 
prifed  in  Cambden. 

Chefter  itfelf  is  a  place  of  refort  to  the  Iriih,  t- 
neighbour  to  the  Wellh,  and  plentifully  ferved 
with  corn  by  the  Engliih;  finely  feated,  withr 
gates  antiently  built,  approved  in  hard  anddaoge* 
rous  difficulties  ^  in  r^ard  of  the  river,  and  prodt 
pe6t  of  the  eye,  worthy,  according  to  the  ctc^  tO. 
be  called,  a  city  guarded  with  a  watch  oi  holy 
and  religious  men;  and,  through  the  mercy  of, 
our  Saviour,  always  fenc^  and  fortified  with  the 
merciful  affiftapce  of  the  Almighty. 

I  have  purpofely  here  omittxd  what  divei# 
writers  have  delivered  touching  other  naoies, 
which  thev  fay  this  city  hath  been  called  by,  fonne. 
•f  them  being  like,  originally,  to  thofe  afore-^ 
mentioned ;  and  fome  of  them  either  merely  bsur* 
barous  and  infignificant,  or  fantaftical  and  frivo*. 
louf ,  being  confcious  to  myfdf,  that  I  herein  ia- 
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^^ended  na  hiftorical  narration,  but  a  plain  topo- 
graphical defcription  of  this  noble  city  and  fhirc ; 
wherein,  notwithftanding  in  fuch  pafTagcs  as  fervc 
beft  for  the  illuftration  of  the  foundatbn  and 
worthy  efteem  of  the  fame,  where  the  hiftorical 
narmcions  of  my  authors  will  beft  exprefs  the 
truth  thereof,  I  hope  to  find  pardon  in  fuch 
recitals  •,  and  in  that  hope  will  crave  patience  for 
fomc  little  further  ftay  upon  the  ftate .  of  this  city 
ia  former  timtt,  before  we  come  to  the  prefent 
f^rvcy. 

We  find  that  the  fame  city  hath  had^  many  va- 
riable chan^,  fometimes  in  a  flourilhing,  and 
other  times  m  a  deprefled  condition;  yet  at  no 
time  brought  fo  low,  but,  by  God's  goodnefs  and 
mercy,  it  hath  again  recovered  all  loflcs*  and  im- 
peachments; which  plainly  appears,  as  well  in 
thofe  times  of  the  Roman  government  fpoken  of 
befbie,  as  more  efpeciaily  in  the  times  of  thofe 
variable  jurifdiftions  of  Saxons,  Danes,  and  Nor- 
mans, and  alfo  of  later  times. 

The  truth  whereof  will  be  manifefted  in  the 
next  part  of  our  defcription,  which  fhall  be  of  the 
walls;  for,  albeit,  much  may  be  found  in  antient 
relations,  beyond  the  mention  of  the  walling  of 
this,  or  any  other  city  in  this  kingdom,  except  the 
walls  of  turf,  or  earth,  before  the  invention  of 
ftone-walls ;  which  Mr.  Stowe  afcribeth  to  one 
Beitnet,  a  monk  of  Wirral,  atmo  680,  in  his 
Survey  of  London,  fol.  9.  Yet,  that  which  our 
writers  tell  us  of  our  cities  walling,  both  firft  and 
laft,  (hall  be  all  that  I  will  offer  to  my  reada-s  in 
this  kinfd,  and  that  in  their  own  words. 

The  walls  of  this  city  were  firft  built  by  Ma- 
rius,  Jcing  of  Briton,  who  reigned  about  the  year 
of  QtJt  Lord  73.  But  Ethelflcda,  that  noble  Mer- 
cian Lady,  about  the  year  908,  greatly  repaired 
and  ttthi^  -diis  city,  making  the  walls  thereof 


Q^  2  ^W5 


£Nffl 


ii6    THE     VALE-ROYAL 

anew,  and  compafling  in  the  cafUe,  which,  as  k 
fcemeth  before,  that  time  ftood  without  the  iiraUs  ^ 
all  which  the  fore-mentioned  monk,  Henry  Brad- 
fliaw,  thus  expreffcth: 

King  Marius^  a  Briton^  f^g^^S  /»  profperity^ 
In  the  weft  part  of  this  noble  region^ 
Amplified  and  walled  ftrongly  Chefter  city^ 
And  mightily  fortified  the  faid  foundation. 
Thus  each  author  holdeth  a  fever al  opimon^ 
This  Mar ius  flew  Readerick^  king  of  Pills  Land^ 
Calling  the  place  of  his  name  fFeftmorland. 
The  year  of  our  Lord  nine  hundred  and  eighty 
This  Ethelfleda^  Duchefsy  with  mickk  royalty 
Re-edified  Chefter^  ana  fortified  it  full  right  s 
Churcb'boufiy  andJVau^  decayed  piteoufly^ 
Thus  brought  into  ruin  was  Chefter  city. 
Firft  by  Ethelfridj  king  of  Northumberland, 
And  by  Banes^  North-fTales  vexing  ^  Ef^lani, 
Alfo^  fhe  enlarged  this  old  city 
With  new  mighty  walls  ftrong  aU  about ; 
Almoftj  by  proportion^  double  in  quantity. 
To  the  further  building  brought  without  doubt,, 
She  compaffed  in  caftle^  enemy  to  hold  out. 
Within  the /aid  walls^  to  defend  the  town, 
Jgainft  Dane  and  Wel/bmen,  to  drive  them  aUdowt^ 

bf  which  famous  lady  I  will  fay  fomewhat  fur^ 
ther,  though  it  be  with  lome  iteration;  and  imitate 
my  author,  in  profecuting  her  praifes,  and  will  re- 
late  that  ftory  which  feems  moft  pertinent  to  our 
purpofc. 

This  Ethelfleda  (faith  he),  after  the  death  of 
her  hulband  Ethelred,  governed  the  kingdom  of 
the  Mercians*  She  was  a  virtuous  and  a  valiant 
queen,  and  inclined  herfelf  to  do  good  in  the 
common-wealth:  She  repaired  Stafford,  War- 
wick,   Tamworth,     Shirfbury,    or    Shrewfbury^ 

and. 
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Md  built  up  new  Runcorn  and  Edcfbuiy.  She 
(lanQated  ine  body  of  St.  Ofwald,  king  and 
snartyr^  from  Bradney  to  Gloucefter,  where  fhc 
built  a  monaftcry,  in  the  honour  of  Stw  Peter, 
over  St,  Olwald's  body  •,  and  Ihe  was  there  buried, 
mnM  Dem.  919. 

My  author  proceeded!  further ;  and  Mr.  Stowe, 
it  feems,  followed  him  in  thefe  words,  in  his  Sum- 
mary, fol.  16.  Lcil,  the  fon  of  Brute,  Gredfhield, 
that  deftroyed  the  giant  out  of  his  land,,  being  a 
lover  of  peace,  in  his  time  built  Caerleil,  that  is 
now  called  Chefter;  the  firfl  founder  whereof, 
Jbith  Randal  Higden,  was  Leon  Gaur,  of  Nep- 
tune's progeny,  a  mighty  ifa-ong  giant,  who  built 
the  fame  city,  with  caves  and  walls  under  the 
ourth.  But  this  king  Leil,  of  whom  we  have 
ipoken  before,  was  founder  thereof,  with  pleafant 
buildings,  and  fair  houfes,  and  named  it  Caerleil : 
Since  that  time,  by  the  Romans  this  city  was  re- 
edified,  when  a  legion  of  Roman  knights  and  fol- 
diers  were  fent  thither,  and  by  them  named.  The 
city  of  Legions,  which  now  is  called  Ceftria,  of 
^#the  andent  buildings  with  vaults  and  towers,  each 
houie  like  a  caftle,  which  were  fometimes  of  great 
pleafure.  And  in  the  fame,  fol.  26.  he  I'aith, 
that  in  the  feventy-third  year  of  Chrift,  that 
Marius,  the  foa  of  Arviragus,  repaired,  walled, 
and  fortified  the  city  of  Caerleon,  now  called 
Chefter. 

And  fol,  37.  in  the  year  918,  Elfleda,  wife  to 
the  duke  of  Mercia,  repaired  Chefter,  with  other 
cities  and  towns ;  and  that  fhe  built  a  town  and 
caftle  in  the  north  end  of  Wales,  upon  the  river 
Mcrfcy,  that  is  called  Runcorn  ;  and  fhe  built  a 
bridge  over  Severn,  called  Brimft)erry  bridge : 
She  was,  as  is  before  faid,  a  great  repairer  of  Chef- 
ter ;  with  many  others,  whom  antient  Chronicles 
jdo  fptak  of»  as  Arviragus,  Marius,  and  others. 
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To  this,  let  me  now  add  that  which  was  cited 
&jt  of  the  Domes-day  book,  made  by  WtUiant 
the  Conquecor,  in  thefe  words,  by  Mr.  Cambdm  t 
**  The  earls  of  the  Nonnan  line  fortified  the  jOXf 
*^  of  Chefter  both  with  walb  and  caftle ;  for  «s 
^  the  bifhop  held  of  the  king  that  which  bdmig» 
^  ed  to  the  biibopric,  to  the  earls,  with  l&eir 
**  men,  held  of  the  king,  wholly,  all  the  icft  of 
^  the  city.  It  paid  gild  or  tribute  for  50  hides  % 
^  and  431  houfes  were  gildable,  and  7  miK- 
•*  matters." 

Afterwards,  when  the  king  himfelf  in  perfim 
came  thither,  every  carucata  yielded  unto  1i«a 
soo  lieftas,  and  one  ton  of  ale,  and  one  ni(ba  of 
butter ;  and  for  the  re-edification  of  the  wall^  and 
the  bridge,  the  provofi:  ^ave  warning  by  an^ift^ 
that  out  of  every  hide  m  the  county,  one  man 
ihould  come,  and  whofe  man  came  nor,  his  lord 
send  mafter  was  fined  in  40s.  to  the  king  ahd  the 
Earl. 

The  afore-mentioned  Marius,  faith  Grafton 
in  his  Abridgement,  did  fo  much  efteem  the  city 
of  Chefter,  that  he  repaired,  walled^  fortified,^* 
and  gn^atly  enlarged  the  fame-,  and  when  he 
had  reigned  there  fifty-three  years^  he  was  that 
buried. 

And  Pabian,  in  his  Chron.  page  5,  cap.  15, 
faith,  This  city  was  of  no  fmall  refpeft,  when  king 
Vortiger,  being  depofcd  from  his  kingdom,  and 
his  fon  Vorti^r  placed  in  his  {lead,  was,  during 
the  life  of  his  laid  ion,  kept  under  the  rule  of 
certain  tutors,  to  him  affigned  in  Caerkgion,  now 
called  Chefter ;  and  all  that  time  fo  demeaned 
himfelf  towards  his  fon,  both  in  counjfe}^  and 
otherwife,  that  thereby  he  got  the  love  of  the 
Britons ;  and  after  the  death  of  his  fon  Vbftiger, 
was  reftored  again  to  his  kingdom. 

In  HoUiiUheid's  Chronicte  cl  the  hift^iy  of 

Ireland, 
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Ireland,  it  is  laid,  that  the  Iriihmen  made  their 

2>pearance9  and  did  homage  unto  king  Arthur  at 
aerl^on,  now  called  Cl^cr.  And  Mr.  Fox, 
in  the  A&s  and  Monuments,  faith,  that  about  the 
fame  time,  this  city  was  a  place  of  great  account; 
and  that  both  grammar  an4  philofophy,  with  the 
tongues,  were  there  taught. 

What  we  find  iii  Mr.  Harding's  old  Chronicle, 
is  not  to  be  omitted,  concerning  a  parliament,  with 
coronation  of  fome  kings,  which  let  forth  the  dig« 
oicy  of  this  place ;  which  take  in  his  own  words. 

A  the  Jame  year  603  of  Chrift^s  incarmuion^ 
tbe  Briitms  all  did  fit  thdr  parliament 
Al  Caerleon^  by  good  information^ 
Caerlegio  Cbefter  bight ^  as  fome  men  meant ^ 
^bai  fFeft'CbejUr  is  come  of  intent^ 

Where  they  did  chufi  Cadwan  to  be  their  king^ 
Ja  defend  them  from  their  foes  warring. 

And  afterwatxis,  there  is  likewiie  mentioned  thue 
crowning  of  the  famous  Cadwal,  fon  of  the  faid 
king.  Cadwan,  at  this  city,  who  reigned  over  the 
Britons  fixty  years  after  the  death  of  Cadwan. 

•  Cadwal^  fon  of  king  Cadwan^  ^ 

4ft er  bis  father  b(^  reigned  thirteen  years ^ 
Was  crowned  at  Wefi-cbefier^  as  a  man 
Of  Britain^  alias  clearly  did  appear 
^heyear  of  Chriftftx  hundred,  and  is  clear  j 
That  reigned  as  well  Jixty  years  and  one^ 
Abonje  all  kings j  asfovereign  of  each  one. 

And  faith  alfo,  that  king  Ethelwolf  was  crown^ 
«d  at  Wcft-chefter,  in  moft  royal  manner,  and 
reigned  king  nineteen  years,  and  died  anno  Dom, 
Zsi'  Of  whom  one  Paris  Langtoft,  a  canon  of 
Bridlington,  faith  thus: 
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Etbelwalf^  of  Weji-fex^  after  his  father  dfd^ 

At  Cbefier  fet  his  parliament^  his  fubjells  there  to  U^ 

In  Polychronicon,  in  Johannes  Baleus,  in  Mn 
John  Seldcn,  and  in  almoft  all  the  writers  concern- 
ing the  dignity  of  Chcfter,  which  Mr.  Cambden 
alio  briefly  touchcth,  the  memory  of  king  Edgar's 
pompous  (hew,  made  at  Chefter  in  the  12th 
year  of  his  reign,  is  fpecially  recorded;  when  com- 
ing thither  after  his  conqueft  of  North- Wales, 
he  caufed  his  barge  to  be  rowed  by  eight  kings  upon 
the  river  Dee,  himfelf  fitting  at  the  helm  •,  which 
llory  I  have  chofen  to  fet  down,  for  the  plaineft 
way,  in  an  old  verfe,  which  I  find  tranflatcd  unto 
my  mind  thus : 

Edgar  England's  famous  ting y  of  nations  gnat  commander  j^ 
jihout  the  northern  Britijh  coajis  did pafs  the  feas  with  wonder  r 
JVith  navy  great ^  he  did  at  loft  the  city  of  Legions  cnter^ 
To  whom  eight  other  petty  kings ^  their  homage  there  did  tender. 

Thefir/i  of  them  was caltd^  and  king  of  Scots  was  tbeM^ 

And  Malcolm  of  Cumberland^  with  Macon  king  of  Man% 

The  other  five  were  called  thus South-Wales  ruling j 

SfrethandHuall^  hothofthem^  all  North-JFales  then  conmkmdmg: 
King  James,  a  man  of  great  renown,  did  Galloway  command^    . 
And  Inkily  then  a  famous  king,  did  rule  all  Cumberland, 
All  thefe,  at£dgar*s  high  command,  made  hafle,  and  then  didfiueenr 
To  ferve  him  truly  fea  and  land,  and  put  their  foes  in  fear. 
Thefe  all  at  once  a  barge  did  take,  where  Edgar  took  thehelm^ 
Andplacd  the  reji  at  oar  each  one,  he  being  thenfupreme^ 
Did  guide  hiscourfe,  the  rotving  hard  upon  the  river  Dee  ; 
Thereby  be  well  might  boajl  himfelf  the  Englifh  king  tobi. 
Thus  by  fo  many  under -kings,  which  he  had  then  ordair^d^ 
His  royal fiatc  and  dignity  with  honour  was  nuiintairidm 

Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  in  his  book  Itinerariuf, 
writcth,  that  Chefter,  about  the  time  of  the  con- 
queft,  was  etteemed  a  place  of  great  ftrcngth  and 
refuge ;  infomuch  that  Harold  the  king  having  rc- 
crivcvl  many  wounds,  and  loft  his  left  eye,  by  the 
fttroke  of  an  arrow,  in  the  Battle  with  William 
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the  conqueror,  duke  of  Normandy,  he  fled  from 
the  field,  and  went  to  Chefter,  \viicrc,  fome  fay^ 
he  lived  many  years  after  an  holy  lifc^  as  an 
anchorite,  in  the  cell  of  St.  James,-  near  St,  John's 
church,  and  there  ended  his  days,  tho'  the  hiftory 
be  indeed  doubted  by  fome  o^er  writers ;  and 
Policrhonic.  adds  thereunto,  that  when  the  death 
<lf  king  Harold  was  known  to  Edwin  and  Morca^ 
rius,  earls  of  Mercia  and  Northumberland,  they 
took  Agatha,  Harold's  wife,  arid  fent  her  to  ChtU 
ter,  lib.  7,  cap.  16^  and  alfo,  Ub.  6,  cap.  29.  And 
hereupon,  Fabian^  Chron.  par.  ^,  cap.  109,  foL 
46,  coUefbedi,  that  the  chy  oF  Chefler  was  eftcem- 
ed  a  city  of  great  fecurity  and  force. 

Caxton,  in  his  Chronicle,  6th  part,  cap.  78,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  Beauclerk,  rdateth  this,  that 
Hcnnr  the  IVth,  emperor  of  Germany,  married 
Maua  the  king  of  England's  daughter ;  and  that^ 
after  antrilfal  exile,  he  and  his  wife  both  died,  and 
were  buried  at  Chefter :  and  the  Polychron.  doth 
doubtfully  deliver  from  rqjort  of  others,  lib,  7^  cap. 
16,  that  this  Henry  the  IVth,  emperor  of  Germany^ 
was  buried  with  his  progenitors,  with  this  imperfeft 
epitaph,  Filius  hicj  pater  bicy  avus  hicj  Proavus  ja- 
set  ijth.  But  it  is  like,  faith  Mr.  Rogers^  that  it  is 
more  true,  v/hich  Gerald  faith  in  Itinerario  Walliae^ 
that  after  he  had  imprifoned  his  carnal  father^  and 
his  fpirieusd  father  the  pope,  with  his  cardinals,  af- 
ter that  he  was  reconcil^  and  exiled  hinifelf^ 
leaving  Maud  his  wife,  the  king  of  England's 
daughter,  and  lived  an  hermit's  life  at  Chefter  ten 
years,  where  he  might  live  fo  as  no  man  might 
know  him,  &c. 

And  thatafrerwardsat  his  death  he  confeffed  him- 
felf  to  be  that  fame  Henry  IVth,  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, whofe  fame  had  filled  not  only  Chefter, 
but  the  countries  beyond  the  feas. 

Many  like  notes  to  thcfe  do  offer  themfelves,  A 

Vol.  J.  R  ^^% 
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that  might  well  manifeft  the  dignities  and  account 
of  this  city  in  former  ages,  but  by  wading  further 
into  that  tea,  I  fhould  forget  my  intended  brevity : 
and  therefore  fome  of  them  being  moil  pertinent^ 
I  will  refer  to  be  fpoken  in  their  proper  places^ 
where  the  mention  of  the  earls,  and  other  occafions 
of  their  governors,  or  government  of  the  fame 
city,  will  give  opportunity.  And  now  I  will  dc» 
fcribe  the  fame,  as  it  is  at  this  day  in  our  view. 

The  city  of  Chefter  is  built  in  form  of  a  parallel* 
ogram,  the  longed  fides  running  north  and  fouth, 
inclofed  with  a  fair  ftone  wall,  high  and  ftrong  built, 
with  fair  battlements  on  all  the  four  fides  ^  and  with 
the  four  gates,  opening  to  the  four  winds ;  befides 
fome  pofterns,  and  many  feemly  towers,  in  apd 
upon  tlie  faid  walls.    The  four  gates  are,  the  Kail- 

fate,  the  North-gate,  the  Water-gate,  and  the 
ridgp-gate  :  Without  the  two  firft  of  thcfc  gates, 
namely,  the  Eafl  and  North  gates,  the  city  extends 
itfclf  in  its  fuburbs,  with  very  fair  flreets,  and 
the  fame  adorned  with  goodly  buildings,  both  of 
gentlemens  houfes,  and  :^ir  inns  fpr  entertainment 
of  all  reforts. 

And  the  Bridge-gate  opening  into  an  antient  part 
of  the  city,  beyond  the  water  over  the  bridge  -,  or 
rather  that  part  which  fome  fuppofe  was  once  the 
city  itfclf,  now  called  Handbridge ;  and  the  water- 
gate  only  leading  forth  to  the  river  Dee  ;  which 
river,  even  there,  fallsJnto  the  mouth  of  the  fea, 
having  firft  as  it  were  purpofely  turned  itfclf  afide^ 
to  leave  a  fine  fpacious  piece  of  ground  of  great 
pleafure  and  delight,  called  the  Rood-Eye  •,  for 
the  citizens  both  profit  and  repaft,  a  very  delight- 
ful  meadow  place,  ufed  for  a  cow  pafture  in  the 
fummer  time  •,  and  all  the  year  for  a  wholefomc  and 
pleafant  walk  by  the  fide  of  the  Dee,  and  for  re- 
creations of  fliooting,  bowling,  and  fuch  other 
c^erciles  as  are  performed  at  certain  times  by  men ; 

and 
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knd  by  running  horfes  in  prefence  of  the  mayor  of 
the  city,  and  his  brethren  ;  with,  fuch  other  lords, 
knights,  ladies,  and  gentlemen,  as  pleafe,  at  thofe 
times,  to  accompany  them  with  that  view. 

That  which  we  may  call  the  chiefeft  paffage  in- 
to the  city,  giving  entrance  to  all  comers  from  the 
moft  part  of  the  county  of  Chefter,  and  the  great 
roads  from  other  Ihires,  is  the  Eaft-gate,  a  goodly 
large  gate,  of  an  antient  fair  building,  with  a  tow- 
er upon  it,  containing  many  fair  rooms  within  it  * : 
At  which  we  begin  the  circuit  of  the  wall,  which 
from  that  gate,  northward,  extendeth  to  a  tower 
upon  the  faid  wall. 

Thefe  towers,  whereof  there  are  divers  upon 
the  faid  walls,  were,  as  I  fuppofe,  made  to  be 
watch-towers  in  the  day,  and  lodging  places  in 
the  night,  and  in  the  time  of  ftorms,  for  the  watch- 
men that  kept  watch  upon  the  walls,  in  thofe  times 
of  danger,  when  they  were  fo  often  befieged  by 
armies  of  enemies,  and  in  fuch  furprizes ;  thougn 
now  fomc  ef  them  be  converted  to  other  ufes. 

The  North-gate  of  the  city  is  a  reafonable  ftrong, 
fair  building,  and  ufed  for  the  priibn  of  the  city, 
in  the  charge  and  keeping  of  the  IherifFs  fucceflive- 
ly  from  year  to  year  •,  where  are  imprifoned,  as 
well  all  malefaftors  for  capital  offences,  taken  with- 
in  the  liberties  and  county  of  the  city  j  and  there 
receiving  their  trials  before  the  mayor  and  his  bre- 
thren, by  due  courfc  of  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land •,  as  alfo,  all  other  for  trefpaffcs,  mifclemeanors, 
and  other  caufes  whatfoever,  to  the  fame  prifons, 
by  the  magiftrates  of  the  city,  lawfully  committed-, 
ivhich   prifon  hath  always  one  fufBcient  well  re- 
puted keeper,  or  gaoler,  to   take  charge  of  all 
pTifoners  thither  brought  j  and  for  due  performance 
of  his  office  therein,  ftandeth  always  bound  to  the 

*  This  gate  and  tower  were  taken  down,  and  a  handfome 
elliptic  arch  crcfted  in  their  ftead,  in  the  year  1 769.  i 

R  2  ^^^ 
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ihcriffsof  the  city,  for  the  time  beii^  at  (heap- 
pointment  of  the  laid  fheriffs. 

From  the  North-gate,  ftill  weftward,  the  wall 
extended!  to  another  tower ;  and  from  thence  to 
the  turning  of  the  wall  fouthward,  at  which  cor- 
ner ftandeth  another  fine  turret,  called,  the  New* 
tower,  and  was  pitched  within  die  channel  of  Dee 
water ;  which  new  tower  was  built,  as  it  is  re- 
ported,  in  or  near  to  the  place  in  the  river,  which 
was  the  quay  whereunto  veflels  of  great  burden,  as 
weU  of  merchandize  as  others,  came  clofe  up  to; 
which  ma^  the  rather  feem  probable,  as  well  fag^  a 
deeper  foundation  of  ftonework,  yet  appcanog 
from  the  foot  of  that  tower,  reaching  a  good  dil^ 
tance  in  the  channel ;  as  alio  by  great  rings  of  iiaon^ 
here  and  there  faftened  in  the  fides  of  the  laid  tower, 
which  if  they  ferved  not  for  the  faftening  of  fuch 
velTels,  as  then  uied  to  approach  to  the  lame  quay, 
I  cannot  learn  what  other  ufe  they  Ihould  be£)r.   . 

From  this  corner  of  the  New-tower,  the  wall  go* 
edifouth  to  Water-gate;  which  gate  is  lefs  than  any 
of  the  other  three,  ferving  only  for  the  pafiagp  to 
the  Ropd-eye,  formerly  mentioned,  and  to  the 
bank  of  the  river,  where  are  brought  into  the  city 
all  fuch  commodities  as  coal,  fifh,  cor^,  and  other 
things ;  which  barks,  and  dther  fmall  ve&ls, 
bring  up  fo  far  upon  the  river  Dee  *. 

And  ftill  fouth  from  the  fame  Water-^ate,  icacfar 
eth  the  wall  in  a  ftraight  line,  before  it  hath  go^ 
ten  beyond  (he  caftle,  and  then  turns  itfelf  tdwanb 
the  eaft. 

From  that  turning  is  the  Bridge-gate,  fituate  at 
the  north-end  of  a  veiy  fair  and  ib^g  ftone-brk|ge^ 
with  another  fair  gate  a(  the  fouth-end  of  ic 

^  ^  Since  the  time  of  %hig  the  river  Dee  has  been  made  na» 
vignble,  by  virtue  of  two  A£b  of  Parliament  pafied  in  the  years 
17x3  and  1744»  at  the  ezpence  of  above  So^oool.  fo  that 
rtnSk  of  ^00  md  300  cons  JSoitfen  cim  navigate  up  to  the  dor. 

The 
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The  rivier  Dee  doth  here  incline  to  enlarge  it* 
ielf,  having  gotten  io  near  the  fea^  but  that  it  i& 
ibundly  girt  in  on  eith^  fide  with  huge  rocks  of 
liard  iitone,  which  reftrain  the  pride  of  its  force. 

This  Bridge-gate,  being  a  fair  ftrong  building  of 
idUf,  hath  of  lace  been  greatly  beaytified  by 
9  iiseBily  water-work  of  done,  built  fteq>k-wil^ 
by  the  ingenious  induftry  and  charge  of  a  late 
worthy  member  of  the  city,  John  Terer,  gent,  and 
luttji  ferved  ever  fince,  to  great  ufe,  &.r  the  convey- 
ins  of  the  river  water  from  the  ciftern,  in  the  top 
cc  that  work,  to  the  citizens  houies,  in  almofl: 
^  the  parts  of  the  city,  in  pipes  of  lead  and 
wood,  to  their  no  Ihiall  contentment  and  commo- 
ctity.     {_Npw  MQi  u/edfor  thai  furpafe.] 

The  wall  thence  continueth  along  the  riv^  fide 
eaftward,  to  another  remainder  of  a  turret,  and  thei^ 
turneth  itielf  northward ;  and  certain  paces  from 
thence  is  a  pofiern,  of  old  called  Woolfield-gate; 
but  of  later  times  named  Newgate,  which  in  the 
year  1609  was  augmented  and  adorned  with  a  fair 
ouildiog,  and  m^e  as  a  paflage  both  for  horfes 
and  carts  lerving  to  great  ufe  •,  and  for  a  more 
compendious  way  to  all  paflengers,  horfe,  foot, 
carta,  or  coaches,  which  either  defire  not  to  behold 
the  beauty  of  the  middle  ftreets  of  the  city,  or  de- 
l^t  not  to  be  fcen  of  many  eyes,  but  make  more 
fpeed  in  their  travel,  than  fome  dio :  and  from  this 
g^te,  our  wall  having  another  turret  now  unto  it, 
called  Wall-tower,  ftrctcheth  ftill  along,  till  it 
ineeteth  with  the  Bad-gate,  at  which  it  began. 

This  wall  is  fo  fairly  built  with  battlements  on  the 
OttCwardpart,  as  was  faid  before,  and  with  a  foot- 
pace, or  floor,  a  yard  or  four  feet  under  the  notch 
<3f  the  battlement,  that  you  may  go  round  about  the 
^Malls,  being  a  very  dek&able  walk,  feeding  the  eye, 
'^^n  one  fide,  with  the  fweet  gardens  and  fine  buildings 
^f  the  city  i  and  on-the  other  fide,  with  a  proijpedt  of 

many 
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many  miles  into  the  county  of  Cheftcr,  into  Wales, 
and  into  the  fea.  And  this  wall,  although  it  ferveth 
not  fo  much  in  thele  days  for  defence  and  fafcty 
againft  the  invafions  of  enemies,  and  dangers  df 
liege,  as  in  antient  times  it  did,  yet  have  the  citi- 
zens here,  by  continual  care  and  no  fmall  charge, 
maintained  the  fame  in  found  and  good  reparations, 
for  the  ornament,  credit,  and  eftimation  of  the 
city :  the  fpecial  care  whereof  belongeth  to  certain 
officers  yearly,  either  new  eleded,  or  confirmed, 
called  the  murengers,  being  ufually  of  the  moft  an^ 
tient  aldermen  of  the  faid  city,who  have  the  receipt 
of  thccuftoms  and  tolls  for  the  moft  part  of  the' city, 
efpecially  in  fbipping,  and  fea-matters;  out  of 
which  is  defrayed  the  charge  of  the  reparation  of  the 
wall  ^  and  that  toll  hath  been  allotted  to  this  very 
purpofe. 

I  find  this  record  in  the  year  14  Edward  11.  the 
cuftom  of  Murage  was  granted  to  this  city  fof 
two  years,  to  the  reparation  and  amendment  of  the 
walls  of  the  faid  city,  and  for  the  paving  of  the 
ftreets:  In  which  grant,  there  are  let  down  fome 
particulars,  which  are  to  be  paid  thus,  viz.  For 
every  cranock  of  all  kind  of  corn,  a  halfpenny ; 
and  of  all  meal  and  malt,  a  farthing.  And  for  what 
was  not  in  the  faid  grant  exprefled,  there  (hould  be 
paid  for  the  value  of  every  two  Ihillings  a  far- 
thing, which  was  two-pence-halfpenny  a  pound. 
But  of  thefe  cuftoms  and  tolls,  it  may  be,  we  Ihall 
have  more  occafion  to  fay  fomewhat  hereafter. 

Upon  the  fouth-fide  of  the  city,  near  unto  the 
faid  river  Dee,  arid  upon  a  high  bank,  or  rock  of 
ftone,  is  mounted  a  fl:rong  and  ftately  caftle,  round 
in  form  -,  the  bafe-court  likewife  enclofed  with  a 
circular  wall,  which,  to  this  day,  retaineth  one  tcf- 
timony  of  the  Romans  magnificence,  having  there- 
in a  fair  and  antient  fquare  tower ;  which,  by  tef- 
timoiiy  of  all  the  writers  I  have  hitherto  met  with, 

beareth 
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-  beareth  the  name  of  Julius  Caefar's  tower :  Befides 
which,  there  remain  yet  many  goodly  pieces  of 
building ;  whereof  one  of  them  contained!  all  fit 
and  commodious  rooms  for  the  lodging  and  ufe 
of  the  honourable  juftices  of  aifize,  twice  a  year. 
Another  part  is  a  goodly  hall,  where  the  court  of 
C(»nmon-pleas,  and  gaol-delivery;  and  alfo  the 
ihaiSs  ot  the  county's  court ;  with  other  bufinefs 
for  die  county  of  Chefter,  are  conftantly  kept  and 
holden :  And  is  a  place,  for  that  purpole,  of  fuch 
hic  and  comelinefs,  that  I  think  it  is  hardly  equal- 
led by  any  fhire-hall,  in  any  of  the  fhires  in 
England. 

And  then  next  unto  the  fouth-end  of  the  faid 
hall,  is  a  lefs,  but  fair,  neat,  and  convenient  hall, 
>irhcre  is  continually  holden  the  princefs  highnefs 
jnoft  honourable  Court  of  Exchequer  j  with  other 
rooms  fitly  appendant  thereunto  for  keeping  the 
records  or  that  court.  Within  the  precincts  of 
which  caftle  is  alfo  the  king's  prifon  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Chefter,  with  the  office  of  prothonotary. 
Convenient  rooms  for  the  dwelling  of  the  conlta- 
bles,  or  keepers  of  the  faid  caftle  and  gaol,  with 
divers  other  rooms  of  ftabling  and  other  ufes,  with 
afairdraw-wellof  water  in  the  middle  of  the  court; 
divers  fweet  and  dainty  orchards  and  gardens; 
bdide  much  of  the  antient  building,  for  want  of 
ufe,  is  fallen  to  ruin  and  decay.  And  which,  we 
may  well  conjedlure,  were  of  great  ftatelinefs,  and 

£eat  ufe,  confidering,  that  the  fame  caftle  was,  as 
reafter  will  appear,  the  palace  of  many  worthy 
princes,  who  kept  therein,  no  doubt,  great  and 
iplendid  retinues.  And  I  find,  that  the  caftle, 
aind  the  precinfts  thereof,  were  referved  out  of 
Cihat  charter  of  king  Henry  VII.  by  which  the  city 
>^as  made  a  county  of  itfelf ;  and  accordingly, 
-tmath  ever  fince  been  uled  for  the  king's  fervice  or 

die 
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the  county  of  Chdter,  and  dleemed  a  part  the 
and  not  of  the  county  of  the  city. 

To  ftcp  therefore  from  thence,  into  the 
diefbeets^  for  the  moft  part,  are  very  fair 
beautiful,  the  buildings  on  either  fide,  dpe 
towards  the  ftreets,  of  good  proportion,  and 
Matly  compoied ;  whether  ot  timber,  whereo 
mod  are  built  -,  or  of  ftone,  or  brick ;  and 
fingular  property  or  praife  to  this  city,  whet 
know  not  the  like  of  any  other,  though  the 
towards  the  (beet  fair  rooms,  both  fer  fbop^ 
dwelling  houfes,  to  which  there  is  ratheri 
fcent,  than  an  equal  height  with  the  floor  or  i 
ment  of  the  ftreet:  Yet  the  principal  dwa 
houfes  and  (hops  for  the  chiefeft  trades  are  mc 
ed  a  ftory  higher ;  and  before  the  doors  am 
tries,  a  continued  row  on  either  fide  the  II 
for  people  to  pafs  to  and  fro  all  along  the 
houles,  out  of  all  annoyance  of  rain,  or  other 
weather,  with  flairs  conveniently  built,  and  » 
maintained,  to  (tep  down  out  of  thofe  rot¥s 
the  open  ftreets,  almofl  at  every  fecond  houfe  5 
the  laid  rows  built  over  the  head,  with  fuc 
the  chambers  and  rooms,  for  the  moft  part 
the  beft  rooms  in  every  of  their  faid  houfes :  li 
manner  of  building,  howfbever  it  may  fcem  to 
had  banning  from  fome  other  caufc ;  yet,  inc 
approves  itfeli  to  be  of  moft  excellent  ufe,  bdfl 
dry  and  eafy  pafTage  of  all  forts  of  people  1 
their  necefTary  occafions ;  as  alfo,  for  the  fen 
away  of  all  or  the  moft  pafTengers  on  foot,  i 
the  paflage  of  the  ftreet,  amongft  laden  and  er 
carts,  loaded  and  travelling  horles,  lumbc 
coaches,  beer-carts,  beafts,  fheep^  fwine,  and 
annoyances,  which,  what  a  confufed  troubl 
makes  in  other  cities,  elpecially  where  great 
ring  is,  there  is  none  that  can  be  ignorant : 
ittty  1  not  let  pafs  what  I  find  to  be  conjeft 
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of  the  beginning  of  this  manner  of  building  with 
rows. 

It  is  not  only  apparent  by  the  writing  of  the  moft 
antient  concerning  the  city's  beginning,  but  alfo 
by  the  very  workmanfhip  of  thofe  parts  of  it, 
which  are  of  greateft  anticjuity,  that  at  the  firft  they 
partly  won  them  habitations  out  of  the  very  hard 
rock,  and  partly  by  their  own  induftrious  building 
artificially  with  (lone,  they  made  their  chiefeft 
abodes  rather  under  than  even  with  the  upper  face 
of  the  earth ;  a  proof  whereof  I  gather  from  daily 
reports,  which,  even  at  this  day,  many  of  the  ci« 
tizens  give  from  that  which  they  experimentally 
find,  that  have  occafion  to  dig  either  in  their 
hou&s,  gardens,  yards,  orchards,  or  in  the  Itreetft 
of  the  city,  meeting  with  huge  foundations  of 
ftone;  and  thofe,  for  the  moft  part,  artificially 
hewn  and  faftened  together. 

Now  we  may  well  think,  that  as  they  grew  in 
ftxength  and  force  able  to  defend  themfelves,  and 
in  time,  no  doubt,  enlarged  themfelves,  both  for 
more  faife,  and  more  pleafant  beings  ;  then  fet  they 
new  additions  upon  the  former  foundations,  which 
might  be  more  comfortable,  and  of  convenienter 
ufe  for  fi:rength,  for  health,  and  for  delight ;  and 
becaufe  their  conflicts  with  enemies  continued  a  long 
time,  it  was  needful  for  them  to  leave  a  fpace  be- 
fore the  doors  of  their  upper  buildings,  upon  which 
they  might  ftand  in  fafety  from  the  violence  of  their 
enemies  horfes,  and  withall  defend  their  houfes  from 
ipoil,  and  ftand  with  advantage  to  encounter  their 
enemies  when  they  made  incurfions. 

That  this  is  no  naked  aflertion  of  my  own,  I 
Confirm  it  by  that  which  Mr.  Rogers,  out  of  his 
reading,  hath  colleded  in  thefe  words : 

This  city,  which  in  time  of  war  in  this  kingdom 
'^^yas  a  place  of  great  refuge  and  fervice  far  before 
A^ales  was  fubdued,Cheftcr,  was  of  no  fmall  force 

Voh.  I.  S  to 
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to  keep  them  under.  And,  in  thofe  times,  many  oi 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city  did  build  rows  anc 
walks  before  their  houfes,  that  thereby,  when  th< 
enemy  entered,  they  might  avoid  the  dianger  of  the 
horiemen,  and  might  annoy  their  enemies,  as  they 
paflcd  through  the  ftreets. 

The  city  is  alfo  adorned  withmany  iineand decent 
churches,  there  being  within  the  walls  eight  parifh- 
es,  and  parifli-churches,  St.  Ofwald's,  or  Werbu^g 
St.  Peter's,  Trinity  Church,  St.  Martin's,  St  M». 
ry's,  St.  Olaye's,  St.  Michael's,  and  St.  firidgefSi 
And  117  the  fuburbs  without  the  walls,  St.  John  the 
gajgtiff ;  b^fides  little  St.  John,  without  the  North; 
g^te ;  all  which  churches,  or  the  moft  of  them,  ftk 
^y  are  of  a  very  antient,  fo  they  are  of  a  very 
coniely  building,  and  have  their  fituations  fo  in  th^ 
ppen  view  of  the  ftreets  wherein  they  ftand,  and  are 
fi>  well  maintained,  both  for  their  fit  and  decent-re- 
parations without,  and  their  clean  and  hi^dfbme 
keeping  Within,  that  they  are  fo  many  beautiful  or- 
naments to  the  city.  But  here  I  thus  pafs  by  theni^ 
until  by  coming  particularly  to  them  in  their  places, 
and  order,  I  mall  have  more  occafion  to  defcribi 
them. 

As  I  led  you  even  now  about  the  walls  of  the 
pty,  which  are  nearly  two  miles  round ;  fo  now  I  dew 
fire  you  would  be  acquainted  with  the  ftreets  and 
lanes  by  name ;  which,  methinks,  it  is  not  any  dX^ 
order  to  view  them  as  they  lie,  before  we  order  chen& 
in  their  feveral  wards,  or  parilhes,  as  we  purpoH^ 
forthwith. 

The  ftreets  are  principally  the  four  ftreets  nam-» 
cd  of  the  four  gates  which  open  to  them  all^ 
namely : 

1  The  Eaji'gdfe-Jireety 

2  The  North^gate-ftreet^ 

3  The  Bridgejireet^ 

4  Tbt  tVatcr-gate-Jireet^ 

Tq 
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To  thcfe  wc  reckon  for  ftreets, 

Tie  Fore^gate-ftreet^ 
.TbeftreetmtbatuNtnrtb'gate'Jlreet'^  or^ 
St.  JphCs-fireet^ 
Pepper^  or  Fepur-fireet^ 
Sl  Nuboku^eeL 

^  The  Eaft-g^te-ftr^ct  is  the  fair  ftrect  where  the 

^ity  opens  itlelf  to  the  eye,  as  foon  as  you  enter 

'Vfithin  the  Eaft-gate,  and  reacheth  in  a  ftraight  le- 

'-  V'ely  and  a  fi^r,  broad  ftreet,  beautified  with  rows, 

9jid  very  fine  buildings  on  bptb  fides  to  the  High- 

•  CTroft  at  St.  Peter's  church. 

The  North-gate-ftreet  beginneth  near  the  upper 

ijend  of  the  aforefaid  Eait-gate-ftreet,  turning  where 

the  milk-market  is  kept,  northward ;  which,  after 

lit  hath  led  you  to  the  Common-hall  of  pleas  of  the 

city,  it  then  fpacioufly  opens  itfelf  to  a  goodly 

cdrn-warket  place,  fituated  before  the  fair  gates  gf 

.the  antifcnt  and  famous  abbey,  and  now  ufed  for  the 

palace  of  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  this  dioccfs,  and  fine 

dwellings  of  the  reverend  dean  and  prebends  of  that 

foundation ;  having  alfo  in  the  midfl  of  that  com- 

'  market,  a  fine  ihambles  for  a  flefh-market,  lofted 

with  a  ftore-houfe  for  com,  and  other  commodities, 

'  as  occafion  ferves. 

From  thence  narrows  itfelf  again  to  the  North- 

gate,  on  the  one  fide  with  fair  houfes ;  and  the  o- 

■ifaer  with  the  wall  of  the  abbey. 

*  .The   Bri<^ge-gate-ftreet  likcwife  begins  at  the 

'.Bridge-gate,  and  afcendeth  leifurely  to  a  fair,  broad 

level,  which,  in  a  ftraight  line,  extends  itfelf  from 

ibuth  to  north,  even  up  to  the  High-Crols,  before- 

.  mentioned,  being,  in  the  upper  end  thereof,  for 

the  beauty  and  fituation,a  fpecial  part  of  the  comely 

fplendor  of  the  city,  andboafteth  itfelf  with  the  Ihew 

Df  four  or  five  of  the  churches,  crofs-conduit,  and 

S     ft  greateftj 
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grcatcft  traded  (hops,  very  fccmly  to  all  beholders*. 

The  Water-gatc-ftrcet  beginneth  at  the  Water- 
gate, and  fo  in  the  like  ftraight  line,  thou^  not  irs 
breadth  anfwerable  to  the  former,  yet  a  very  come- 
ly ilreet,  and  well  furnifhed  with  buildings,  botlm 
antient  and  new,  up  to  the  faid  High-Crofs. 

The  Fore-gate-ftreet  is  that  which  b^ns  at  your 
going  forth  of  the  Eailgate,  and  fo  reacheth  diirft- 
ly  eaft,  in  a  fair  continued  ftreet,  to  another  gate  of 
itone  called  the  Bars*;  without  which  the  liberties 
of  the  city  difperfe  themfelvcs  into  the  feveral  ways 
that  give  pafTages  into  many  counties. 

The  ftreet  without  the  North-gate  is  likewife  a 
fair  ftreet,  giving  paflTage  northward  towards  the 
fea-coaft,  and  reacheth  in  length  from  the  faid 
gate. 

Pepper,  or  Pepur-ftrcet,  which  I  judge  to  be  fo 
named,  as  many  ftreets  elfewhere  have  been,  by  fomc 
chief  inhabitant ;  I  will  no  otherwife  defcribc,  than 
they  have  ufually  defcribed  it,  who  are  loth  any  old 
tale  Ihould  be  loft,  though  the  matter  be  not  very 
weighty.  Thus  Pepper-ftreet  goeth  out  of  the 
Bridge-ftreet,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  St.  Michael's 
church,  and  butteth  on  Flefh-monger*s-lane  to 
Wolf-gate,  now  called  Newgate,  which  fometime 
had  a  hollow  grate,  with  a  bridge  for  horfe  and 
man  -,  and  it  butteth  upon  Sowter's-load,  and  St. 
John's-ftreet :  And  this  gate  was,  in  times  paft, 
clofed  up  and  fhut,  becaufe  a  young  man  ftole  a- 
way  a  Mayor  of  Chefter's  daughter,  through  the 
fame  gate,  as  ihe  was  playing  at  ball  with  other 
maids,  in  the  fummer  time,  in  repper-ftreet. 

St.  Nicholas-ftreet  being  an  ancient  neighbour  to 
the  feats  of  thofe  friars,  black,  white,  grey,  nuns, 
and  other  focieties,  which  had  none  of  the  leaft  re- 
fort  to  their  dwellings,  feems  to  have  been  in  thole 
days  of  greater  requeft  than  now  it  is,  though  it  be 
*  This  gate  was  removed  entirely  a  few  years  iincc. 

yet 
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yet  a  fecmly  paflage  from  the  Water-gate-ftreet,  near 
toTrinity  church,  andgoes  direfUy  alongby  St.  Mar- 
tin's churchy  and  by  the  nuns  wall  to  the  ftreer, 
iriiich  butts  upon  the  weft  end  of  the  Caftle-lane. 

Flcfti-mongers-lane*  meets  with  theeaft  end  of 
Pqjpcr-ftrcet,  and  thence  goeth  ftrait  up  to  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  Eaft-gate-ftreet :  the  name  of  it 
without  doubt  rifing  at  firft  either  from  the  dwel* 
lings,  or  clfc  from  the  fhops  of  that  neceffary  trade 
of  viftuaUers  of  the  city,  but  now  containeth  many 
iundfomc  dwellings  for  inhabitants  only.     Right 
over  againft  the  north  end  of  this  lane  lyes  another 
'ane  upon  the  other  fide  of  Eaft-gate-ftreet,  called 
St.  Wcrbui^h*s-lane,  the  paffage  out  of  the  fame 
ftrcct  into  the  church  of  Si.  Werburgh's  church- 
ward, and  to  the  minfter. 

Our  ancient  furveys  defcribe  two  other  lanes  on 

Ac  fame  fide  of  Eaft-gate-ftreet,  going  towards  the 

*fi)refaid  church-yard,  one  called  Peen-land,  and  the 

^^^ber  called  Godftall's-lane,  and  they  are  bounded 

t^  the  names  of  the  dwellers  in  the  tenements  next 

^O  them;    which  names,  together  with  the  lanes 

^licmfelves,  are  quite  worn  out  of  ufe,  but  the  places 

>f  here  they  were,  arc  now  the  foil  of  other  tenc- 

Uients.     Yet  let  me  not  omit  to  remember,  that  the 

fame  Godftall  or  Inodfcall-lane  was  fuppofed  to 

be  fo  called  of  that  emperor  of  Germany    that 

lived  here  in  this  city  a  very  holy  life,  but  unknown 

who  he  was,  till  afterwards  his  life  and  burial  in  the 

abbey  church  made  the  city  more  famous. 

A  little  without  the  Eaft-gate  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
that  ftrcct  turneth  down  a  fair  ftreet ;  though  our 
authors  have  left  it  but  the  name  of  a  lane,  and  called 
it  St,  John's-lane,  which  1  had  rather  defcribe  in 
my  author's  own  words,  becaufe  I  would  do  anti- 
quity all  the  right  I  can.  This  lane,  faith  he,  go- 
Cth  out  of  the  Fore-gate-ftreet  towards  the  church, 
*  Now  called  Ncwgatc-ftrccc. 

where 
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where  the  college  was.     And  in  an  old  written 
parchment  book  called  SanSfa  Prifca^  bcinjg  an  evi- 
dence belonging  to  the  dean  and  chapter  ofChcftef, 
there  is  mention  made  of  a  (treet  called  Iremongier- 
ftreet,  in  thefe  words.  Inter  terram^  qustfitU  ALe 
de  Paris,  et  terram  Hofpitii  Hofpitalis  SanOi  J^ban^ 
nis  \  and  from  that  at  the  comer  of  the  manfioa- 
place  of  the  petty-canons,  there  is  a  lane  after  the 
wall  of  the  church-yard,  and  it  is  named  The  Vi- 
cars-lane*, and  it  butteth  ujk)n  Barker's-lane  and 
Love-lane,  and  at  the  end  of  this  ftreet  there  gbedi 
a  way  down  to  the  water  of  Dee,  which  way  is  call- 
ed  the  Sowter's-load.     By  this  we  may  fee  what  al- 
terations the  time  and  the  chan^  of  the  placd^ 
which  were  members  of  thofe  foundations^  have 
made  both  in  ftreets  and  lanes.     For  as  the  fevcral 
parts  of  them  have  come  into  the  hands  and  pofli^- 
lions  of  other  owners,  they  have  turned  their  Ways 
and  lanes,  made  gardens  where  there  ftood  houfci; 
planted  orchards,  where  there  were  ftreets-,  laid  and 
built  houfes,  where  before  were  none;  in  regard 
whereof,  I  hold  it  the  fitteft  courfe  briefly  to  ihew 
what  other  lanes  are  now  in  ufe,  as  they  lye  ^  this 
prefent,  without  refpedt  of  former  names,  orantient 
ules. 

A  little  further  without  Eaft-gate,  on  the  north 
fide  of  Foregate-ftreet,  lyeth  the  lane  fometimes 
called  Coole*s-lane,now  Cow-lane,  which,  after  you 
have  gone  certain  paces,  opens  into  a  void  place, 
which  (for  what  realbn  I  find  not)  they  call  Hea- 
waldeLowe*,  where  they  ufually  keep  the  horfo-fair. 

And  about  the  midft  of  the  faid  ftreet  towards 
the  Bars  on  the  fouth  fide  lyeth  Love-lane,  abut- 
ting upon  the  end  of  Barker's-lane,  which  then  ihoot- 
elh  eaftward  towards  the  fields,  and  is  alfo  a  pafiage 
to  St.  John's  church. 

'  Immediately  without  the  Bars  turns  down  a  lant 
♦  Now  the  Gorfc-Stacb  and  Grcg's-Pit. 

called 
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called  Peene's-lane,  leading  fouchv^ard  towards  the 
river  Dee, 

And  not  much  further,  another  on  the  north  fid^ 
called  Star^-lane  [now  Horn-lane]^  that  opens  itlelf 
into  the  aforefaid  Henwalde  Lowe. 

In  the  North-gate-ftreet  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
abbey  is  a  turning  into  the  weft  end  of  the  minder; 
and  over  ^;ainft;  the  .abbey  gates,  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  corn-market,  is  theeaft  endof  Parfon's-lane, 
¥diich  butteth  upon  B^rward-ftreet. 

Nearer  to  the  North-gate,  on  the  fame  fide  lyeth 
Paih-lane  [fwu?  called  King'ftreet\  from  which  goeth 
another  towards  the  weft-wall  of  the  city,  called  Ox- 
IfaKiandf remit  towards  the North>gate is  Bagg-lane. 
*  Without  tht  North-gate  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
ftwt  is.  Dec-lane,  going  tow{^•ds  the  water-fide, 
and  out  of  that  turneth  northward,  another  lane  to* 
wards  the  Stonfe  bridge  that  leads  towards  Blacon. 

Upon  the  eaft-fide  of  the  Northgate-ftreet,  with- 
out tnc  gate,  turneth  Sandy-way  tpwards  Henwaldc 
I^owe,  and  out  of  that  turneth  Befifome-lane, 
towards  the  wind-mill. 

At  the  end  of  the  Northgate-ftreet  are  two  ways, 
<>pc  upon  the  eaft-fide  called  the  road  to  Upton  ; 
*tid  the  other  on  the  weft,  leading  to  Mollington. 
-  -The  Watergate-ftreet  hath  firft  upon  the  north- 
fide,  near  unto  St.  Peter's  church,  a  lane  called 
Sbrie-lane. 

And  upon  the  fame  fide  a  little  further  weft,  a 
**ne  callod  Gerrard's-lane  [now  Crook" s-lanel^  the 
'•tirth  end  of  it  touching  upon  Parfon's-lane. 

And  beneath,  juft  at  the  eaft-end  of  Trinity 
^hnrch,  there  lyes  Trinity-lane. 
-     And  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  faid  ftrcct  lyes 
*^^  Alban's-lane  [now  PFeaver^s-lane]^  which  butts 
•^FKm  Forfter-lane. 

An  old  lane  which  hath  fometimes  been  called 
^^iward-ftreet,  lyeth  at  the  lower  end  wettward  of 

Parfons- 
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"Parfons-lanc,  and  out  of  it  in  antient  time  went  a 
lane  to  St.  Chadd's  church,  how  ruined  and  gone^ 
called  Chadd's-lane,  and  from  that  church  there 
did  go  a  laneto  the  walls,  which  was  called  Dog-lane 

As  you  defcend  from  the  High-crofs  down  the 
Bridge-ftreet,  upon  the  wcft-fidc  lyes  a  lane  ancient- 
ly called  Norman's-lane,  and  many  yet  call  it  Com- 
mon-hall-lane, becaufe  it  was  fituate  at  a  great 
ball,  where  the  pleas  of  the  city,  and  the  courts 
thereof,  and  meetings  of  the  mayor  and  his  bre- 
thren were  once  holden,  and  it  joins  St.  Alban's* 
lane. 

More  foutherly  on  the  fame  fide  lyics  Poimfs-lane^ 
which  was  alfo  a  way  to  the  faid  Common-halL 

Beneath  which,  on  the  north-fide  of  St.  Bridget^ 
church,  you  enter  into  Forfter's-lane,  but  now 
commonly  called  White-Friars-lane,  and  toxichech 
upon  St.  Nicholas-ftreet. 

And  beneath  the  fame,  and  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  faid  church,  lyeth  Cupping-lane,  which  butteth 
upon  Nuns-lane,  and  out  of  the  midft  of  that 
goes  fouthward  Bunnes-lane,  which  butts  upon 
Caftle-lane. 

Ovcragainft  St.  01ave*s  church  lyeth  Caftle-lane, 
leading  to  the  cattle,  out  of  the  fouth-fide  of  which 
lyeth  another  lane  that  goeth  to  St.  Mary's  church. 

And  on  the  eaft-fide  of  Bridge-ftrcet,  by  St. 
01ave*s  churclv  lyeth  St.  Olave's-lane. 

Beneath  which,  on  the  fame  fide,  is  Clayton's, 
or  Claxton's-lane,  which  butts  upon  the  walls  of 
the  faid  city. 

And  on  the  other  fide,  over  againft  ClaytonV 
lane,  lies  away  out  of  the  Bridgc-ftreet,  that  leads 
to  St.  Mary's  church,  and  anciently,  alfo,  was  the 
way  to  Shipgate,  which  was  then  a  fair  gate  in  the 
wall,  belonging  to  the  ferry,  at  which,  before  the 
building  ot  the  bridge  over  the  Dec,  both  hoxie 
and  man  had  paflage  into  die  city. 

hlavii^ 
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Maving  thus  gone  through  the  ftreets  and  lanes, 
1    fiippole  it  will  be  objeded,  I  fhould  fet  down 
iomcwhat  of  the  churches,  how  antient  their  foun- 
d3.rions  arc,  in  part  mentioned  in  our  author,  and 
ho^w  they  have  continued  in  thde  days :  In  which 
defcription  I  have  had  a  great  defire,  that  as  Mr. 
Stowe,  and  his  fucceffors,  have  given  an  addition  to 
thofe  worthy  remembrances  of  many  famous  perfons 
in    former  and  later  times,  deceafed,  by   reciting 
their  fcveral  monuments,    tombs,   epitaphs,    and 
other  remembrances  of  their  lives  and  deaths,  as 
they  remain  in  the  churches  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter ;  fo  thofe  few  in  our  churches  both  of  the 
city  and  county,  which  either  fcarcely  remain  un- 
detaced,  or  are  like  to  fall  into  future  decay  by 
effluxion  of  a  few  years,  that  I  might  add  this  my 
poor  help  to  continue  their  memory.     Which  who 
knows  whether  it  may  not  be  a  more  lading  memo- 
rial for  them  than  thefe  other  monuments  that  arc 
fo  fubjedt  to  the  ruins  of  time,  old  age,  weather, 
duft,  the  worms,  and  rottennefs. 

Not  many  countries  in  the  Chriftian  world  can 

ft^ew  mor^antient  tokens  of  the  Chriftian  Faith  and 

true  fcrvice  of  God  than  this  nation  of  England, 

*a    all  our   beft  hiftorians  make  it  manifcft.     So 

within  this  kingdom  we  find  not  any  part  of  it 

'^ay  boaft  of  greater  antiquities  than  this  city  of 

^liefter,  in  which,  if  the  beft  authors  have  found 

^Vit  the  truth,  whom  our  beft  antiquary,  the  fore- 

'^amed  Bradfliaw,  monk,  of  this  cit}%  with  great 

^^re  and  faithfulncis  fearchcd  in  thole  matters  as 

'^lloweth  in  his  narrations,  wlierein  appcareth,  that 

f'^^  Chriftian  Faith  and  Baptilm  came  into  Cheftcr 

i*^   king  Lucius's  time,  a  king  of  the  Britons,  which 

*^     within  Ici's  than  140  years  of  the  futTcrings  of 

^Vir  faviour  Chrift,  and  that  then  a  church  w;is  here 

*^  xailt,  and  at  that  time  called  by  the  name  of  St.  Peter 

^*^d  Paul ;  and  this  church,  faith  he,  in  the  life  of 

Vol.  I  T  St^ 
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St.  Werburg,  lib.  2.  cap.  3,  was  the  mcrher  ch 
and  burial  place  to  all  Chcfter,  and  ieven  i 
about  Cliefter,  and  fo  continued  ior  the  Ipac 
300  years  and  more. 

But  then  after,  as  appeareth  in  the  fame  au 
Elfleda,  that  noble  lady,  daughter  to  king  All 
filler  to  kins  Edward  fenior,  wife  to  Ethc 
king  of  the  Mercians,  altered  the  name  of 
church  from  Peter  and  Paul,  to  Trinity  an< 
Ofwald,  and  this  alteration  was  by  the  general 
fent  of  the  duke  and  fpiritualty,  yet  fo,  as  nc 
ihould  be  either  to  the  memory  of  thofe  pa 
(fo  they  called  the  faints  of  whom  churches  in 
foundations  were  appointed  to  receive  their  nai 
or  to  the  upholding  of  devotion  ;  for  an< 
church  \yas  loon  built  in  the  midft  of  the 
called  by  the  fame  name  of  Peter  and  Paul,  v 
now  is  called  St.  Peter's  only :  hear  this*  ij 
verfe : 

yl/:J  the  cld  thurcb  of  Peter  and  Paul, 
By  a  general  confciit  of  the  fpiritualty. 
With  the  help  of  the  duke  moft  principal, 
IViis  tranfialcd  to  the  'midft  of  the  faid  city^ 
IVhere  apariftj  church  zvas  edified  truly. 
In  the  honour  of  the  apoftles  twain. 
Which  froall for  ever  ly  grace  divine  remain. 

A  Difcourfe  of  the  Foundciiion  and  Endoni 
of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Werburg's  in  Chi 
JVritten  bv  N.  N. 


T 


OUCHING    the  original   foundation 
monaftery  in   this   place,  there  is  not 
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thin^  that  I  have  fecn  firom  our  hiftorinns^   or  re^ 
''Cords,  which  may  make  a  pcricft  dJfcoveiy  there- 
of:   But  by    circumrcnncf,  I   do  conclude,  that 
Wulpherus,  king  of  the  Mcixiari!^,  v/ho  Hourinied 
about  the  year  otChrift  660,  j5crcei\irg  his  daup;h- 
tcr  Wcrburg   much  difpoled   to  a  rciig-'ous  life, 
caufcd  her  to  be  veiled  ;  and  firll-  built  it  for  her, 
and  fuch  other  pious  ladies,  who  rcfolved  to  dedi- 
cate their  lives  to  the  lervice  of  God  therein  :  for 
William  of  Malmfbury,  an  ancient  author,  and  of 
great   credit,  fpeaking  of  this  devout   virgin  St. 
Werburg,  faith.  That  fhe  was  buried  at  Chcfter, 
in    the  monaftery   there   afterwards '  rc-cdilied  by 
carl  Hugh. 

Neither  doth  the  charter  of  king  Edgar  import 
Icfs  than  that  the  abbey  here  v.'as  of  great  anti- 
quity J  for  it  appears,  that  he,  for  the  health 
of  his  foul,  as  alfo  for  tlie  fouls  of  king  Ed* 
tnund  his  father,  king  AthelRan  (his  uncle)j 
and  other  his  anccftors,  gave  /v/w/7f  famili^e  Deo 
cmnipoienti  in  honore  [antlijjim.t^  fe7nperq\  Virgin 
^s  Werburga?,  in  loco  q?fi  dicitur  [Nunc  Ceftria^ 
Leiaceftric^  ajjidue  militaiiii^  eiglneen  houi'es  fituate 
m  the  town  of  Hodefrid,  Cer,faul,  1  Iiintingdon, 
Huxton,  Efton,  rjidBain-,  wh(?ie  chaiter  bears 
date  in  the  year  858. 

After  which,  viz.  in  the  time  of  king  ]\iv/?rd 
the  Confeflbr,  the  famous  Leofrick,  il'en  eail  of 
^crcia,  not  only  enrici-eJ  it  with  the  grant  tliere- 
to  of  fair  poficfTions,  but  repaired  t!ie  b  r^.inj^s 
fhereof,  whicli  either  by  time,  or  other  accidents, 
^'^clined  to  decay. 

How  long  it  continued  a  ^.^'Tl:llltry  <  .  nuns  (ior 
™ch  they  were  at  firlt)  1  caniioi  take  r.pon  me  ro 
*^y>  having  no  certain  information  thereof  Irom 
^^y  good  authority;  but  do  conclude,  that  it  was 
*^  till  towards  the  Norman  conqueft  •,  and  then  it 
fccnig  canons   fecular  were  placed  in   their  (lead, 

T  2  Vvhich 
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which  remained  therein,  till  that  Hugh,  earl  ol 
Chefter,  in  the  6th  year  of  king  William  Rufui 
(who  being  a  near  kinfman  to  king  William  thi 
Firft,  and  advanced  to  this  earlilom  about  thefourti 
year  of  his  reign,  when  he  grew  into  years  difpo 
led  himfelf  to  feveral  works  of  piety,  as  his  muei 
ficcnce  to  the  monaftery  of  Bec^  and  the  founda 
ticn  of  St.  Scverus,  both  in  Normandy,  do  well  wit 
ncfs\  h^ian  the  foundation  of  a  new  one  fo 
nvHiks  of  St.  Bennet's  order  in  this  place,  havin] 
procured  Anielm,  abbot  of  Bee,  before  fpecified 
to  come  over  into  this  realm,  chiefly  for  the  ordes 
ing  of  that  great  work  ;  which  being  accordingl; 
performed,  one  Richard,  a  monk  of  Bcc,  an 
chaplain  to  the  faid  Anfelm,  was  by  him  firft  io 
ftituted  abbot  here. 

How  large  and  plentiful  an  endowment  it  hai 
by  the  munificence  of  this  earl,  and  Ermentrud 
his  countefs,  I  lliall  here  briefly  obferve  from  hi 
original  charter,  viz.  the  manors  of  Ynes,  Salthonc 
Sutton,  Cheveleie,  Huntingdon,  Bodhon,  Wcvcrc 
fham,  Crofton,  Trocford,  Clifton,  Efton,  Wifdleth 
Hodflei,  Weapre,  with  the  half  of  Rabbi,  an< 
and  the  third  part  of  Weflron,  the  third  part  o 
Salchale,  and  the  third  part  of  Staneie,  the  half  o 
Leche,  the  third  part  of  Bcrwardflei,  Sotewic 
with  one  carucate  of  the  land  in  Pulford. 

In  the  city  of  Chefter,  of  his  own  demefne,  h 
gave  thereunto  all  the  ftreet  from  the  Northgatc  t 
the  church,  and  a  mill  at  the  Bridge. 

In  Anglefey  likewife  two'manors,  one  in  Rhos 
and  one  in  Wirrall,  called  Erberie.  In  Lindfey  to 
ox- gangs ;  after  the  dcceafe  of  himfelf  and  hi 
countefs,  Wefton,  in  Derbyfhire  -,  and  for  the  pre 
fent  the  tithe  of  that  manor,  with  the  church  c 
Fiion,  and  two  carucates  of  land :  as  alfo  th 
tithes  o(  corn  and  every  thing  elfe  titheable  in  hi 
nuaon  of  Etthon,  Frodiham,  Wevertfham,  JLecli 

Rocceftrc 
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Hoeccftrc,  Harding»  Colcfhul,  Biflbpeftred,  Up- 
pctune,  Campeden,  and  Eaftham  ;  with  the  tithe 
of  fifli  in  Frodfham,  and  Rodelcnt.  And  in  An- 
gfcfey,  not  only  the  tithe  of  his  demenfe,  but  of 
the  filhing-boats  there,  and  all  other  his  waters  -, 
with  the  like  tithe  of  his  fifhitig  in  Etthon,  as  alfo 
wpoti  th«  river  Dee,  with  one  boat  freely  to  be  ufcd 
there. 

Xo  thcfc  ample  conccffions,  he  likewife  added 
the  tithes  of  his  mills  in  Dcneford,  and  of  all 
other  things  titheable  there,  with  liberty  to  each  of  , 
his  principal  barons  to  give  c.  s.  per  annimi  land 
thereto  -,  and  to  all  others,  as  much  as  they  were 
•bie  or  willing  to  beftow  :  And  further,  that  all  his 
barons  and  knights  might  difpofe  of  their  bodies  to 
fcpulture  therein,  and  give  the  third  part  of  their 
SOods  thereto ;  granting  the  like  liberty  to  all  his^ 
burgeffes  and  freemen.  And  to  this  charter  was 
the  faid  Anfelm  (then  newly  advanced  to  the  arch- 
bifhoprick  of  Canterbury)  a  witnefs,  together  with 
^ervey  (bifhop  of  Bangor),  fevcral  monks,  and 
divers  eminent  perfons. 

Of  his  barons  (which  were  the  next  benefaftors 
^J^ereto,  in  order  of  time),  William  Malbanck 
S^ve  the  lordftiip  of  Whitby,  the  third  part  of 
^^t^npre,  the  church  and  tithes  of  Tattenhall,  a  falt- 
*^Ovife  in  Wiche,  and  two  ox-gangs  of  land,  with 
^He  tithes  of  Salchale,  Claiton,  and  Yraduc. 

^  Hobert  Fitz-Hugh,  the  chapel  of  Crinftentune, 

^^^^h  the  land  thereto  belonging ;  as  alfo  a  mill, 

^'^cl  other  lands  thcrd,  a  falt-houfc,  in  Fulewich, 

^^o  houfes  in  Chefter,  and  certain  lands  in  Bote- 

^'^^tuneftan. 

m  ^    ^n  Loftock,  Hugh  Filius  Normanni,  and  Ralph, 
^*2^    brother,  gave  all  their  lands,   with  the  church 
5^^  glebe  of  Cotintune ;  and  likewife  the  tithes  of 
^  ^.t  villagep  and  of  Lay. 

Richard  i 
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Richard  de  Vernon,  the  tithes  of  Efconc^  and 
Pichtone. 

Richard  de  RuUos,  tiie  church  and  tithes  of 
Wavcrton,  Etthon  and  Clutton,  with  the  mill  of 
Glutton. 

Billeheld,  the  wife  of  Baldric  us,  gave  Pecfortunc. 
Ralph  Venator,  three  carucates  of  land  in  Brox* 
ton.     Hugh  de  Mara,  Redclive. 

Neither  did  the  faid  earl  Hugh  yet  ftay  his  hand ; 
but  after  thofe  other  grants  here  recited,  conferred 
on  them  the  tithe  of  C  alders  :  which  grant,  Rober- 
tus  Filius  Serlonis  confirmed,  when  that  lordihip 
was  given  to  him. 

Ot  Storton  and  Gravelbire  did  he  alfo  give  the 
tithes,  which  Nigel  de  Burceio,  when  he  came  to 
poflefs  them,  confirmed  •,  adding  of  his  own  gift 
eight  ox-gangs,  in  Gravefiri. 

In  Woodcl'iurch,  Ralph,  the  fun  of  Ermiwin, 
and  Claricia  his  wife,  gave  certain  lands  with  the 
tithes  of  Bcrtcfton  in  Wirrall,  Werneftonc,  and 
Wifchesfield ;  as  alio,  of  all  his  mares,  in  what 
place  focvcr,  and  what  clfc  could  be  tithed. 

Robert  de  Fremouz  gave  Fidclveftan.  Walche- 
line,  the  nephew  of  Walter  de  Vernon,  certain  lands 
in  Nefle,  with  the  whole  tithes  of  Prellon  in  I^cvc- 
defliam,  and  the  third  part  of  his  and  his  wifc'i 
goods. 

Seward  ga^'-e  the  chapel  of  Bevington,  with  four 
ox-gangs,  and  the  tithes  of  the  lordfhip-,  fo  like- 
wiie  the  tithes  of  Bromhale,  and  Walej,  Maynes, 
Wefton,  and  Willne  j  and  after  tlie  death  of  him- 
felf  and  his  wife,  the  tenth  of  all  their  fubltance  in 
Chclhire  and  Maynes. 

Gilbert  de  Venables  the  tithes  of  Eftbury,  with 
the  half  of  the  woods  and  plains,  and  all  things  elfe 
belonging  to  Neobold. 

Geoffer)  de  Sartes,  his  tithes  in  Withtricheftunc. 

Richard 
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"Richard  de  Mefnilwarin,  the  tithes  of  Blachenot, 
of  corn,  fifh,  and  all  other  things  titheable. 
"Salter  de  Vernon,  the  tithes  of  his  mares. 
And  laftly,  the  faid  earl  continuing  his  wonted 
bounty  thereto,  added,  not  only  the  grant  of  fifh- 
ing  with  one  boat  and  ten  nets  in  Anglclea,  but 
gave  them  the  toll  and  all  the  profits  of  the  fair  at 
the   feaft  of  St.   Werburg,  for  three   days ;    ap- 
pointing that  for  all  forfeitures  in  the  faid  fair,  tri- 
al Ihould  be  in  the  court  of  St.  V/erburg,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  monks  :  To  the  honour  of  which 
iaint  he  likewife  granted,  that  whatloever  thief  or 
other  malefactor  came  to  the  folemnity,  fliould  not 
be  attached  while  he  continued  in  the  faid  fair,  ex- 
cept he  committed  a  new  oiVl-ncc  th^*ro. 

Which  fpecial  privilege,  as,  in  tracl  of  time,  it 
drew  an  extraordinary  conilucncc   of  loofe  people 
thither  at  that  feafon,  fo  happened  it  to  be  of  fin- 
gu-lar  advantaG;e  to  one  of  the  fucccedina;  earls  : 
i'or  being  at  Rodelent-Caltle,  in  Wales,  and  there 
l>ffieged  by  a  power  of  the  Wclfh  •,  at  fuch  a  ti^ne 
^^     was    relieved    rather    by  their    number    than 
ftrength,  under  the  conduft  of  Robert  de  Lacy, 
^onltable  of  Chefter,  who,  with  pipers,  and  other 
forts  of  minllrels,  drew  them  forth,  and  marching 
towards  the  caftle,  put  the  Wellh   in  fuch  terror, 
•tna.t:  they  prelenily  fled.     In  memory   of  which 
'^^table  exploit,  that  famous  meeting  of  fuch  min- 
ft^els  hath  been  duly  continued  at  every  Midliim- 
'^^ir  fair ;  at  which  time,  the  liclr  of  Hugh  de  Dur- 
^^^^  accompartied  with  divers  gentlemen,  having  a 
P^J^non  of  his  arms  borne  before  hini  by  one  of  the 
P^'^ricipal   minllrels,  v/ho  alio  weareth   liis  furcoat, 
■fi^ft  rideth  up  to  tlie  Eaft:^ate  of  the  city  •,  and  there 
'^^vifing  proclamation  to  be  m.:de,  tiiat  all  the  mu- 
rici^ri5  and  minllrels  within  the  county  palatine  of 
Chefter,  do  approach  and  play  before  him  :     Pre- 
fcntrly^  fp  attended,  he  ridcch  to  St.  John's  church  ; 

and, 
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and,  having  heard  folenui  fervice,  procccdcth  u 
the  place  for  the  keeping  of  his  court ;  where  tb 
fteward  having  called  every  nninitrd,  impanellethu 
jury  and  giv^th  his  charge:  Firft,  to  enquire  of  an] 
treafon  againfl  the  king  or  prince  (as  earl  of  Chef 
ter).  Secondly,  whether  any  man  of  that  proficf 
fion  hath  exercifed  his  inftrument  without  liceno 
from  the  lord  of  that  court,  or  what  mifdemeanou: 
he  is  guilty  of.  And,  Thirdly,  whether  they  bm 
heard  any  langus^  amongft  their  fellows,  tendinf 
to  die  difhonour  of  their  lord  and  patron  (the  hci 
of  Dutton),  which  {>rivilege  was  antiendy  fc 
granted  by  John  de  Lacy,  conftable  of  Chefter 
Ion  and  heir  to  the  before  fpecified  Roger,  uno 
Hugh  de  Dutton,  and  his  heirs,  by  a  fpecial  char 
ter,  in  thefe  words,  viz.  Magifiratum  omnium  lecca 
torum  £s?  meretricum  totius  Cejierjhiri^^  and  had 
been  thus  exercifed  time  out  of  mind. 

But  I  return  to  earl  Hugh,  the  pious  founder  o 
this  great  monaftery,whofeaffe6lion  thereto  was  fuch 
and  devotion  fo  great  towards  his  latter  end,  tha 
three  days  before  his  death  he  caufed  himfelf  to  b 
fliornea  monk  therein  •,  and  fo  departing  the  world  th 
6th  Cal.  of  Auguft,  anno  iioi,  i  Henry  I.  Id 
iffue  Richard,  who  fucceeding  him  in  the  earldon 
of  Chefter,  nqt  only  confirmed  his  fathe;-'s  grant 
to  this  abbey,  but  added  the  gift  of  certain  land 
fituated  without  the  North-gate  of  the  city,  whercc 
he  gave  poffeflion  to  the  monks :  Firft,  by  an  ca 
of  wheat  offered  upon  the  altar ;  and  afterwards  b; 
a  knife :  as  alfo  the  mill,  called  Bache,  and  thrc 
houfes,  two  within  the  city,  and  one  without :  i 
whofe  time,  William  his  conftable  gave  them  Nov 
ton,  with  the  fervice  of  Hugh  Fil.  Udardi,  £c 
four  ox-gangs,  and  of  Withibernus  for  two.  Hug 
Fitz-Norman,  the  lordfhips  of  Gofetre  and  Lau 
trcne.    Richard  de  Praers^  Cenodtrinc*    Corbir 

on< 
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one  carucate  of  land  in  Werewelte.  Hammond 
de  ^Nlacjr,  the  lordfhip  of  Norwardine,  with  the 
church.  Roger  de  Melinguarin,  Plumley,  with 
Gay  his  fon,  whom  he  then  made  a  monk.  Ra- 
nulph  Venator,  Bradford,  with  a  ftk-houfe  in 
Narthwich.  Burel,  the  church  of  Holywell,  with 
the  tithes  of  his  mill,  and  all  his  fubftance.  Hc- 
rcbert  Wcambafarius,  a  plough-land  of  four  oxen 
in  I-iole.  Richard  Butler,  the  church  of  St. 
Olave,  arid  two  houfes  in  the  market-place.  Ro- 
ger de  St.  Martin,  a  plough-land  of  two  oxen  in 
Bcbintone.  William  de  Punterleya,  the  lordfhip 
of  Buttanari,  with  the  church  •,  as  alfo  Leftone- 
wood  for  fuel.  And  Hugh  de  Vernon,  one  houfe 
in  the  city.  All  which  the  faid  earl  Richard  con- 
firmed ;  further  adding,  the  tenth  falmon  taken  at 
the  bridge,  with  the  place  for  a  mill  below  the 
bridge,  and  the  tithe  of  his  mill  above  it ;  al- 
lowing them  the  privilege  to  hold  plea  of  all 
things  in  their  court,  as  fully  as  lie  the  faid  earl 
did  in  his  ;  and  that  they  fhould  not  be  implead- 
^  'for  any  thing  out  of  their  own  court  -,  whofe 
charter  bears  date,  at  Gratram,  in  the  year  1 119, 
19  Henry  L 

/Qy  the  fucceeding  earls,  and  in  their  time,  were 
given  as  follows,  viz.  by  Ranulph,  furnamed 
Mcfchines,  when  he  tranflated  the  body  of  his 
Uncle,  earl  Hugh,  before  fpecified,  out  of  the 
^hurch-yard  into  the  chapter-houfe,  the  lordfhip 
^^  Upton,  for  the  health  of  the  faid  earl's  foul ; 
^^  alio  of  his  own  and  his  ancellors  fouls. 

By  William  Mefchines,  brother  to  this  earl,  the 
^liurch  of  Diflard.  By  Mathcw  de  Ruelant,  the 
^^  lurch  of  Turftemftone,  Simon  his  brother  being 
^^n  made  a  monk.  By  Hugh  Fitz  Ofborne,  one 
^M)ufe  in  Chefter,  with  a  meadow  called  Kingfey. 
^^y  Sweyne  dc  Wetcnhale,  two  ox-gangs  of  land 
Vol.  I.  U  in 
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ia  Wetcnhale,  by  his  fon*s  conlent,  at  which  tinw 
he  was  alio  fhorn  a  monk. 

By  Richard  de  Cruce,  a  houfe  in  the  Bridge 
ftreet,  with  part  of  his  lands  in  Morcetone,  whci 
he  refolved  to  be  a  monk. 

By  Lettice  de  Malpas,  a  houfe  near  Clippe 
gate. 

And  by  William  Fitz  Andrew,  a  large  ihop  ir 
the  market-place. 

To  the  lalt  mentioned  earl,  fucceeded  Ranulpl 
his  fon  and  heir ;  who  granted,  that  the  fairs  anc 
markets  fhould  be  kept  before  the  gate  of  thei 
monaftery,  with  feveral  privileges  and  advantages 
adding  alfo  the  tenth  part  of  all  his  rents  in  tin 
city,  with  the  tithes  of  his  mills  throughout  al 
Chefliire,  and  likewife  of  that  at  Leec ;  And  ij 
recompence  of  fome  damage  which  he  had  done  t( 
this  monaftery,  wherewith  he  was  touched  with  grea 
compundlion,  gave,  laftly,  thereto,  the  lordfliip 
of  liftham  and  Bruneburgh  in  perpetual  alms. 

By  Richard  de  Rullos  had  they  the  grant  o: 
Grenefby  in  Wirral,  and  divers  other  lands  fron 
fundry  private  perfons,  the  mention  whereof,  foi 
brevity,  I  omit ;  wherewith,  being  fo  plentiful!] 
enriched,  about  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III 
they   rebuilt  their   church. 

And  thus  in  great  glory,  as  the  greateft  orna- 
ment  of  this  city,  and  the  parts  thereabouts,  flxxx 
this  opuleht  monaftery,  till  the  30th  year  of  th 
reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  that  all  the  grca 
houfes  went  to  wreck,  and  that  by  a  public  inftru 
rnent,  the  then  abbot  and  his  convent  furrendera 
it  to  the  king ;  who  thereupon,  of  the  fix  nc^ 
bilhopricks  then  made,  conftituted  one  in  this  place 
defigning  the  buildings  of  the  abbey  for  the  bifhop* 
palace,  and  the  conventual  church  for  his  cathe 
dral,  wherein  were  inftituted  a  dean  and  fecula 

canons 
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canons.     By  whrrh  means  the  ancient  title   that 

the  V>ifliops  of  Coventry  and  Litchfield,  while  they 

rcfidcd  here  (this  being  within  the  dioccls),  had 

w^-i  became  again  to  be  revived.     Th?^  extent  of 

this  bifhopric,  partly  taken  out  of  Coventry  and 

Litchfield,    and    partly    out    of   Yorl;,    reached 

through   this  and  the  County   Palatine  of  Lan-' 

cafter,  and  fo  much  of  York  as  is  called  Rich- 

m^ndihire. 

But  before  this  alteration,  it  is  not  impertinent 
to  fet  down  what  the  fame  author  writes  in  another 
place,  and  what  collections  out  of  him  I  find  re- 
corded as  follows  : 

jilfo  WT  may  note,  holding  good  opinion^ 

This  lady  Elfleda  of  her  charity 

Of  the  faid  Mother-churchy  tranflated  the  -patron^ 

Caufed  the  faid  oratory  reconciled  to  be^ 

h  the  honour  of  the  mofi  hleffed  Trinity ; 

And  of  St.  Ofwald  martyr  and  king^ 

For  the  love  fhe  had  to  him  continuing. 

^^  The  faid  Elfleda  perfuaded  Ethelred,  her  huf- 
'^^nd,  to  ereft  a  minder  in  the  aforelaid  church, 
^^  the  honour  of  St,  Werburg,  and  at  the  fame 
^^xne  were  fpiritual  minillers,  lecular  canons,  and 
t^^rbends,  placed  in  the  faid  minder. 

The  faid  St.  Werburg,  of  whom  this   minder 

*^^  the  name,  was  a  virgin  and  a  great  princefs, 

^^ughter  to  Wulferus  king  of  Mcrcia-,  her  mo- 

^W.cr*s  name  was  Erminilda,  who  as  it  lliould  feem 

^'^^  fitter,  or  brother's  wife,  to  the  aforelaid  Plthel- 

*"^^d.     And  fo  virtuoufly   dirpollxi  was   lins    lady 

^^erburg,  that  die  cared  for  no  worldly  honours, 

^\at  gave   herfelf  to  godly  and  holy  contcmpla- 

^K)ns,    and  caufed  to  be  made  many  memorable 

foundations  in  her  lifetime.     S!ie  had  che  com- 

U  2  nuiid 
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mand  over  four  monafteries,  namely,  Wecdon, 
Trentham,  Repton,  and  Hambury,  In  her  ten- 
der age  (he  was  profefled  under  Audria,  hci 
aunt,  at  Elie;  fhe  lived  much  at  Weedon,  fb 
died  at  Trentham,  and  was  firft  buried  at  Ham 
bury  -,  and  was  twice  tranflated,  firft  from  Trcn 
tham  to  Hambury,  about  the  year  708,  remaining 
there  above  100  years ;  and  afterwards  fron 
thence  to  Chefter,  for  fear  of  the  fpoils  and  out 
rages  of  the  Danes,  about  the  year  875.  Lib.  2 
cap.  2.  of  the  life  of  St.  Werburg. 

And  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  that  book  h 
faith,  her  fhrine  was  placed  in  the  mother-cKurc 
of  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  which  church  is  now  th 
church  of  St.  Ofwald  and  St.  Werburg  only* 

In  the  mbft  probable  guefs,  by  view  of  all  th 
monuments  at  that  church  at  this  prefent  tinriCj 
can  affirm  nothing  for  certaint)*-,  either  of  the  mat 
ter  of  her  flirine,  or  place  where  it  flood ;  an 
yet  am  loth  to  be  fo  incredulous,  as  not  to  be 
lieve  them  who  think  that  one  good  part  of  it  i 
there  feen ;  whether  in  the  place  where  it  ftoo 
firft,  which  I  think  not,  or  removed  to  the  plac 
where  now,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  choir,  on  th 
right  hand,  it  ferves  to  be  a  fupporter  to  a  fa: 
pew,  erefted  for  the  Lord  fiilhop  of  the  diocefs  t 
fit  to  hear  the  pi-eacher  of  the  weekly  lecture,  tl 
pulpit  being  oppofite  to  it  on  the  other  fide. 

I  omit  much  of  that  which  my  authors  hci 
give  me  occafion  to  write,  touching  the  many  a 
terations  and  augmentations  of  this  church  an 
monaftery,  being  not  fo  pertinent  to  the  purpofe 
undertook ;  and,  therefore,  following  them 
word  or  two  further  for  finding  out,  as  far  : 
they  difcover  it,  the  beginning  of  fome  other  < 
the  churches,  I  will,  with  our  intended  brevit] 
defcribc  thefe  churches  in  their  prefent  condition. 

Ti 
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The  next  in  time  to  thij  mother-chtirch,  the 
crhurch  of  Saint  John,  without  the  walls  of  the 
crity,  may  juftly  claim  to  be  eftcemed,  which  an 
auicient  author  affirms  to  have  been  founded  in 
che  year  689,  in  thcfe  plain  words : 

The  year  of  grace  fix  hundred  fourfctfri  niney 
As  faith  my  author ^  a  Britcn^  Giraldus^ 
King  Etbelred  minding  moft  the  blifs  of  heaven j 
Edited  a  college  church,  notable  and  famous , 
In  the  fuhurhs  of  Chefter,  pleafant  and  beauteous , 
In  the  honour  of  God  and  the  Baptift  St.  John, 
fVith  the  help  ofbifhop  Wulffice  and  good  exhortation. 

.  I  will  not  fupprefs  that  which  they  further 
■^rritc  of  this  foundation^  which  being  either 
^Krue,  or  a  thing  fuppofed,  fhall,  for  me,  fpeak 
=^r  itfelf. 

^^ng  Etbelred  J  minding  to  build  a  church,  was  told. 
That  where  he  fhould  fee  a  white  hind,  there  he 
Jhould  build  a  church  ;  which  bind  he  faw  in  the 
place  where  St.  Johtfs  church  now  fiandetb ;  and 
in  remembrance  whereof,  his  piilure  was  placed  in 
the  wall  of  the  faid  church,  which  yet  ftandeth  on 
the  fide  of  the  fieeple  towards  the  weft,  having  a 
white  hind  in  his  hand. 

And,  to  omit  fome  other  fuppofitions  either  of 
fcfs,  or  of  no  moment  at  all,  worthy  the  trouble 
of  my  readers,  I  comprehend  the  beginning  of  the 
other  churches,  with  a  conclufion  in  my  lliid  author's 
own  words,  thus :  After  this  many  pariffj  churches 
were  built  in  Cheficr.  And  he  after  addeth :  In  the 
time  of  Offa  king  of  the  Mercians,  who  died  anno 
Dom.  797,  divers  parifh  churches  were  ereSled  in 
Cbefter.     Which  he  fhutteth  up  in  this  metre : 

Churches 
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Churches  were  edified  "jcith  fervent  devotion^ 
Infundry  places  of  the  faid  town. 

To  wade  no  further,  therefore,  into  the  times 
of  the  foundations  of  our  churches,  wherein  I 
might  fpend  a  great  deal  of  unprofitable  difcourfe^ 
both  in  the  doubtful  collections  ot  other  men,  and 
ungrounded  conjeftures  of  my  own  framing, 
which  the  reader  would  happiljr  think  time  ill  bc- 
ftowed  updn,  I  will  only  deicribe  the  fame  churches 
as  now  we  find  them. 

For  the  firft  of  them,  which  is  the  minfter, 
which  hath,  as  you  may  partly  gather,  already  re- 
ceived many  alterations,  augmentations,  and 
changes.  It  is  now  in  this  manner :  The  whole 
body  makes  (as  many  of  your  ancient  models  of 
churches  do)  the  form  of  a  crofs,  the  ftecjple 
being  in  the  middle  jun6tu re  of  the  crofs,  as  like- 
wife  we  fee  to  be  the  fafhion  of  the  great  church 
of  St.  Paul  in  London  j  in  the  furthcft  end  of  the 
fame,  eaflward,  it  is  enlarged  into  a  fine  fquarc 
chapel,  for  fo  it  hath  been  called,  by  the  name  of 
our  Lady's  Chapel,  adorned  with  a  fair  window 
to  the  eait,  of  very  curious  workmanlhip  in  glafs, 
which  hath  been  the  ftory  of  the  blefled  Virgin, 
her  defcent  from  the  loins  of  Jefle,  in  the  line  of 
David ;  though  now,  through  injury  of  time  and 
v/eather,  the  fame  ftory  is  much  blcmiflied. 

Hie  ciiapel  itlclt',  long  fince  converted  to  be 
the  place  ot  the  confiftory  court  of  the  faid  lord 
bifhop  of  this  diocefs,  which  that  it  was  fo  even 
in  the  days  of  queen  Mary,  the  proof  is  yet  in  the 
memories  of  fome  \  bccaufe  in  that  place  Dodor 
George  Coates,  then  bifhop  of  Cherter,  gave  fcn- 
tcnce  of  condemnation  againft  George  Marfli,  a 
blefled  martyr  and  fuflerer  for  Chrift's  truth,  and 
burned  to  afhes  in  Chefter,  anno  Dom.  1555. 

The 


O  F    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  151 

The  choir  irfelf  is  moft  finely  beautified,  firft: 
over  the  entry  thereof,  with  a  moft  Itately  gallery, 
furniftied  with  a  very  Seep  and  tuneable  organ, 
ferving  for  the  daily  church-mufic  at  divine  ler- 
vicre ;  and  then,  on  either  fide,  with  very  fine  feats 
or  Calls^  with  falling  benches,  for  the  lord  bifhop, 
the  reverend  dean,  the  chaplains,  prebends,  cho- 
rifters,  and  others,  on  a  fide,  and  adorned  with 
fair  and  curious  carved  work  ;  and  of  as  excellent 
proportion,  as  almoft  is  poflible  to  be  made  by 
the  hands  of  workmen. 

IMany  have  been  the  monuments  of  burials  with- 
in \.he  faid  choir,  whereof  time  hath  devoured  the 
mermory  •,  and  want  of  care  in  former  ages  to  pre- 
feirve  their  infcriptions  hath  ebfcured  thtm.    There 
only  remains  now  ot  that  ihrine  of  St.  W  erburg  for- 
merly mentioned,  one  fair  ilone  in   the  middle  of 
the  church,  where  was   htcly  buried  one  Wvorthy 
bifliop  of  the  fame  diocefs,  called  bifiiop  Down- 
iiarn,  the  father  of  thofe  well  deferving  fons,  of 
whom  we  cannot  with  fuflicient  reverend  eilima- 
tion  make  mention,  Gejorge,  the  now  lord  biftiop 
^f    Londonderry,   in  Ireland,    and   John   Down- 
hrnan,  bachelor  of  divinity  ;  a  moft  painful  and 
It^arncd  writer  of  many  excellent  works  of  the  true 
^'Ui  found  practical  knowledge  of  found  religion. 
P^pon  a  plate  of  brafs  on  their  faid  father's  tomb, 
^  this  infcription  : 

Culielmi  Downhayn  ter  fex  qui  claruit  annos 
J^raful^  in  hoc  tumulo  flebile  corpus  inejl. 
JBis  triginta  et  fex  vixily  vixijfet  et  uUra^ 
^J^ltorum  pojjiint  ft  valuijfe  prec:s  : 
Jnftgnis  pietate  Pater ^  Holame-i  cmicis^ 
^auperibus  Jiri£ia  7ton  fnit  ille  7naK'u. 


1577,  Decemb.  o^tio. 


Near 
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Ncftr  unto  that  iloiie&s  zaoAer  alabafter 
with  a  plate  inicribcd  udoq,  being  £or<bei 
jof  the  Loal  Biihop  Lipyd  of  latd  years : 

bmaiura  mars  hoc  cmubtfii  fiffdcbn  car  C 
Ucydj  CMJMS  memmsm  rsveteim^  djhia.  A 
fiiit  Camkr^  tJmiMtime  Cmuakr.  tbubgi^i 
iheol^^nm  duUnry  Sodam^  fr^ifmt  u  | 
Epifc&pMtm^  fuinptemo  pr^eSus  paffp.  « 
ji^gMa  npeiiit  priimj  a  d^mUa  ^  fim  I 
patufCefirenfis^  uhi^  undedm  mifibus  nan  Jh 
oBis  d$lorum  ek^,  fuuiquagefimo  fuinio 
fiLtsMOj  €t  prima  die  mi9^  ^^i^^^j  mmo 
2615,  UaimaiuSj  lacrimandus  Mit. 

Necpfidit  viU^  nee  pugei  merHs. 

And  in  the  eaft  end,  towards  the  fouth  i 
the  fame  choir,  on  a  fair  brafs  plate,  is  mcp 
cd  the  burial  of  a  late  famous  civilian,  £ 
Jo.  Lloyd,  in  thefe  words : 

Hie  jacee  Johamies  Ldoyd,  Cambr9^Britan$tta^ 
doSioTj  per  40  amws  advocstus  in  Cur.  Cm 
de  Areubus  London  y  uni  cum  Elizabetbs^ 
fiuiy '  cbnriffima  filia  TbonLo  Piggof  de  Du 
Hall  in  Cam.  Buck,  aniiqiue  noSUuais  jhn 
it  EliTMbetba  Nepte  et  Francifcd  illomm 
uxore  Davidis  Tale  legum  doffare.    BiSa  i 
betba  uxor  oHk  12  Dec.  1590.    Elizabetiei 
tismortun  eft  4  OH.  1591.    PradiBus  J^ 
vixit  annas  74,  in  Deum  religiefus^  in  omnesjt 
quibus  potuity  prafwt\  nemini  nocuit\  tandem 
univerfa  camis  i^ejfus  eft^  20  Feb.  1607 
Anglic. 

On  the  fame  fide,  at  the  door  going  forth  ( 
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choir  into  the  fouth  ile,  is  buried  a  late  preaclier 
of  this  city ;  he  was  chaplain  to  the  Lord  Bilhop 
Geo.  Lloyd  afore-mentioned,  with  this  memory 
upon  his  Itone  : 

Conditur  hoc  tumulo  Thomas  cognomine  Shutus ; 

^i  docuit  verum  religionis  iter. 
Cbriftus  in  ore  fuit^  Ch^ftum  pia  vita  fonabat  j 

Cujus  in  exequiis  Ceftria  tota  gemit. 
^riftis  abejto  dolor  virtuti  \  gratulor  illi^ 

Ncn  mundo  vivit^  vivil  at  ille  Deo. 

Obiit  9  Feb.  i6iy. 

TJpon  the  other  fide  of  the  choir,  at  the  upper 
**<J>  is  thus  infcribed  : 

^^^evnari^e  faerie  pia  matrons  Katberina  Ellis  fepult. 

Jb^c  infra^  19  Dec.  anno  Dom.  16 15.   ^etatis  fua 

85.  Pofuit  hoc  pietatis  ergo  D.  E.  fiUus  def unfile 

^Jbariffimus^   ^edis  bujus  cathedraUs  Cejirenf,  vice- 

^i^canus. 

^uod  Atofttca  matri  pins  yiuguftinuSf  id  ipfe 

Debebam  merito^  mater  amande^  tibi. 
f^ivens  alma  mihi  nutrix  j  morienfq^  magiftra^ 

Sacra  docens  foboli  fpUndida  jura  Dei. 
2\4ater  eras  dudum^  foror  es^  fiierify\  fodalis^ 

CamCj  fidcy  ccelo ;  Candida^  chara^  pia. 
Mors  tua  lucra  tibi^  quiafaSta  es  f anguine  Chrijli^ 

Pura  fonat  nomenjic  Katherina  tuum. 
Det  Deus  excelfo  citb  conveniamus  Olympo^ 

Sit  brevis  ifia  dieSy  cert  a  Jit  ilia  quies. 

In  the  fouth  ile  of  the  faid  choir,  in  the  wall 
thereof,  divers  ancient  burials  have  their  tombs 
;utificially  made  within  the  wall,  arched  over  in 

Vol.  L  X  the 
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tlie  GutnCf  but  either  without  iiifcriptioiis^  or  fuA 
as  hf  continuance  are  quite  worn  out. 

And  upon  theother  fide  of  that  ile»  is^  a  fldr 
fquaie  tomh  of  alabafter,  without  ihfcriptkm  ai% 
but  believed  to  be  that  Emppror^s  tomb,  Hcwr 
IV.  of  wliom  we  made  meniaon-  before ;  wliSbh 
tomb,  as  it'  now  ftand^,,  thoi^  it  carries  Apt  a 
ihew  of  'ib.g;reat  antiquity  as  mm  the  time  a#  his 
death,  yet  that  lets  not  but  it  may  be  hir  momh. 
ment,  repaired  either  once,  or  <^!ener,  by  odien, 
for  thS  memory  of  fuch  a  famous  perfon ;  or  ktp^ 
pily  his  body  removed  from  ibme  other  place  to 
that,  after  ibme  alteration  of  the  church's  build- 
ing. 

In  the  fjpaoe  betwixt  the  choir  and  coiifif)]oiy» 
are  divers  fair  grave-ftones,  whcftof  feB»  htM 
had  piftures,  plates  of  brafs,  and  borders  aboat^ 
which  have  either  been  of  bifliops,orabbot8,  orodiii 
fkmous  men ;  hui  through  the  injuries  of  i(AM^  or 
of  light -fingers,  all  the  plates,  pifhires,  and  bor- 
ders are  gone. 

One  late  monument  there  is  of  Sir  George  Be- 
verley, knight,  a  parifhioner  of  St.  Werburg  pa- 
rifh,  his  coat-armour  there  fixed,  and  this  writing 
upon  his  grave-ftone : 

Here 

In  the  north  ile,  behind  the  choir,  lie  buried 
many  of  the  petty  canons,  and  others  that  have 
been  members  of  the  minfter,  with  others ;  but 
few  of  their  infcriptions  are  now  to  be  feen. 

The  body  of  that  church,  from  the  body  to  the 
weft-end,  is  a  very  fair,  fpacious,  and  ftately  edi- 
fice, diftinguifhed  into  a  broad  middle  ile,  and  two 
kflcr  lies  on  either  fide :  Though  many  burials 
have  been  in  it,  yet  the  memories  of  them,  for 
the  moft  part,  are  all  obfcured.    Amongft  which 

it 
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it  were  to  be  wiQied,  that  the  furviving  friends  of 
a  famous  abbot  of  that  abbey,  Simon  Ripley,  who 
died  about  the  year  1492,  had  better  recorded  the 
memory  of  him,  having  been  a  great  benefaccor  of 
that  houfe,    and    a    bountiful    repairer   of   that 
church  i  as  by  the  letters  of  his  name,  yet  appear- 
ing on  the  pillars  of  the  great  ile,  is  manifeft  : 
Which   two  letters  are  now  a  better  monument 
for  him,   than  that  which,   in  thofe  days,   they 
thought  would  be  a  lading  remembrance,  painting 
his  effigies  only  upon  the  wall  of  the  lower  end  of 
the  choir,  and  fome  verfes  under  the  fame ;  but 
now  both  pifture  and  words  are  fo  defaced  with 
^e,  that  we  canno't  well  record  them. 

In  the  middle  of  the  broad  ile  is  the  coat-ar- 
iiiour  of  a  late  worthy  citizen,  and  three  marble- 
ftones,  placed  with  thefe  infcriptions  : 
^.    Jtiere  Utth  the  body  of  John  Rat  cliffy  fenior^  fome- 
Miwu  mayor  ofibis€ity\  who  died  the  2yth  of 
June^  anno  Dom.  1610,  being  of  age  80  years 
€U  his  death. 
^.     Jiere  lieth  the  body  of  John  RatcUff^  fon  of  John 
^aScUff^  the  younger y  aldermany  who  died  the  gtb 
0)fjune^  anno  Dom.  1609. 
3*      -Mere  lieth   the  body  of  Margaret^  firji  wife  of 
John  Ratcliffy  the  elder,  late  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Chejier  •,  which  Margaret  deceafed  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1577.     And  of  Margaret^  fecond  wife 
of  the  faid  Jchn^  who  departed  in  the  year  1601, 
and  of  Alice ^  daughter  of  the  faid  John^  lot e  wife 
to  Richard  Drjhurft^  iron-n-onger  \  who  died  in 
the  year  1597.     And  of  Elizabeth^  daughter  of 
Thomas  JVerden,  fometime  fberiff  of  thf'^  faid  city, 
thefrft  wife  of  John  Ratcliff  the  youngr,\  fon  of 
the  faid  John  Ratcliff,  and  late  fL:  iff  of  :be  fame 
city  ;  winch  Elizabeth  left  this  life  in  the  year  of 
OUT  redemption  1601. 

X  2  Lately, 
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Lately,  the  lower  end  of  that  ile  is  graced  wil 
the  b^inning  of  fuch  a  monument  as  may,  t:^*^ 
our  poiterity,  be  of  more  fame  and  worth  than  a  ^^^ 
the  reft  in  this  ancient  fabrick,  if  either  the  Riglrr'A^ 
Reverend  Father,  Doftor  John  Bridgeman,  th.^r:i^o 
now  Lord  Bifhop,  or  his  fuccefTors,  do  finifh  thas^  -^^ 
preaching  place  which  his  lordfhip  hath  alread;^-td^ 
D^un^  with  the  eredbion  of  as  fair  a  pulpit  a^tz^o^ 
carved  work  in  wainfcot,  as  I  have  any  whcrpr-m-=r 
feen  •,  and  if  ever  it  be  accomplifhed  with  convc-  ^^-"^ 
nient  pews,  and  provifions  for  the  auditors,  as  iiM,  i 
already  for  the  preacher,  it  is  like  to  be  a  moIF^*^ 
ftatcly  place  for  the  public  fermons  of  the  city^^^y 
and  an  ornament  to  the  whole  diocefs.  And,  n"  f=^^' 
no  doubt  his  lordfhip  was  moved  to  this  intend-  -fc^d- 
ment,  by  beholding  the  frequency  and  great  con-  Mm-^ 
currence  of  the  people  to  the  public  fermone-^^* 
here;  and  how  they  are  ftraightened  in  th^^^ 
churches  in  our  great  affemblies;  fo  that  after- ^^- 
ages  fliall  have  caufe  to  praile  the  God  of  HcaYer~^-  ^^ 
for  his  lordlhip*s  godly  care  •,  who  feems  to  be  per-  -' 
fuaded  fuch  goodly  fpacious  buildings  of  our  fore- 
fathers Ihould  not  ferve  only  for  idle  walks  for 
our  feet,  and  gazing  objefts  for  our  eyes,  but  for 
the  fervice  of  the  great  King  of  heaven  and  earth; 
to  whom,  all  places  of  decency  and  convenicncy 
fhould,  by  all  means,  be  employed  or  dedicated 
in  one  degree  or  another. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  body  of  the  niinfier, 
out  of  the  north-quarter,  is  the  entrance  into  the 
place  now  ufed,  and  fo  named,  by  the  name  of 
the  chapter-houfe,  and  fpecially  ferving  for  the 
dean  and  chapter,  appropriated  and  fitted  for  the 
meetings  and  bufmefles  of  that  fociety. 

And  this  piece  of  building,  of  all  others, 
within  the  precinft  of  that  foundation,  (heweth 
the  moft  venerable  face  of  antiquity,  both  for  the 

moft 
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moft  ancient  fafhion  of  vaulting  over-head,  and 
of  open  walls  in  the  infide,  diitinguilhed  with  fuch 
partitions,  as  whether  they  were  at  the  firft  in- 
fended  to  be  ftalls  for of  men,  or  images  of 

God ;  or  whether  it  was  fome  imitation  of  the 
manner  of  Jewifh  fynagogucs,  as  fome,  upon  what 
grounds  1  know  not,  do  fuppofe  -,  it  is  moft  cer- 
tain, it  is  as  old  a  faftiion  for  building  with  ftone, 
^  I  think  can  be  flicwn  in  any  place  that  hath 
flxxxl  in  its  own  native  form,  without  alteration  or 
reparation  :  And,  if  I  be  truly  informed,  fome  of 
the  moft  approved  antiquarians  of  this  realm,  who 
have  come  to  this  city,  that  have  furveyed  the  an- 
cient monuments  here,  have  confefTed,  that  they 
neither  had  read  of  the  firft  original  of  this  man- 
ner of  building,  neither  had  they  fcen  any  pjeccs 
that  had  (hewed  more  probability  of  ancient  con- 
tinuance. It  is  alfo  fuppofed,  and  indeed  moft 
likely,  that  many  of  thole  famous  and  renowned 
carls  of  Chefter  have  been  buried  in  this  place, 
though  there  appear  no  proofs  thereof  by  monu- 
ments ;  whereof,  it  may  be,  there  were  but  few 
crefted,  or  elfe  not  well  preferved ;  only,  there 
are  fome  grave-ftones  on  the  floor  thereof,  and 
one  of  them  of  a  very  ancient  manner  of  mak- 
ing, with  an  infcription  about  the  border  of  it, 
fhat 

On  the  fame  fide  of  the  church  likewife  are 
fcveral  entrances  into  the  cloyfters,  that  lead  in- 
to the  feveral  parts  of  the  abbey,  which  are  ma- 
ny, and  now  are  dil'parted  to  ievcral  ulcs  and 
employments;  the  principal  part  of  the  whole 
being  allotted  unto  a  fair  and  ample  palace  for 
the  lord  biftiop,  who  hath  a  fair  and  convenient 
refidence  therein  for  himfelf  and  his  retinue.  Ano- 
ther part,  proportionally  fitted  for  the  dean  there, 

with 
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with  his  attendants  ;  and,  in  like  manner^  for  all 
the  prebends,  canons,  the  free-fchool,  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  houfe,  and  other  needful  ufes ;  to  all 
which  the  foundation  hath  yielded  fufficient 
room  J  bclides,  much  of  it,  for  want  of  employ- 
ment, is  gone  to  ruin. 

The  chief  entrance  into  which  abbey  is  out  of 
the  Northgate-ftrcet,  where  the  corn-market  is 
kept ;  the  fair  gates  whereof  enter  into  a  great 
i'quare  court,  and  the  feveral  buildings  of  the 
houfe,  on  all  the  four  fides,  make  it  a  place  that 
gives  the  eye  a  good  contentment ;  and  may  fhew 
the  devotion  of  thofc  former  ages,  that  provided 
all  the  (latelieft  and  fightlieft  habitations  tor  thole 
monks  and  friars,  that  then  had  the  pleafure  and 
the  profit  of  the  bell  entertainment  that  could  be 
made  for  them ;  which  they  lofing,  through  their 
idle  and  unworthy  demerits,  have  left  to  be  fince* 
employed  to  better  ufes. 

The  fouth-end  of  the  model  of  the  minfter,  as 
we  faid,  is  that  part  of  it,  which  either  had   been 
tJie  fabric  itfelf,  or  elfe  the  place  of  the  church, 
which  was  firft  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the 
Apoftles,  as  Peter  and  Paul-,  and  afterwards  al- 
tered to  the  bleffed  Trinity,  and  St.  Ofwald,  king 
and  martyr  •,  and  after  that,  again  to  St.  O^ald 
and  St.  Werburg ;  and  after  all  that,  the  reft  erf 
the  minfter  joined  to  the  north-end  of  that,  this 
church  ftill  retaining  her  dedication  to  St.  Ofwald; 
and,  as  I  conceive,  the  rather,  becaufe  here  was  the 
church,  by  which  the  whole  pariih  had  the  name 
of  St.  Ol'wald's  parifli  •,  and  that  the  abbot  and  the 
convent,  iir'tcr  their  inveftiture  into  this  great  dig- 
nity  and  endowments,  with  thefc  large  and  fair 
poffefiions,  to  retain  their  whole  minfter  to  them- 
lelves,  then  erefted  for  the  parifhioners,  who,  for 
the  moft  part,  were  all  their  own  tenants  and  fer- 

vants^ 
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vants,  a  fair  chapel  at  the  fouth-wcft-end  of  the 
minfter,  and  at  a  fufficient  diflance  from  the  fame, 
which  they  entitled  St.  Nicholas  Chapel,  allow- 
ing a  vicarage  thereto,  whereunto  the  faid  parifhion- 
crs  repaired,  as  their  parilh-church -,  which  fo 
continued  unto  the  time,  that  upon  a  new  compo- 
ficion  the  |>arilhioners  prevailed  again  to  have 
their  divine  Icrvice  in  the  aforefaid  Ibuth  part  of 
the  minfter,  calfcd  ftill  by  the  name  of  St.  Of- 
wald^s  and  St.  Werburg's  Church.  The  mayor 
of  the  city,  joining  with  the  parifhioners  of  St. 
Wcrbum,  and  compounding  with  Simon  Ripley, 
abbot  of  Chefter^  about  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1488,  as  by  an' inftrument  yet  remaining  upoii 
itcord  doth  appear. 

It  leems  that  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas  ferv- 
ing  to  little  ufe,  the  faid  citizens  purchafetl  it  un- 
to  rhemfelves,  and  made  thereof  a  two-fold  ufe  of 
great  conveniency  -,    and  dividing  the  fame  by  a 
floor  in  the  middle  thereof,  the  lower   room  was 
appointed  for  the  ftowage  of  wool,  corn;  cloth, 
and  other  commodities,  to  be  vented  and  fold  by 
foreigners  and  flrangers,  at  times  allowable  in  the 
city.     And  the  upper  room  for  a,ftately  Senate- 
houfe,  for  the  affemblies,  eleftions,  courts  of  his. 
hi^^efs,  coron.  mote  for  pleas  of  the  crown,  kept 
there  before  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen,. 
that  are  his  majefly's  juftices  of  the  peace,  every 
fix  weeks,   and  for  the  port  mote  of  common- 
pleas,  every  fortnight ;  and  for  the  court  of  re- 
cord for  the  city,    called   the  pentice-court,  held 
before  the  fheriffs  thrice  a  week,    except  fome- 
times  other   bufinefs   will   not  permit ;    and    the 
county  court,  for  the  county  of  the  city,  accord- 
iQg  as  the  law  appoints. 

In  this  parifh-church,  now  St.  Ofwald's,  or  St. 
Werburg's,  for  the  molt  part,  is  the  great  aficm- 

bly 
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bly  both  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  fherifFs,  peers, 
and  the  whole  city,  to  hear  the  fermons  on  the 
Lord's  Day,  and  other  fellivals,  efpecially  in  the 
forenoon,  being  indeed  the  moft  ipacious  and  fit 
place  for  that  occafion. 

Many  burials  have  been  in  the  body  of  tliis 
church  I  and  now  thofe  of  fpecial  note  are  within 
a  little  chancel,  on  the  eall-fide  of  the  church, 
which  are  thefe  following :  Firft,  a  very  fair  mo- 
nument, a  good  height  upon  the  wall,  made  of 
alabafter,  in  a  fair  polifhed  ftone,  with  pillars, 
arches,  and  a  table,  with  this  infcription  ; 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Sir  IVtUiam  Gerrard^  knight^ 
lord  chancellor  of  Ireland^  one  of  her  majefiy^s 
mofi  honourable  council  in  the  Marches  of  JVides^ 
jujiice  of  afjize  within  the  counties  of  Glamorgany 
Brecknocky  and  Radnor^  one  of  her  majefifs 
majiers  of  requejlsj  and  late  recorder  of  this  cityi 
who  deceafed  the  firft  day  of  May^  anno  Dom. 
158 1  ;  leaving  Dame  Dorothy ^  one  of  the 
daughters  of  Andrew  Barton^  of  SmythilSj  in  the 
county  of  Lancajter^  Efq.  and  by  her  Jwo  fans 
and  four  daughters. 

On  the  fame  monument  are  four  lines  of  Greek, 
which  are  thus  rendered  into  Latin : 

Corpora  terra  tenet ;  tenet  athera  lumina  vit^e^ 
Famam  virtutis  ncn  locus  unus  habet. 

Terra^  Gerarde^  tuum  corpus  tenet  ^  athera^  mentem^ 
Virtutis  nomen  regnat  ubiq\  tuum. 

Upon  the  fame  wall,  in  the  upper  end  of  the 
id  chancel,  in  a  very  fair  alabafter  monument, 
lorned  with  his  own  effigies,  and  his  two  wives 

hind  him  kneeling,  are  thefe  infcriptions  : 

For 
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'Eor  Thomas  Green^  late  alderman  of  this  city. 

Age  is  a  crown  of  glory  ^  when  it  is  found 
in  the  way  of  right eoufnefs.  Proverbs 
xvi.  31, 

"To  that  grave  and  worthy  citizen^  Thomas  Green^ 
fometime  mayor  of  this  city^  taken  hence  by  a 
timely  deaths  in  the  perfeSion  of  ins  age  and 
virtues^  for  bis  integrity  of  life^  courtefy^  fohi- 
ety^  and  facility  of  manners^  bis  conftan$  love  to 
his  friend y  and  bounty  to  the  poor ; 

The  Executors  of  his  laji  will  and  tejlament   have 
caufed  this  monument  to  be  erelled. 

He  had  two  wiveSy  Ellen^  the  daughter  to  John 
Brafey^  gent,  and  Dorothy^  daughter  to  Jo. 
Davenport y  ofCalveUyy  ef^.  but  jurviving  tbem 
bothy  and  having  no  iffue  by  either^  he  conveys 
the  inheritance  of  the  houfe^  wherein  be  dwelt  ^ 
to  the  intent y  that  the  yearly  profits  thereof  fhould 
for  ever  be  employed  to  good  and  charitable  ufes  -, 
•  to  which  purpofe  alfo^be  gdve^  in  effeSlj  bis 
whole  fubftanccy  with  divers  legacies  to  bis  friends 
and  kinsfolkSy  and  to  his  brethren^  the  aldermen 
of  this  city.    He  was  Jheriff  here  in  the  year 

And:  upon  the  fame  wall,  towards  the  other 
end  of  the  chancel,  ftandeth  another  very  fair  and 
comely,  monument,  of  fine  alabalfcer,  of  another 
late  alderman,  of  worthy  memory,  Mr.  Richard 
Bavand;  on  the  one  fide,  his.  own  (latue  and  his 
fons  kneeling  behind  him ;  and  on  the  other,  his 
wife's  and  his  two  daughters  behind  her,  with 
thefe  memorials : 

Vol.  I.  Y  —F/V/* 
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'—flrii  fi^  ftmna  "Sirtus. 

Sn  liz*  xsmi^  in  mculdf  bed  of  day^ 
dmm  <nsBi^3:V;  JA^  'sirtu^s  diadim  \ 
Whr^  ziw^  -vpii^d  /#  be  a  fatal  pref 
Cffj^  i&zziy  jc  ^ve  wruji  be  again. 

F^oiMmj^m^  £iM  inerHx  alaia  virtus. 

■*r  xezi  :it  fftfr  tf  Richard  Bavandy  twice 
maaur  ttms  ^ttx,  cfr.  anno  1582,  and  anno 
1  ?e».  »T»,  fer  admimfiratian  of  jufHce^  love 
of  ^KTgHnriocJj  /wrf/r,  cminencj^  fbbriety 
sn  zjr^iap^  ad  ctariPf  to  the  poor^  is  memo* 
ra^;.  i^£ti_jtKg^  19,  1603.    And dlfo  the 


Mr»  7f  JjMt  RrrjMdj  his  vnfe,  thedaughter  of 
RjmL  &«v7^  jimmne  maror  of  this  citj^ 
«m  .rre^  rsgnrer  in  faithful  matrimony  forty 
ytirr^  js  matiul  hiips\  v:hcfe  marriage  God 
y.cJ^S  m-r  'Jiat^  cfr.  fiii  fcns^  and  two  daugb^ 
TrZ  ,  c:  Jf.r*  J^^^f  J:/J  icf  4/i  cf  April^  anno 
irC2,  :-!ti:i:  ^"ihysr  cf  ker  age\  v^bofe  riches 
tn  ^d:i^  :T^ri/,  j*/  uifdcm^  above  her  fex^ 
^'Sist:\'^.'.'f.*Z'  jV  :hf  pccr^  and  comfortable  deaths 
sb%^  j/f-ji  ]:J  lec:  btm:  vibo  knew  her  not. 

C^Vii  f'trtus  InfepuUa. 

BiiL.\:  :<:\::}  c:s  Kind  jn  J  faithful  wife^ 
A  .^;v>  «M»v,  :te  minroMr  of  her  days  j 

i*  ^;:* ,i.i<  ¥kll  J  ffiiM,\  /«  holy  lifCy 

/i,twv;'>ir  :njcy  regent^  in  blifs  always, 

ToN^.iiv's  the  other  end  of  the  chancel,  in  the 
i^unv   ^alU    IS   fixed  a  place,    with  this  memo- 

Perpetu^ 
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Perpetua  Pietati  Sacrum 

Margarets  Dcd  ob  eximam  vita  continentiam^  (S 
marum  facititatem^  vicinorum  amicitias^  ad  irm-^ 
diam  ufq\  fortunate :  Imprimis  autem  pietati^ 
pudicitid^  fc?  Jhgulari  erga  pattperes  mumficen- 
tid^  excelkntif.  Johan.  Morgel  generof.  Dioce- 
fios  Ceftren.  Regar.  principalis^  uxori  cbarijjjima 
mmftiffimus  pofuit.  Obiit  Dec.  o£l(tvo^  anno 
Dom.  1598.  atat.  jua^  43. 

'2n  the  floor  of  the  faid  chancel,  a  fair  alabaftef 
ftcxne  hath  this : 

Jltre  lieth  interred  the  body  of  William  Alder  fey  ^ 
fometime  mayor  of  this  city,  who  died  in  the  year 
1577.  Jnd  of  Margaret^  bis  wifcj  who  die4 
in  the  year  1587.  And  of  John  Alderfey^  their 
fecond  fonj  fometime  alfo  mayor  of  this  city^ 
who  died  the  lyth  of  May,  1605. 

Hodie  mihij  eras  tibi. 

Another  fair  ftone  of  marble,  at  the  feet  of  the 
fc:>.»Tner,  containing  this : 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Foulk  Alderfey^  fometime 
mayor  of  this  city^  who  died  the  zid  of  Febru- 
ary^ in  the  year  1608  •,  who  was  fon  and  heir 
of  William  Alder  fey  y  fometime  alfo  mayor  of  this 
city  i  who  died  the  12th  of  OSloper^  in  the  year 

1577- 

Poft  mortem  ceffat  invidia. 

Under  this  ftone  interred^  here  doth  lie 
The  man  in  heart  that  lov*d  and  feared  the  Lord : 
He  on  mens  frowns  or  fmiles  did  not  rely^ 
But  what  his  confcience  told  for  to  accord^ 
With  truth  he  juftice  gave  to  rich  and  poor^ 
Beth  friend  ana  foe  held  him  a  mayor  grave. 

Y  2  TV^ 
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The  church  of  St.  Mary  ufually  called  ftiper 
montem^  for  it  ftandtrth  upon  the  -brow  of  a  bank 
that  rifeth  from  the  weft-fidc  of  the  Bridge-ftr^ect; 
and  not  far  from  that  gate,  the  weft-end  of  the 
church  fronting  the  caltle^all,  the  caftk  ditch 
only  falling  between  them.  It  carrieth  the  fazne 
fliew  of  antiquity  with  the  reft  of  the  churches^ 
and  being  in  ^1  likelihood  erected  in  that  place  for 
fpecial  ufe  of  the  earls,  when  they  held  their  refi- 
<knceinthe  caftle,  and  for  that  parifh,  which  ex- 
tends itfclf  divers  ways  into  the  country  out  of 
the  city. 

And  the  church  itfelf,  though  not  the  caftle,  wa^ 
always  accounted  within  the  liberty  of  the  city. 

Upon  the  fouth-fide  of  the  chancel  of  this  churclr" 
ftandeth  a  fair  chapel,  which  is  reported  to  be  ther^ 
ereftedby  the  anceftors  of  the  great  and  worlhipfu?^ 
race  of  the  Troutbecks,  ot  great  reputation  ir3i 
this  county  of  Chcfter,  and  of  whofe  lands  man^f 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  ihire  have  now  no  final. 
portion,  though  the  chiefeft  of  the  fame  are  no¥^ 
in  the  poffeflion  of  the  right  honourable  the  ear.^* 
of  Shrewfbury. 

In  wliich  chapel   the  bodies  of  fome  of  them-^- 
and  in  all  likelihood  the  founders  of  the  chapel^ 
lie  in  a  fair  vault  in  the  midft  of  the  chapel,  anc0 
for  two  of  them  two  very  fair  tombs  of  alabafter^ 
the  one  over  the  faid  vault,  the  other  by  the  walK^ 
onthefouth.fide,  at  the  upper-end  of  the  chapel^ 
with  theftatuesof  them  both,  and  their  wives,  upoim 
the  faid  fcveral  tombs  artificially  pourtrayed,  where- 
of one  of  thefn  is  for  Sir  Henry  Troutbcck  him- 
fclf,  in  his  compleat  armour,  and  his  lady  lying 
on  his  left  hand,  his  head  upon  the  bulk  of  a 
Moor's  head  :  and  tlie  body  neatly  wrought  with 
a  wreath  of  trouts  round  about  it  •,  and  the  other 
is  for  Sir  Adam  Troutbeck  and  his  lady,  which 
fheweth  that  fhe  was  a  countefs,  her  ftatue  lying 
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><Don  his  right  hand,  and  her  collar  of  S.  S.  finely 

woming  her  bare  neck,  his  head  fupported-  like 
^  other%  and  many  efcutcheons  of  their  arms, 
Were  fairly  engraven  about  both  of  their  faid  tombs, 
which  might  fhew  all  their  marriages  and  defcents, 
but  that  the  fame  by  length  of  time  are  grown  fo 
dim,  that  they  cannot  be  well  difcerned.  Near 
unto  the.  faid  tomb  that  flands  over  the  vault, 
fieth  the  body  of  a  late  gentlewoman  of  that  fa- 

inily,  with  this  remembrance  in  a  brals  plate  up- 

<m*her  (tone: 

^ere  Ueib  EglanhiCy  daughter   to  William   Trout- 
heck^  ami  late  wife  to  Richard  Leigh^' of  Cbeftery 
.  .  who  died  the  nth  of  Marcb^  anno  Dom,  1 596. 

'  At  the  upper-end. of  this  chapel  lieth  the  body 
'^rf  a  late  famous  citizen  Robert  Brcrewood,  alder- 
3nan  and  thrice  mayor  of  this  city,  of  whom  I 
4nd.  no  other  monument  there,  fave  only  his  coat, 
creft,  and  ftreamer  advanced  over  him  ;  the  words 
whereof  are,  laiorCy  prudentidj  equitatey  which  were 
well  fitted  to  him,  in  whom  thoie  virtues  were  all 
eminent*  And  I  fuppofe  that  I  can  here  lay  a 
foundation  for  as  laiting  a  monument  of  him  as 
can  be  made  of  metal  or  (lone  to  make  it  more 
known,  that  he  was  the  happy  father  of  a  well 
known  fon^  the  learned  Edward  Brerewood,  of  Ox- 
ford, whofe  furprifing  progrels  in  the  ftudies  of 
all  manner  of  learning,  the  univerfity  doth  yet, 
and  for  ever  will,  ring  loud  of;  and  Grefham  col- 
I^  in  London,  where  he  was  mathematical  reader, 
will  to  theworld*s  end  bewail  the  want  of;  whom, 
by  an  untimely  death,  it  pleafcd  God  to  deprive 
the  world  of,  before  he  had  finifhed,  or  at  leaft 
before  he  had  taken  order  for  the  prefervation  of, 
fuch  learned  labours  of  his,  as^  if  they  were  pub- 
Uihed  abroad,  Ihould  make  the  world  beholden  to 
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Chcftcr,  the  nuife  of  fuch  a  father  who  begot  fuch 
afon. 

In  another  chapel,  on  the  north-fide  of  the  chan- 
cel, there  is  the  remembrance  of  another  of  likle 
fame  and  worth,  and  a  late  alderman  of  great  and 
^^d  account,  of  this  citv,  and  of  the  fame  time, 
ior  whom  were  to  be  wimed  fome  monunnent  an- 
fwerable  to  his  worth,  there  being  no  more  than  his 
arms,  creft,  and  this  infcription: 

The  bodies  of  thejuji  are  buried  infeace^  but  their 
names  live  for  ever^  Ecclus.  44. 

Here  lietb  the  body  of  Edward  Gamul^  fometime  nupf- 
or  of  this  cityy  who  bad  two  wivesy  EUzabetbj 
the  daughter  of  Tbomas  Cafe^  by  whom  be  bad  iffue 
eigbtfons  and  three  daughters.  And  Elizabeth^  the 
widow  of  IVilliam  Goodman^  fometime  mayor  ofthir 
city  J  who  died  without  iffue ;  who  departed  this  life  in 
the  year  of  his  age  79.  atmuDom.  161 6.  Sept,  7. 

But  what  needs  a  monument,  when  as  this  in- 
fcription, above  recited,  was  but  an  addition  to  as 
fair  and  beautiful  a  tomb  (eredled  in  that  very- 
place  for  his  eldeft  fon,  Thomas  Gamul,  efq.  late 
recorder  of  this  city,  and  a  learned  lawyer,  de- 
ccafed  before  his  faid  father)  as  can  be  dcfired  ? 
Or,  if  that  fon  had  not  yet  been  entombed,  which 
were  to  be  wifhed,  when  as  his  virtues  and  reputa- 
tions live  ftill  in  a  fecond  fon  of  his  yet  living, 
who  both  in  his  own  time,  and  fince,  hath  borne 
the-  chief  magillracy  in  this  city  with  fuch  general 
applaulc  as  is  not  expedient  for  me  to  publilh. 
And  1,  well  knowing  his  modeft  difpofition,  dare 
not  give  liberty  to  my  pen  to  do  him  all  his  rights  j 
but  thus  1  return  to  his  brother's  tomb  again. 

All  ot  alabafter  is  this  tomb,  very  curioufly 
wrouglit,  with  the  futucs  of  him  and  his  loving  wite 
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upon  his  right  hand,  his  now  only  fon  kneeling  at 
his  feet  upon  his  knee,  his  prayer  book  lying  open 
upon  his  other  knee  ^  his  three  other  children  in 
their  order  pourtrayed  in  the  arched  fide  of  the 
tomb,  holding  (keletons  in  their  hands,  being  all 
deceafed  in  their  infancy,  and  the  tomb  cprnpafled 
with  a  ftrong  piked  grate  of  iron,  and  at  the  low- 
er end  of  the  tomb,  this  infcribed : 

OJfihus  et  Memorise 

Thorns  Gamuelis^  ornatijftmi  armigerij  et  juris  con* 
fulti  clarijjimi^  in  quo  eximia  qUiedam  ingenHfuavi- 
$as  cum  fumma  morum  gravitate  ancipiti  palmd 
contendebat :  quiq\  (prob  dolor!)  in  ipfo  ^etatis 
dignitatifq  •,  fus  flore^  ardentijfima  febre  correptus^ 
ttprartptusy  immaturo  funere  trijlijfmum  totiCef- 
iris  (cui  per  aliquot  annos  prsfuerat)  a  memorid 
multiplicis  fus  fctentis^  admirabilis  prudentis^  fin- 
gidarisfidei^  fpeBatiJfima  probitatis^  etpietatis  mi- 
nima vulgaris^  defid.  reliquit. 

AJida^  uxor  quondam  beatiffima^  nunc  maftiffima  vidua^ 
parvum  hoc  non-parui  anmis  monumenfumy  multis 
aunlacrimis  precibufqi  profufis^  ponitfimul  confe- 
crat/q.  In  quo  ipfa  pojibacfua  quoq  \  ojfa  recondi  et 
pemnfceri  cineribus  tarn  chari  capitis  nimis  mi/ere 
cupit:  ut  ab  to  jam  mortuo  nunquam  fejungatur 
quicum  vivo  olim  conjun^ijjime  et  jucundfffime  vixe- 
rat:  Vixit  autem  ille  annos  42.  obiit  decimo  die 
^ugufti^  anno  a  partu  Virginis  1613.  Ubi  nunc  qua- 
tuor  Uberorum  Letus  parens  faSus  fuerat ;  quorum 
tamen  hodie  unus  tantum  fuperjies  eft^  ifq\  minimus 
natu^  nomine  FrancifcuSy  puerulus  optinue  fpei\  cui 
ego  quidem  omnia  bona  in  hoc  una  voto  exvpto :  Sit 
Patri  jSmillimus. 
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Hunc  tumulum  tibi  compofuiy  cbarijjime  conjux  ; 

^0  mea  mifta  tuts  molliter  ojfa  cubent. 
DiUxi  vivumj  volo  iefunRum  condtari : 

Nam  quosjunxif  amor^  dijfodare  tufas ^ 

Upon  the  middle  part  of  the  north  wall  of  the 
fame  chapel,  in  a  fair  plate,  this  memorial  is  writ- 
ten, and  under  it  intombed  the  body  of  a  worthy 
gentleman.     The  words  arc  thcfe  : 

Hie  fubtus  bumatur  corpus  Radulphi  Worfiy^  anmg. 
quifuit  filius  tertius  Guliclmi  fVorJUy^  de  Wmp^ 
Meyne^  in  com.  Lane.  arm.  ac  quondam  ferviens\ 
fciUcet^  pagetus  gardrobi^  robarum^  ac  unus  da- 
piferorum  camera  invi£lifs.  principis  Henrici  oOdvi^ 
Dei  Gratia  Angli^e^  Franc,  et  Hibcr.  nuper  Re^. 
Cui  idem  rex  ob  bonum  etfidcle  fervitium  circum  re- 
giam  fuamperfonam  impenfum^  ex  regid  fua  mapd- 
jicentid  ad  tenninum  vita  donaverat  ojfficia  fateuitis 
corona^  cuftodiam  leonum^  leonarum^  et  leopardamm 
intra  Turrim  Londinenfem ;  portatorum  magn^gar- 
drobi^j  contra  rotulator.  in  com.  Cefir.  et  Ftintj 
clerici  corona  Lane,  et  efcheator  com.  palat.  Lana^. 
aliafq^  remuneratioms  iis  accejferunt.  Prafianies 
animi  dotes  calitus  ei  tributa^  quibus  inj^ter  not 
imbutusj  nempe  Jingularis  in  Deum  pietas^mmlHfa- 
ria  in  pauper es  beneficentia^  et  mira  in  cunSos  cba* 
ritas  annos  80.  natus  et  ultra^  27  die  Decern. 
anno  Dom.  1573,  expiravit:  reliSd  fobcle  ABcia 
conjuge  Tbo.  Powel^  arm.  qui  bos  fumptos  fecit  \  Ka^ 
tberind  nupta  "Tboma  Twicbet^  arm.  et  Avifa  Tbanue 
Vandroy^  gen.  et  Joanna  f  Ha  Jobannis  Ptke^  armig. 
uxor e  fua  progenitis. 


-Nulla  ccelum  reparabile  Gazd. 


Near  to  the  fame,  and  clofe  to  the  fame  wall, 
was  of  late  erefted  a  very  fine  tomb  of  alabaftcr 
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cui-ioufly  adorned^  a  well  formed  ftatue  lying  up« 
on  rhe  table  of  it,  turning  itfclf  as  it  were  fide-- 
ways,  his  right  hand  fupporting  his  head,  and  his 
elfaNow  leaning  upon  a  fine  pillow ;  his  three  fons  in 
their  order  placed  on  the  outer  fide  of  the  chcft  of 
the  cemb,  and  his  two  daughters  in  the  arched  end 
thereof,  the  fame  fenced  with  an  iron  grate ;  and 
this  infcription  over  it,  thus  : 

Pl^ilippo   Oldfeld^  armig.   ob  novatam  in  conftruendis 
"^iis  pcntibufque  operam^  in  erucndis  antiquiffimis  fe- 
^92iUarum  JfHmatikis^  bene  de  com.  hoc  merito :  qui 
i^g^rimum  matrimonium  Helena:  Gulielm  Bering  ton 
^e   Bradwel  bared,  capulavity  ex  qua  Tbomam  et 
-^liz.  Jcban.  Wetenballnuptam^genuit :  adfecunda 
^^oiOj    Elenam  Griffitb^   viduam^  filiam   Gulielmi 
M^anmeTy  armigeri^duxit\  per  quam  tres  filiosy  et  u- 
9Mm   filiam  procreavit.      ^orum   primogenitum 
I^hiUppum  Maria  unica  filia  et  bared.  JohaHnis 
Scmmerford  de  Sommerfordy  armig.  AScbael  Elenora 
h^ered.   Jacobi  Manwayring  de  Croxton^  armiger. 
Gulielm.   Elizabetb.  bared.  Roberti  Leftwicb  de 
Lejhvicbj  armig.  Mariam  filiam  Petro  Sbackerley 
frimogenito  nepoti  ex  bared.   Galfridi  Sbackerley 
di  Hclme^  armig.  in  matrimonium  feliciffime  elocavit 
juris  confulto  municipali  clariffimo  maritofuo  cbarifs. 
Helena  uxor  reliSa  fepulchrum  boc^  monumentum^ 
'   confecfffvit.    Obiit  15  Decern.  1616.  atat.fuayg. 
On  the  corner  of  the  fame  chapel,  oppofite  to 
the  former,  are  faftened  the  arms  and  creft  of  a 
late  godly  difpofed  lady,  who  had  been  wife  to  an 
efquire,  and  a  knight,  both  of  great  place  and  re- 
venue i  as  by  the  memorial  in  a  fair  table  of  her 
arms  appears,  thus : 

K.  Domina  Mainwaring  filia  R.  Hurleton  de  civitate 
Ceftr.  arm.  nupta  Will.  Brereton  de  Hanfcrd,  arm.  et 
foftea  Ro.  Mainwaring  de  Peover^  equiti.  Obiit  1 1 
April  1518* 
Vol.  L  Z  Thi$ 
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This  lady  in  her  life-time  was  3  good  bcncfaSrcft 
to  the  city,  artd  repaired  feme  part  of  the  wall 
where  it  was  ruinous,  and  at  her  deccafc  ffttt  ma- 
ny charitable  gifts,  which  I  willti^ly  wotild  for 
example  have  mentioned  in  this  place^  but  having 
no  perfect  inftruftions,  let  this  fliffiee. 

Di  the  fouth-fide  of  the  faid  church,  liedi  bu- 
ried  the  anceftor  of  a  worfliipful  family  of  the 
Birkenheads,  having  his  and  his  wife's  pi£i:ure§ 
well  cut  in  brafs,  and  this  infcription: 

HtcjaccTit  Adam  Birkenhead^  genercfus^  et  Alicia  uxer 
ejus  T  qui  quidem  Adamdum  vixit  fuit  prottmotarius 
et  clericus  cttrotue  domini  regis  Ceftr.  et  FHnt.,ei  ck- 
ricus  corcrne  donuni  regis  apud  iLancafir.  et  recepter 
comitis  Derby  domorum  fuhrutn  de  Hawrald^n  et  in 
Tmmerfo.  Obiit  19  die  menfts  Augufii^  mho  T)om. 
15 16.  quorum^  ^c. 

Almoft  in  the  middle  of  the  Watergate-ftrtet, 
on  the  North-fide  of  it,  ftandeth  the  church  dedi- 
cated to  the  blefled  Trinity,  which  both  for  the 
high  fpire  fteeple,  and  for  the  likcnefs  of  the 
workmanfliip,  feemeth  of  little  lefs  antiquity  than 
that  of  St.  Peter's  before  mentioned ;  fome  pan 
of  the  parilh  extending  itfelf  into  the  fields  with- 
out the  city,  and  the  re<Story  belonging  to  the  par 
tronage  of  the  right  honourable  the  earl  of  Derby. 

In  the  body  ot  the  church  is  an  ancient  gravc- 
ftone  of  marble,  with  a  fair  picture  of  himfelf,  and 
his  wife,  with  a  border  of  brafs  5  fo  much  of  the 
infcription  as  remaincth,  being  thus  : 

Hicjacet  Thomas  IVootoriy  quondam  vintarius  ac  maior 
civitatis  Cejir,  qui  obiil  Dec.  et  Cecilia  uxor  ejia. 

In  the  upper  end  of  the  chancel  lieth  buried  the 
great  grandfather  of  the  worlhipful  family  of  the 
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Clives,  now  of  Huxley,  with  a  monument  of  brafs, 
iaftened  in  the  wall,  thus  infcribed : 

[.  Here  Uetb  the  body  of  Richard  Cliff  of  Huxley ^  Efq. 
woko  de^eafei  the  2jfb  of  Aprils  ^57^*  having  mar- 
ried Jane^  thejifler  of  Sir  WilUam  Brereton^  knight^ 
iy  whom  he  had  iffue  George  Cliffy  his  only  fan  \  and 
daughters  fijochad^  Sar^^  Rebecea^  Judith^  and 
He}er. 

And  near  unto  it,  higher  upon  the  wall,  this 
^lemorial: 

jQh^mnes  littler ^  alderm.  etjufiicpacis  hujus  civitatis: 
maior  eratj  1603,  etobiitprimo  c^e  Afrilis^  1619, 

Xn  the  upper  ilc  by  the  chancel,  on  the  fouth 
ficlcp  gre  two  burials  of  famous  aldermen,  the  fa- 
^er  and  fon,  with  the£b  memorials ; 

Here  under  Ketb  buried  the  body  of  Henry  Gee^fbmetimt 
m^or  of  the  city  of  Chefier^  the  6  th  day  of  Sep  tern- 
her^  1545*  ^*  'whofcy  t^c. 

Hereunder  lictk  juried  the  body  of  ^divard  Gee^  once 
meyor  of  the  city  of  Chefter^  and  in  the  fame  year 
deceafed^  the  igtp  day  of  June^  anno  Dom.  1551, 
^nwl(ofs^  ^f. 

Near  thereunto  is  <i  very  ancicfit  tomb  of  white 
ftone,  with  a  llatue  lying  upon  it  in  arms,  his 
*Hicld  exprefly  ftewing  it  to  be  an  anceftor  of  the 
'VV^hitmores ;  wfercoi  remain  yet  fiimilies  of  good 
Credit  in  the  county  of  Chefter :  but  who  this  was, 
^P|)e9reth  not  i  and  if  there  were  any  infcription, 
Hi^£mi^  i$  utterly  extinguifhed. 

And  in  the  fame  ilc,  at  the  upper  end,  are  the 
*«"nu  of  die  late  worthy  judge  Sir  Peter  Warbur- 
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tdtif  knight ;  whole  body  lieth  buried  in  the  parilh 
church  of  Tilfton :  in  which  parifh  ftands  Gmton, 
a  manor  by  him  lately  purchafed,  the  arms  thus 
fuperfcribed : 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  north  ile  of  the  chancel, 
a  little  monument  of  brafs,  in  the  wall,  containeth 
this : 

Here  Uetb  the  body  of  Ellen  Hinch^  wife  of  ClemaU 
Hincksj  gent,  her  majejifs  chief  fearcber  of  the 
ports  of  Chefter^  and  Liverpool^  being  of  the  age  of 
25  years i  who  deceafed  the  nth  day  of  Apri^ 
anno  Dom.  1598. 

Over  againft  which,  aloft  upon  the  wall,  on  the 
weft  end,  is  faftened  a  fair  monument,  with  arms 
and  creft,  and  this  infcription  : 

^ifuit  ore  probus^  probus  aSis^  certuSy  honeJtuSy 

Hicjacetj  hoc  tumulo  conditur  illefuo. 
In  the  church  yard,  under  the  tomb,  oppofitc  to 
this  monument,  lieth  buried  the  body  or  William 
MafTey,  alderman  and  juftice  of  the  peace,  and 
fometime  mayor  of  this  city,  who  deccalcd  the  4th 
day  of  April,  1593,  and  married  to  his   fecond 
wite  Alice,  daughter  to  Mr.   Hamret  Johnfon, 
fometime  of   this  city,  merchant;  by  whom  he 
left  iffue  William,  Gerrard,   Richard,   Thomas, 
Lawrence,  and  Jane,  married  to  Peter  Ncwal,  of 
this  city,  merchant.     And  fince  the  faid  tomb  was 
there  ereded,  is  placed  another  very  fair  one  for 
another  alderman,  knit  ynto  the  fame  family,  \m- 
timely  deceafed,  and  thus  writ  upon  : 
Here  lieth  the  body  of  William  Johnfon^  merchant^ 
fometinie  alderman  of  this  city^  mho  died  the  iztb 
day  of  January^  anno  Dom.  1607. 
Vivit  pojlfunera  virtus. 
And  clofe  by  it  another  with  this  remembrance : 
Here  Ueth  Rowland  Barnes^  fometime  fheriff  oj 
this  cityy  who  died  the  ijth  of  September^ 
snno  dom^  1604. 

There 
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There  are  alfo  in  the  body  of  the  church  fome 
memorials  of  two  other  late  wcll-deferving  alder-  - 
men  j  the  one,  Richard  Rathbone,  who  alfo  had  ; 
been  mayor:  the  other,  Edward  Kitchin,  merchant,  - 
and  fome  good  remembrances  of  the  Sares,  men 
it  fhould  fccm  of  good  account,  and  bencfaftors  of 
the  church,  as  appears  in  the  glazing  thereof. 

It  remained!,  that  we  fpeak  fomewhat  of  the  ri-  * 
vcr  Dee,  to  which  water  no  man  can  now  exprefs 
how  much  this  antient  city  hath  been  beholden ; 
nay  (I  fuppofc)  if  I  fliould  call  it  the  mother,  the 
nurfe,  themaintainer,  the  advancer,  andpreferver 
thereof,  I  fhould  not  greatly  err :  for  the  fame  ri- 
ver, after  that  it  approacheth  the  county  of  Chefter, 
and  receives   fome  waters   on  cither  fide,  which 
makes  it  take  the  more  ftate  upon  it,  and  to  rouzc 
up   itfelf  to  prepare  for   meeting  with  the  lea ; ' 
in  which  refpeft,  our  writers  fay  of  it,  that  it  ra- 
ther rufheth  than  runneth  out  of  Wales  into  Chef- 
ter, and  then  addreffeth  itfelf  to  the  faid  meeting : 
even  there,  where  the  fea  hath  determined  that 
creek  which  fhoots  in  between  Flintlhire  and  the 
weft  fide  of  Wirrall  hundred,  was  founded  this 
beautiful  city,  and  made  the  receptacle  of  merchan- 
dize from  all  kingdoms  and  nations,  who  traded 
into  the  Britilh,  or  Irilh  ocean,  and  became  the 
very  key  or  inlet,  whereby   not  only  the  Romans, 
in  their  time,  made  their  paflage  to  and  from  Ire- 
land, and  the  other  weftern  and   northern  iflands  j 
but  all  other  kings  and  princes,  ever  fince,  upon 
all   needful  occafions.     And  becaufe  that  I  find, 
that  from  the  lUime  of  this  river  Dee,  the  water  of 
this  faid  creek,  from  the  firft  narrowing  thereof, 
between   the  dominions  of  England  and  Wales, 
hath  carried  the  fame  name  and  appellation  of  the 
river  Dec  •,  and  that  thence  it  is,  that  the  chang- 
ing and  fliifting  of  the  water  gave  fome  occafion 
tD  the  Britons  in  the  infancy  of  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion. 
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gion,  to  attribute  ibme  divine  honour  and  eftimation 
to  the  faid  water :  though  I  cannot  believe  that  to  be 
any  caufc  of  the  name  of  it ,  biit  rather  iubfcribc  to 
Mr.  Canibden's,  no  doubt^  true  conjediure,  that  it 
hath  the  name  Dee  from  the  Britilh  word  Ducy^ 
which  (ignifieth  two  -,  this  water  arifing  from  two 
fountains  in  Wales;  namely,  in Merionethfhire^  ia, 
or  near,  the  country  called  Penthlin :  But  they  have 
obferv^,  that  according  to  divers  intercourics  of 
the  waters  running,  either  to  the  Englilh  or  to  the 
Wclfli  fide,  their  victories  happened  to  concu(^ 
which  might  otherwife  accidentally  come  to  pai$« 
Therefore,  as  the  natures  of  men  areeafily  drawn 
to  fuperftition^  they  were  perfuaded  fome  divinity 
was  in  the  watery  which  error,  the  fanoe  worthy 
author  alkdgeth  to  have  prevailed  ^with  divers 
people  of  other  nations,  touching  other  waters  ^ 
as  of  the  Theflalonians  for  Feneus;  the  Scythians 
for  Danubius ;  and  the  Germans,  for  the  Rhine  ^ 
but  time,  and  longobfervations,  have  now  taught  us 
the  occafion  of  this  alteration  of  the  channel. 

The  mouth  or  evening  of  this  river  into  the  iea 
lies  very  bleak  upon  the  nqrth-eaftern,  weftern, 
ajid  ibuth-wcftern  winds  •,  and  the  grouxid  or  bot- 
tom of  the  creek  is  altogether  of  a  loole,  lighti^ 
white,  (kittering  fand,  which,  i^on  any  powerful 
drift  of  wind  or  water,  will  give  place  like  drifts  of 
fnow  ;  and  when  a  llrong  wind,  at  low  water,  hath 
qpened  a  gap  never  fo  little  in  one  of  the  huge 
l>anks  or  bars  of  fands,  which  have  long  gathered 
and  increafed  to  be,  as  one  would  think,  very  iirm 
and  ilrong,  the  next  tide-water  violently  ruHving 
into  that  gap,  and  the  wind  continuing  for  many 
tides  together  to  add  more  and  more  ftrengch  to 
tiiat  violence,  the  channel  tbat  yras  th^  ni^in  B^%^ 
before  will  now  rake  up,  as  forfajc^n  by  the  great: 
ttrcam,    and  tl*^  other  new  made  wi)l  more  and 

morf 
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more  prevail,  until  the  like  vicKfitude  happen  t^e 
ether  way. 

From  whence  it  is,  that  thefe  mighty  heaps  of 
land,  by  continuance  of  time,  brought  by  fierctt 
fttid  llrong  winds  up  into  the  narrownefs  of  the 
creek,  for  which  there  is  no  return  back  again^ 
neither  wind  nor  water  being  able  to  recoil  them ; 
that  the  haven,  which  in  time  paft  received  (hips  of 
great  burthen  up  to  the  city  fkirts  (as  hath  been 
couched)  fcarce  now  hath  lea-room  for  littk 
barques,  which  only  at  high-water  do  bring  in  their 
unladings  of  great  vefiels  from  the  keys  and  fta* 
ttons  which  can  receive  them,  five,  fix,  or  ten  miles 
off*.  And  hence  it  is,  that  even  within  thcfc  few 
years  there  have  been  fuch  lodes  and  g^'nings  bi^ 
tween  the  Ihores  of  Cheihire  an4  Flintihire,  near 
unto  this  city,  that  if  I  (hould  eftiHAate  ehe  fame 
according  to  .my  own  judgment,  I  fhould  fcarceJy 
be  believed  of  fuch  as  do  not  behold  them  with 
their  eyes. 

And  from  honce  let  me  behold,  even  with  fome 
vccords,  tales,  furmizes  or  probabilities  what- 
Ibever,  which  have  milled  the  writers  of  former 
0ga  to  think,  that  the  ereftion  of  the  mills  at 
Dee-bridge  fhoukl  be  any  let  or  hindrance  to  the 
lisrven,  that  was  once  the  new  tower  *,  or  that  the 
tiusfeway, which  hiolds  up  the  freih  water  for  the  ufe 
of  the  wheels  of  thofe  mills,  fbould  hinder  any 
fcroc  or  ftrength  of  that  ftream  or  ebbing  of  the 
^fei^wftter,  to  ifecoi}  back  again  thofe  mounuins  of 
land  •,  which  indeed  it  would  rather  help  than  hin- 
^dcr :  let  me,  I  fay,  clear  this  neceflary  and  pro- 
fttible  ftni£hli«  of  the  mills,  from  diat  imputatbt) 
of  hindering  the  haven,  which  none  that  either 
JlROW  or  will  vouchfafe  to  take  a  view  of  the  place 

*  The  navigation  of  the  river  Dee  has  been  Co  much  iuiprov- 
td,  by  virtue  of  itveral  Adis  of  Parliament  paffed  for  that  piir- 
pofe,  that  now  vcffeU  of  200  tons  and  upwardu  can  njivigace  to 
and  from  the  fea,  and  the  walls  of  the  city.  j 

COM 
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can  be  drawn  to  affirm,  excq)t  they  be  iuch  as  be 
led  by  reports  of  fuch,  as  was  the  old  deponent, 
mentioned  by  old  Mr.  Latimer,  that  being  to  give 
his  teftimony  what  he  thought  might  be  the  cauib 
of  the  breach  at  Goodwin-fands,  faid,  he  knew  not, 
except  it  was  the  height  of  Tenterden  ftecple. 

And  whofoever  will  impartially  weigh  and  con- 
fider  the  like  power  and  force  that  the  wind  at 
certain  times  rageth  withall,  to  the  driving  forth  a 
power  of  waters  from  fome  lakes  (from  which, 
and  through  which  this  river  hath  its  paflfage),  to- 
gether with  the  fullnefs  and  fuddenneis  of  that  wa^^ 
ter  (upon  fome  caufes  not  well  known,  for  aught 
I  can  learn,  to  any  of  the  near  neighbours  to-  it) 
overflowing  thereby,  and  furrounding  the  grounds 
and  meadows  adjoining,  far  diftant  from  the  Osud 
caufeway  up  into  the  faid  country :  and  confidering 
likewil'e,  that  the  lame  water,  at  the  very  caufeway 
itfelf,  never  rifeth  upon  any  of  thofe  land-floods 
to  any  extraordinary  height ;  but  fo  falleth  and 
paffeth  away  as  at  all  other  times,  except  when  a 
fpring-tide  from  the  ica  counterchecks  it,  may  ca- 
fily  be  induced  to  believe,  that  the  fame  caufeway 
doth  as  little  occafioii  too  much  water  the  one  way, 
as  too  little  the  other :  but  this  I  leave  to  my  bet- 
ters to  meddle  in,  hoping  no  man  will  tax  me  for 
delivering  fo  much  as  with  my  eye  I  do  obfcrve,  or 
by  enquiry  learn. 

Two  things,  one  of  greater  and  one  of  lefler 
confequence,  here  offer  themfelves ;  wherein,  if  T,. 
filly  wretch,  the  meaneft  of  a  thoufand,  may  ihcw 
my  defire,  it  may  be,  I  hope,  pardonable ;  and  if 
no  notice  be  taken  thereof,  it  Iliall  not  to  my  rea- 
der be  much  troublelbme. 

The  firfl  is,  that  men  of  place,  judgment,  and 
(kill,  would  but  a  little  in  their  wifdom  con- 
fidcr,  whether  the  matter  were  not  as  eafy,  or  as 
likely,  as  fome  artifls  and  experienced  wits  fecm 

to 
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to  give  out,  that  this  haven  might  be  won  again 

^^  as  much  advantage  of  trade  or  traffick  to  this 

^ity,  as  ever  it  was  j  and  that  with  no  great  ado, 

^^  comparifon  with  thofe  great  atchievements  which 

have  been  effefted  in  the  havens  of  Dover,   Ply- 

'^outh,  Harwich,  and  Yarmouth;  this  being  but  the 

^^rning  of  a  brook  to  any  of  them.     And  fo  to 

^h^  augmentation  of  his  majefty's   cuftoms,   the 

"OjDour  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  the  efpecial 

^^^anccment  of  the  prince's  highnefs,  this  his  maft 

'^^^lowncd  and  famous  earldom  of  Chefter :  the  par- 

^^^ular  inducements  to  which  motion,  I  dare  not 

^^vcnture  to  open,pptill  better  occafions  do  incite 

^*^!Wcunto. 

The  other  is,  that  the  faid  greater  matter  of  re- 
P^wing  the  haven,  lying  as  it  doth^fleep,  and  not 
*^^n   to  be  hoped  to  be  effefted,  die  worthy  citi- 
^J^ns  of  this  time  would  take  into  their  confidera- 
^on  how  eafily,  and  to  good  purpofc,  they  may 
^Ven  now  provide  a  better  key  and  dock  for  enter- 
^^nment  of  fuch  veflels  as  can  come  up  the  water 
to  the  city,  and  may  do  it  now,  with  the  gaining 
clear  of  a  mod  fine  circuit  of  firiti  land^  to  be  added 
to  that  Rood-Eye  they  have  already,  without  pre- 
judice of  any  place  or  perfon,  and  without  Itep- 
ping  one  foot  out  of  their  own  liberties.    And  now, 
i'br  thcprefent,  I  will  leave  what  further  might  be 
|:>urfuea  in  defcribing  more  particulars  of  this  city. 
Or  difcourfing  of  pther  memorable  things  therein, 
Vinto  that  part  of  our  ihtended  work,  which,  after 
^>ur  pafllng  over  the  other  parts  of  the  whole  coun- 
ty   in  their  order,  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  fet 
clown  the  perfons   that  have  had  the  rule  and  go- 
'V'crnment  both  of  the  county  and  the  city  •,  and  fuch 
other  matters  as  fhall  moft  fitly  arife  thereupon. 

For  our  proceeding  then  with  the  reft  of  Brox- 

ton  hundred,  which  we  made  but  anr  entrance  into, 

^re  will  take  occafion  to  leave  Handbridge,  that 

Vol.  I.  A  a  ancicuc 


178     THE    VALE.ROYAL 

ancient  part  of  this  city,  lying  clofc  to  the  (buth^ 
end  of  the  bridge,  and  ta^  view  of  that  part  of 
the  hundred,  which  lies  on  that  fide  of  the  rivdr 
Dee^  and  between  it  and  the  confines  of  Flintfhiit. 

L    A    C    H. 

• 

The  firlt  is  the  lordlhip  of  Lach,  whereof  a  grtat 
part  hath  in  times  pad  been  the  lands  of  the  fa- 
mous and  honourable  earls  ofOxenford^  of  whde 
revenues  in  thefe  parts,  many  at  this  day  of  othef 
names  be  the  owners  ^  and  the  chief  houfe  in  this 
townfhip  is  now  the  land  and  holding  of  Gcoi^ge 
Manley,  g^nt.  and  no  fmall  portion  ot  the  town- 
fliip,  the  lands  that  belonged  to  the  nunnery  io 
Chefter,  and  now  belonging  to  the  Breretons,  oS 
Handford,  efquires. 

More  than  a  mile  from  this,  towards  the  eaft, 
ftandeth  Ecclefton  church,  and  by  it  the  town  fo 
called,  whereof  the  chief  lordlhip  and  capital  houfe 
therein  arc  the  lands  of  the  heir  of  the  Venables,  ba- 
ron of  Kinderton,  at  this  prefcnt  the  kings  majef- 
ty's  ward :  the  fame  lordlhip  being  accounted  t 
member  of  that  great  fee  or  barony  of  Kinderton, 
and  doing  their  fuit  and  fervice  to  the  court  there 
accordingly  -,  the  patron  thereof  is  the  faid  baron. 

Down  lower  towards  the  fouth,  in  a  fine  level, 
lies  Doddlefton,  a  goodly  lordfhip,  the  demefht 
and  capital  houfe  whereof,  belong  now  to  the 
right  honourable  the  earl  of  Bridgcwater ;  and  tht 
church  there  may  juftly  vaunt  itlclf  to  be  the  bu- 
rying place  of  the  late  moft  wife  and  worthy  lord 
fLllclinerc,  viicount  Brackley,  and  lord  chancellor 
of  England,  who  having  managed  the  great  affohf 
gf  this  kingdom  in  that  honourable  place  withfifiT 
gular  wifdom  and  high  eftimation,  longer  time  thaa 
any  of  his  predcccflbrs  therein  ever  did :  yet  by  hifr 
own  appointment,  his   courfe  being  fioiflied,  his 

body 


OF      ENGLAND.  173 

body  was  brought  down  to  refl:  in  the  church  of 
Doddlefton. 

This  laid  lordfhip  adjoineth  to  Kinderton,  and 
next  to  that  lies  Burton ;  and  turning  towards  the 
lbuth-eaft»  from  thence  you  come  to  Pulford,  a 
great  lordfhip  of  the  right  worfhipful  Peter  War- 
burton^  of  Arcley,  cfquire,  who  is  patron  of  thar 
rcGtory. 

This  ilandeth  upon  the  river  Allen  ;  which  leads: 
]rou  on  full  eaft  unto  Poolton,  fometime  the  ancient 
Icat  of  the  Manleys,  gent,  now  belonging  as  a  mem- 
ber to  the  houfeofEaton,  at  Eaton-boat,  chemanfion 
of  the  worthy  family  of  the  Grofvenors ;  which  name 
Mr.  Cambden  derives  from  the  name  of  Great 
Hunter;    and  faith,  now   it  is  corruptly  called 
Grfavenor*     The  heirs  of  which  houfe,  as  in  many 
thar  proper  virtues,  fo  in  their  marriages  and  al- 
liances, have  been  happy  for  many  defcents,  and 
have  linked  many  families  together  of  great  digni- 
ty and  repute :   The  late  owner  thereof,  Richard 
Gjfofvenor,  efq.  deceafed,  by  a  daughter  of  the 
worfliipfiil  houfe  of  the  Brookes,  of  Norton,  had 
many  daughters-,  of  which,  fome  being  married,. 
arc  very  worthily  beftowcd  according  to  their  de- 
gree; but  his  heir  and  only  ion,  now  Sir  Richard 
Grofvenor,  knight  and  baronet,  epjoys  the  feat,  and 
{hews  his  own  worthinefs,  better  than  I  were  able,  if 
I  would  attempt  to  do  it ;  having  alfo  knit  unto 
his  houie  other  great  houfes  of  worfhip,  by  his  own 
marriages :  As  his  father,  fo  his  grandfather  had 
many  daughters,  by  whofe  marriages  that  houfe 
ftands  in  near  alliance  to  many  of  the  greateft  gen* 
tkmen  of  thefe  parts. 

Returning  then  a  little  back  to  the  liberties  of 

Cheiler,  our  way  is  to  pafs  over  the  bridge  •,  and 

if  we  go  along  the  wall  ealbvard,  we  fhall  foon  be 

It  the  rorcgatc-ftrect ;  which  being  done,  you  pre- 

A  a  2  fently 
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fentiv  go  to  ^pittle-Boi^hton,  fo  called  of  an  an-^ 
cicnthofpital  there  fituate. 

Near  unto  which  lies  Boughton  itfelf,  a  townihip 
well  replenifhed  with  gentlcmens  and  freeholders 
houfes :  but  becaufe  the  courfe  of  the  Dec  comes 
fouthward  I  will  turn  me  that  way ;  which  water^ 
even  as  it  turns  itfelf  towards  the  city,  faluteth  that 
fair  new  water-work,  even  now  in  finifliing  by  the 
coft  and  induflxy  of  John  Tirrar,  gent,  fon  of  him 
that  devifed  and  perfcfted  the  other  water-work  in 
the  city,  formerly  mentioned.  And  this  being  of  the 
like  hope,  to  bring  the  water  of  a  fine  ipring  near 
it  unto  the  midft  of  the  city,  t<j  a  ciftern  fituate 
by  the  High-crofs,  at  St.  Peter's  church,  which  is 
like  to  be  a  thing  pleafant  and  commodious. 

By  the  river  fide,  a  mile  further  fouthward,  lies 
Huntington,  a  lordlhip  -,  whereof  the  capital  ma- 
nor is  a  very  neat  houfe  of  timber,  and  belongs  to 
the  heirs  of  Sir  George  Beverley,  knight,  late  de- 
ceafed. 

•^  From  thence  we  foon  come  to  Churchen-heath, 
where  ftands  a  chapel  belonging  to  the  parilh  of  St. 
Werburgh  of  Chefter  aforefaid-,  and  next  to  it 
lies  a  rich  and  fertile  demefne,and  a  fair  ancient  tim- 
ber manfion-houfe  of  the  great  family  of  the  Calvc- 
leys  •,  which  now  by  the  late  deceafe  of  Sir  George 
Calveley,  knight,  is  his  being  in  wardfhip  to  his 
majefty*,  which  houfe  had  in  time  pad  one  addi- 
tion ot  honour,  when  the  owner  thereof  Sir  Hugh 
Calveley  was  captain  of  Calais,  and  married  the  late 
queen  of  Arragon-,  and  another  by  the  late  prefencc 
of  our  gracious  fovcreign  king  James,  in  anno 
1617,  ^"^»  ^^  ^^^  royal  progrefs  and  return  out  of 
Scodand,  came  thither  from  the  city  of  Chetter, 
and  advanced  there  the  faid  Sir  Geo.  Calveley  to 
the  degree  of  knighthood  j  who,  both  for  the  no- 
ble defcent  of  his  anceftors,   and  for  his  noble 

matches 
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matches  in  marriages,  was  worthily  thought  ca- 
pable of  that  Ills  majelty's  munificence. 

Beneath  this  demelne  comes  that  water  which 
began  not  far  from  Beefton-Caftle  *,  and  here,  not' 
for  off,  means  to  empty  itlelf  into  the  Dee  j  wc 
muft  therefore  ftep  over  a  fair  itone-bridge  at  Aid- 
ford,  and  fo  by  the  church  there  of  Aldfbrd,  in 
which  I  have  no  intelligence  worth  relation,  and 
a  fair  demefne  of  the  ancient  inheritance  of  the 
Phittons,  of  Gowfworth,  we  go  along  by  Hull- 
hall,  and  fo  by  the  goodly  corn-fields  to  Churton, 
where  are  fituate  two  gentlemens  habitations  of  the 
Bamftons,  and  the  Bollocks ;  and  fo  leaving  Al- 
derfcy  on  our  left  hand,  a  place  that  gave  begin-  • 
ning  to  gentlemen  of  that  name  there ;  and  from 
whence  came  many  Alderfeys  that  have  been  fa- 
mous, and  fome  of  them  citizens  of  London,  and 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Chefter,  and  whofe  poftc* 
rity  do  there  ftill  flourifh. 

We  come  to  Farndon,  where  is  a  fair  new 
church,  and  the  town  itfelf  a  handfome  continued 
ftreet  for  a  good  length,  reaching  down  to  the  foot 
df  an  exceeding  fair  ftone-bridge,  built  (no  doubt) 
together  with  that  old  fubftantial  caftle  in  the 
Holt,  the  bridge  being  the  only  partition  between 
the  two  towns ;  and  the  river  Dee  here  divid- 
ing a  corner  of  Denbighfhire  from  the  county  of  • 
Chefter. 

In  purfuing  the  courfe  of  our  river,  and  leav- 
ing, about  a  mile  or  more  northward,  the  town 
ofBarton,  fituated,  and  vulgarly  called,  upon  the 
Hill,  we  come  ftill  eafterly  to  Crew  and  Carden, 
whereof  both  have  given  names  to  gentlemens  fa- 
milies, though  now  almoft  failing;  this  latter 
being  now  the  manfion  of  John  Leech,  gentleman, 
a  man  of  a  good  defcent,  and  extendeth  to  the 
next,  called  Calcot,  where  a  gentleman  of  the 

fame 
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fame  name  hath  yet  a  fine  feat,  and  good  repu- 
tation. 

There  is  alfo  another  ancient  feat  of  a  houfe, 
the  poffeflbrs  whereof  were  the  Ycrdleys,  which, 
being  divers  years  fince  purchafed  by  lady  Choi- 
mohdeley»  is  by  her,  it  is  faid,  pafled  to  her  fon, 
Hugh  Cholmondeley,  £fq.  fecond  brother  to  Sir 
Robert  Cholmondeley^  baronet,  a  gentleman  much 
beloved  and  refpefted. 

Next  we  come  to  Tilftoo,  which  (tandeth  now 
in  the  neighbourhood,  by  a  fair  demefhe  and  man- 
fion-houfe,  heretofore  the  inheritance  of  the  Maf- 
fys  of  Grafton,  of  good  account,  but  latelv  pur- 
chafed, new  built,  and  greatly  enlarged,  by  Sir 
Peter  Warburton,   knight,   one  of  his  majefty's 
juftices  of  the  conunon-pleas  ^  a  man,  for  learning . 
io  the  law,  and  wifdom  in  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  of  fingular  note,  and  for  integrity  and  up- 
rightnefs  in  his  place,  of  great  fame  j  who  left  his 
only  daughter  and  heir,  the  now  lady  Grofvenor  ; 
and  by  her  former  hufljand  was  lady  Stanley  of 
Aldcrlcy,    and  mother  to  a  very  worthy  young 
gentleman,    Thomas   Stanley,     Efq.    and    many 
beautiful  daughters,  whereof  one  is  married  to  the 
heir  of  Sir  John  Dove,  knight. 

Upon  our  left  hand  from  hence  lieth,  adjoining 
Hoiton,  which  was  anciently  a  feat  oif  the  Gol- 
borns,  gentlemen  -,  and  Orton,  another  lordfhip ;  • 
and  paffing  thence,  ftill  fouthward,  by  the  town- 
fliip  or  hamlet  of  Charlcton,  we  come  prefently 
to  the  lordlhips  of  Shoclach,  being  two ;  of  tho 
name  whereof,  one  is  called  Church-Shoclach,  hav- 
ing a  little  church  in  it,  of  which  I  can  fay  Uttle ; 
and  as  for  the  cafllc,  which  Mr.  Cambdien  faith 
hath  been  here,  though  I  can  fay  lefs,  yet  I  delire 
I  could  fpeak  the  dclcrt  of  that  fair  and  goodly 
feat,  which  was  of  late  years  the  manfion  of  a 

great 


OF    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  183 

great  and  famous  knight.  Sir  Randal  Brereton, 
whole  daughter  and  heir,  by  her  marriage,  brought 
it  into  the  pofleflion  of  a  moft  worthy  and  many 
ways  ennobled  knight.  Sir  Richard  Kgerton,  the 
heir  and  fucceffor  of  the  houfe  of  Egcrton,  .erf" 
Ridley  -,  to  whom,  for  lingular  refpects  of  due 
merits,  I  would  I  could  fufficiently  utter  the  full 
tribute  of  my  duty. 

From  thence  we  come  to  Kidington,  the  utter- 
moit  confines,  fouthward,  both  of  this  hundred 
and  of  the  county ;  in  which  there  is  alfo  a  fii^ 
feat  of  an  ancient  branch  of  thofe  Breretons. 

And  then  near  unto  it,  a  brook,  or  rivulet,  that 
comes  more  eaft  to  fall  here  into  the  water  of  Dee, 
and  to  divide  us  from  the  parifti  of  Worthenbury ; 
and  from  an  out-nook  of  Flintfliire,  we  turn  full 
caftward  to  Old-caftle,  which  likely  got  its  name 
from  that  very  caftle,  which  our  writers  fpeak 
of  as  having  belonged  to  the  Arderns,  or  to  the 
Ormibces. 

And  looking  further  eaftward,  this  hundred 
fhcweth  nothing  elle  that  way  but  Chadwich 
Chapel,  a  member  of  the  next  great  parilh,  from 
whence  turning  your  face  northerly,  upon  a  very 
high  hill  is  fituatc  the  town  and  church  of  MaU 
pas,  one  of  the  baronies  of  the  earls  of  Chefter  j 
which  by  Hugh,  the  firft  earl  of  Chefter,  was  firft 
given  to  Robert  Fitz-Hugh  ;  and  having  pafled 
dirough  the  poflVffion  of  divers  lords  of  I'cvcral 
ibmames,  as  of  Patricks,  Suttons,  Sampiers, 
Clerks,  came  at  laft  to  the  renowned  family  of  the 
BnKttons,  and  the  grcateft  part  now  refts  in  Sir 
Wilfiam  Brercton  of  Brercton,  knight,  and  no 
final!  portion  in  the  heirs  of  Sir  Handal  Brereton, 
of  Shoclach  before-mentioned;  befides  divers 
other  branches  of  that  noble  ftem  here  and  there 
difperfed.  Some  of  thofe  firft  barons,  no  doubt, 
adorned  the  fame  barony  with  a  caltie,  which  is 

now 
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now  ruined  and  decayed,  and  wich  a  gtxjilj 
churchy  which  yet  flands  eminendy  mouce^c  on 
the  highcft  part  of  the  town,  from  whence  the 
profpccl  is  every  way  moil  pleafanc ;  and  the  ianae 
church  well  kipplied  for  the  furtherance  of  God's 
fervice  \  there  remaining  two  redcories,  and  none 
of  the  meaneit  maintenance,  for  the  refidency  of 
two  divines,  alternately  performing  all  parifh  du- 
ties ;  and  the  patronages  thereof  belonging  to  the 
knights  of  Brcreton  and  Shoclach,  either  of  than 
one. 

In  the  church  are  memorials  of  Sir  Hugh  Chol- 
mondeley,  of  Cholmondeley,  the  elder ;  and  Sir 
Hugh  Cholmondeley  the  younger,  knights  ;  and  of 
the  lady  Mary  Cholmondeley,  wife  ot  the  faid  Sir 
Hugh  the  younger,  mother  of  the  faid  Sir  Robert 
Cholmondeley,  baronet,  now  living,  which  is  there 
created  of  alabafter,  cut  and  richly  adorned,^  accord- 
ing to  the  d^rees  and  defertsof  thofe  worthy  perfbns. 
,    To  which,  I  had  purpofe  here  to  have  mlertcd 
fuch  a  remembrance  of  that  Sir  Hugh  Cholmoh- 
dcK  y  tlie  elder,  as  at  his  deceafc  was   compofed, 
and  then  intended  to  have  been  preferved,    for 
U-tUT  prcfcrvation  of  his  worthy  memory  ;  but  it 
would  be  thought  now  unleafonable,  and  myfelf, 
ivrhajw,    Iv    ccnfure^i    as   too    indulgent  to    the 
Nluu-s,  that  then  prcfcntcd  it  to  his  fon;  then  Sir 
iluv.;h  C'hohnoiulcky,   who  benignly  accepted  it, 
auvl  tvuritifuUy  rewarded  the  writer  of  it.     There- 
fore,  1  will  only  record  thus  much  of  it.  That  it 
contained   the  honourable  courie  of  his  life,   the 
great  e»iiplv)yinent  of  liis  place,  having  been  five 
years  high  iheiiirof  the  County  Palatine  of  Chef. 
t^T,  lometimes  ot  FliRiriiire,  a  long  time  one  of 
Uic  ixvo  only  deputy  lieutenants  of  Chclhire,  and 
a  good   I'pace  vice-preiident   of  the   Marches  of 
^)  alei,  under  that  moil  honourable  and  famous 
oir  lltnry  Sydney,  knight,  lord  deputy  of  Ireland-, 

together 
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togeiher  with  brave  atchievcments  in  his  youths 
fetching  his  knighthood,  by  his  fword,  from 
Lcitb,  in  Scotland,  in  his  younger  days ;  his  great 
providence  and  care  to  advance  his  eftate  and  reve- 
nues ;  and  his  admirable  gifts  of  wifdom,  tempe- 
rance, continency,  liberality,  hofpitality,  and  many 
virtues  of  his  life,  and  godly  departure  at  his  end  i 
with  the  comforts  that  were 'offered  unto  us  by  the 
lais  of  him,^  becaufe  he  left  fo  compleat  a  fucceCr 
for  the  heir  of  all  his  virtues  and  dignities,  then 
faUy  ripened,  and  pofleflbr  of  the  fame,  his  faid  fon. 
Sir  Hugh  Cholmondeley  the  younger ;  fo  that  it 
was  then  thought,  the  writer  concluded  well  in 
the  end  of  that  encomium : 

Then  for  the  lafi  a£m  to  his  pure  foul^ 
fVhich  Ifaves  us  gain  for  lofsj  ami  mirth  for  moan ; 
J'  ivf/h  the  title  might  his  fame  inrol^ 
^nabe  engraven  with  gold  upon  hisjlone. 

/#^  have  interred  his  reverend  body  hert^ 
^Tjat  was  our  xountrf  s  father  fifty  year. 

Ergo  quid  hM  mcsfti  decor ent  nunc  funera  fletus^ 

Cum  vclet  iff  berets  metis  fruUura  bonis  f 
^is  fatriam  beget  takm  amifijfe  par  ent  em^ 

Tentus  cut  remanet  fede  reliSus  bones  ? 
E'cquis  in  occiduo  defperet  lumina  fole^ 

Craftina  qu^e  rurfum  eft  exbibitura  dies  ? 
Hox  fugit  imbre  vacans^  redeunt  fpellacula :  Pbn^bus 

Cejhrenjt  exfurgens  clarior  orbe  micat. 

Pietatis  ergo  pofuit,  &c.  W.  W. 

Not  to  omit  the  name  of  Malpas,  becaufe  all 
^^^TOicrs  have  thought  it  obfervable,  as  coming  from 
^-^^Ma  platea^  a  name  it  borrowed  from  a  foul,  nar- 
^     )w,  cumbrous  way  that  led  into  it,  called  Ilflreet; 
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and  even  in  the  Britifh  language  was  called  De- 
penbach,  a  word  of  the  fsana  fignification»  which 
gave  occafioh  to  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  to  recoixl 
this  pleafant  (lory :  How  a  Jew  travelling  this 
^ay  tcfwerds  Shewlbury,  in  company  of  the  arch- 
deacon of  Malpas,  whofe  furname  was  Peache, 
which  word  fignifies  Sin,  and  of  a  dean,  named 
Devil;  which  archdeacon  was  telling  the  dean, 
that  his  archdeaconry  began  at  Ilftreet,  and  reach- 
ed as  far  as  Malpas,  towards  Chefter :  Wonder 
it  is,  quoth  the  Jew,  and  my  fortune  indeed  good, 
if  ever  I  get  fafe  out  of  this  place,  where  Sin  is  the 
archdeacon,  and  Devil  the  dean,  lUtreet  the  entrance, 
and  Malpas  the  pafT^  out  of  the  archdeaconry. 

So  returning  now  further  northerly,  we  ccnne 
next  to  a  townfhip  call^  Hampton,  well  known 
by  a  fair  houfe  there  fituated,  being  the  feat  of  the 
Bromleys,  and.  now  Hugh  Bromleys,  Ef<J.  learn- 
ed in  the  law ;  and  alfo  by  a  well-known  name  of 
Hampton-poft,  fo  called  from  an  old  tree,  Handing 
in  the  road  to  Chefter  from  Whitchurch,  and 
reckoned  as  a  mark  for  paflcngers  travelling  that 
way ;  and  another  way,  which  there  crofleth  that,  and 
Icadcthfrom  Malpas  into  the  other  part  of  Chelhire. 

Along  that  way  to  Chefter,  we  come  to  ft^ 
Edge,  a  fair  lordfhip,  and  now  the  manfion-houfe 
of  Edward  Dodd,  Efq.  baron  of  the  princefs 
highnefs  court  of  exchequer  at  Chefter,  an  office 
of  much  efteem  in  this  county,  and  by  him  hath 
been  many  years  fupplied  with  great  fufficiency. 

Near  to  that  lies  Dockington,  a  lordlhip  or  Sir 
William  Brereton's  •,  but  more  eafterly  is  that  an- 
cient  feat  of  Egerton,  the  houfe  and  demefne  thaj 
gave  name  to  that  noble  and  honourable  family  of 
the  Egertons  •,  which  name  is  now  worthily  ad- 
vanced to  titles  of  great  honour,  but  had  begin- 
ning here  from  one  of  the  fons  of  David  of  Mal- 
pas,   as  Mr.  Cambden   hath   colk&cd,    and  fo 

named 


O  F    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  187 

named  of  this  place  of  their  habitation.  As  alfo 
there,  fay  other  gentlemen  of  the  fame  race  had 
their  furnames  from  other  places;  as  Cotgreve, 
Overton,  Coddington,  and  Golborn. 

From  thence,  holding  our  courfe  ilill  northerly, 
we  prefently  enter  upon  the  goodly  demefne  of 
Cholmondeley,  which  the  vulgar  fpeech  call  con- 
tra&edly  Cholmley,  and  is  now  the  feat  of 
the  honourable  baronet  Sir  Robert  Cholmon- 
deley ;  who,  unto  that  great  worth  he  hath  jufl: 
title  unto  from  his  anceuors  for  many  defcents, 
hath  added  great  Honour  unto  his  houfe,  by  his 
marriage  with  a  yirtuous  daughter  of  the  right 
honourable  the  lord  Stanhope's  ;  of  whofe  wor- 
thinefs,  in  the  governing  of  the  great  affairs  of 
the  country,  liberal  hofpitality,  and  other  virtues, 
befeeming  his  noble  dcfcent,  much  might  wor- 
thily be  added  in  this  place  *. 

From  the  confines  of  this  lordftiip,  and  this 
hundred,  on  that  part,  we  proceed  to  Bickerton, 
another  member  thereof,  to  which  adjoineth  Glut- 
ton*, and  near  unto  the  fame  a  very  fine  and 
large  demefne,  and  a  houfe  anfwerable  unto  it, 
being  the  lordihip  and  habitation  of  John  Maflic, 
Efq.  and  near  unto  it  Coddington  church  •,  the 
patron  whereof  is  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Chefter. 

Next  to  Bickerton  lies  Bulkley,  the  lordihip 
of  the  lady  Cholmondeley  before  mentioned,  as 
part  of  the  inheritance  of  Holford ;  where  there 
are  a  fair  houfe  and  demclnes,  that  belong  to  the 
houfe  of  Sir  George  Calveley,  late  of  Lea  before- 
mentioned,  and  a  fair  new  houfe  of  Thomas  Braf* 
^^>  gentleman,  of  an  ancient  dcfcent ;  and  near 
«nto  this  the  lordihip  of  Chov/ley,  belonging  to 
^he  Duttons  of  Hatton  •,  beyond  which,  we  come 

.  •  The  family  of  the  Cholmonddcys  was  ennobled  in  the 
>car  1706,  by  the  ftile  and  title  of  Lord  Cholmondeley,  of 
^'iiolmonddey,  in  this  county,  Vifconnt  Malm,  Sec. 
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next  to  Handley,  where  fluids  the  pariih  church 
of  Handley,  of  which,  more  than  that  it  ap- 
pears  to  be  of  a  very  ancient  foundation,  I  cao 
fay  little ;  the  patronage  whereof  belongeth  to  the 
faid  dean  and  chapter.  But  bending  from  thence 
more  eailerly,  ^e  come  to  thofe  mountains,  cal- 
led Broxton  Hills.  The  name  of  that  lonlihip 
of  Broxton,  whereof  the  whole  hundred  is  deno- 
minated, and  to  which  were  ^iven  certain  privi- 
leges concerning  tolls  and  carnages;  the  particu- 
lars whereof  I  have  not  yet  attained  to  be  inform- 
ed of;  but  the  chief  feats  now  within  the  fame  lord- 
fhip  are,  tliat  one  of  David  Maflie,£fq.  and  the  other 
the  ancient  breeding  place  of  a  great  family  in  this 
county,  of  the  Dodds,  which  are  branched  into 
many  houfes  of  continuance  to  this  day;  but  the 
feat  itfelf,  now  lately  for  want  of  iflue-male,  be- 
gins a  foundation  for  another  name,  and  is  pofTefled 
by  my  worthy  friend  Mr,  Edward  Taiinct,  who 
hath  his  defcent  from  Shropfhire. 

The  faid  hundred  of  Broxton,  now  ftretching-  out 
flill  northward,  by  an  out-angle  of  Edfbury  hun- 
dred, brings  us  next  to  a  gqodly  common,  called 
Tattenhall-wood,  whereof  there  arc  two  parts  of  ve- 
ry fruitful  foil,  and  large  extent,  appertaining  now 
to  Peter  Egerton,  Efq.  together  with  the  lordlhip 
and  church-town  of  Tattcnhall :  Of  which  church 
and  rectory,  he  is  alfo  patron  * ;  in  which  there  is  al- 
fo  in  this  town,  a  very  fair  houfe  newly  eredled  by 
Richard  Bollock,  Efq.  made  all  of  brick,havingafair 
demefne  thereunto  adjoining.  And  not  far  from  it, 
a  fair  houfe  and  demefne  ot  the  Duttons  of  Hatton^ 
called  Kuihall ;  and  near  unto  it,  another  of  the 
like  fituation,  called  the  Cleys,  being  the  feat  of  a 
branch  of  that  great  family  or  the  Golbornes,  which 
were  anciently  owners  of  that  fpacious  demefne, 
and  great  feat  of  the  Golbornes,  now  the  lands  of 
*  TMs  living  ii  now  in  the  gift  of  the  Biihop  of  Chefter. 

the 
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ht  Baronf  of  Kindcrton,  called  ft  ill  by  the  nvunq 
^  Golborne  Bellows,  or  Below,  and  19  watered  by 
i  part  of  that  water,  wher^  wt  fpok;e  be^ 
or?,  which,  fromJience,  ryns  that  way  to  the  h^^ 
laU  afore-mentioned. 

The  entrance  of  which  brook  into  Broxton 
iundrcd,  ftands  near  Huxky,  wheroin  we  n^ay,  at 
»licc,  take  view  of  two  gogdly  dcmefnes,  with  anci- 
nt  feats  to  them  both  -,  the  one  of  which  13  the  in-^ 
leritance  of  the  honourable  race  of  th^  Savages  of 
lockfavage,  and  hath  been  long  ii)  the  holding  of 
he  Bickenheads,  of  worfhipful  account. 

The  other  is  of  Clivc  of  Huxley,  of  whom  hatli 
mn  a  famou$  delcent  both  of  knights  and  ^fquires, 
if  that  name  and  houfe :  This  demefne  is  accounted 
Doft  fertile  and  fruitful.  And  if  I  may  add  this, 
have  heard  ibme  (killful  hu(band$,  in  their  coun- 
ly  difputations,  hold  it  forth  for  truth,  that  fom^ 
\t  this  demefne  is  (omnibus  viis  et  modiO  the  beft 
;round  in  Chefliire. 

The  brook  or  rivulet  running  near  Hu3|leyt  di- 
ides  the  reft  of  the  whole  hundred  of  Broxtpn  from 
hat  of  £d(bury }  and  the  next  lordship  to  Huxley 
I  a  very  large  demefne  of  Hatton,  a  feat  of  one 
nach  of  the  great  and  famous  race  qi  the  Dut- 
oinsofPutton  \  and  the  houfe,  being  a  fair,  ancient 
Gliding  in  themidft  thereof,  is  now  poflcfled  by  Mr« 
)utcpn  of  Hatton. 

And  from  thence  you  come  next  to  Waverton, 
rberein  ftands  the  pariih  church  of  that  name;  but 
lefides  the  antiquity,  which  manifefteth  itfelf  in  the 
igbt  of  it,  I  find  no  other  memorial  of  note  in 
t  \  the  gift  of  the  parfonage  belongeth  to  the  6i- 
hopof  Chefter. 

From  thence  leaving  Saighton  on  the  Hill,  fo 
ailed  by  the  high  fituation,  on  our  left  hand,  which 
lath  be«»i  a  grange  little  lefs  than  an  abbe) ,  belong- 
flg  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Werburgi  and,  (t  feems, 
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fome  of  their  religious  fociety  had  this  for  their  neft^ 
it  now  is  poflcffcd  by  John  Calvcley,  Efq.  one  ftcm 
of  thofe  Calveleys  of  the  Lea,  of  famous  account^ 
we  come  prefentlyto  Chriftleton,  an  ample  lordihip, 
divided  into  two  townfhips,  in  the  principal  where- 
of ftands  the  church.  And  the  chief  figniory  there 
refting  in  the  heirs  of  the  Harpurs  of  Swarfon^ 
knights  of  great  eftimation  in  the  county  of  Derby ; 
yet  many7)dicr  gentlemen  have  been  owners  of  fair 
lands  within  that  precinA,  as  the  Venables,  Snids, 
Egertons,  and  Cholmondeleys. 

Beneath,  and  eaftward  on  our  right  hand,  lies 
the  Cottons,  the  chief  town  of  the  two  of  that 
name,  called  Abbot-Cotton,  with  a  fair  capital 
melTuage,  in  the  holding  of  my  good  friend  Thomas 
Partington,  gentleman,  and  other  great  tenements 
and  lands  there,  being  of  the  inheritance  of  the  laid 
Baron  of  Kinderton;  which  reaching  Stamford 
bridge,  we  fhall  follow  the  water  ftraightway  till  it 
brings  us  to  our  firft  entrance  into  this  hundred. 

But  firft  let  us  keep  aloof  upon  the  high  ground, 
and  take  a  view  of  Hoole,  which  confines  upon  the 
liberties  of  the  city  of  Chefter,  and  contains  within 
it  a  pleafant  and  fweet  feat  belonging  to  the  R^ht 
Worfhipful  Sir  Hugh  Bunbury,  Knight,  and  then 
falling  downwards  with  Great  TrafFordj  and  be- 
holding on  our  left  hand  Newton,  the  lordfhip  of 
John  Hurleftone,  Efq.  which  was  once  one  or  the 
fweet  models  that  the  abbot  and  his  convent  kept  for 
their  own  wholefome  provifion ;  which  William, 
fon  of  the  Conftablc  of  Chefter,  gave  them ;  as  alfo, 
1  fuppofe,  that  much  of  Great  TrafFord  ferved  them 
for  the  fame  purpole-,  go  but  tlirough  Sutton,  ano- 
ther fat  and  fruitful  lordfhip,  repleniftied  with  gpod 
and  commodious  tenements,  you  areprefently  up- 
on that  vale  of  goodly  rich  meadowing,  which  may 
well  carry  the  prime  name  for  a  fruittul  fpring  of 
^rafii    from  whence  it  lerved  much  of  the  city*s 

pro* 
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provifion,  and  many  other  neighbouring  places,  for 
their  winters  provifion  of  hay^  and  only  taking 
view  therein  ot  that  ancient  chapel  of  Plemiftowe, 
that  ftands  in  it,  being  a  parifh  ot  itfelf,  and  a  place 
well  frequented  by  the  neighbours  thereabouts,  for 
the  fervice  of  God,  we  have  here  finilhcd  our  courfc 
for  our  hundred  of  Broxton. 


The  Hundred  o/*  Nantwicii. 

IN  a  more  fquare-like,  or  rather  a  more  Loflen- 
gee  form,  the  fharp  angles  whereof  point  fouth- 
caft,  and  north-weft,  lies  the  hundred  of  Nant- 
wich,  fo  named  of  the  principal  town  therein  •,  in 
the  defcription  whereof,  I  hold  it  the  beft  courfe 
to  begin  there  where  the  famous  water  of  Weaver, 
prefcntly  after  it  hath  gotten  the  name  of  a  dream, 
enters  into  this  hundred,  and  grows  by  degrees, 
ere  it  part  out  of  this  precinft,  to  be  of  great  fame. 
It  enters  this  hundred  near  unto  Cholmondeley, 
•and  running  along  by    Chorley    and  Norbury, 
town-members  of  that  great  figniory  of  Cholmon- 
deley, the  inheritance  of  Sir  Robert  Cholmondeley, 
Bart,  it  receives  there  a  fair  increafe  by  a  water  that 
-comes  from  a  great  mere,  which  gives  name  to 
Marbury,  a  parifh  with  a  church  in  it,  howfoever 
a  member  of  the  great  parifh  of  Whitchurch,  in 
the  county  of  Salop,  two  miles  diftant  from  it,  the 
north-weft  angle  of  this  hundred  extending  itfelf 
to  Coifly,  and  another  lordfhip  called    Wyrfal, 
which  hath  fome  time  been  the  lands  of  the  Hin- 
tons,  an  ancient  family ;  we  then  turn  our  faces  a 
little  more  cafterly,  to  pafs  by  Marley,  a  feat  of  the 
Pooles  of  Marley,  a  fair  houfe  and  demefne  within 
thcprecindts  of  Marbury ;  and  by  Baddiley,  the 

feat 
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his  godly  precept,  in  which  he  faith.  Make  unto 
w  friends  of  the  mamon  of  iniquity  that  they  may  in- 
erit  the  holy  tabernacle.  I  oftentimes  revolving 
nth  myfelf  thefe  other  precepts  of  OUr  Saviour; 
nd  confidering  the  change  ot  all  temporal  things, 
[le  mifeiy,  and  the  fhortnefs  of  human  life,  I  am 
'holly  relolved  to  change  all  worldly  things,  and 
ic  vanities  of  this  age,  for  the  love  of  God  •,  and 
)  exchange  fhadows  for  realities ;  and  to  thofe  who 
avc  given  thetnfelves  wholly  to  the  divine  fervice, 
>  them  I  have  bellowed  this  donation.  In  the 
qginning,  I  give  and  grant  to  my  Maker  with  a 
nccrc  heart,  by  thecounfelandcortfentof  my  lord 
anulph,earl  of  Chcftcr,  and  lord  Roger  of  Cheftcr, 
id  William  my  fon  and  heir,  for  the  health  of 
c  and  rtiy  wife  Petronel,  and  my  children,  and 
1  my  friends,  for  the  redemption  of  our  fouls  i 
^y»  I  give  humbly  and  devoutly  to  our  Lord 
od  the  place  and  lite,  which  is  called  Comber- 
crc,  to  the  founding  and  erefting  of  a  certain 
ibey  of  the  monks  of  St.  Benedidt,  in  honour 
the  moft  blefled  and  moft  glorious  Virgin 
]ary,  and  the  mother  of  God,  and  the  Lord 
:fus  Chrift,  and  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  the 
>od,  the  plain,  the  waters,  the  water-courfes  and 
e  fifliings,  the  meadows,  the  paftures,  the  feed- 
gs,  with  all  other  their  appurtenances,  and  with 
[  other  commodities  and  things  which  are  there, 

may  be  made  there,  as  well  under  the  earth  as 
K>ve,  for  ever :  to  wit,  between  thefe  bounds^ 
oiti  the  rife  of  Haremus,  which  is  between  Mar- 
jry  and  Brankelow  -,  and  fo  following  and  de- 
ending  by  the  river  unto  the  wood  of  Royal,  and 
ic  moiety  o(the  aforefaid  wood  j  and  then  albend- 
g  from  the  aforefaid  river  eaftward  of  the  wood, 
wards  the  water  of  Combermerc,  ^nto  the  top 
f  the  mountain  J  and  fo  following  the  head  of 
ic  mountain  through  the  middle  of  the  wood  of 
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Royal  towards  thefouth,  to  the  inferior  part  of  the 
aforefaid  mountain,  and  from  the  inferior  part  of 
the  aforefaid  mountain,  direftly  ovcrthwart,  unto  a 
certain  fichet  fouthward^  nigh  to  the  inferior 
head  of  the  Monepolle ;  and  from  thence  to  the  in- 
ferior part  of  that  land  which  is  called  Sychele ; 
and  from  thence  to  a  certain  way  which  leadeth 
againft  the  village  of  WySe  •,  and  fo  following  the 
faid  way  northward,  diredly  to  the  wood,  which  is 
called  Greenford-ley,  and  leaving  the  faid  wood  on 
your  left  hand  ;  and  fo  following  always  Grcenford- 
ley  to  the  metes  and  bounds  between  the  land  of 
William  of  Warem,  and  my  land,  alwayt  follow- 
ing the  faid  metes  and  bounds,  until  you  come  to 
the  faid  rife  of  Haremus.  Alfo,  I  give  to  the  faid 
abbey  and  monks,  there  fervin^  God,  my  manor 
of  Wilkfley,  and  the  village  ot  Royal  and  Lod- 
more,  and  the  land  adjoining,  which  is  called  Bur- 
ley,  and  the  village  of  Dodecotte,  with  die  wood 
of  the  faid  village,  and  the  mill  of  Chelky  [n^w 
Brook'S'tnilt]^  with  all  the  mill-pond,  and  the  fifti- 
ing  on  either  fide,  and  one  hundred  feet  beyond 
the  mill-pond,  of  my  land  of  Cheval,  to  repair  the 
mill-pond  and  mill,  as  often  as  need  requires,  with- 
oyt  fuit  or  contradiction  of  me,  or  my  heirs,  or 
affigns,  or  any  of  them. 

And  alfo,  I  give  the  wood,  which  is  called 
Brendewood,  and  the  wood  wliich  is  called.  Light- 
birchwood,  and  the  wood  called  Buterley-heys,  with 
all  the  appurtenances  and  commodities;  as^  in 
woods  and  waftes,  plains,  in  paths  and  ways,  and 
in  the  waters,  and  the  water-courfes,  and  in  the 
fiihings,  in  the  meadows,  in  the  paftures,  in  the 
marlhes,  in  the  moors,  and  all  other  things  which 
are  there,  or  may  be  made  there,  as  well  under  the 
earth  as  above,  for  ever,  between  thefe  bounds ; 
to  wit,  from  that  place  where  the  river  of  Burley 
defcendeth  into  the  water  of  Weaver  j  and  fo  fol- 
lowing 
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lowing  the  faid  river,  afcending  to  that  land  which 
is  called  Burley;  and  (o  always  toUowing  the  bounds 
between  Burley  and  die  wood  which  is  called 
Grecnford-ley,"to  the  wood  which  is  called  Eftie- 
wood-,  and  from  thence,  following  always  the 
northern  part  of  the  wood,  to  Trepwood ;  and 
fo  fgllowing  a  fichet,  which  runneth  between  the 
wood  of  Dodecotte  and  the  aforefaid  wood  of 
Trepwood,  unto  the  wood  which  is  called  Mor- 
hey'i  and  from  thence  unto  Sparthife,  and  from 
thence  unto  the  metes  and  bounds  of  Sofainton ; 
and  fo  following  by  a  certain  fichet  to  a  water 
called  Doulbrook,  to  the  place  where  it  falls  into 
the  water  of  Weaver,  and  afcending  by  the  wa- 
ter of  Weaver  unto  the  mill  of  Checkley ;  and 
fo  always  afcending  and  following  the  faid  river  of 
Weaver,  unto  that  place  where  the  aforefaid  river 
of  Burley  falleth  into  the  faid  river  of  Weaver. 

All  thofe  metes  and  bounds,  as  well  on  the  faid 
place  of  Combermere,  as  of  the  faid  manor  of 
Wilkflevy  I  Hugh  Malbanc,  with  my  wife  Petro- 
ncl,  ana  William  myfon,  and  many  others  per- 
anibulated  and  compafled,  and  have  freely  given 
to  the  faid  abbey  of  Combermere,  and  to  the 
monks  there  ferving  God,  and  to  their  fucceflbrs, 
all  things  being  within  the  faid  metes  and  bounds, 
-with  all  their  appurtenances,  without  referving 
any  thing  temporal,  to  me,  my  heirs,  or  affigns, 
for  ever ;  and  let  them  make  of  the  wood  and 
plain  every  where  what  they  pleafe,  by  inclofing 
or  affertin^  at  their  pleafure. 

And  I  give  to  the  fame  monks  common  of  paf- 
ture  for  all  their  cattle  in  all  my  woods  and  paf* 
tures  of  Chelhire,  and  that  they  may  tukc  wood 
to  burn,  and  timber  to  build,  as  well  without,  as 
within  that  abbey,  at  their  pleafure,  in  all  my 
woods,  as  freely  as  I  to  my  own  ufc,  except  my 
or  eft  of  Conhull, 

C  c  2  And 
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And  I  alfo  grant  unto  the  fame  moftks,  the 
fourth  part  of  the  town  of  Wych,  and  tithe  of 
my  fait,  and  of  the  falt-pits  that  are  mine,  and 
that  belong  to  others,  and  of  my  money,  and  th^ 
fait  of  bleffed  Mary  the  Virgin,  and  fait  on 
Friday,  and  fait  for  the  abbot's  table,  as  freely 
as  I  have  at  my  board.  And  let  them  have  their 
court  diftinft  from  their  townfmen,  or  from  their 
tenants,  and  alTize  of  bread  and  ale,  and  of  all 
kinds  of  meafures,  and  toll  and  blodwit,  and 
amercements,  and  all  manner  of  fines  of  all  forts 
of  trefpafles  of  all  their  tenants  and  men,  atf  freely 
as  I  have  to  my  own  ufe. 

Likewife  I  grant  unto  the  fame  monks,  and  to 
all  the  townfmen,  and  tenants  of  the  fame  town, 
common  of  paflure  in  all  woods  and  paftures, 
meadows  and  heath  grounds,  marfhes,  moors,  and 
fields  belonging  to  the  faid  town,  and  through  all 
Ravenfmore,  and  the  wood  of  Creche^  without 
moleftation  of  any.  And  if  it  happen  that  any 
of  their  burgeflcs,  tenants,  or  men,  be  impleaded 
in  my  court  Tor  any  trefpafs,  I  will,  and  grant  for 
me  and  my  heirs,  or  my  afligns,  that  my  forefaid 
monks  have  the  amercements  and  fines  without 
moleftation  or  contradtftion  of  me,  or  of  my 
heirs,  or  afligns  whatfoever. 

I  give  alfo  to  the  fame  monks  a  plough-land  in 
the  town  of  Afton,  with  the  church  of  the  fame 
town,  and  the  chapel  of  Wych  Malbanc,  with 
all  the  appurtenances  ;  and  one  plough-land  in 
Sandon,  and  the  moiety  of  the  town  of  Alftane- 
fcid,  with  the  church  there,  and  the  church  of 
Sandon,  and  common  of  pafture  with  all  my 
cattle  in  the  foreft  of  Sandon. 

I  grant  likewife  to  the  fame  monks  and  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs  free  paflagecvcry  where  through  all  my  lands, 
with  freeingrefs  and  egrefs  to  take  whatfoever  they 
want,  as  often  as  whenfoever  they  pleafe.     And 
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let  them  have  all  and  Angular  thepremiflcs  in  free^ 
pure,  and  perpetual  alms,  as  freely  and  ablblutcly 
from  all  fecular  exaftion  and  worldly  lervice, 
with  as  ample  freedom  and  peace  as  any  alms  may 
be  enjoyed,  and  we  may  never  challenge  or  ex- 
aft  any  thing  but  only  fpiritual  benefit  and  prayer. 

Therefore  of  my  good  will  I  freely  grant,  that 
my  lord  Ranulph  carl  of  Chefter  be  principal 
founder  and  detender  of  the  laid  church  and 
monks  there  ferving  of  God,  and  that  his  heirs 
after  him  ever  fhare  in  all  good  things  there. 

Witneffes  of  this  eftablifliment  and  grant  ate 
thefe,  my  lord  Ranulph,  earl  of  Chefter,  Roger, 
bifliop  of  Chefter,  Adelia,  my  mother,  Petronel, 
my  wife,  William,  my  fon,  William,  abbot  of 
Chefter,  Robert  andOdo,  chaplains,  William,  fon 
of  Ralph,  and  Archibald,  and  many  others  who 
both  faw  and  heard. 

And  I  Roger,  bifhop  of  Chefter,  at  the  pious 
requeft  of  John  of  Malbanc,  and  other  nobles,  in 
perpetual  memory  hereof,  and  that  his  prefent  gift 
and  grant  may  for  ever  ftand  in  force,  in  prefencc 
of  Ranulph  earl  of  Chefter,  and  other  nobles  at 
Chefter,  have  affixed  hereto  the  feal  of  my  biftiop- 
rick. 

And  therefore  if  any  (hall  any  ways  violate, 
diminifti,  or  wilfully  hinder  this  alms,  gift,  ancl 
grant,  let  him  have  the  curfe  of  God  and  the 
blcfled  Virgin  and  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  to 
whom  in  fpecial  manner  all  thefe  things  are  grant- 
ed, together  with  my  own,  left  he  be  repentant 
for  his  mifdeed.     Be  it  fo,  Be  it  fo.     Amen. 

Upon  the  very  brow  or  bank  of  the  mere  is  the 
abbey  fituate,  with  the  park  and  all  other  parts  for 
profit  and  pleafure  furpaiTing,  and  environed  on 
all  fides  to  a  large  ^tent,  with  fuch  goodly  farms, 
which  then,  and  yet  are  the  holding  of  the  tenants 
to  this  abbey,  as  that  I  know  none  for  number  and 
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largenefs  comparable  to  them  in  all  thefe  parts, 
that  which  I  make  the  greateft  ornament  of  it  now, 
is,  that  af  cer  the  change  of  the  idle  owners  it  for- 
merly had,  it  hath  been  fince  pofTeJOTed  by  a  branch 
of  that  renowned  name  of  the  Cottons,  who  have 
been  of  great  account  in  many  Ihires,    and  of 
whom  this  race  hath  now  fucceeded  here  unto  the 
prefent  owner  thereof,  George  Cotton,  efquire,  a 
man  of  fingular  account  for  his  wifdom,  integrity, 
gentlends,  godlinefs,  facility,  and  all  generous  dilf- 
pofitions  -,  not  to  fay  much  of  Burledam,  the  fur- 
thermoft  eafterly  part  of  this  lordfbip,    wherein 
there  is  a  little  chapel  ibr  the  eafe  of  the  furcheCk 
remote  tenants  of  this  abbey,  this  whole  trad:  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Dodcot  and  Wilkflty)  a  brook 
caUed  Combrus  falling  from  this,  a  great  mere; 
which  alfo  hath  been  called  Comber-lake,  meetcth 
Ihortly  with  the  river  Weaver,  about  Broomhall, 
a  great  townlhip,  the  greateft  part  whereof  hath 
been  the  lands  of  the  lord  Shavingcon  in  the  edge 
of  Shropfhire,  now  fir  Robert  Necdham's,  and  near 
whereunto  is  fituate  a  demefne  of  the  Whitncys, 
called  the  manor  of  Cole-Pilate ;  and  another  of 
the  Chefwifs,  called  the  hall  of  Mickley,  from 
whence  having  on  our  right  hand  the  parifti  church 
and  town  of  Wrenbury,  which  hath  been  fome- 
timc  a  member  of  the  great  church  of  A6lon,  but 
is  now  an  entire  parifli  of  itfelf,  and  near  adjoin- 
ing unto  it  the  hall  of  Wrenbury,  a  very  pleafant 
feat  of  one  of  that  great  name  of  the  Starkeys,  and 
belongs  to  the  heir  of  a  late  worthy  virtuous  gen- 
tleman, Arthur  Surkey,  efquire,  deceafed* 

We  ftep  over  the  faid  river  Weaver,  at  a  bridge 
called  Stanford-Bridge,  where  the  faid  river, 
foon  after  augmented  by  the  Combrus,  and  with 
another  pretty  brook  falling  out  of  Shrop- 
(hire,  firft  faluteth  a  village  called  Afton,  near 
which  there  is  an  ancient  feat  of  one  houfe  of 

the 
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thcEgertons,  called  Egerton,  of  Chriftlcton,  but 
more  lately  of  Newhall,  and  then  bendeth  more 
cafterly  to  Audlem,  adorned  with  a  fair  parifh 
churchy  and  is  a  goodly  lordfhip  of  great  extent, 
one  angle  thereof  (hooting  with  an  inlet  as  it  were 
into  the  county  of  Salop,  called  Tittenley,  and 
on  the  fouth  enlargeth  itfelf  with  a  great  lord- 
(hip  called  Buerton,  where  the  Pooles,  of  Wir- 
rail  hundred,  a  race  of  great  antiquity  and  worfliip, 
have  great  pofleffions ;  and  alfo  the  Gamulls  of 
worthy  repute,  the  heir  being  Francis  GamuU, 
efquire,  yet  under  age,  hath  a  ftately  houfe  and 
good  DoiTeffions  :  And  on  the  right  hand  of  it  a 
lownmip  called  Hankelow,  wherein  is  a  fair 
houfe  and  demefne  of  HafTals,  gentlemen,  of  good 
worth. 

Which  lordlhip  takes  up  (together  with  another 

called  Bridgemere,  being  the  lands  late  purchaled 

by  fir  Roger  Wilbraham,  knight,  one  of  the  maf- 

tcrs  of  requefts  to  the  king's  majefty,  and  now,  by 

marriage,  appertaining  to  that  ^^^  ilbraham  that  is  thd 

hopeful  heir  to  the  houfe  of  Woodhay)  the  whole 

confine  of  this  hundred,  upon  a  good  part  of  Staf- 

Ardfliire,  till  we  come  to  Wrine-hill,  the  goodly 

manfion  of  the  Egertons  of  that  houfe-,  which 

lioufe  and  demefne,  both  do  partake  with  eitheir 

of  the  fhires,   from  whence  we  muft   turn  our 

crourie  full  fouth  to  take  a  view  of  Checlcy,  a- 

lieautiful  timber  houfe,  and  fine  feat,  of  the  race  of 

*tdie  Perfalls  of  great  worfhip,  and  fo  bend  almoft- 

Isack  again  to  two  great  lordlhips  and  ancient' 

leats,  both  of  them  knights  of  renowned  worth, 

Kathefton  of  the  Smiths,  and  Dodington  of  the 

JDelves,  both  of  them  at  this  day  honoured  with  the 

owners  lingular  merits  and  high  eftimation.     And 

ihe  one,  fir  Thomas  Delves,  being  a  knight,  lately 

advanced  to  the  degree  of  a  baronet.     The  other, 

.fir  Thgmas  Smith,  for  hi%  great  wifdom  and  ac- 

complilhed 
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compliihcd  fuincicr.cy,  worthily  at  this  timegrac 


cvi  w::h  :he  gv/vcrnniciic  both  of  this  honourabl  ^Bc 
ciry,  ii  niiv  jr,  iir.d  of  the  county,  as  his  majef  Jl- 
ty'i  higli  iheriuj  in  whofe  dcfcrved  commenda  — ^i- 
tioas  I  ^Ti  not  worthy  to  fpcak,  being  not  abW  — e 
to  CO  i:  ii  I  ihculi. 

WcA%-cr  holding  its  courfe  towards  Nantwich.  -«i» 
hizh  or.  :he  c:I:c:  iLie  of  it  Baddington,  a  fair  dc—  ^- 
ir.vi'r.c,  where  £10  hizh  been  an  ancient  feat,  be —  "^- 
ir^:  r  ir  !i-:.:i  o:  ::r  Kobcr:  Xeedham,  of  Shaving —  3' 
:•.:•,  :.-;  :-.•   v:o'.:r.:y  of  S  i!op  before-mentioned,^^  ^» 
s  li  Av..".rr.::r.,  wh.-re  he  :uth  had  goodly  woods .^25-* 
t  -.:  h.:.":  l?crn  thw  chici  icore-houfc  and  nurfery 
c:  th^:  :'.  »Vvi  c!;ty  c^ii  Wichwood-,  which  being 
of  •wt-u .  \cirs  -j^rowth,  or  thereabouts,  is  moft  fit 
K!  :^-:  :"crv  .:e,  an^  ha:li  been  ufually  fallen  by 
yearly  :V..'5.  ^5  they  cj.il  them,  and  fold  to  the 
town  o:  N\in:w:jh,  fjr  the  boiling  of  their  fait, 
ar.vi  \vh::h  is  nov,  worthy  the  recording  theing^- 
n.'.hv  .i::h  ir.:..:.*:ry  of  providence,  which  animated 
t.'.:..-.:-  .;  i:y  :hc  c'-^i:  ci".*:rgc  a;id laudable  encou- 
raj.-:   \    :   o:  the  laid  :'::■  Robert  Needham,  hath 
ir:  :!:"^  ..ge  c:  curs,  f^urid  out  by  the  fide  of  the 
faivi  \Vc..ve:\  ;u  Baddingun,  a  kth  or  pit  of  that 
b  i::e,  whereof  they  m.ike  gre;:t   plenty  of  very 
govvl  white  ihk-,  as   aJib  upon  the  bank  on  the 
or!:cr  lide,  f:ncc  the  f::i.i:ng  of  this,  is  alfo  the 
l:!ve  wirh:;:  :he  iordihip  of  Hatherton,  in  the  lands 
v:  fir  1'hor.iai  S:n::h  :    In  both  which  they  have 
taken  a  :r.ore  profitable  way  of  boiling  their  fait 
in  pan<  of  iron,  to  which  the  pit-coals,  which  are 
tiicir  ordinary  few,.-!  of  that  country-  •,  and  whereof 
ti;ere  is  great  abi:r.dance  not  tar  off",  in  the  con- 
fines K'cwtcp.  the  Dvo  counties  of  Chefterand  Staf- 
ford,   is  foi'/iu!  a  clicaper   and  more  compendi- 
ous way  t!ia:i  that  of  boiling  in  pans  of  lead,  witl^ 
Icwel  only  of  wou'd,  ufed  in  all  the  Wiches  j  which 
,eld  wav,  noiwitiuianding  ihc  boilers  in  the  Wiches, 

will 
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ymU  maintain  to  be  the  beft,  and  do  moft  refolute- 
ly  and  defervcdly  hold  their  fait  to  be  unmatch^ 
able  for  colour  and  goodnefs  of  any  other^ 

But  becaufe  the  Weaver  approacheth  now  unto 
Bartherton,  an  ancient  feat  otthe  Grifiins,  efquires^ 
of  long  continuance,  and  a  fair  demefne  thereun- 
to, it  receiveth  into  the  bofom  thereof,  one  flout 
water  that  they  call  Bctley-watcr,  of  the  place 
from  whence  it  begins.  Let  us  Hep  a  little  eagerly 
s^ain  towards  the  head  of  the  fame  water,  and  take 
vicwof  Wybunbury,  a  church  town,  and  aparifh 
church  to  a  great  precinft,  and  on  every  fide  fo  gar« 
nifhcd  and  adorned  with  the  feats  and  habitations  of 
baronets,  knights,  and  gentlemen,  as  is  fcarce  to 
be  found  the  like  in  any  country  parifh  fo  far  re^ 
mote  from  great  and  populous  cities ;  the  name  is 
faid  to  come  from  Wibba,  a  king  -,  or,  if  I  may 
fo  guefs,  from  Hubba,  a  great  nobleman  of  the 
Mercians. 

The  vicarage  hereof  is  in  the  gift  of  the 
bilhop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry.  Neer  unto 
the  fame  church,  is  fituate  a  fine  lordfhip  and 
town,  with  a  decayed  houfe,  and  demefne,  of 
Sir  Thomas  Smith  before-named,  called  the 
Hough)  and  next  adjoining  unto  it,  the  Lea, 
being  an  ancient  feat  of  knights  and  efquires  of 
that  name  ^  and  now  Sir  Richard  Lee,  a  knight  of 
worthy  account,  for  wifdom,  and  Angular  virtue- 
and  to  whom  I  fland  particularly  bound  for  fpe- 
cial  favours  received,  which  I  muft  ever  acknow- 
ledge. 

I  fhould  think,  that  the  water  Lea,  that  tun- 
ncth  by  the  fkirt  of  this  demefne,  fhould  give 
name  to  that  river  that  is  afterwards  fo  called, 
and  meets  with  the  flood  before  they  fall  toge- 
ther into  the  Weaver  about  Pool,  to  which  we 
ihall  come  anon.  But  firfl  let  us  look  a  little 
more  to  the  weft,  where  flands  the  lordfhip  of 

Vol.  L  D  d  Blakcn- 
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Bliikenhall,  and  next  to  that  Hunftcrton,  a  great 
part  of  them  both  the  lands  of  Sir  Thomas  Del- 
ves,  we  come  to  Bartomley,  a  parifh  and  a 
church-,  in  which  townfhip  we  fee  an  ancient 
Kandfome  houfe,  and  demelne,  the  lands  of  the 
Lawtons  of  Lawton ;  and  from  a  lake  hereabout, 
hath  the  Wolwern  brook  its  firft  beginning,  which 
running  by  Wefton,  a  lordfhip  wth  an  ancient 
feat  and  dcmefne,  belonging  to  Sir  Thomas  Del- 
ves, of  Doddington  before-mentioned,  runneth 
along  by  Basford,  a  fightly  habitation,  fome- 
time  the  lands  of  the  Bramlees,  but  now  the  in- 
heritance of  Sir  Robert  Cholmendcley ;  and  fo 
croffing  the  Lea  brook  again,  we  may  firft  on 
the  one  hand  take  notice  of  Shavington,  an  an- 
cient feat  of  the  Woodnothes  j  a  name,  faith 
Mr.  Cambden,  defcended  from  the  Englifli  Sax- 
ons ;  the  prefent  owner  hereof,  John  Woodnoth, 
efq.  a  great  antiquarian,  and  learned  in  the  kws) 
and  on  the  other,  of  Roppe,  a  townfliip,  which 
reacheth  to  another  member  thereof,  called  Stap- 
Icy,  in  which  there  is  another  fair  houfe  and 
dcmeire,  :inc!ently  the  feat  of  gentlemen  of  good 
efleem  of  that  name  Roppe,  whofc  i flue-males  are 
now  failed,  and  the  fame  come  to  the  pofleflion 
of  Mr.  Crecn,  of  Conglcton,  by  the  fifter  of 
Roppe,  hiAv  like  to  begin  another  name,  but  a 
ftock  of  the  fame  tree  ftill. 

And  from  hence,  having  taken  notice  of  one 
townfliip,  called  Willafton,  and  a  little  parifh 
called  WiHafton,  which  hath  in  it  the  habitation 
of  the  Walthalls,  gentlemen  of  good  worth,  to 
whom,  and  to  the  Pcarfals,  the  patronage  of  the 
church  there  belongtth  •,  and  it  had  in  it  a  defcent 
of  gentk^men,  the  BrindJeys,  now  all  worn  oux 
and  forgotten.  Wc  are  liere  to  enter  upon  the 
head  town  of  that  hundred,  and  of  all  the  coun- 
ty, which  is  vulgarly  called  Nantwich,  but  in 

moft 
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rft  of  our  ancient  deeds,  and  other  writings, 
cus  Malbanus^  Wich  Malbank  •,  and  had  the 
lie  from  one  William  Malbenge,  or  Malbanc, 

0  had  this  place  given  him  at  the  Norman 
nqiicft,  and  afterwards  grew  to  be  one  of  the 
•onies  of  the  barons,  made  by  the  earls  of  Chef- 
p  as  we  fliall  have  occafion  hereafter  to  declare 
're  at  large. 

We  doubt  the  firft  raifing  it  to  the  greatnefs  it 
:h,  was  from  the  goofdnefs  of  the  fait  there 
de  V  whereupon,  and  upon  the  whittnefs  of  it, 
r  Britons  called  the  town  Hellath-wen,  the 
hitc-pit ;  which  made  them  frequent  it  exceed- 
;Iy,  after  that  king  Henry  III.  had,^  by  ftbp- 
ig  up  thefe  pTts,  and  reftrainihg  all  relief, 
ich  was  hence  gotten  by  thie  Welftimen  for 
ir  needful  fuftenance.  When  all  was  quiet, 
\  peace  flourilhed  again,  thie  miarket  here  be- 

1  to  be  of  great  frequency  -,  befides  that,  it 
:w  to  be  a  fpeciial  thorough-faif,  for  entertaih- 
nt  to  all  paflengers  in  the  great  road  from  Lon- 
1  to  Chefter,  and  efpecially  fince  the  govern- 
nt  of  Ireland  fell  to  the  kings  of  England, 
I  which  I  may  add,  that  fpecial  gift  which  God 
:h  bellowed  on  the  foil  in  and  near  to  that 
cc,  for  the  excellency  of  the  cheefe  there  made-, 
ich,  hotwithftanding  all  the  difputations  which 
ny  make  to  the  contrary,  and  all  the  trials 
t  our  ladies  and  gentlewomen  make  in  their 
ries,  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  other 
iiitries  of  the  kingdom,  yet  can  they  never 
ly  ma:tch  the  perfeft  relifh  of  the  right  Nant- 
:h  cheefe;  nor  can,  I  think,  that  checfc  be 
lalled  by  any  other  made  in  iuiropc,  fcr  plea- 
tnefs  of  tafte,  and  wholclbmenefs  of  digcllion, 
:h  in  the  daintieft  ftomachs  of  them  that  love 

D  d  2  What 
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Whatfoever  hath  been  the  caufes,  or  howfi 
ever  the  inhabitants  there  have  had  their  invana 
ment,  furc  I  am,  there  can  hardly  be  found 
town  mccrly  inlandifh,    as  we  term  it,    neidu 
traded  unto  by  waters,  nor  enriched  by  any  fp 
cial  trades   or  manufaftures,   that  hath  fuch 
knot  of  wealthy  and  landed  men  in  (b  finaU 
compafs,  there  being  within  the  fame  thirty,  c 
more,  that  are  ufualTy  affeiTed  in  the  king's  ful 
fidies  to  pay  for  lands ;  and  the  greatell  part  c 
them  gentlemen  that  pay  with  none  of  the  meand 
ranks. 

The  buildings  within  the  fame  town  are  ver 
fair  and  neat,  and  every  ftreet  adorned  with  foni 
ipecial  manlions  of  gentlemen  of  good  vrorth 
the  middle  and  principal  parts  of  the  town  bciiij 
all  new  buildings,  by  reafon  of  a  lamenuble  fin 
which  happened  there  in  the  year  1583,  that  con- 
fumed  in  one  night  all  the  dwellings  from  the 
river-fide  to  the  other  fide  of  the  church  ;  whici 
church  itfelf,  bv  the  great  mercy  of  God,  efcap 
ed,  and  was  left  Handing  naked  without  neigh- 
bours,  faving  only  the  fchool-houfe,   in  a  fc^ 
hours ;  yet  fuch  were  the  eftates  of  many  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  fo  gracioufly  did  queen  Eliza- 
beth, of  blefled  memory,  favour  (hem,  with  her 
own  earned  furthering  of  a  coUeftion  through  the 
whole  kingdom,  and  the  bufinefs  fo  well  manag- 
ed by  the  care  and  induftry  of  Sir  Hugh  Choi- 
mondeley,  Mr.  John  Mafterfon,   and  other  the 
chief  agents  in  the  fame,  that  the  whole  fcitc  and 
frame  of  the  town,  fo  fuddenly  ruined,  was  with 
great  fpeed  re-edified  in  that  beautiful  manner 
that  it  now  is. 

The  church  is  very  large,  and  of  fo  beautiful 
a  ftrufture,  compofed  in  form  of  a  crofs,  like  the 
great  minltcrs  or  cathedrals,  and  the  fleeple  ereft- 

cd 


O  F    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  205 

«sd  in  the  middle  junfture  of  the  crofs,  with  fair 
^les  on  each  fide;  the  monuments  therein  few, 
^^lofe  that  are  here  follow : 

That  it  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Combermerc 
3s  plain  from  hence,  that  indeed  the  fame  being 
claimed  by  the  parifhioners  of  Afton,   a  great 
3>arifh  church  within  a  mile  of  it,  as  it  were  but 
A  chapelry  of  that  church  ;  the  redory  of  them 
l)oth  being  appropriate  to  the  ikid  abbot  and  his 
^ronvent,   the  one  hath  a  vicarage,  the  other  a 
poor  maintenance  left  by  them  out  of  that  great 
commodity  they  reaped  there,  the  fame  impro- 
^priations  being  now  in  better  employments,  though 
thofe  maintenances  yet  remain  towards  the  up- 
holding of  God's  fervice,  which  I  wiih  had  means 
accordmg  to  the  great  worth  and  dignity  of  the 
places. 

The  noble  barony  of  Wich  Malbanc,  given  by 
the  firft  earl  Hugh  Lupus,  at  the  time  of  the 
Norman  Conqueft,  to  his  kinfman  William  of 
Malbanc,  hath  fince  come  by  feveral  branches  of 
heirs  to  a  number  of  great  families  in  the  country, 
and  fome  others  in  remote  parts ;  yet  by  conti* 
nuance  of  time  have  almoit  all  knit  together 
again,  fo  that  of  more  than  twenty  parts  wherein- 
to  it  hath  been  difperfed,  it  is  at  this  day  come 
all  again  within  two  or  three  portions,  as  I  have 
heard,  to  be  fettled  in  the  inheritance  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Cholmondeley,  baronet,  who  hath  here  the 
greateft  fway  and  jurifdiftion. 

The  manner  of  making  this  fait  here,  and  in 
the  other  Wiches,  their  authentic  rules  and 
cuftoms,  which  they  have  made  a  binding  law 
unto  themfelves,  for  equal  divifion  of  the  brine 
to  the  feveral  owners  of  the  Wich-houfes  there- 
with, rooms  for  (towage  of  their  wood,  even  to 
^n  inch ;  the  limitations  of  the  times  to  draw  the 
brine  out  of  the  feth,  and  conveying  it  by  troughs 

into 
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ip.V}  the  Krvtril  Wich-houfes,  all  comprehended 
und'sTr  ',\\z  term  Wailing-,  together  with  the  vent- 
ing :'■*..  :i.T.-j  into  rorcig.i  parts,  which  is  chiefly 
dor.t  :::  '.xchange  of  the  beft  malt  that  the  fhires 
leva:.:-,  the  Chiinripion  do  fend,  in  barter  for  it; 
"with  rr.ar.y  pret:y  obfcr\^ations  from  their  conti* 
rja'i  care  and  circumfpection,  left  their  pit  fliQukl 
ia:k  sr.y  eld  rlv.s  or  dutie?,  or  that  the  fait  vein, 
which  may  item  to  accom.pany  that  water  of 
Wtaver  for  many  m.ilcs  together,  fhould  receive 
mixture  or  prejudice  by  freih  fprings  or  other  im- 
peachment.-. All  thefe  things  I  leave  to  be  read 
other  where,  knowing  well  their  jealovis  love  to 
be  fuch  towards  this  their  beloved  commodity, 
a^  I  ihould  foon  incur  fome  reprehenlion  for 
being  too  bufy  to  look  narrowly  upon  fuch  a 
bcai:tv. 

One  happinefs  I  will  not  forget  to  report, 
which  it  plcafed  our  moll  gracious  king,  his  moft 
excellent  majefty,  to  add  unto  them  in  the  year 
i^  17,  the  25th  of  Augufr,  who  vouchfafed  to 
rr.:tkr  that  town  the  lodging-place  for  his  royal 
perlon  -,  and  after  he  had  for  Ibnie  hours  accom- 
niodaied  himiclf  in  the  houie,  then  his  royal- 
court,  of  Thoiras  \Viroraham,  efq.  it  pleafed 
him  t(;  walk  fo  far  as  to  tlie  brine-feth,  and  with 
l''s  tye  to  beJiold  the  manner  of  the  well,  and  t^) 
cl.-fcrvc  tlie  labours  of  the  briners  ffo  they  call  the 
c '. rawer. s  of  the  brine),  whole  work  it  is  to  fetch 
h  ui)  ill  leather-buckets  faflened  to  ropes,  and 
enipiy  it  into  the  troughs,  which  troughs  convey 
t:  into   the  Wich-houles  •,  at  which   work   thofc 

brinerr.  fnend  the  coldell  diiv  in  froft  and  fnow, 
.1.  <  ^  ' 

V.  unout   any   cloathing  more  than  a  fliirt,   with 

great  cheartulncfs.     And  after  his  majefty's  gra- 

:".:us  enquiry  among  the  poor  drawers,  of  many 

VT.gs  touching  the  nature  of  the  fame  brine,  and 

T.?^  ihey  proceeded  to  convert  it  into  fait,  moft 

\)rincely 
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princely  rewarding  them  with  his  own  hand,  his 
mzrc^Y  returned  to  the  court. 

The  next  day  his  majefty  was  likcwife  pleafed 
to  appoint  a  fermon  to  be  preached  before  him  in 
the  church,  and  of  his  princely  gracioufnefs  to- 
ftay  while  an  oration  was  pronounced  by  one  of 
the  fcholars  of  the  fchool  •,  which  fermon  wa^ 
then  performed  by  a  divine  of  our  own  country, 
both  hy  birth  and  dwelling,  Mr.  I'homas  Dodd, 
arclideacon  of  Richmond,  and  to  which  his  ma- 
jefty gave  fo  great  attention,  and  with  the  fame 
was  fo  effected,  as  it  pleafed  his  highnefs  to  grace 
the  preacher  with  his  princely  and  free  eledkion  of 
hfm  into  the  number  of  one  of  Kis  chaplains  in 
ordinary  j  which,  for  the  honour  of  our  country, 
and  for  an  addition  to  the  worth  of  this  our  elo- 
quent and  fweet  preacher,  I  thought  fit  here  to 
record. 

There  hath  been  a  little  chapel  fituate  near  this 
trinc-feth,  dedicated,  as  fome  fay,  to  St.  Anne  j 
^hat  endowment  it  had,  or  what  was  the  decay 
thereof,  except  I  would  report  fabulous  tales^  I 
c:an  make  no  relation. 

A  ftrong  timber-bridge  over  the  ftrcam  of  the 
'A^caver  is,  maintained  by  the  town,  which  requires 
sip  lit;tl^  care  and  coil,  by  reafon  of  the  mon- 
^rous  carriages  of  the  wood  in  carts,  which,  is 
l^rought  thither  for  the  boiling  of  their  fak. 

I  might  fpeak  of  fome  charitable  gifts   that 

Iiaye  been  by  well  difpofed  perfons  given  or  be- 

^yeathed   to   charitable  ufes,   whereof  to  make 

snemiQn,  I  fear  it  would  be  rather  to  quellion 

Their  negledl,  than  to  commend  the  inhabitants 

xhat  perform  not>,    for  ought  I  know,   the  care 

Th^t  ihould  be  taken  in  that  behalf;  only  the 

iqhopl,    which  was  founded  there  by  Mr.  John 

Thrufli,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Thr.ufti»  of  London, 

vogl-packersy  is  well  and  fufiicjiently  upheld  and. 

main- 
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maintained,  to  the  furtherance  nf  teaching  the 
children  of  the  poor  and  others  ;  and  an  ancient 
and  grave  fchool-mafter  of  very  near  fifty  years 
continuance,  Mr.  Randol  Kent,  yet  teacher  there, 
with  a  learned  affiftant,  a  mafter  of  arts  of 
Queen's  College,  in  Oxford,  whofe  name  is  Mr. 
Shenton,  of  laudable  pains  and  induftry. 

To  which  I  muf):  not  omit  to  add  the  Iftte  cha- 
ritable erection  of  an  alms-houfe  for  fix  poor  aged 
men,  which  Sir  Roger  Wilbraham,  knight,  maf- 
ter of  the  requefts  to  his  majefty  (fcil.  king 
James),  at  the  towns-end,  there  new  built  for  the 
faid  fix  perfons,  to  be  chofen  out  of  Nantwich 
and  of  Afton  parifti ;  allowing  them  each  one,  an 
handfome  lodging,  a  little  ganden,  and  five  merks 
a  year,  towards  their  relief  in  the  latter  end  of 
their  old  age. 

That  worthy  knight  gave  other  the  like  chari- 
table  gifts  rn  his  life-time  in  other  places,  which 
I  will  not  here  recite ;  this  I  think  very  pertinent 
to  this  place,  becaufe  here  at  this  end  of  Nant- 
wich  he  had  his   birth   and   breeding,    being  » 
younger  brother  of  that  houfe  formerly  mention-^ 
ed,  where  his  highnefs  was  lodged,  and  branched- 
from  the  houfe  of  Wilbraham's,    of  Woodhay^ 
long  aged,  and  by  one  of  his  co-heirs  like  agaii» 
now  to  return  a  great  tribute  in  augmentation  tc^ 
the  fame  houfe  from  whence  he  came. 

It  may  not  feem  amils,  though  I  reckon  it  not^ 
as  a  note  of  antiquity,  yet  (out  of  my  love)  to^ 
note  one  luftre  of  that  town ;  that  into  the  fiv^ 
entrances  into  the  fame,  which  way  foever  you 
come,  your  eye  is  entertained  with  a  fair  gentle- 
manly houfe  at  the  end  or  entry  of  the  firft  ftreec 
every  way ;  as  namely,   that  which  is  called  the 
Welffi  Row,  with  that  of  Mr.  Wilbraham's  5  that 
of  Beam-ftreet,  where  they  hold  yet  weekly  great 
markets  of  cattle,  with  a  fine  houfe  of  the  Main- 

waring'fiy 
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Vraring's,  and  <riow  belonging  to  the  right  worihipi' 
ful  and  worthy  ingenious  knight  Sir  Dudley  Nor- 
ton, fecretary  to  his  majefty's  council  in  Ireland ; 
that  of  the  HofpitaUftreet,  with  a  fair  timber- 
houfe  of  Mr.  Randol  Church,  a  gentleman  of  fin^- 
gular  integrity ;  that  of  the  Pillory-ftrect,  with  a 
very  ancient  houfc  of  the  worfhipf  ul  race  of  the 
Mafterfon's  •,  and  Barkers-ftrcet,  or  Mills-ftreet, 
with  a  fine  brick-houfe  of  Mr.  Wright's ;  to  fay 
nothing  of  a  great  number  of  very  fair  houfes  and 
neat  buildings  difperfcd  here  and  there  throughout 
the  middle  part  of  the  town.  Here  are  al&  fair 
and  profitable  mills,  for  the  fcrvice  and  ufe  of  the 
town,  which  arc  the  inheritance  of  Sir  Richard 
Egerton,  knight  before-mentioned. 

And  fo  taking  only  notice  of  a  fine  common^ 
called  the  Croach,  belonging  to  the  town>  and 
extending  itfelf  from  the  end  of  Beam-ftreet 
by  the  Weaver  fide  to  the  length  of  a  mile  and  a 
half,  or  rather  more,  and  in  breadth  of  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  which  is  an  excellent  pafture^ 
and  upon  which  the  inhabitants  have  their  cattle 
fummered  there,  paying  a  fmall  rent  for  it,  to  the 
number  of  four  or  five  hundred  every  year,  to  their 
great  convenience,  and  no  fmall  relief  unto  the  poor. 
Only  take  view  of  Alvefton,  where  the  Preftlandi 
vrcrc  fometimes  owners  of  great  lands,  fo  take  leave 
of  Nantwich.  And  firft  look  upon  that  part  of  the 
hundred,  which  within  the  compafs  of  the  winding 
ftream  of  the  Weaver  we  left  unviewed. 

Having  firft  viewed  on  the  fouth-weft  of  Nant- 
wich, a  lordftiip  called  Eddlefton,  which  was  an- 
ciently belonging  to  the  Fullhurfts  of  Crewe,  a 

'great  name  now  almoft  extinguilhed  j  and  another 
called  Sound,  a  town  well  replenifhed  with  good 

'  farms,  we  fee  Baddiley,  with  a  little  church,  and 
ian  ancient  feat  that  belongs  to  Sir  Randol  Main- 
wairing,  knight,  and  hath  been  anciently  the  feat 
Vol.  I.  E  c  •^ 
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of  the  Preicrs,  who  were  in  this  country  a  race 
great  pofleflions,  but  are  alfo  long  fmce  utterl^^ 
worn  out  and  fwallowed  up  by  otlitrr  names. 

This  is  a  goodly  demefne,  and  hath  been  anci - 

ently  a  great  nurlery  for  wood  and  timber,  as  ioB^  .t 
is  now  for  corn  and  grafs,  which  exchange  cannot^K-^ 
be  much  faulted  ;  it  is  an  entire  parilh  of  itfelf|^r-r, 
though  fome  contend  that  it  hath  been  a  member::^  x 
of  Adon  parifh  ;  but  in  our  memory  the  rt&OTy^^^ 

there  by  itfelf  hath  been  fully  proved  and  confirm 

ed.  Part  of  this  lordfhip  hath  defcended  to  the^stc 
anceftors  of  the  Bruertons  of  Haudford,  of  great  :^v  t 
place,  in  which  is  a  rich  farm  called  Blackhurft^  .^ 
which  hath  been  the  birth  place  of  one  race  of  the  -^^ 
Davenports. 

And  now  all  the  towns  and  fpacious  extents  be-  — 
Cween  us  and  the  ftream  of  die  Weaver  of  tliis  wcft- 
fide  of  it,  till  you  come  to  MinfhuU,  are  all  con- 
tained within  the  parifh  of  that  mother  church  of 
Afton,  being  to  the  number  of  fourteen  townfhips. 
From  the  very  town*s-end  of  the  weft  of  Nant- 
wich,  begins  Afton,  leading  almoft  a  mile  upon 
a  fair  ftone  caufcway,  or  pavement,  up  unto  the 
faid  church,  upon  which,  as  you  pafs,  offers  it- 
felf to  your  view  a  moft  neat  and  beautiful  houfc 
of  brick,  lately  eredted  by  Ralph  Wilbraham,  efq. 
another  younger  brother  of  thofe  Wilbrahams  of 
Nant\^'ich,  in  the  place  of  an  ancient  capital  meffu- 
age,  called  Dartord,  or  rather  Dorfold,  which 
belonged  anciently  to  the  earls  of  Derby. 

We  may  well  think  it  worth  taking  notice  of  a 
goodly  common  lying  near  unto  this  church,  by 
name  Ravenlmore,  but  vulgarly  Ranmore,  ex- 
tending itfelf  more  than  a  mile  in  length,  and  about 
half  that  breadth,  a  very  fweet  and  fruitful  piece 
of  ground,  at  which  many  mens  teeth  have  wa- 
tered, but  hath  been  by  God's  providence  (raifing 

up 
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tip  divers  noble  gentlemen  to  ftand  againft  the  en- 
.clofing  of  it)  hitherto  preferved  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  neighbours  to  it,  and  others.  Upon  the 
fide  of  it,  weftward,  we  obferve  an  ancient  gentle- 
man's feat,  called  Swanley,  which  hath  long  be- 
kmged  to  the  Mainwarings  of  CarringKam,  aho- 
thcr  great  branch  of  that  famous  name  -,  and  fo 
we  coine  to  two  intermixed  townlhips,  the  one  Bur- 
land,  whereof  the  moft  part  of  it  hath  been  ap- 
pendant to  the  jurifdiftion  of  fiaddiley ;  the  other 
Brindley,  wherein  I  only  note  a  fair  feat  and 
demefne  of  Mr.  W  illiam  Allen,  a  gentleman  of 
goodreipeft. 

And  fo  we  come  to  Faddiley,  another  member, 
or  rather  entire  lordfhip  of  itfelf,  divided  between 
the  houfes  of  Peover  and  Handford  5  and  here- 
unto lyeth  adjoining  the  demefhe  and  hall  of  Wood- 
hay,  which  as  it  was  the  firft  place  where  my  feet 
had  fome  reft  after  the  variable  courfes   of  my 
youth,  fo  I  could  here  long  dwell  upon  the  re- 
membrances of  that  ever  worthy  honoured  owner 
of  it,  and  of  me  his  unworthy  fervant,  Thomas 
Wilbraham,  efq.  if  even  here  my  ink  were  not 
forced  to  give  place  to  the  tears  that  fall  from  my 
eyes.     But  what  need  I  think  upon  the  commend- 
ing of  him,  the  world  takes  knowledge  of  his 
worth.    The  God  wh®m  he  ferved  is  the  God  of 
his  feed,  the  bleffing  of  heaven  is  upon  his  houfe, 
-and  fol  hope  and  pray  it  may  long  continue:  Much 
might  be  laid  concerning  the  now  pofleffor  of  his 
place  and  virtues.  Sir  Richard  Wilbraham,  knight 
and  baronet ;  but  for  me  to  fay  it,  it  were  to  dif. 
cofver  my  own  weaknefs,  and  to   argue  iny  folly 
ihat  I  knew  not  his  wifdom,  whereof  ail  others 
take  fo  much  notice.     That  which  is  not  fo  merely 
perfonal  in  him,  I  hope  will  be  out  of  the  compafs 
of  adulation  to  remember,  that  befides  an  heredi- 
tary wiidom  from  his  faid  father^  he  is  holden  to 

Ee  2  be 
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be  partaker  of  the  like  inheritance  from  both 
moft  worthy  grandfathers,  Richard  WilbrahaiiiM  i» 
cfcj,  mafter  of  the  jcwel-houfe  to  queen  Maiy,  wh^^o 
pnncely  rewarded  his  worthy  fervicc  unto  her,  anc:::^ 
oir  Hugh  Cholmondeley  the  elder,  who  was  like— -^- 
wifc  grandfather  to  Sir  Robert  Cholmondeley^:  i 
baronet,  as  was  formerly  noted. 

So  we  return  northward,  and  flepping  a  little 
back  again,  take  a  view  of  Hurlfton,  where  the 
honourable  Sir  Thomas  Savage  hath  worthy 

and  by  it  Stoke,  a  fine  lordfhip,  and  a  neat  capi 

tal  houfcpurchafed  from  Afton  of  Alton,  and  now  ''^ 
pofleiTed  by  Edward  Minfhall,  gentleman;  beneath  ^ 
which  townihip  of  Hurlfton  lies  Henhull,  where 
once  ftood  a  fair  feat  of  the  Claytons,  gent,  now 
almoft  worn  out ;  and  Worlefton,  wherein  are 
feats  of  gentlemen  of  the  Wilbrahams,  Graftons, 
and  Chetwoods  ^  from  which  laft-mentioned  houfe, 
the  father  of  an  honourable  and  worthy  knight. 
Sir  Richard  Chetwood,  of  Warwork,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Oxen,  within  fome  men's  memories  yet  living, 
did  defcend- 

The  next  to  thefe  are  three  townfhips  of  the 
names  of  the  Pooles,  and  in  them  three  fair  de- 
mefnes  and  feemly  houfes,  the  inheritance  of  the 
EUocks,  and  the  Leiceftcrs,  where  alfo  was  an 
ancient  houfe  of  Boydels,  a  race  of  gentlemen  of 
worftiip  in  this  county,,  now  worn  out  5  and  ad- 
joining to  thefe  is  Alton  iuxta  Mondram,  which 
name  argues,  fome  fay,  that  the  Purlieus  of  the 
foreft  of  Delamore  have  extended  thus  far ;  and 
there  is  a  feat  of  the  Aftons,  and  another  of  the 
Weavers,  gentlemen,  and  another  of  the  Braynes, 
with  a  very  large  and  ancient  demefne  and  mill  of 
the  inheritance  of  Sir  Robert  Cholmondeley,  baro- 
net, often  mentioned. 

From  hence  we  come  to  Cholmefton,  a  great  pre* 
cinft,  which  hath  anciently  been  the  lands  of  the 

Leighs, 
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TLcighs,  of  Ruftiall,  in  StafFordlhire,  but  now  be- 
longing to  the  right  honourable  the  earl  of  Bridge- 
ipvater,  who  hath  m  the  fame  a  goodly  demefne,  ^ith 
an  ancient  feat,  called  the  Hall  of  Cholmefton,  but 
DOW  much  ruinated. 

At  the  confines  of  this  parilh  we  fee  next  Min- 
fliall,  a  little  parilh  impropriated  with  a  church  in 
the  town,  and  near  unto  itthe  Hall  of  Minfhall,a  ve- 
ry ancient  feat,  which  hath  continued  the  fucceflions 
of  aworfhipfulracein  its  own  name,  and  never  could 
boafl  of  a  more  fufficient,  for  many  gentlemanly 
parts,  than  the  now  lord  of  it,  John  Minlhall,  efq. 
yet  now  that  fucceffion  liketh  to  divert  into  another 
fioufe  by  h:s  only  daughter  and  heir,  which  is  by 
God's  own  appointment  now  m^irried  to  Thomas 
Cholmondeley,  efq.  brother  of  thjit  ftid  Sir  Robert. 
And  near  alfo  to  the  church,  upoh  the  other  fide  of 
the  Weaver,  a  very  fine  houfe  called  Hoolgraves  -,  the 
inheritance  of  the  heirs  of  the  beft  of  the  Aftons 
of  Afton.. 

And  here  we  muft  again  ftcp  over  the  water  of 
Weaver  at  Minfliall  bridge,  where  another  branch 
of  the  fame  Minlhalls  have  an  ancient  inheritance 
and  a  fair  houfe  and  demefne,  called  Erdfwicl^ 
from  whence  we  muft  go  more  foutherly  to  Leigh- 
ton,  where  you  Ihall  find  a  fair  leat  of  the  anccftors 
of  theErdfwicks,  no  doubt  deriving  that  name  from 
the  place  aforementioned ;  but  now  grown  into  a 
race  of  great  worftiip,  whofe  chief  rcfidence  is  at 
Sand,  in  Staffbrdfhire. 

In  this  townfhip  of  Leighton  is  alfo  a  another  fine 
feat,  which  hath  been  pofleffed  by  a  race  of  ancient 
gentlemen,  the  Brooks,  from  which  houfe  thofe  of 
Norton  lately  are  dcfccnded,  but  the  fame  now  alfo 
for  want  of  iflue-male,  is  diverted  another  way,  and 
is,  by  purchafe  by  the  Lady  Cholmondeley  (as  is 
faid),  affurcd  to  the  faid  1  homas  Cholmondeley, 

her 
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her  youngeft  fon>  a  gentleman  of  much  regard  and 

towardlinefs. 

From  hence,  leaving  on  the  right  hand  a  town-» 
(hip  called  Woolfton-wood,  a  place  likely  to  have 
had  no  fmall  ftore  of  that  commodity,  we  come  in- 
to the  Coppenhalls,  whereof  one  is  a  church-town^ 
having  the  pariih  church  in  it^  the  patronage  where* 
of  belongech  to  the  Bi(bop  of  Coventry  and  Litch- 
field. The  other  called  Monks  Coppenhall;  but  to 
which  ibciety  of  that  brood  it  once  belonged,  I 
know  not. 

Church  Coppenhall  is,  and  hath  been,  famous 
for  the  plentitulnefs  of  mofles,  fo  they  call  the  foft 
boggy  ground,  from  whence  are  dug  the  fquare 
ftuds  of  foft  loofe  earth  in  the  fummer  time,  which 
being  well  dried  in  the  fun,  becomes  a  good  and 
ready  fuel,  and  ferves  to  great  ufe-  And  within 
this  townihip  is  an  ancient  feat  of  one  of  the  Foul- 
hurfts,  defcended  from  them,  late  Lords  of  Crewe, 
which  is  called  the  Hall  of  Shaw,  now  almoft  gone 
to  decay,  and  divers  lands  thereof  iblcf  and  dif- 
perfed. 

Eaftward  hereunto  advanced  to  the  view  of  ma- 
ny miles  every  way,  lifts  up  itfelf,  that  (lately  fa- 
brick  of  the  Hall  of  Crewe,  which  for  many  years 
aforegoing,  had  drooped  and  fallen  in  much  decay, 
as  it  were  lingering,  and  longing  for  one  that  might 
raile  up  that  name  and  feat  •,  for  fo  Mr.  Cambden 
hath  in  thefe  words :  A  place  inhabited  in  old  time 
by  anotabletamily  of  that  name,  which  having  been 
the  poffcffion,  for  ibme  ages,  of  the  Foulhurils,men 
of  great  revenues  in  thefe  parts,  is  now  again  made 
happy  by  thepurchafeof  Sir  Randol  Crewe,  knight, 
one  of  the  king's  majefty's  ferjeants  at  law,  and 
one  of  the  molt  reverend  and  learned  fages  of  the 
law  in  thofe  days  ;  who  hath  brought  into  thefe 
remote  parts  a  model  of  that  excellent  form  of 
building,  which  is  now  grown  to  a  degree  beyond 

the 
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building  of  old  times  for  loftinefs,  fightlinefs, 
pleafant  habitation,  as  in  and  near  unto  Lon- 
^  we  fee  many  in  this  age  of  ours, 
'he  next  neighbour  yet  further  eaftward  unto 
is  Hailington,  being  an  handfome  ftreet  in  the 
Uway,  and  adorned  with  a  chapel  that  belongs  to 
pariih  of  Barthomley-,  but  that  which  is  the 
f  ornanKpt  of  this  lordihip,  is  the  feat  of  that 
ily  of  the  Vemons,  defcended  from  thofe  ba- 
\  of  the  name  of  Shipbroke,  which  I  have 
e  hope  to  be  better  furnilhed  in  due  place  to 
^  of  more  at  lar^,  and  content  my  felt  here  to 
:  it  that  whereof  it  may  not  a  little  glory,  that 
owner  thereof  now  is  a  worthy  gentleman^ 
ii]gje  Vernon,  efq^.  fo  well  known  for  the  great 
nation  he  hath  tor  a  great  learned  lawyer,  that 
«i  fay  no  more. 

Another  ancient  gentleman's  feat  tliere  is  in  this 
cin^  of  the  Moors,  of  good  account  •,  but  now 
ke  it  by  the  hcir-general,  it  is  defcended  to  that 
le  of  the  Walthalls,  and  within  the  fame  is  chat 
at  mere,  called  Oakehangermere,  from  whence 
rins  that  water  which  afterwards  goes  the  name 
Fulbrook,  till  it  meets  with  the  WhecMck.  ' 
ieyond  this  there  remains  only  Alfacher,  the 
oeof  a  townfliip,  and  the  race  of  a  good  family 
the  fame  j  and  Haflfal,  from  whence  great  fa- 
aes  may  ieem  to  have  gotten  their  name,  but 
in  what  houfe  therein  I  am  not  intruded ;  and 
a  to  confine  this  hundred,  lies  Bechton,  a  good- 
latge  feignory,  the  moft  part  of  which  hath  been 
poflefiion  of  the  anccftors  of  the  Davenports  of 
dbury,  men  of  great  place ;  bu:  now  is  this 
;:hton  parted  into  fome  other  owners,  and  one 
at  part  of  it  the  prefent  inheritance  of  Thomas 
ilbraham,  of  Nantwich,  efq.  formerly  mentioned. 


NoRTHwicn 
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NoRTHWiCH  Hundred. 

^¥^HE  fha|>e  of  the  Northwich  hundred  is  tri* 
\^    angular,  and  of  that  figure  which  the  geo« 
metricians  call  Ambligonion  Scalenum^  that  is  of 
three  unequal  fides,  with  oi:e  blunt  angle,  and  two 
acute  angles  •,  the  firft  acute  angle  of  thcfe  points 
upon  Winnington-bridge,  beyond  Northwich,  al- 
nioil  at  Marbury  ^  the  fecond  acute  angle  points 
at  Lawton-gate,  towards  Audley  ;  and  the  blunt 
angle  falls  about  Ruihton,  on  the  back  of  Cong^- 
ton,  where  the  water  of  Bidulph  meets  with  the 
Dane. 

The  point  of  Lawton>gate  gives  us  good  occa- 
fion  to  begin  there  our  view  of  this  hundred,  as  b^ 
ing  next  unto  Bcchton,  where  we  ended  the  other* 
This  took  the  name  of  the  paflage  there  into  Staf- 
fordihire,  and  is  part  of  the  pariJh  of  Lawton, 
which  church  of  Lawton  is  near  unto  it,  and  by 
the  fanacthe  ancient  feat  and  hall  of  Lawton,  where 
there  have  continued  many  defcents  of  efquircs  of 
the  fame  name,  the  heir  of  the  houfe  now  m  mino- 
rity, and  matched  into  the  noble  race  of  the  Sneyds, 
a  man  of  great  worlhip  and  account,  and  of  ampl^ 
revenues  in  Staffordfhire  ;  which  I  rather  note,  bc- 
caufe  they  have  great  pofTeflions  in  this  county  and 
this  country,  and  efpecially  the  city  of  Chcftcr, 
boaftcth,  that  hence  they  had  their  original. 

From  thence  we  turn  northward  towards  Rhod^> 
the  name  of  a  town,  and  of  a  race  of  gentlemen  o* 
the  fame  name,  and  fo  by  Kent- Green,  a  hamlet 
near  the  foot  of  that  famous  mountain,  called  Mow- 
cop,  and  from  whence  begins  the  water  that  after- 
wards obtaincth  the  name  of  the  Wheclock,  mak- 
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ihg  its  firft  paflagei  near  unto  Moreton,  wherein  are 
two  very  fair  demefiiesj  and  the  two  houfes  of  wor- 
thy gentlemen  and  efquires,  of  mod  ancient  con-^ 
tinuance ;  the  one  of  the  fame  name  of  Moreton^  * 
ahd  which,  as  I  have  heard^  gave  breeding  to  that 
famous  biftiop  Moreton,  who  in  the  time  of  Ri- 
chard the  Third;  the  Ufurper^  contrived  that  pro- 
jodb  of  the  marriage  of  the  two  heirs  of  the  houfes 
of  York  ahd  Lancafter^  from  whence  proceeded 
the  happinefs  that  we  enjoy  at  this  day ;  though  I 
know  others  derive  his  birth  from  another  place. 
^he  other  is  of  the  Bellots^  who  both  in  this  eoun<» 
ty  and  Wales,  have  been,  and  are,  efquires  of  great 
worth,  the  owners  now  William  Moreton^  and 
John  Bellot,  of  Moreton^  efquires. 

The  Wheelock  ihall  now  lead  us  on  declining 
more  to  the  weft,  which  here  gives  name  to  a 
tow:nihip,  and  therein  to  the  ancient  feat  of  Le« 
verfage,  of  Wheelock,  cfquire,  of  fpecial  ac- 
count, and  now  the  pofTeflions  of  a  very  worthy 
and  wife  gentleman,  William  Levcrfage,  efquire^ 

From  whence  we  turn  again  a  little  northerly 
to  view  Sandbach,  whofe  church  and  lofty  fteeplc 
draws  our  eye  to  behold  it,  and  wherein  Sandbach 
is  a  pretty  market  town,  and  hath  belonged  to 
the  noble  race  of  knights  of  the  Ratclines,  of 
Urdihall,  inLancafhire  ^  thcfituation  of  this  town 
is  very  delightful.  The  chief  feniority  thereof 
now  belongs  to  the  worthy  knight  before  mention* 
cd,  fir  Kandol  Crewe,  .^r.  Cambden,  in  his  def- 
cription  of  Derby,  toc^occafion  to  delight  his 
reader  with  a  difcourfe  on  the  nappy  ale  of  Derby ; 
let  me. have  a  little  leave  to  touch  upon  that  fub- 
jeft ;  our  ale  here  at  Sandbach  being  no  lei's  famous 
than  that  for  a  true  nappe..  And  I  have  heard  men 
of  deep  experience  in  that  element  contend  for  the 
worth  of  it,  that  for  true  dagger  ftufF,  it  fhould  give 
place  to  none ;  and  if  that.de  got  name  from  0clf 

Vol,  I  F  f  •  as 
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as  he  faith,  the  old  Danifli  word^  I  know  not  why 
this  may  not  almoft  with  as  little  variation  come 
from  Oil,  being  almoft  as  fubftantial  in  the  hand- 
ling as  oil  is,  and  juftifies  that  old  report  of  the 
merry  poet. 


-nilfpiffius  iUoj 


Dum  bUntttTj  nil  clarius  efi  dam  mi^iur  :  erga 
Cwiftat  earn  tmdtum  t err en^e  fads  bwere. 

When  we  have  looked  a  little  behind  Sandbach^ 
and  taken  notice  of  Arclid,  a  little  townlhip,  and 
of  Smethwick  y  which  townfhip  and  houfe,  in  thai 
of  an  ancient  continuance,  gave  name  to  the 
Smethwick,  there  to  this  day  continuing,  and  yec 
in  the  poffeffion  of  William  Smethwick,  efquire, 
a  man  much  beloved  and  well  refpefted ;  we  turn 
again  to  follow  our  Wheelock-water,  which  after 
it  hath  Ihewed  at  Wintley,  a  good  part  thereof  the 
lands  of  George  Vernon,  elquirc,  and  Moulton, 
we  go  by  Elworth,  in  which  Mr.  Raven  hath  a  new 
£air  houfe. 

And  then  holding  ftill  by  our  river  fide, 
wherein  the  Fulbrook-water  meeteth  it,  we  ftcp 
over  into  that  goodly  lordlhip  of  Warminghara, 
where  lies  a  fpacious  demefne,  large  farms^  &ie 
rents,  parilh-church,  and  all  now  belonging  to 
Crewc-hall  before-mentioned  j  and,  by  purchafe, 
the  pofleffion  of  the  faid  fir  Randol  Crewe,  of 
which  they  are  all  not  a  little  glad,  the  faid  fir 
Randol  being  patron  of  the  rcftory  there. 

And  here  again  we  approach  to  the  Weaver  fide^ 
upon  which  are  fituated  two  great  lordfhips ;  the 
one  Occlefton,  and  the  other  Wimboldfley,  iq 
which  are  freeholders  of  the  Venables,  and  of  thy 
Kinfcys  -,  and  near  unto  thefe,  lies  a  member  of 
Minihall,  but  diftinguifiied  by  the  name  of  Min^ 
fhrii  Vernon,  by  fome  owner  anciently  of  that 
*  hou£p 
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houfe  of  the  V^rnons,  a  goodly  extent  of  farms, 
and  of  paiturcs,  and  of  woods,  which  have  been 
purpofely  nourifhed,  for  Wich-woods  •,  .  and  Ait 
pofieflion  of  that  now,  as  I  take  it,  belong  to  one 
of  the  Warburtons,  a  gentleman  born  in  Chefhiye^ 
but  dwelling  in  Hampfhire. 

But  to  look  a  little  eaftward  again,  there  lies 
Lea,  a  fine  houfe,  and  a  fpacious  demefne,  xhA 
lands  of  William  firereton,  of  Afhley,  efquire  y 
and  next  to  that  Clive  or  Cleave,  a  great  precinft, 
near  uQto  which  is  iituate  a  demefne  and  fair  old 
houfe,  called  the  Nunhoufe^  that  was  anciently 
j;>dionging  to  fir  Thomas  Holcroft,  and  now  thb 
lands  of  Thomas  Marbury,  of  Marbury,  efquire. 

From  thence  we  ftill  follow  the  Weaver-courfe 

towards  the  furtheft  acute  point  of  this  hundred, 

only  noting  the  places  on  the  banks  of  it  on  the 

eaft  fide,  which  are  firfi:  Warton,  a  fruitful  vein 

o£  land  ^  and  fo  we  come  to  Eaton,  a  lordfliip  of 

fir  William  Brereton's,  and  then  we  fee  the  church 

and  parifh  of  Davenham  or  Daneham,  for  it  takes 

name  of  Dane  the  river,  which  now  on  the  other 

fide  of  this  church,  approacheth  with  all  fpeed, 

haftening  to  meet  with  the  Weaver.  In  which  Daven- 

haniy  we  obferve  a  good,  fair,  and  moft  ancient 

built  church,  with  a  fpire  ileeple  to  be  feen  far 

every  way  -,  and  juft  by  it  a  great  parfonage,  now 

in  the  hands  of  the  reverend  dean  of  Chefler ;  the 

patron  whereof  is  that  honourable  knight  and  ba- 

jKinet  fir  Thomas  Savage,  often  and  moft  worthy 

to  be  remembered. 

And  not  far  from  hence,  the  feat  of  the  I  lot 

fords^  of  Davenham^   gentlemen  of  good  worth 

and  a  very   ancient  defcent,  deriving  themfclves 

from    fir  George  Holford,  of  Holtord,    knight, 

who  were  ftated  there  by  marriage  of  one  of  the 

daughters  and  heirs  of  Brett,  ancient  geAtlemen  of 

that  pariOi }  whereof  there  is  an  ancient  monujnent 

F  f  i        ,  ^ 
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of  alabafter  in  a  chapel  of  that  church :  Another 
of  the  fame  co-hcir$  was  married  to  Mr.  Wich,  of 
Alderley. 

Betwixt  this  and  Northwich  lies  the  townlhip, 
with  a  fair  houfe  and  demefne ;  whereof  the  owner 
Ralph  Leftwich,  efc^uire,  hath  continued  the  fame 
name  of  the  place  ot  ^reat  antiquity ;  yet  now  by 
the  heir-^neral  of  bis  heir,  is  like  to  pals  into 
another  name  I  towit,  William  Oldfield,  el'quire; 
which  houfe  hath  alfo  a  chapel  and  burial  place  in 
the  fame  church. 

We  muft  needs  take  a  little  pains  to  retire  back 
again,  that  on  the  other  fide  ot  Whcelock-water, 
we  may  proceed  where  we  left,  to  fetch  the  view 
of  the  middle  part  of  this  hundred  on  both  fides  of 
the  Dane. 

To  pafs  by  the  lordfhips  of  Tetton  and  Mofton, 
next  to  Elton,  where  we  left,  which  are  members 
of  Warmincham  •,  we  fee  next  Bradwall,  a  feat  an- 
ciently of  the  Harringtons,  and  now  a  pofieffion  of 
one  or  the  Oldfields,  a  gentleman  obtaining  the  fame 
IsLtdy  by  marrying  the  daughter  of  Barrington  5 
^nd  lb  we  pafs  along  that  famous  mere,  called  the 
Bagmere,  being  very  large  and  deep  ;  and  from  it 
runs  a  water  called  Cfocq,  which  quickly  haftens 
to  increafe  the  Dane :  If  here  I  fhould  either  pafs 
in  filence,  or  call  in  quellion  that  common  report 
of  the  trees  in  the  pool,  which  is  faid  to  lift  up 
themfelves  into  fight  above  the  water,  before  fuch 
time  as  any  heir  of  the  houfe  of  the  Breretons,  the 
owner  thereof  dieth,  I  fhould  be  thought  too  nic« 
and  ftri&  in  giving  way  to  the  current  of  all  wri- 
ters, and  too  injurious  to  the  wonder-tellers  of  all 
ages  :  But  I  profefs  a  love  to  truth,  and  by  fuch 
enquiry  as  I  have  madc»  I  could  never  learn,  that 
the  worthy  knights  and  owners  themfelves  of  that 
great  feat  have  much  regarded  that  obfervation, 
but  rather  thought  (as  for  my  own  part  I  do),  that 

the 
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the  riling  ibmetimcf  of  thofe  trees,  is  for  the  time 
merely  accidental,  and  for  the  fignification  nothing 
nt  all,  but  even  as  other  the  like  bulks  and  bodies 
of  woodier  earth,  or  other  fubftance,  that  lie  float- 
ing in  deep  waters,  which  by  winds  or  other  natur-* 
ral  motions  do  ftir,  are  diverfly  railed  or  deprelT- 
ed ;  ib  thefe,  at  fome  time  are  fo  carried  by  fome 
natural  caufe,  not  fo  fully  appearing  t6  mens  un- 
derfhmding.  And  if  once  or  twice  in  many  ag^ 
fijch  an  accident  fall  out,  at,  or  before  tlie  death  of 
an  heir,  as  eafily  it  may  come  to  pafs^  this  hath 
more  force  to  give  wings  unto  fuch  a  flying  report, 
than  ten  experiences  to  the  contrary  (hall  ever  call 
in  9f^.  To  fay  nothing,  that  Chriftian  faith  and 
religion  teacheth  the  heirs  of  that,  and  of  every 
other  noble  houfe,  that  as  they  want  no  predictions 
every  day  and  hour  that  they  live,  to  tell  them 
that  they  fhall  die,  fo  muft  they  never  look  for 
fuch  a  privilege,  as  to  have  a  meflenger  to  tell 
them  the  certain  time  when  it  fhall  be. 

But  I  ftay  too  long  upon  this  ^  I  could  wifli,  that 
thofe  trees  may  lie  long  unfeen,  fo  that  we  ftill  fee 
the  worthy  owner  of  that  magniflcent  place  fir 
William  Brereton,  knight,  to  continue  ftill  a  wor- 
thy governor  in  his   country  y  a  man  whom  the 
world  acknowledgeth  to  have  fpent  his  ftudy,  his 
care,  his  years,  even  now  to  a  full  maturity,  in 
the  upright  managing  of  the  great  affairs  or  the 
country,  both  for  the  military  forces,  and  for  the 
{>olitical  government,  with  admirable  commenda- 
Cion  and  fingular  integrity. 

I  might  ibeak  of  the  ftately  houfe  of  Brereton, 
Ixin^  one  01  the  fineft  compleat  buildings  of  br  ck 
in  this  county.  But  to  pais  it  over,  hailing  to  other 
places,  having  flrft  told  you,  that  Brereton  being 
ci  parifh,  the  faid  fir  William  Brereton  is  patron 
Khereof. 

To  pal«^  over  thofe  great  fpacious  heaths  and 
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commonst  t!iat  lie  every  w^ydifperfed  in  this  pan 
€)f  the  hundred,  which  as  they  have  in  Ipi^g ,  con- 
liouances  been  cropt  and  fnipt  round  about  their 
borders  on  every  fide,  fo  the  iflduftry  of  future 
ages,  and  populoulnefs  of  all  places,  if  it  i)imild 
increafe  as  it  hath  done,  would  bring  tliem  la  dmc 
fo  a  narrower  compafs.  We  come  next  to  the  par^ 
ot  Aftbury,  a  goodly  church  with  a  Iqftj  fpire 
fteeple,  and  the  weft  porch  of  it  as  hig)i  w  th^ 
|)orch  itfelf. 

:  In  the  church-yard  are  two  Terv  ancieat  mpnar 
inents  of  ftone>  being  the  fepulchres  of  knigjiti^ 
whole  portraitures  lie  upon  them ;  their  efcutchions 
have  bearers,  which  may,  for  ought  can  be  koownt 
except  the  colours  were  known,  be  afcribe^  to  the 
anceftors  of  the  Breretons,  Venables,  or.  Mainwar- 
ings,  though  there  be  alfoftoie  others  that  put  in 
claims  to  them* 

This  pariih  of  Aftbury  excendech  far^  and  ta 
the  precinfts  thereof  appertain  many  of  thoj^houfes 
of  note«  wliich  we  have  already,  and  IhaU  yet 
mention  in  this  view. 

Tlie  goodly  parfonage  we  may  not  ocnit,  which 
hath  for  a  feat  a  very  ancient  convenient  houfe, 
even  juft  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  chur^ch-yard ;  the 
redlory  there  having  been  a  long  time  as  it  were, 
buGed  in  other  affairs,  now  begins  to  prepare  her- 
fclf  for  the  entertainment  of  her  worthy  incumbent, 
Mr.  archdeacon  Dodd  before  mentioned,  in  Naot- 
wich  hundred,  who  are  like  ihortly  to  have  a  glad 
meeting  to  rejoice  more  fweetly  together  for  ever 
hereafter. 

This  parifh  alfo  boafls  itfelf  to  be  mathsr  of 
Congleton  or  Congerton,  from  the. ancient  aamt 
of  Antoninus,  of  Condate.  Which  town  of  Con* 
gleton  being  a  fine  frequented  market,  and  (ituate 
upon  the  river  Dane,  and  another  fmaller  tnoc^ 
tliere,  called  Hbwtie,  hail^  been  long  of  ^reat  ef- 

timation. 


O  F    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  223 

ckiution,  and  graced  with  the  dignity  of  a  mayor 
and  fix  aldermen  for  their  government ;  and  chey 
have  had  a  handfome  chapel  in  the  town,  though 
they  acknowledge  Aftbury  their  parifti-church. 

And  hence  we  purpofe  to  take  direction  at  this 
ftreom  of  the  Dane,  to  lead  us  unto  the  view  of  the 
reft  of  this  hundred.  Beyond  Walfield  lieth  the  wa- 
ter called  Dane-Inch.  Stepping  over  to  the  north 
fide  of  the  Dane,  we  will  now  bend  our  courfe  wef- 
terly,  and  firft  take  view  of  Radnor,  the  name  of  a 
fair  lordfhip,  and  which  ^ve  name  to  an  ancient 
family  now  extinft,  and  trom  whence  it  came  to 
the  Wilbrahams,  of  Woodhay,  and  is  fince  that 
difperfed  unto  other  owners. 

Wc  come  next  to  Sommerford,  a  fine  lordfhip, 
and  pieafant  feat  of  an  ancient  defcent  of  that  name, 
but  now  by  marriage  with  the  heir-general  there- 
of, poffcflbd  by  a  worthy  well  qualified  gentleman, 
Philip  OWfield,  efquire,  the  Ibn  of  Philip  Old- 
ieid,  a  late  induftrious  and  learned  lawyer  of  this 
county  -,  within  this  is  alfo  a  fairhoufe  anddemefneof 
another  ancient  defcent  of  gentlemen  of  the  Swet- 
tahams,  enjoyed  now  by  Edmund  Swetenham, 
efquiie. 

And  thefe  gentlemen  it  fccms  had  their  names 
from  the  next  neighbouring  parilh,  called  Sweten- 
kam,  which  ftands  upon  the  fame  fide  of  the  Dane, 
and  hath  a  little  church  and  a  redtory  by  it,  being 
a  good  benefice,  in  the  gift  of  fir  John  Davenport, 
knight.  And  there  we  think  good  to  ftep  over 
the  Dane  in  the  demefnc  of  Davenport,  and  take 
notice  of  thofe  places  which  lie  betwixt  this  river 
and  the  Croco,  till  we  come  to  the  m.eeting  places 
of  thofe  two  rivers.  The  firfl:  whereof  is  the  feat 
and  fcite  of  Davenport,  vulgarly  Danport,  amofl:  an- 
cient pofifeifion  of  the  Davenports,  knights,  and 
efquires  of  good  account,  the  prefcnt  owner  where- 
of is  fir  John  Davenport,  knight,  who,  in  anno 

1617, 
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1617,  being  high  (herifF  of  die  county,  and  peN 
forming  his  fervice  and  duty  to  his  excellent  mar* 
jefty  he;x:  in  his  highnefs  progrefs,  at  his  taking 
leave  in  the  confines  of  the  county,  his  majefty  not 
only  gave  him  thanks  for  his  attendance,  but  of 
his  royal  benignity,  called  him  to  come  near  him^ 
and  beflowtd  upon  him  the  degree  of  knishchood, 
and  graced  him  with  a  pleafant  princely  farewell, 
TouJbaU  carry  me  ibis  token  to  your  wife^  graciouf- 
ly  fo  meant  by  his  majefty  ^  but  the  gentlewoman 
having  indeed  before  that  attained  to  a  better  la- 
dyfhip,  being  gone  to  her  Lord  and  Saviour  in 
heaven. 

To  difcourfe  here  whether  all  the  many  great  and 
ancient  defcents  of  the  name  of  Davenports^  (o 
plentiful  in  this  county,  had  their  firft  originak 
trom  this  houfe,  is  a  tafk  which  I  am  not  well  fur- 
nilhed  for. 

Holding  our  courfe  then  full  weft,  we  come  next 
to  Holme's  Chapel,  alias  Church-hulme,  whioh  is 
a  member  of  the  pariih  of  Sandbach,  and  a  place 
well  known  by  the  church  in  the  fame,  and  alio 
by  the  fituation,  being  a  baiting-place  in  the  great 
road  out  of  Lancaftiire  towards  London ;  and 
where  alfo  that  bridge  is  built  by  John  Needham, 
efq.  whofe  heir,  now  Sir  Robert  Needham,  of  Shav- 
ington,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  knight,  hath  here  a 
demefne  and  fair  lands  in  this  lordftiip. 

And  next  to  this  we  come  to  Cotton,  a  feat  of 
an  ancient  defcent  of  the  fame  name,  the  heirs  there* 
of  now  in  minority,  to  which  adjoineth  Sprofton,  a 
member  of  that  great  fee,  fo  called  of  Kinderton. 
And  in  this  Sprofton,  there  is  of  the  Trevits,  and 
fome  other  freeholders,  charterers  to  Kinderton. 
And  becaufe  that  a  fair  demefne  lies  here  in  ligh^ 
though  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Dane,  we  will  note  it 
as  we  go,  and  that  is  Bileigh,  belonging  to  Peter 
Shakkerley,  of  Hulme,  efq.  and  fo  we  come  to  tha 
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ihiJ  Kindcrton,  that  ancient  barony,  who  only  of 
all  the  reft  ot  the  barons  of  the  carls  of  Clidtcr, 
fincc  the  Norman  conqucft,  have  continued  in  a  fuc- 
ccflive  line  of  tlie  heirs  male,  and  even  lately  when 
it  was  at  the  point  of  failing,  and  even  likely  in  all 
mens  account  to  have  been  tranfphinted,  itpleafcd 
God  in  his  providence  to  raife  a  fuccefTor  of  the 
fame  ftem,  who  at  this  prefent  is  a  towardly  young 
gentleman,  Peter  Venables,  eiiq.baronof  Kinderton, 
who,  though  fcarce  out  of  his  minority,  is  likely  to 
j-eplcnifh  the  fame  (if  God  will)  with  a  fruitful 
increafe  of  his  race,  having  an  lieir  male  by  a 
<laughter  of  Sir  Richard  Wilbraham,  of  Wood- 
hcy,  knight  and  baronet.  To  fpeak  of  the  large 
extent  of  this  fee  and  barony,  and  how  many 
knights,  efquires,  and  gentlemen,  hold  lands,  and 
do  lervicc  to  the  court  there  hoklen,  were  now 
befide  my  purpofe,  though  it  would  tend  much 
to  the  dignity  of  that  great  lordfhip. 

It  is  neighboured  by  the  fecond  town  of  the  hun- 
dred, another  of  the  i'amous  Wiches,  and  by  reafon 
of  the  fituation  between  the  other  two  called  Mid- 
dlewich,  being  a  market  town,  and  in  the  fame  two 
brine-feeths,  or  falt-pits,  and  great  ftore  of  fait  there 
i$  made,  and  vended  into  parts  both  near  and 
remote. 

The  church  there  is  a  very  fair  one,  the  pari(h 
extending  itfelf  into  many  townfhips  round  about  ^ 
the  chancel  lately  re-edified  by  Sir  William  Brere- 
ton,  knight,  patron  of  the  redtory  there.  In  whicli 
church  is  a  fair  chapel^  and  peculiar  burial  place 
of  that  great  race  of  the  \'enables. 

And  in  another  part  thereof,  the  ancient  name 
of  the  Buckleys,  as  is  probable  by  fonie  ancient 
glafs  windows  yet  there  remaining. 

Through  this  town  runs  the  Croco,  and  nov/ 
upon  the  far  fide  of  it,,  we  will  take  \yith  us  the 
vjew  of  Newton,  a  townfliip  on.  the  weft-fide   of 

Vol.  I.  G  g  MiJdIewich., 
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bcufc  of  Bojiock  fprung  a  goodly  number  of 
name  in  Cbejhire^  Shropjhire^  BakfhirCy  and  i 
But  now  we  muft  again  ftep  over  the  Crc 
there  where  meeting  with  the  Dane  it  ] 
name  of  Croco,  and  yet  gives  name  to  Crv 
ancient  feat  of  one  race  oif  the  Mainwarinj 
heir-general,  of  whom  it  is  now  come  to 
feffion  of  Michael,  another  fon  of  Philip  < 
efq.  the  lawyer,  whom  formerly  we  mei 
and  to  another  defcent  of  gentlemen  of  loq 
nuance,  and  owners  of  a  fine  houfe  and 
call«l  Croxton,  of  Ravenfcroft,  which  p! 
hath  eiven  name  toa  worfhipful  family,  whc 
they  have  fome  lands.  Hill  their  inneritai 
hereunto,  yet  are  planted  in  Flintfhire,  \ 
unto  the  city  of  Chefter,  being  now  called 
venfcrofts  of  Bretton. 

Now  while  we  are  here,  it  is  good  to  ta 
us  the  view  of  Lees,  a  townfhip  uiat  lies  as 
ber  of  Bikigh  before  mentionecl ;  and  of  C 
a  town(hip,  that  next  unto  the  bridge  we  1 
at  Hulme*s-chapel,  extends  itfelf  to  that 
feat  (the  name  fpeaks  that)  called  the  Hen 
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pcrfticious  devotion,  but  as  an  oracle  for  counfel 
and  advice,  how  poor  clients  may  with  moftrfafety 
and  eafe  compoife  fuits  and  troubles  ;  wherein  that 
gentleman  the  owner,  as  well  for  his  great  experi- 
ence in  the  practical  proceedings  of  law  caufes,  as 
for  his  fingular  humanity  and  gentlenefs,  was  very 
famous ;  his  fon  and  heir  is  Laurence  Winnington. 

Near  unto  which  lies  Twemlow,  and  therein  an 
ancient  feat  of  the  Booths,  of  Twemlow,  gentle- 
men, and  fo  we  pafs  into  that  fpacious  precmd  of 
I{.udheath,  a  wide  common,   containing  a  large 
crircuit,  and  which  hath  in  old  time  had  a  fandtu- 
a.ry  in  it,  with  privileges  thereunto,  fuch  as,  how- 
soever intended  by   thofe  founders   in  pity  and 
crompaflion   to  poor  oflfenders   that  had  cafually 
f^allen  into  crimmal  fafts,  yet  in  the  abuie  of  them 
provoked  to  be  an  encouragement  to  wilful  and  def- 

f>erate  tranfgreifors,    and  therefore  juftly  demo- 
i(hed.     This   Rudheath  is  bordered   about   by 
divers  great  demefnes,  and  by  houfes  of  gentle- 
xnen  of  great  place  i  the  firft  whereof  towards  the 
call  part  of  it  is  Carringham,  and  Barnfhaw,  two 
liouies  and  demefnes  of  that  one  fruitfiil  offspring 
of  the  Mainwarings,  called  Mainwaring  of  Car- 
ringham, a  race  of  very  great  account  j  and  the 
poueflbr  thereof,  now  Henry  Mainwaring,   efq. 
a  very  worthy  gentleman. 

From  thence  we  may  fee  Goftrey  Chapel,  a 
^reat  townlhip,  in  which  is  an  ancient  feat  of  the 
£atons,  called  Batons  of  Blagden,  now  pofTefled 
by  Jo.  Eaton,  gentleman  ;  this  chapelry  belongs 
to  Sandbach. 

And  fo  we  will  retire  back  to  the  weft-fide  of 
Rudheath  ag^n,  becaufe  we  will  not  lofe  the  fight 
of  our  former  guide  the  Dane,  till  it  bring  us  to 
the  further  point  of  this  hundred,  and  where  it 
yields  up  name  and  dream  and  all  into  the  Weaver. 
Firft  then  from  behind  Ravenfcroft,  where  we 
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pricft,  born  in  Shurlach,  a  little  before-mention- 
ed, who  was  parfon  of  one  of  the  St.  Bartholo- 
mews in  London ;  and  amongft  other  lands  gave 
xinto  this  fchool  the  Saracen's  Jrlead  in  the  city  of 
Chefter. 

Let  us  pals  on  to  Wincharri  next  adjoining, 
'where  there  is  a  feat  of  the  llarcourts  of  that 
place,  now  in  the  poffeflion  of  Richard  Warcourt, 
efquire,  whole  name.  Of  great  accoiuit  in;  many 
Ihires,  may  fhew  his  ancient  dcfcent. 

And  fo  pafling  on  through  the  lordlhip  of  Lof^ 
-Cock,  vulgarly  Loftock  Gralam,  we  come  pre- 
fcntly  to  Holford,  a  ftately  houle,  and.  lately  the 
icat  of  the  great  and  worfhipful  race  of  the  Hol- 
Jb'rds ;  whereof  the  laft  owner,  Chrillopher  I  lol- 
ford,  efquire,  left  no  ilfue-male,  and  fo  the  fame 
defccnded  to  his  only  daughter  and  heir,  the  lady 
jMary  Chohr.ondeley,  late  wife-  of  the  laft  Sir 
Hugh  Cholmondeley,  deceafed,  and  now  father 
to  the  noble  baronet  Sir  Robert  Cholmondeley ; 
a  lady  of  great  worth,  dignity,  and  revenue. 

Alorig  this  lordlhip  runs  the.  river  Peover  Eye, 
-which  -hath   given  name  to  two  great  lordfliips, 
J^cther  Peover,  the  parochial  chapel  whereof,   be- 
longing to  great   Budworth,    is.  within  this  hun- 
dred, and  part  of  the  townfhip  is  in  Bucklow  hun- 
dred i   and  Over  Peover,    in  Bucklow  hundred, 
iBvhich  we  fhall  fee  more  fully  when  we  come  agaia 
to  the  fame  water's  other  fide  ;  and  fo  cafting  iaa 
eye  upon  the  goodly  dcmefnes,  lands,  and  fpacious 
mofs,  called  Holford  Mofs,  together  with  the  greau 
farms  in  Loftock,  belonging  to  the  laid  feat  of 
Holford,  we  have  finifhed  our  walk  through  this 
hundred  of  Northwich. 


Maccles« 
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Macclesfield  Hundred. 

THE  fituation  of  Macclesfield  hundred,  bor- 
dering the  county  upon  the  eaft,  and  north- 
caft,  calls  us  now  to  enter  into  it ;  and  that  we 
may  quickly  do,  being  near  unto  one  corner  of^ 
it.     The  whole  ihape  of  which  hundred,  faving 
that  the  lines  of  it  on  each  fide  Ihoot  in  many 
bights  and  bendings,  which  makes  it  like  an  irre- 
gular  polygon  ;  I  would  elfe  fay,  came  neareft  un* 
to  a  juft  Iquare,  adding  to  the  angle  that  looks 
Borthwcft  that  one  point,  which,  in  the  old  refan- 
Uance  of  the  whole  county  by  writers  to  an  eagle's 
right  wine*  is  the  point  of  the  wing's  firft  feather 
reaching  torth  beyond  all  the  reft  of  the  feathers, 
from  the  place  where  the  Merfey  and  Goit  waters 
meet  together  beyond  Stockport,  and  (hooting  in 
between  a  part  of  Lancafliire  on  the  north,  and  a 
part  of  Derbyftiire  on  the  eaft,  toucheth  with  the 
utternioft  point  upon  Yorklhire  in  the  north-eaft. 
We   ftep  therctorc  over  that  water  that   runs, 
through  Alloftock,  into  the  large  precin&s  of  the 
Withingtons,  whereof  one  part  is  called  Old  Wi- 
thington,  in  which  there  is  a  fair  feat  belonging 
to  Tiiomas  Baikerville,  efquire,  anciently  derived 
from  his  anceftors. 

Here  we  hold  it  beft  to  keep  the  right-hand 
bonier  of  the  hundred,  which  uking  Marton  in 
our  wa'y,  a  great  lordfliip  of  Sir  John  Daven- 
ports, and  wherein  there  is  a  goodly  mere,  from 
whence  tlut  water  runs,  which  goes  by  the  Lof- 
tocks  to  Northwich ;  and  then  going  by  Eaton  and 
North  Rhode,  wc  enter  upon  the  huge  precindl  of 

Bofleigh, 
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Bofleich,  where  the  Dane  begins  to  be  very  furly, 
and  takes  a  pride  to  be  as  it  were  a  keeper,  or 
circler,  on  one  fide  of»the  fpacious  foreft  ot  Mac- 
clesfield, which  here  greatly  enlargeth  itfelf  into 
hills  and  valleys,  whereof  the  highelt  is*  that  lofty 
top  of  Shutlingihaw  Hill  -,    concerning  which,  I 
leave  fome  fables  to  be  told  by  them   that  are 
neighbours  to  it.     And  the  other  more  northerly, 
cowards  Macclesfield,  where  ftands  the  Chamber 
in  the  foreft,   and  there  pointing  you  to  a  hill, 
^here  are  let  the  three  fhire-ftones,  the  points  of 
three  (hires  there  meeting,   we  turn  our  courfe 
back  again,  becaufe  in  a  walk  or  two  to  and  fro, 
in  the  middle  of  the  great  fquare,  we  fhall  fee  the 
bulk  of  this  whole  hundred.     Weftward  from  the 
fhire-ftones,  over  the  foreft,  lies  Rainow,  and  next 
thereunto  Sutton,    which  gave  name,   and  hath 
continued  in  that  feat  of  a  family  of  great  worth 
and  worftiip  of  the  Suttons ;  which  now  lately,  by 
the  marriage  of  one  of  the  fitters  to  the  laft  owner 
thereof,   Richard  Sutton,   efquire,  untimely  de- 
ceaied,  is  invefted  in  a  greater,  and  now  enjoyed 
by  the  right  worthy  and  worfiiipful,  great,  learned 
lawyer,  Humphrey  Davenport,  dquire,  now  fer- 
jcant  at  law,  of  nioft  reverend  eftimadon,  a  bro 
thcr  to  Sir  William  Davenport,  of  the  houfe  of 
Broomhall.    Of  this  houfe  of  Sutton,   was  that 
ever  famous  knight,  and  great  patron  of  learning. 
Sir  Richard  Sutton,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
famous  college  of  Braze-nofe,  in  Oxford,  where, 
by  his  bounty,  many  of  our  Chefliire  youth  re- 
ceive moft  worthy  education,  in  all  good  learning 
and  true  religion. 

Hereabouts  do  meet  feveral  little  brooks  that 
have  their  original  among  the  hills  of  the  foreft^ 
and  now  make  a  fair  ftream  called  BoUm,  which, 
^hen  it  hath  condu£led  us  to  Macclesfield,  wc 
¥rill  leave  it  bending  its  courfe  northward^  till  we 
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meet  with  it  again  anon,  and  fliall  draw  help  from 
it  in  our  walk  back  again.  Macclesfield,  or  Max- 
field  town,  may  well  give  name  to  the  whole  hun- 
dredj  for  your  eye  will  tell  you,  that  it  muft 
needs  be  of  great  antiquity,  if  no  other  argument 
did  prove  it  -,  as,  namely,  giving  name  to  that  fa- 
mous foreft.  The  manner  of  building  in  it,  and 
the  great  privile^s  and  jurifdiftions,  both  in  the 
government  of  tne  town,  having  been  a  mayor- 
town  of  an  ancient  foundation,  and  their  foreign 
court,  which,  from  the  liberties  of  the  foreft,  do 
maintain  ftill  a  great  power  and  command  far  t>if 
in  that  hundred.  In  this  town  are  yet  leen  fome 
ruins  of  the  ancient  manor-houfe  of  the  renowned 
duke  of  Buckingham,  who  (as  report  yet  goeth) 
kept  there  his  princely  refidence  about  the  time  of 
king  Edward  IV.  of  whofc  grciit  hofpitality  there, 
mucli  by  tradition  is  reported.  I'he  church  there 
is  a  very  fair  and  large  church,  but  is  within  the 
parifh  of  Preltbury,  and  is,  indeed,  but  a  chapel 
of  the  lame  parilh. 

The  lame  chapel,  upon  the  fouth-fide  of  the 
chancel,  may.reem  to  be  there  founded  offpecial 

{)urpol*e  for  the  intombing  of  their  noble  race  by 
lim  of  their  own  name,  'i'homas  Savage,  a  great, 
learned  bifhop  of  London,  and  archbifhop  of 
York  ;  wlio  alio  built  there  a  college,  which  fincc 
hath  had  its  period  among  others. 

The  now  honourable,  both  in  degree,  and  in 
the  endowment  of  his  mind.  Sir  Thomas  Savage 
the  heir  and  advancer  of  that  great  race  to  greater 
nobility,  hath  finifhed  a  flatcly  and  coftly  tomb 
for  his  grandfather.  Sir  John  Savage,  the  laft 
knight  but  one  of  that  name,  who  lies  here  inter- 
red with  his  anceftors. 

And  here  again  I  would  crave  a  little  patience 
of  my  reader,  becaul'e  I  was  mylelf  a  witnefs  of 
thegreat  grief  anduniverial  moan  which  the  country 

in 
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in  general,  and  the  allies  of  that  houfe  in  parti- 
cular, were  furprifed  with  at  the  deceafe  or  that 
ancient  worthy  knight,  to  recapitulate  fome  re- 
membrances out  of  that  encomium,  which  was  at 
his  death  offered  from  the  duty  of  a  well-wilier  to 
him,  and  his  worthy  fucceflbrs,  the  fum  whereof 
I  will  but  abbreviate  -,  which  was.  That  he  was 
the  eleventh  knight  of  that  noble  race  and  name. 
Sir  John  Savage ;  that  many  of  them  had  matched 
witli  earls,  barons,  and  great  dignities.  He  was 
the  eldeft  knight  then  living  in  England.  His 
defcent,  from  the  honourable  houfes  of  Derby  and 
Worcefter  -,  and  his  match  with  the  lady  Manners, 
daughter  to  the  earl  of  Rutland.  His  worthy 
iflue.  Sir  John  Savage  the  eldeft,  and  Edward  his 
fecond  fon.  His  five  daughters,  all  beftowed  in 
ereat  marriages  in  his  life-time.  His  valiant  and 
Honourable  exploits  in  his  youth  by  his  chivalry  ; 
and  his  Angular  eftimation  afterwards,  by  govern- 
ment in  the  county,  fix  times  high  fherift^  thrice 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Chefter,  a  long  time  deputy 
lieutenant  for  martial  matters,  unmatchable  in  the 
fame  of  hofpitality,  charity,  and  alms ;  and  for 
rednu^  and  good  houfe-keeping,  ever  right  noble- 
man like.  And  why  fhould  not  I  add  alfo,  that 
which  even  then  the  writer*s  mufe  was  propheti- 
cally infpired  with,  concerning  the  great  hope 
and  worth  of  his  iflue,  in  the  pcrfon  of  his  grand- 
child, then  a  young  plant,  and  newly  fet  to  the 
inns  of  court,  to  be  trained  up  anfwerable  to  his 
birth  and  dignity,  which  (he  fang  thus  : 

^bat  hopeful  plants  that  is  tV  apparent  heir 
Of  aU  his  glory y  and  this  great  defcent : 

Ob !  be  the  reft  as  his  beginnings  are^ 
That  Savages  may  ftill  be  excellent. 

VoL.^I.  Hh  Sweet 
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Sweet  youtb^  who  now  within  tbofe  facred  bawerSj 

Where  England^ s  pureft  bloods  do  make  abode^ 
In  fruitful  ftudy  fpends  bis  happy  bours^ 
*  fFbile  nature  him  with  bleffings  rare  doth  load. 

There  be  a  mirror  Jbines  among  ft  bis  peer s^ 

In  all  bis  carriage  right  beroical ; 
Plea/ant  in  ft>eWy  difcreet  beyond  bis  years^ 

IVellJpoken^  courteous^  and  judicial. 

There  is  alfo  a  fair  frec-fchool  founded  long 
fince,  which  about  the  beginning  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth's liappy  reign,  had  a  fchool-mafter  of  great 
fame  for  learning,  and  fingular  method  of  teach- 
ing, who,  living  many  years,  brought  up  moft  of 
the  gentry  of  this  (hire;  his  name  was  John 
Brounfwerd,  ftyled  by  moll  men  that  knew  him, 
Grammaticiis  \  who  lying  buried  there,  had  this 
epitaph  worthily  infcribed,  by  one  Newton,  one 
of  his  own  fcholars  : 

Alpha  poetarum^  coryphaus  grammaticorum  \ 
Paidanomon  phomiXj  hdcfepelitur  bumo. 

On  the  fouth  of  Macclesfield  we  firft  view, 
Ridge,  fo  called  of  the  fituation  no  doubt,  and 
is  a  lordfhip,  with  a  fair  houfe  and  demefhe  of  the 
Leighs  of  that  houfe,  now  the  poflefTion  of  John 
Leigh,  of  Ridge,  efquire :  From  whence  we  wc(- 
^rly  go  to  Gaufworth,  where  ftands  the  church 
of  Gaufwdrth. 

And  clofe  by  it  the  ftately  feat  of  the  great  name 
of  Phittons,  knights,  of  a  long  continued  race, 
and  of  great  worth,  the  laft  oi  the  name,  fir  Edr 
ward  Phitton,  advanced  to  be  a  baronet,  whichi 
dignity  he  hath  now  left  to  his  Ion  fir  Edward  Phit- 
ton, a  young  baronet  of  excellent  parts. 

The  next  goodly  lordlhip,  houfe  and  demefnc 

*#ffering 
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offering  itfelf  to  our  view  is  Hcnbury,  an  ancient 
continued  feat  of  one  race  of  that  name,  whicli 
have  been- here  knights  and  efquires  of  great  ac- 
count ;  about  thcfe  two  laft  rehearfed  lordihips 
begin  pretty  brooks,  which  unite  themfelves  at 
Capefthorn,  a  great  lordlhip  and  demefne,  giving 
name  to  the  ancient  feat  of  the  Wards,  gentlemen 
of  good  worth,  and  (o  runs  down  by  Pephall  to 
Chdford,  a  chapelry  and  fine  lordfhip,  near  which 
flands  a  brick  houfe  built  by  one  of  the  ancient 
defcent  of  Fallowes :  And  not  far  off  the  like 
ereStcd  by  one  of  the  faid  houfe  of  the  Wards,  of 
Capefthorn,  and  is  called  Wards  of  M6nkfheath. 

And  here  we  turn  northward  by  Birtles,  where 
one  or  two  gentlemen  of  that  name  have  their  an- 
cient feats  fituate  upon  a  fine  brook,  which  begins 
in  the  hills  befide  Macclesfield,  and  at  Cheltord 
joins  with  the  other  that  came  from  Henbury  and 
Gaufworth ;  and  fo  they  both  make  up  the  river 
Peover-Eye. 

But  now  we  keep  us  by  the  confines  of  this 
hundred,  and  paffing  along  by  Snelfton,  we  come 
to  Alderky,  tAere  we  behold  afar  off  both  the 
parifhudiurch,  and  near  to  it  a  very  gallant  houfe 
and  idtt  of  that  worthy  ftem  ot  the  Stanleys, 
derived  from  the  honourable  defcent  of  the  earls  of 
Derby,  late  the  poflefllon  of  fir  Thomas  Stanley, 
knight,  of  much  efleem,  and  now  of  Thomas 
Stanley,  efquire,  his  heir  •,  a  man  like  to  uphold  the 
worthy  account  of  bis  anccflors.  More  confpicuous 
is  this  place  by  the  beacon  mounted  upon  an  emi- 
nent hill  over  the  town.  A  device,  which  in  that 
and  other  high  places  in  ail  counties  in  England 
ufed  in  times  pad,  and  may  be  again,  if  God  b^ 
not  more  merciful  than  we  defer ve,  to  great  pur- 
pofe,  in  time  of  invafions  or  infurreftions. 

TheJTarfon  of  that  church  is  to  be  prefented  by    , 

the  faid  Mr.  Stanley.    The  defcent  of  this  hill  i 

Hh  2  \i\vcs^* 
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brings  us  prcfendy  to  Chorley,  where  one  other 
cfquire's  leat,  late  of  the  Davenports  of  Chorley, 
fhews  itfelf.  And  a  little  further  a  fair  old  houle 
belonging  to  the  Traffords,  great  knights,  of  Traf- 
ford  in  Lancafliire.  And  fo  we  come  to  Wimbold- 
fley  or  Wilmflow,  a  parifli  of  large  extent,  ihe 
church  there  a  very  fair  one. 

Within  this  parilh  more  eaftward  is  a  fair  houfe 
and  a  park,  called  BoUin  park,  of  fir  George 
Booth's,  knight  and  baronet ;  and  on  the  other 
fide  a  fine  new  houfe,  built  by  John  Latham,  a  gen- 
tleman of  Lancafliire,  deceafed,  now  poflefled  by 
John  Mainwaring,  gentleman,  a  young  fon  of  the 
houfe  of  Peover.  And  below  that  a  very  ancient 
feat  and  demefne  in  the  townfliip  of  Pownhall,  the 
poiTeflbn  of  the  beft  race  of  the  Newtons,  and  none 
of  them  I  take  it  yet  in  minority. 

From  whence  taking  with  us  a  little  chapelry, 
called  Romley,  where  our  next  view  muft  be  of 
Handford,  a  very  goodly  lordftiip,  fair  houfe  and 
demefne  of  the  Breretons,  of  Handford,  fo  called 
for  their  chief  abode  in  that  feat,  whereof  have 
been  many  famous  knights  and  e^ires,  and  now 
a  young  towardly  gentleman  not  yet  of  age»  but  of 
great  hope,  and  like  to  prove  nothing  inferior  to 
his  worthy  anceftors. 

Next  to  this  let  us  fetch  the  view  of  Cheadlc, 
a  goodly  lordftiip,  or  rather  two  great  lordfliips, 
which,  by  inter-marriages  with  the  ancient  owners, 
came  at  laft  to  be  fit  portions  to  go  to  two  great 
names,  the  one  of  the  Savages  formerly  mentioned, 
and  the  other  of  Buckleys,  who  have  been  of  fo 
great  commands  and  account  in  Anglefey,  and 
have  here  a  fair  houfe  of  the  old  timber  building, 
near  to  which  ftands  tlie  parifli  church. 

We  have  only  in  the  farthefl:  nook  northerly 
of  this  hundred,  a  handfome  town  and  parifli-church 
covered,  called  Northenden  or  Norden,  fituate  up- 
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on  the  brink  of  the  Merfey,  the  moft  of  whofe 
great  parifhioners  we  Ihall  hit  upon  in  another 
hundred,  and  fo  we  bend  our  courfe  to  Stock- 
port. 

Upon  one  round  hill  hath  this  town  of  Stock- 
port been  built,  -  the  fummit,  or  top  whereof, 
affords  the  market-place,  and  convenient  room 
for  the  church,  and  for  the  parfonage,  which  are 
very  fair  ones  •,  the  right  of  prefentation  belong- 
ing to  the  worftiipful  houfe  of  Poynton ;  the  (kirt 
of  the  hill  beautified  with  many  fair  buildings, 
and  half  about  the  ikirt  of  it  runs  the  Merfey, 
with  great  force  or  rather  fury,  under  a  great 
ilone  bridge,  which  divides  them  from  Lancalhire-, 
it  is  a  great  market,  and  much  frequented  by 
dwellers  far  remote,  their  government  by  a  mayor 
and  Aldermen,  but  the  fignory  there  chiefly  be- 
longing to  the  owners  of  the  ancient  barony,  here 
having  been  one  of  the  barons  of  the  earls  of 
Chefter,  called  die  baron  of  Stockport,  which 
hath  defcendedto  the  Warrens  of  Poynton,  whofe 
heir  is  now  in .  niinority • 

From  Sto4^rt,  near  another  water  called  the 
Brainy  which  takes  beginning  eafterly  amongft 
the  hflB  in  and  near  unto  Lyme-Park,  we  come 
by  Bramhall,  a  very  fair  lordfhip,  demefne,  and 
fair  houfe,  of  the  great  name  ot  Davenport,  of 
Bramhall,  the  owner  whereof,  now  Sir  William 
Davenport,  knight,  Mr.  ferjeant  Davenport's  eld- 
cft  brother,  to  which  houfe  lies  a  park,  and  all 
things  fit  for  a  worihipfyl  feat.  But  we  will  leave 
Brame  on  our  left  hand,  to  take  with  us  a  fight 
of  Woodford,  where  is  another  houfe  and  de- 
mefne  of  the  Davenports,  a  branch  of  that  of 
Bramhall,  now  William  Davenport's,  of  Wood- 
ford, efq. 

And  pailing  along  by  Newhall,  we  come  to 
that  fpacious  and  fertile  demefne  of  Adlington, 

the 
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the  chief  feat  of  that  race  of  the  Leighs,  of  Ad- 
lingt6n,  which  is  one  of  the  great  names  of  gentry 
in  this  county,  whereof  thefe  hive  had  a  very  an- 
cient  continuance  here  from  many  knights  andef- 
quires,  down  to  the  prefent  owner  Sir  Urian 
Leigh,  knight,  who  hath  made  it  a  (lately  and 
commodious  houfe  of  late,  and  hath  a  park  and  cha- 
pel thereunto,  being  within  the  great  parilh  of  Prcft- 
bury,  of  which  worthy  and  well  delerving  kiught, 
I  might  fay  much  for  his  fufficiency  in  the  govern? 
ment  of  his  country,  both  in  the  civil  and  milid^ 
ry  affairs  thereof.  In  which  he  had  no  fmall  expe- 
rience, being  in  his  youth  much  addided  to  .the 
wars,  and  fetched  his  knighthood  from  that  wor- 
thy and  famous  furprizing  of  Cadiz  by  the  re- 
nowned Robert  earl  of  EfTex,  the  remembrance 
whereof  is  yet  freih  in  Spain,  and  other  places, 
which  was  in  anno  1595.  In  the  precinft  of^which 
lordlhip  he  hath  alfo  built  another  fine  feat,  call- 
ed the  Mill-houfe,  there  (landing  by  it  a  mill  up- 
on a  brook,  called  Fallibrome,  coming  from  a 
lordfliipof  that  name.  And  fo  bjrNewton  chapel 
within  Preftbury  parifh  aforefaidj^wc  come  to  the 
(pacious  lordfhip  of  Butleigh,  the  lands  al£>  of  die 
(aid  Sir  Urian  Leigh,  knight ;  and  fo  toBomngton, 
fituate  upon  the  BoUin,  on  the  other  fide  whereof 
lie  the  fair  houfe,  demefne,  and  lands  of  the  heirs 
of  Sir  George  Calveley,  knight,  before-mentioned, 
called  Mottram  Andrew-,  and  next  unto  that 
the  great  parifh  of  Preftbury,  which  is  impropri- 
ate, the  ancient  rent  belonging  to  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Chefter,  but  hatn  a  vicarage,  and  the 
tithes  belonging  to  the  faid  Sir  Unan  Leigh. 
Taking  notice  only  of  a  fair  brick-houfe,  then  fhort 
of  Macclesfield,  built  of  late  years  by  Mr.  Staple- 
ton,  called  Up  ton.  hall;  we  turn  us  alraoft  north- 
ward again,  andftepping  over  the  Bollin,  by  Tid- 
derington,  an  ancient  feat  and  fair  demefne  of  the 

Worthes; 
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Worthcs,  an  ancient  race,  now  Jafper  Worthes^ 
efquire,  we  may  wander  awhile  in  the  hills  and 
downs  of  the  forcft,  till  we  come  to  Overton, 
and  then  taking  with  us  Potchapel  and  Shrigley, 
a  great  lordfhip  of  the  Downs,  we  come  firil  to 
Upton,  and  prefently  to  Taxal.  And  when  we 
have  caft  our  eye  upon  Whaley-bridge,  the  i}t- 
moft  confines  and  paffage  into  a  part  of  Derby- 
Ihirc,  and  Difley,*  we  turn  us  almoft  full  weft 
again  to  come  to  Lime  *,  the  ftately  feat  and  fituation 
whereof,  with  the  large  and  fpacious  park  richly 
ftored  with  red  and  fallow  deer,  .with  all  other 
fitnef^  for  lordly  delights,  may  well  (hew  the 
worthy  defcent  of  that  great  family  and  name  of 
the  Lcighs,  of  Lime,  of  whom,  though  there  have 
been  many  famous  knights,  and.renowned  owners, 
yet  none  more  compleat  and  accompHlhed  in  ge- 
nerous and  heroical  virtues  than  Sir  Peter  Leigh, 
now  the  poflcffor  thereof,  a  noble  gentleman,  and 
of  great  refped. 

From  thence  we  follow  the  brook  afore-men- 
tioned, till  we  come  to  Poiuington,  or  Poynton, 
a  very  ancient;»|rid  fair  old  feat  of  the  Warrens  of 
Poynton,  whbxri  wc  mentioned  even  now,  the  inr 
heritoa  of  the  barony  of  Stockport,  with  a  fair 
park  Ijring  to  it  j  and  next-  to  it  a  gallant  lord- 
Ihip  and  chapelry  of  Norbury,  and  therein  the 
fair  feat  and  demefne  of  tlie  Hides,  another  an- 
cient and  famous  defcent ;  the  now  enjoyer  there- 
of,  Hamnct  Hide,  efquire,  for  his  wifdom  and 
moderation,  a  man  of  much  efteem. 

Between  this  and  the  Goit-water  lies  Torkin- 
ton,  giving  name  to  gentlemen  that  tlicre  hav<^ 
their  feat,  and  have  had  their  breeding  -,  beyond 
which  we  come  next  to  Merpool,  or  Marple,  and 
there  the  Goit  meets  with  the  Merfey, 

Wp  will  therefore  but  take  a  little  view  of  a 
fair  houle  at  Mile-end,  the  manfion  of  Williani 

Davenport, 
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D^enport,  cfquirc,  and  heir  to  Sir  William  Da- 
venport ;  and  next  to  that  of  OfFerton,  wl^re  was 
an  ancient  race  of  Winningtons,  gentlemen  of 
good  worth  -,  but  now  by  marriage  come  unto 
Laurence  Wright,  gentleman,  and  another  part 
of  the  fame  lordfhip,  to  Henry  Bradftiaw,  a  gen- 
tleman defervedly  well  efteemed.  And  here  paf- 
fing  over  the  Goit  to  Goit-hall^  a  manfion  of  the 
Davenports  of  Henbury,  formerly  mentioned,  wc 
take  view  next  of  Bredbury,  the  lands  now  of  tlie 
Ardernt;,  efquires. 

And  now  upon  that  water,  which  not  far  off 
meets  with  the  Merfey,  and  is  called  Tame,-  com- 
ing out  originally  from  Yorkfhire,  but  here  di- 
viding Chefhire  trdm  Lancafliire,  we  fee  firft  Port- 
wood-hall  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river ;  but  en- 
tering into  that  long  inlet  which  we  fpake  of, 
which  makes  the  ftretched  out  firft  feather  of  our 
eagle's  wing,  we  go  over  at  the  new  bridge  be- 
yond Stockport ;  and  not  far  from  thence  we  fee 
Harden,  a  fair  houfe,  and  great  demefne  of  the 
Arderns,  men  of  good  place,  and  long  continu- 
ance, now  Henry  Ardern's,  efquire ;  from  which, 
leaving  on  our  right  hand  that  great  mountain, 
called  Werneth  Low,  where  the  Davenports-  have 
goodly  pofleflions ;  and  at  the  foot  of  which,  to- 
wards the  Merfey,  lies  an  old  Dearn  and  Deavly 
chapel,  fo  people  call  defert  places  out  of  com- 
pany and  refort,  called  Chad-chapel,  where  feems 
to  have  been  fome  monkifh  cell,  we  come  by 
Duckenfield,  a  very  ancient  feat  of  efquires  of 
that  name,  and  now  the  feat. jf  Mr.  Duckenfield, 
a  young  gentleman,  for  his  fobriety  and  wifdom 
growing  into  much  reputation. 

Near  unto  which  is  alfo  Newton,  the  feat  of  a 
race  fo  called,  gentlemen  of  good  account ;  and 
beyond  it  Matley,  a  townfhip  belonging  to  the 
lordfhip  of  Stealy,   wherein  Sir  George  Booth, 

knight 
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knight  and  baronet,  hath  a  fine  old  mahor-^ 
houle,  called  Staley-hall ;  and  hereabouts,  both 
on  this  fide  the  water  Tame,  and  beyond,  arc 
goodly  lands,  and  great  poflefllons.  But  we  will 
bend  our  courfe  eattward,  coming  next  to  God* 
ley,  a  townfhip  where  Mr.  Maflie  of  Sale  hath 
lands,  and  beyond  it  Hatterfley,  another  tovmlhip 
of  Sir  George  Booth's,  reaching  down  to  the  Mer- 
fey  ;  by  the  fide  whereof  ftands  another  hall  of 
his,  called  Botham's  Hall,  which  hath  anciently 
had  a  park  in  it. 

Along  by  the  Merfey  water  lies  the  ftately 
lordftiip  of  Mottram,  in  Longdendale,  and  on  the 
top  of  the  hill  the  town,  and  the  goodly  fair  pa- 
rim-church,  to  which  all  thefe  aforefaid  towns, 
and  the  reft  yet  behind  in  this  traft,  do  belong ; 
and  near  the  church  an  ancient  parlbnage,  being 
an  impropriation  to  the  lord  bifhop  of  Chefter. 

The  chief  fignory  and  lordfliip  paramount  of 
the  whole  parifh  belonging  to  the  crown  ;  and  by 
grant  to  Sir  Richard  Wilbraham,  knight  and  ba- 
ronet, and  his  heirs-male  in  fee-farm  for  ever. 
Within  the  precindts  of  that  lies  an  inferior  lord- 
fhip,  and  therein  an  ancient  feat  and  dcfcent  of 
the  fame  name,  with  the  place  called  Holling- 
worth  of  HoUingworth ;  and  within  it  is  alfo  a 
branch  or  two  of  gentlemen  of  the  fame  name. 

Beyond  which  lies  Tincluil,  or  Tingetwiflel, 
which  I  have  heard  many  report  hath  in  old 
time  carried  the  name  of  a  borough,  and  hath 
alfo  held  a  leet  within  itl'elf  -,  but  it  contents  it- 
felf  now  to  be  a  principal  member  of  the  lordfliip 
of  MottraiTJ,  in  Longdendale. 

And  all  this  traft  yet  goeth  under  the  name  of 
Longden,  fetching  in  within  the  bounds  of  it  a 
great  circuit  of  the  moorifli  mountains  •-  at  the 
ftirthermoft  end  whereof,  wefterly,  ftands  Mic- 
klchurfl:)  a  member  of  Tinchtill  -,  and  further 
•    Vol.  I.  I  i  northerly. 
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northerly,  a  chapel  for  the  cafe  of  thofc  remote 
parilhioners  from  Mottram  church.  And  then 
the  Woodhead,  a  place  well  known  to  the  weary 
travellers,  that  come  over  thofe  piountauis  and 
craggy  ways  in  Yorkihire.  And  here  alfo  wo 
take  up  our  reft  for  this  journey  throuqgh  Mac^ 
\  t:lesfield  hundred. 

BucKLOw  Hundred. 

JUST  to  that  triangular  figure,  which  they 
call  Ifocbelis  Oxigomumj  think  I  fitteft  to  re- 
femble  the  ihape  of  Bucklow  hundred,  having  but 
two  equal  fides,  and  three  acute  angles  •,  the  firft 
of  which  points'  upon  Chelford,  on  the  edg^  of 
Macclesfield  hundred ;  the  lecond  upon  Strettbrd^ 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  N^rfey,  in  Lancaihire ; 
and  the  third,  which  is  the  iharpeft  angle,  points 
upon  that  water,  which  is  called  the  great  conflu- 
ence of  the  Weaver  and  Merfcy^  over  againft 
Frodfliam,  about  Wefton. 

And  not  amifs  may  it  feem  here  to  begin  our 
view  of  this  hundred  at  the  faid  Wefton  fo  called, 
no  doubt,  of  the  fituation,  having  relation  to 
three  other  towns  near  it,  Ibuth-eaft  and  north,  of 
the  like  nominations.  This  townihip  hath  long 
belonged  to  the  lords  of  Dutton.  And  fo  we 
next  behold  the  magnificent  fabrick  of  Rockfa- 
vage,  overlooking  the  waters  and  goodly  marihes 
round  about  the  Ikirts  of  it  •,  and  fo  contrived  in 
the  fituation,  that  from  the  lower  meadows  there 
is  a  fine  eafy  al'cent  up  to  the  front  of  the  houfe, 
which,  as  you  approach  nearer  ftill  to  it,  fills  your 
eye  with  more  delight,  as  it  is  the  nature  of  true 
beauty  -,  and  to  fee  now  the  late  additions  of  de- 
legable gardens,   orchard^,,    and  walk5»    would 
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make  one  fay,  it  longs  to  be  the  abode  of  fo  ho- 
nourable a  mafter  as  it  doth  fervice  to ;  but  his 
worth  is  like  to  have  employment,  where  Honour 
faerfelf  cannot  give  too  much  attendance. 

Yet  never  fince  the  foundation  of  it  was  it  more 
graced,  then  when  it  pleafed  our  gracious  fove- 
reign,  in  the  year  1617,  to  accept  the  princely 
entertainment,  which  there  for  liis  majefty,  and 
whole  train,  was  prepared  by  the  honourable  Sir 
Thomas  Savage*^  his  royal  majefty  taking  his 
repall  there,  and  killing  a  buck  in  Halton-park, 
atter  he  was  that  morning  come  from  Bewfey, 
where  his  highnefs  had  lain  at  the  right  worfhip- 
ful  Sir  Thomas  Ireland's,  now  vice-chamberlain 
of  Chcftcr,  whom  then  of  his  free  grace  he 
knighted. 

This  ftately  houfe  was  built  by  his  grandfather 
Sir  John  Savage,  of  whom  we  latelv  made  men- 
tion 5  whofc  manfion  before  was  Clifton,  a  feat 
of  great  antiquity,  and  of  iioble  refort,  the  re- 
mains whereof  ftand  yet  at  a  little  diftance  from  this 
in  the  park,  like  an  aged  matron,  well  contented 
to  go  to  her  grave,  having  feen  in  her  life-time 
her  daughter  advanced  to  fuch  a  height  of  ho- 
nourable dignity*. 

We  behold  from  hence,  upon  the  height  of 
that  high  hill  beyond  Rockfavage,  the  town  and 
caftle  of  Halton,  which  I  fuppofe  might  firft 
take  name  from  the  haut,  or  high  fituatio.i. 

The  caftle  is  ftill  a  goodly  piece  of  building, 
and  was  at  firft  fitted  to  be  both  the  dwelling  and 
fafe  hold  of  a  great  commander. 

The  firft  founder  hereof,  either  Hugh  Lipus 
(that  kinfman  of  William  the  Conqueror;,  who 
was  the  firft  earl  of  Chclier  of  the  Norman-line ; 
or  elfe  Nigellus,  or  Ncila,  to  whom  Lupus  gave 

*  Rock  SavAge  now  belongs  to  lord  Cholmondeley,  and  the 
honfe  is  at  pitfent  a  heap  of  ruins. 

I  i  2  this 
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thi^  among  other  great  git'ts,  when  he  made  him 
conllahle  ot  Chefter  by  tenure  and  icr\'ice.  By  his 
pollerity  this  callle  came  at'tcrwards  to  the  hcufc 
ot'  Lancafter,  and  remains  as  yet  a  principal 
member  of  that  great  duchy,  and  maintains  (till 
.1  large  iurifdidtion,  which  extends  tar  into  tlie 
count  r>* ;  ihey  call  it  Hal  ton-Fee,  or  The  Ho- 
r.-^;:?  oi'Hahon,  holding  a  court  of  record,  pri- 
V -,  ::-:J  many  privileges,  within  themlelves. 

V-r.c^-.vi  :h:s,  at  the  fide  of  the  water,  where 

:^.'*  ."£4  ;:  :>.c  mouth  of  the  Merfey,  ftands  Run- 

*:••,  v>;rer.owwe  fee  nothing  but  a  fair  pa- 

'"  .-.   jh,    a  parfonage  impropriate  belonging 

:,'  V  \-  .:  .hv.rch  in  Oxford,    a  vicarage,  and  a 

%      ,.;::•  v.:  rt rjen^ents ;  there  was  fometime  a  re- 

'  •  .  .  -  * ...  r  V  t  CTTci  r;.ccipi,  :ind  was  the  foun- 

*.!  V'  .x  :..;.:*,  :hi:  noble  Mercian  lady,  who 

*\^,   ^v^  ^■'ik-c-T,  c:^  fuch  wondrous  works. 

V-.    ,  v:    Vn"  :."*  Norton,  which  lies  ar  the 

*    V  •.  •    ':-.^  ::r-r.  .'.  which  is  now  a  goodly 

..  -^r  :.  .  ~::.:  r.o  .—arv'el,  for   here 

N.:i    above-mentioned, 

.    .  r .-.  •  ,    N ,  ::.  *,  ^.r.d  richly  endow- 

.  ,    .  '  .^  -•::•  :~.,.i  ur.worthy  owners 

.    ,  .  -  .    .     .-.  :   :    r^i^elTionsof  the 

-     .  vv  -  .\   ."  ~'..i't  2"icient  gentlc- 

;..>:.    >  -   Kiwhurd  Brook, 

,..;."   :".  r  rr.ur.y  worthy 

V  .     .  .   .   .:   :\     L'.e   r.riZ  owner, 

.   :    .rr:-,  'ois  Richard 

-^    •.  V  .^  ■  VI  :-■.■-  r -•::"<.  a  valiant 

V     .  \   .v.v     ,._-...    :-w*:"    :!;e   houfe 

^    •  V-   .      ..  u*:."*,  1".::":  gtr.tlemen, 

\  .  X     .  X  >     .  X         ..-.::.:  jc ur.e  lliall 

-     .  X    *s  ^  ,    ,   .   "    ;-;  :-:^  "C  r.o::ce  of 

V         .   ,•     .'.."....*.>  •  1.;   ;-..cci  The 

*•*    \*    .\cl;%r.  v-ri."^,  iv.T.e  of  the 

pretty 
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pretty  dairy  plats  that  belonged- to  the  abbot; 
we  take  with  us  Darelbury,  a  pretty*  parifti- 
church,  and  by  the  fide  of  it  a  fair  houfe  and  de- 
mefnc  of  a  long  continued  dcfcent  of  the  Daniels, 
and  now  Mr.  Daniel's-,  and  Prefton,  called  Pref- 
ton  on  the  Hill.  We  fo  pafs  by  Grimledge,  a 
very  ancient  feat  of  gentlemen  of  the  fame  name, 
and  now  poffeffed  by  John  Grimledge,  gentle- 
man *,  and  fo  we. come. to  Stretton,  a  chapel 
within  great  Budworth  parifh,  (landing  there  in 
ihe  ttreet,  or  road-way,  to  Warrington  •,  and  in 
that  town  the  hall  of  Stretton,  a  mofl:  ancient 
fcati  of  a  long  defccnded  line  of  the  Starkeys  of 
Stretton;  the  owner  thereof,  now  Mr.  Starkey,  a 
gentleman  very  aged,  that  by  a  healthful  conlli- 
tution  of  body  hath  outlived  near  all  his  own 
generation,  though  they  were  very  many. 

From  hence  let  us  bend  a  little  towards  our 
leader  Merfey,  that  we  may  fee  Grappen-hall,  a 
parifti-church,  and  fair  parfonage  -,  the  precinds 
whereof  reach  down  even  to  the  limits  of  the 
ftiire,  where  viewing  upon  the  left-hand  a  proper 
feat  of  the  Merburies,  called  Walton,  gentlemen 
of  great  antiquity,  fo  we  come  even  up  to  War- 
ringtoo-bridge-end  •,  with  which  fine  town,  mar- 
ket, jurifdiftion,  and  church,  my  fingers  itch  to 
be  meddling  a  little,  but  it  is  out  of  my  pre- 
cinfts. 

We  turn  therefore  with  the  Merfey  to  Thel- 
wall,  a  chapelry,  and  a  goodly  lordlhip,  having 
belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Norton  -,  which  place, 
as  many  others,  may  fticw  unto  men  the  varia- 
tions  and  mutabilities  of  all  earthly  ftruftures ; 
here  having  been,  as  by  the  hiftory  of  Florilegus 
hath  been  coUeded  from  ancient  records,  a  wal- 
led town  of  no  fmall  bignefs  and  account,  built 
by  king  Edward,  father  to  the  Confcflbr  -,  and 
which  notes  the  antiquity,  thofe  walls,  made  of 

trunks 
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trunks  of  trees,  pitched  in  the  ground,  and  other 
materials  faitened  therewith ;  which  Mr.  Camb- 
den  faith  may  appear  well  in  the  word  Dell  and 
Wall,  in  the  Saxon  language. 

Upwards  on  our  right-hand  we  fee  then  Bradc^ 
ley,  the  feat  of  the  Greggs,  gentlemen  well  rc- 
fpedted ;  and  next.  High  Leigh,  which  I  would 
think  gave  names  to  ^1  the  renowned  races  of 
that  name  in  this  county ;  but  perhaps  I  fhould 
be  plunged  in  the  evidences  for  it,  becaufe  fo 
many  houfes,  not  in  this  county  only,  but  in 
many  others,  carry  this  name.  But  this  is  plain; 
that  two  diftindt  defcents  of  the  fame  name  have 
their  feats  in  the  fame  place,  aad  there  have  con* 
tinued  in  a  long  fucceflion  of  their  anceftors, 
knights  and  efquires  of  much  worth  •,  which  two, 
as  they  are  one  in  name,  fo  have  their  houfes, 
their  chapels,  and  their  demefnes,  neighbouring 
one  to  another,  as  near  as  can  be,  whereof  one  is 
Thomas  Lcigh*s,  the  other  Peter  Leigh's,  efquires. 

Beyond  this  we  take  with  us  Willington,  which 
gives  name  alio  to  a  houfe  and  gentleman  of  a 
long  and  good  delcent  •,  and  Roftherne,  the  pa- 
rifh-church  (impropriate  and  belonging  to  Chrift. 
church  in  Oxford,  and  a  vicarage  there),  ftand- 
ing  over  a  fpacious  and  goodly  mere,  whofe  wafte 
waters  help  to  enlarge  the  Bollin  river ;  but  we 
ttay  to  look  more  wefterly  again  to  that  great 
lordfliip,  parilh,  and  precinft  of  Lymm,  which 
reacheih  down  again  to  the  Mcriey  fide.  In 
which  precinft  we  lee  the  houfes  of  Dumbville, 
ancient  efquires  of  that  place. 

And  here  we  will  go  over  at  Warburton,  from 
\vhcnce  that  great  name  of  worth  took  firft  be- 
ginning,  and  where  the  mofl  worthy  and  chief  of 
them,  Mr.  Warburton  of  Arley,  hath  now  the 
Iciie  of  an  ancient  houfe,  demcfne,  and  chapel  •, 
or  rather  parifh-church,  and  ftatcly  park. 

Whence 


O  F    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  247 

Whence  turning  our  face  a  little,  we  fee  the 
Kautiful  feat  of  Dunham,  whofe  hap  it  hath  been, 
s  in  her  firfl  raifing  to  be  the  feat  of  one  of  the 
arls  of  Chefter's  barons,  fo.ever  fince  hath  continue 
d  to  have  honourable  owners,  defceiiding  from  Sir 
iamon  of  Mafley,  the  laft  of  thofe  barons,  to 
he  Phittons  and  Venables,  and  fo  to  the  Booths^ 
lid  never  more  graced  than  in  the  now  pofTeiTory 
!ir  George  Booth,  knighc  and  baronet,  upon 
rhom,  and  his  moil  worthy  fon  William  Booth, 
fq.  the  world  hath  defervedly  fet  great  love  and 
ilcAions,  himfelf  bearing  a  chief  fway  in  tlie 
^reat  commmand  of  a  regiment  in  the  country, 
Jid  his  fon  already  giving  proof  of  that  wifdom 
jid  moderation  in  government,  which  have  adorn- 
d  his  anceftors  before  him. 

Next  to  this  is  the  well  known  pariHi  church 
thd  townfhip  of  Bowden  confpicuous  afar  ofi\ 
ituate  upon  a  hill,  and  ftanding  in  a  road  both  to 
^anchefter  and  Stockport. 

And  though  the  church  being  not  greatly  ac« 
lompanied  with  houfes  where  it  itands,  yet  at  the 
oot  of  the  hill  it  fliews  you  Altringham,  a  fpe- 
:ial  member  of  her  precinft,  a  fine  little  market, 
jid  a  town  of  no  meaner  government  than  a  may- 
>T  of  an  ancient  inflitution  as  its  principal  officer. 

Beyond  which  we  fee  towards  the  right  hand  a 
gentleman's  feat,  called  the  Riddings,  anciently 
)oflefled  by  the  Vawdries,  a  name  of  long  con* 
inuance,  and  on  the  left  hand  Partington,  where 
kave  been  feated  alfo  gentlemen  of  that  name ;  and 
iong  by  the  Merfey-fide  Carrington,  giving  name 
o  one  of  great  defcent,  and  yet  gentlemen  of 
50od  account  fo  called.  We  come  next  to  Alhton, 
ind  Sale,  the  ancient  lands  and  feat  of  the  Maf- 
ies  of  Sale,,  who  have  been  of  great  place,  tlic 
wncr  now  James  Maffie,  efq.     Here  we  are  at  the 

other 
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other  acute  point  of  this  hundred,  which,  we  faid, 
pointed  atStrctton,  in  Lancafhire. 

And  wc  therefore  turn  as  the  Merfey  doth,  which 
will  keep  us  company  till  we  are  almoft  at  North- 
enden  again,  where  we  bid  that  famous  river  fare- 
well. And  wc  look  fouthward  again  upon  Within- 
fliaw,  a  goodly  lordfhip  and  (lately  houle,  the 
maniion  of  the  Tattons,  men  of  great  worlhip 
and  dignity.  A  race  of  them,  for  a  dcfccnt  or  two, 
through  the  variable  inconftancy  of  all  mortal 
happinefs,  much  eclipfed ;  and  the  heir  of  that 
houfe,  though  a  gentleman  of  rare  fuflBciency  and 
parts,  anfwcrable  every  way  to  the  great  worth  of 
his  anceftors,  yet  by  troubles  and  incumbrances, 
whcrcunto  the  greateft  eftatcs  are  oft  fubje£t,  ob- 
fcured :  that  he  never  yet  fhined  in  his  own  fphere  j 
and  the  chiefeft  hope  now  of  raifing  the  houfe 
remains  in  the  grand-child  of  his  own  loins,  a 
cowardly  child  in  minority. 

Next  neighbour  unto  this  is  a  goodly  demefne 
and  ancient  ieat  of  the  Leighs  of  Baguley,  gen- 
tlemen of  great  worlhip  -,  the  owner  now  Richard 
Leigh,  efq.  from  which  we  come  immediately  to 
a  lordfhip,  and  therein  a  fair  ancient  feat  and  de- 
mefne called  I'imperley,  belonging  to  Mr.  Brere- 
ton,  of  Afhlcy,  to  which  we  need  but  ftcp  over 
the  Bollin  water  •,  though  hereabouts  I  think  they 
call  it  Ringey-brook,  by  reafon  of  fome  other 
ftream  falling  into  it  to  come  into  the  chief  demefne 
and  goodly  feat  of  the  faid  William  Brereton, 
of  Afliley,  efquire,  a  gentleman,  that  by  his 
worthy  parts  of  wifdom,  gravity,  and  all  due  cir- 
cumfpedtion,  adds  much  honour  to  his  name  and 
deferved  advancement  to  his  own  houfe  ;  and  near 
to  it,  upon  a  green  fide,  we  fee  a  very  fine,  late 
eredled,  gentleman-like  houfe  of  brick. 

Wc  come  thence  to  Mobberley,  where  the  chief 

parts 
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J)arts  of  that  famous  lordihip  have  belonged  to 
the  renowned  Talbots,  of  Grafton,  whp  are  now 
afcended  to  the  title  of  the  earldom  of  Shrewlbury, 
and  part  alfo  to  the  Leicefters,  of  the  houfe  of 
Toft ;  but  we  may  here  take  a  view  of  a  fair 
church,  and  a  goodly  parfonage,  where  our  wor- 
thy dean  of  Chefter  now  often  makes  his  rcfidence, 
the  patronage  whereof  by  purchafe  (I  take  it) 
will  come  to  his  heirs.  And  here  is  alfo  a  fine 
contrived  new  houfe  of  brick,  the  owner  whereof 
is  Mr.  Robert  Robinfon. 

So  our  next  view  lies  upon  Tatton,  fomctimc 
the  houfe,  demefne,  and  lordfhip  of  the  Breretons, 
of  Worfley,  of  ancient  defcent  in  Lancafhire,  now 
failing  through  want  of  heirs,  and  inverted  in  the 
right  honourable  the  earl  of  Bridgewater.  [Ndtv 
Samuel  Egerlon\  Efq,  ] 

We  here  come  to  the  principal  market  town  in 
this  hundred,  which  they  call  Knutsford,  the  name 
coming  from  Canutus,  upon  what  occafion  I  find 
not ;  indeed  a  fine  iilarket,  and  plcafantly  fituated. 
That  where  the  market  is  kept  is  called  Nether 
Knutsford ;  and  the  other  part  of  the  town  fitu- 
ated Higher,  which  is  feparated  by  a  brook  which 
they  call  the  Birkin,  called  tlie  Higher  Town  -,  and 
fomewhat  remote  from  thence  the  parochial  cha- 
pel, which  is  within  Roftherne  parifh.  And  the 
nether  town  having  alfo '  a  chapel  in  it  fdr  diving 
fervice,  and  a  town  houfe,  where  thejuftices  and 
magiftrates  of  the  country  keep  their  feffions,  and 
other  meetings  of  that  nature.  The  market  greatly 
frequented,  and  the  town  extraordinarily  well  trad- 
ed, which  I  have  been  induced  to  think  hath  rifen 
from  this,  that  it  is  on  every  fide  befct  and  en- 
vironed with  gentlemens  houfes,  who  by  fliortening 
their  own  journeys  to  other  markets,  have  encou- 
raged the  tradefmen  there  to  be  furniihed  with  all 
"  heedful  commodities.  The  Signory  hereof  be 
-     Vol.  I.  K  k  longctf 
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longeth  to  the  faid  right  honourable  earl  lall  above* 
mentioned. 

Near  unto  this  is  fituate  that  fair  feat  called 
Booths,  which  though  itmay  well  be  fuppofed  to 
have  given  originally*  the  name  to  another  line  of 
fi;reat  worfhip,  yet  hath  been  lon^  poiTefled  by  thofe 
Leighs,  called  Leigh  of  Booths,  whereof  have 
been  many  knights  and  efquires,  and  the  owner 
thereof  now  William  Leigh,  cfq. 

Northwcft  from  hence  we  will  not  leave  unvicw- 
ed  the  town,  ancient  hall,  and  demefhe  of  Mere,  {6 
called  of  the  great  Mere  within  the  fame,  and  the 
gentlemen  there  moft  anciently  continuing  of  the 
mie  name,  now  poflelled  by  John  Mere,  of  Mere, 
efq.  a  gentleman  well  efteemed:  Near  which 
is  a  place  they  call  Bucklow,  or  Bucklow-hiU ; 
but  now  the  hundred  comes  to  bear  the  name  of 
that  place,  I  have  not  found  the  reafon:  And 
coming  fxx)m  thence  bv  the  two  Tableys,  whereof 
one  oithem  hath  the  feat,  demefne,  and  tenements 
of  Peter  Daniel,  efq.  a  man  defervedly,  for  his 
good  parts,  of  great  employment  in  his  country, 
both  in  government  and  office  -,  and  the  other  Peter 
Leicefter,  of  Tabley,  efq.  Betwixt  which  two 
fair  houfes  and  demefnes,  ftands  a  chapel  in  the 
ftreet,  well  known  in  that  great  road  that  leads  in- 
to Lancalhire  and  Yorklhire. 

We  mull  here  fetch  a  turn  a  pretty  way  again 
ibuthward,  to  take  a  view  of  Marthal,  a  large 
and  fair  precinft  (the  moft  of  it  belongs  to  Arley 
and  Ollerton,  and  then  we  come  again  to  the  wa- 
ter of  Peover-eye,  which  brings  us  to  the  two 
great  fignories  which  it  hath  given  names  unto, 
of  the  Over  and  Nether  Peover,Over-Peover  being 
a  parochial  chapel,  within  the  parifh  of  Roftherne, 
hath  near  unto  it  that  ftately  houfc  and  great  de* 
mefne,  which  hatli  been  the  continued  leat  of  that 
great  name  of  the  Mainwarlngs,  Irom  whence  there 

are 
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are  none  of  the  great  races  of  that  name  (though 
they  be  many)  but  do  defire  to  derive  their  origi- 
nal. And  well  may  they  do  fo  •,  for,  faith  Mr, 
Cambden,  here  that  ancient,  notable  family  of 
Menilwarin,  commonly  called  Mainwaring,  is  feat- 
cd ;  out  of  which  Ranulf  married  the  daughter  of 
Hugh  Kevelyock,  earl  of  Chefter  •,  as  appeareth 
by  an  old  charter  in  the  cuftody  of  the  now  Sir 
Randal  Mainwaring,  knight,  the  owner  of  the 
fame  houfe  •,  and,  indeed,  I  have  myfelf  feen  that 
deed,  as  both  it,  and  other  the  like  deeds  are  ex- 
emplified in  the  goodliefl  pedigree,  one  of  them 
that  I  have  feen,  and  fhewed  me  by  Sir  Randal^ 
that  was  father  to  this  Sir  Randal,  who  is  now,  a$ 
I  faid,  owner  of  this  houfe,  a  knight  for  his  com- 
mendable parts  befeeming  fuch  a  defcent. 

From  thence  we  go  weftward  again,  and  take 
with  us  the  view  of  Toft,  a  fair  houfe  and  demefne, 
a  feat  of  another  houfe  of  the  Leicefters,  whereof 
hath  been  a  long  race  of  knights  and  efquires,  the 
now  inheritor  Ralph  Leicefter,  efq.  And  not  far 
from  this,  Plumley,  a  fair  lordfhip,  anciently 
belonging  to  the  great  and  worlhipful  houfe  of 
Holford :  And  fo  ftepping  over  the  ftreet-road 
again,  we  go  by  Pickmere,  where  Hugh  Cocker, 
■  gent,  hath  a  houfe ;  and  fo  we  are  come  to  the 
fight  of  that  beautiful  houfe  of  Arley,  that  doth, 
as  it  well  may,  Ihew  itfelf  to  beholders  afar  off,  as 
a  place  worthy  to  be  regarded.  And  the  famous 
feat  of  the  Warburtons,  which  being  come  by  fuc- 
ccflion  of  many  renowned  knights  of  great  worth 
and  eftimation,  to  the  now  owner  Peter  Warbur- 
ton,  of  Arley,  efq.  a  gentleman  not  afFefting  the 
ftile  and  degree  of  a  knight,  yet  one  who  could 
never  avoid  that  dignity,  authority,  and  worth, 
whichever  have  been  defervedly  thrown  upon  him 
for  wildom  and  government,  in  his  greateft  places 
wherein  his  experience  brought  him  to  great  ma- 
Kk  a  turitfs 
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turity,  and  his  wife  and  Angular  moderation  prc- 
fcrved  him  to  a  long  experience,  continuing  in  an 
excellent  conftitution  of  bociy,  even  to  a  rcverencj 
age,  as  though  nature  herfelf  was  loth  the  world 
ihould  be  deprived  of  fuch  an  ornament,  the  pco- 

f)lc  of  his  government,  the  country  of  his  hofpita- 
ity,  the  poor  of  his  relief,  and  that  famous  houfe 
of  fuch  a  pillar,  becaufe  though  there  be  fuch  a 
pkntiful  increafe  of  his  own  beautiful  daughters, 
and  of  the  numerous  iffues  of  many  of  them  j 
yet  'there  wants  an  heir-male  of  his  body,  which 
how  he  will  fupply,  refts  in  his  own  wifdom  to  ap- 
point,  and  is  a  matter  that  becomes  me  not  to  med- 
die  in  i  the  name  of  Warburton,  though  in  itfdf 
smcient,  as  taking  beginning  from  the  town  what-    — 
of  he  is  ftill  lord  ;  and  that  from  St.  Wcrburgh,     -* 
as  Mr.  Cambden  deriveth  it,  yet  originally  came  to  ^« 
this  houfe   from  the  houfe  of  Button,  who  alfo-^o 
vouched,  that  their  name  is Iludard. 

But  from  this  principal  part  of  the  great  parifli-^cn 
of  Great  Budworth,  taking  with  us,  by  the  way,  a  -^^a 
view  of  Marfton,  a  townlhip,  with  the  fcite  of  a-^Ei^ 

capital  houfe  and  demefne  of  the  baron  of  Kinder- '- 

ton,  let  us  come  to  theftately  church  of  Budworth,  ,^r  ^^ 
loftily  advancing  herfelf  as  it  were  to  fee  how  far-^L-*"^ 

her  own  limits  do  extend,  we  find  it  a  fair  and  beau -*" 

tiful  church.     And  in  the  famej^befidcs  a  fair  cha-^ ^' 

pel  built  by  the  anccftors  of  the  houfe  of  Dutton,  .^p  ^» 
and  Leiceilers  of  Tablcy  •,  and  fcrves  efpecially  for^^^  •'' 
their  fepultures  there  to  be.  In  the  chancel  there  ^--^ 
is  an  ancient  monument  of  fome  of  the  worihipful  ^  ^ 

houfe  of  Starkies,  of  Stretton,  that  have  been  bu- 

ried  there.      The  parfonage    is  impropriated  in  ^^ 
the  difpofing  of  the  dean  and  prebends  of  Chrift-   — 
church,  in  Oxford^  as  is  alfo  the  vicarage  of  the      ^- 
fame  j  the  prefent  vicar  whereof  is  Mr.  John  Ley, 
lateftudent  of  the  faid  college.     Faffing  thence  by 
Bromflowe,  the  houfe  of  my  good  friend  Mr.  Wil- 
liam 
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liam  Malbonc,  we  go  through  the  townlhip  of 
Comberbachj  all  along  the  fide  of  the  huge  mere, 
that  at  Marbury  giveth  name  to  that  feat. 

But  I  lead  you  hence  by  the  chapel  of  Powfey, 
within  Great  Budworth  parifh,  fituatc  witiiin  the 
dcmcfne,  and  appertaining  to  Mr.  Button  •,  and  by 
Newborough,  the   feat  of  my  worthy  and  noble 
good  friend  George  Holford,  efq.  the  heir-male  to 
that  great  name  ot  Holfords,  of  Holford,  betwixt 
whom,  and  his  niece,  the  lady  Mary  Cholmondeley, 
a  long  fuit  of  almoft  fifty  years  continuance,  con- 
cerning the  inheritance  of  thole  great  lands  of 
Holford,  was  this  year  finally  and  happily  compo- 
fed  and  ended,  to  the  great  joy  and  contentment  of 
themfelves,  and  of  the  whole  country;    and  fo 
through  a  certain  park  belonging  alio  to  Dutton ; 
from  whence  we  come  next  to  Afton   Grange,  a 
town/hip  of  Sir  Richard  Brook's,  of  Halton,  knight, 
of  whom  we  have  fpokert  •,  and  fo  keep   us  near 
Weaver  fide,  till  we  come  to  Afton,  the  feat  of  a 
worihipful   race  of  Aftons,  of  whom  have  been 
many  knights  and  efquires  of  great  place.     The 
heir,  now  Thomas  Afton,  efq.  as  I  take  it,  yet  un- 
der age,  who  hath  to  his  faid  houfe  a  fair  park,  and 
a  chapel  near  the  houfe  of  great  ufe,  being  with- 
-  ia  the  parifli  of  Runcorn  •,  and  next  adjoining  to 
it  is  Sutton,  a  fine  lordftiip,  and  in  it  an  ancient 
manor  houfe  and  demefne,  the  inheritance  of  Mr. 
Warburton  of  Arley,  of  whom  we  lately  made 
mention.     And  thus  we  here  lightbg  upon  a  caufe- 
way  that  conveys  us  through  the  fine  marihes  that 
lie  along  the  Weaver's  fide,  till  it  brings  us  to  a 
very  ftately  ftone  bridge,  called  Frodfliam  bridge, 
built  upon  four  fair  arches  all  of  ftone,  we  here 
finiih  this  our  view  of  Bucklow  hundred,  and  over 
this  bridge  pafs  into  another. 
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Edsburt  Hundred. 

TiE  hundred  of  Edlbury  may  well  prove  the 
antiquity  of  itfelf,  and  of  other  hundreds  ^  for 
that  whenfoever  they  had  their  divifion;  this  got 
its  name  from  the  place,  which  then  was  of  bo  final! 
account,  and  that  was  the  city,  town,  fort,  or  what- 
foever  other  great  foundation,  which  had  been  built 
by  that  noble  Elfleda,  the  Mercian  lady,  for  vari- 
ous conjeftures  are  made  by  writers  hereof,  and  thai 
place  was  called  Edfbury,  giving  name  to  this  hun- 
dred, the  form  and  fafliion  whereof,  by  reafon  that 
rivers  and  brooks  bound  it  almoft  round  about,  is 
fomething  irregular,  though  it  comes  neareft  to  a . 
pentagon  of  any  other  figure,  faving  that  one  of  the 
five  fides  is  unequal  to  all  the  other  four,  and  that^^t 

is  it  which  is  extended  from  about  Thornton,  to- 

wards  Wirral  hundred  to  Ridley,  touching  near*"^r 

Cholmondeley,  in  Broxton  hundred,  which  isalong -;- 

er  fide  than  all  the  reft. 

Our  view  fhall  begin  where  we  come  over  Frodfr  — ^3^' 
ham  bridge,  from  whence  lies  a  lower  way  toFrodl-  —  ^" 
ham  town,  and  an  upper  way  to  the  parilli  church;  .^  a 
the  town  a  fair  continued  ftreet,  with  handfonne  -ti--^  ^ 
buildings,  and  at  the  weft  end  of  it  a  fair  houfc,  ^^^ 
which  having  been  acaftle,  continues  ftijl  the  namc^^* 
of  Frodfliam  Caftle,  though  long  fince  ufed  for  a-^^ 
relying  feat  ofpleafure  to  the  honourable  owncr^^^ 
thereof^  Sir  Thomas  Savage,  and  ftands  within  -^^ 
view  of  Rockfavage  itfelf. 

The  church   is  fair  and  pleafantly  fituated  oa  ^^ 
the  hill  over  the  town,  and  extends  the  bounds  c£     "^ 
the  parilh  to  a  large  precinft:  Thofe  buildings  a- 
bout  the  church  carry  the  name  of  Overtown,.in 
^  relation 
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lation  to  another  village  beneath  called  Nether- 
wn,  together  with  the  wood-houfes,  a  member  of 
And  over  them  all,  a  high,  towering  hill,  with 
3eacon  upon  it;  and  between  all  thefe  andMer- 
r^  which  here  is  grown  to  be  a  petty  fea,  lies  a 
ir  and  fruitful  marih  of  a  large  extent  •,  and  all 
is  and  much  more  make  but  that  one  lordlhip 
longing  to  that  honourable  man  laft  named ;  and 
xt  unto  it  another  almoft  of  the  fame  nature  and 
ndition,  both  high  and  low,  called  Hellefbej, 
:11  known  by  that  craggy  high  rock  Hellbytorr, 
the  foot  whereof  is  a  high  road  way  to  Chefter. 
Let  us  here,  if  you  plcafe,  take  with  us  a  fight 
'  a  goodly  vale  of  the  fertile  and  fruitful  marfhes, 
was,  and  fields,  lying  toward  Merfey  fide,  and 
lerein  this  hundred  (hoots  out  one  of  her  nooks 
to  the  pariih  of  Ince,  a  goodly  lordfhip  of  Sir 
^bert  Cholmondelcy's,  formerly  fpoken  of:  And 
Thornton,  another  of  Sir  George  Booth's,  with 
»th  their  churches  and  their  precinfts  pleafantly 
uated,  and  friendly  neighbourmg  one  another; 
icreof  Thornton  extending  her  limits  to  the  towns 
lich  you  lee  on  this  fide  Hapsford,  where  Edward 
reg,  a  gentleman  for  fpecial  employments  in  his 
ghnefs's  Court  of  Exchequer  at  Chefter,  being 
aminer  there,  hath  a  fair  leat,  and  Dunham,  for 
e  high  fituation  called  fuper  montem^  where  alfo 
:>bert  Whitby,  gentleman,  and  alderman  of  the 
y  of  Chefter,  hath  a  very  pleafant  houfe  feenafar 
r :  And  unto  this  add,  that  third  of  Elton,  where 
ch  been  a  long  defcent  of  gentlemen  who  derive 
iXo  them  from  the  late  rehearfcd  great  lordfhip 
e  name  of  Frodftiam. 

$ut  let  us  now  go  on,  and  being  come  to  the 
fcter,  that  from  the  original  beginningof  it  we  have 
rmerly  called  the  Becfton  water,  and  which 
U  now  lead  us  bjr  the  bounds  of  this  hundred, 
1  we  come  to  the  furtheft  fouthern  point  of  that, 

our 
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our  courfe  fhall  be  as  it  direAs  us.     Wc  may  Ice  oft 
our  left  hand  a  fair  lord  (hip  called  Manley,  where- 
in is  an  ancient  feat  and  a  fair  houfe  belonging  to 
the  Birkcnheads,  of  Manley,  whofe  owner  was  in 
our  remembr^ce  Richard  Birkenhead,  efquire,  a 
learned  counfellor  at  law,  and  recorder  of  the  city 
of  Chefter,  his  cldeft  fon  Adam  Birkenhead, efquire. 
And  now  we  take  with  us  the  view  of  Mouldf- 
worth,  which  they  diftinguiih  intotwo,  the  Great  and 
Little.  And  lierein  the  goodly  ancient  houfe  called 
the  Pool,  or  the  Pile,  and  fair  demefnes,  the  habi-       1 1 
tation  of  theHardwares,  a  race  of  worthy  gentlemen, 
the  heir  whereof,  Henry  Hardware,  efquire,  is  now 
in  minority,  but  the  inheritance  of  the  houfe  bc- 
longeth  to  Sir  Robert  Cholmondeley,  and  fo  wc 
leave  Afliton,   a  fine  townfhip,  behind  us ;  anck 
turning  us  a  little  to  look  upon  Bridge  TrafFord,  fe^ 
called  of  the  Bridge  which  giveth  paflage  over  tha^^ 
water,  and  in  which  a  long  continued  race  of  gei^^' 
tlemcn  of  that  name,  have  a  feemly  feat,  the  own^^^ 
now  being  Mr.  Traffbrd,  we  fee  Barrow,  a  firc^ — ^^ 
lordfhip,  belonging  ahb  to  Rockfavage,  and  ther^^^' 
in  the  manfion  houlc  of  John  Savage,  efquire,  oi — :*^ 
of  our  city  aldermen,  and  a  magiftrate  in  the  gcr^  o- 
vernment,  in  the  country  a  man  in  eftimation  an»-  -O' 
fwerable  to  his  worthy  name. 

We  pafs  on  to  Kelfliall,  fituated  very  high  in  thX-  -he 
Ikirt  of  the  Foreft,  and  is  a  lordfhip  of  Sir  Jolr'^^" 
Doners,  knight :  Beneath  which,  taking  with  u^  ^^ 
an  ancient  houfe  of  the  Trevors,  called  Hortos.  ^"« 
we  come  to  the  town  and  parifh  church  of  Tarvi^  -^^^^ 
in  which  town,  befides  the  fair  church  and  vicarag^^^^i 
which  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Coventi*'^^^ 
and  Litchfield,  we  fee  a  very  ancient  feat  no''^^^ 
ruined,  of  a  branch  of  the  Bruines,  gentlemen  (^  ^ 
long  continuance.  But  this  houfe  and  demefiie  '^^' 
come  to  the  heir  of  a  late  famous  lawyer,  Williar-^^"- 
Brock,  a  younger  houfe  of  the  Brocks  of  JJptorr'^^j 
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and  a  little  way  diftant  from  the  town,  a  large 
fweet  farm  belonging  to  Rockfavage,  called  Holm- 
ftreet,  which  was  a  long  time  a  breeding  place  of 
the  Whalleys,  gentlemen  of  good  account.  The 
lordfhip  itlelf  of  Tarvirt,  with  niany  members 
thereof,  all  belonging  to  the  fame  honourable  Sir 
Thomas  Savage,  of  whom  we  often  make  honoura- 
ble mention. 

Not  half  a  mile  diftant  from  the  fame  church,  we 
may  fee  a  finely  feated  comely  houfe  called  Hocken- 
hali,  and  giving  name  to  gentlemen  that  have  pof- 
fefled  the  fame  in  fucceflion  for  a  long  continuance, 
carrying  the  fame  name,  though  for  the  prefent  the 
owner  of  it,  John  Hockenhall,  efquire,  hath  paflcd 
fomc  term  in  it,  and  lives  not  at  itj  at  the  one  fide 
of  which  demefne  lies  Hockenhall-Plot,  a  place  well 
known,  being  the  paflage  over  our  faid  water  in  our 
greatLondon  road-way  toChefter,  wanting  nothing 
but  a  bridge  for  carts  to  pafs  that  way  when  that 
river  rifeth,  which  were  a  very  neceflary  and  chari- 
table work  to  be  done.  Which  river  now  leads  us 
by  another  fair  and  fruitful  demefne,  in  the  midft 
of  a  fine  lordfliip,  taking  name  from  a  paffageover 
the  fame  water,  called  Stapleford,  having  been,  for 
an  ancient  continuance,  the  feat  of  gentlemen  of 
great  efteem  in  one  well  known  name  of  the  Bruines, 
the  owner  now,  and  long  hath  been,  and  long  I 
would  he  might  be,  John  Bruine,  efquire;  who 
might,  if  he  affefted  praife,  perhaps  receive  from 
mc  fome  little  remembrance ;  but  all  he  gets,  it 
fhall  be  this,  to  pray  him  to  look  for  his  praife  a- 
mongft  thofe  his  predeceflbrs,  of  whom  he  may 
take  notice  in  Deuteronomy  the  1 6,  17,  18,  and  19. 

And  now  we  turn  our  face  a  little  eaftward,  to 
take  with  us  Burton,  wherein  there  is  a  fair  and  fine 
conceitedly  built  houfe  of  brfck,  which  belongeth 
to  Mr.  John  Werden,  a  gentleman  well  defcend- 
cd,  and  one  Vfhok  well  known  defervings  are  like 

Vol.  I.  LI  to 
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1  J r^^  -::=i:  i  r.r.:  -.  -:.^  ;.m  :d  his  other 

-:-.rrrfI>-i-  •-::  :  iiii  -i=:  1  ..-i.r,  wherein 
cj^  -— ^-.^  r  rr  -I':::A»r:;uiu.i:  :*i:  ri^miyfcat, 
jiu.  iu"  l^n::  Zen::-  i.it:  ir  Z!ti  iir;':^rii-rits  of 
TJr  Z  r.^  iT  F*.:r"xr:iu  aii:indr.  Lni  n:ore  to- 
wr^j,  ::r  5  .-^T.  ;.  ".ir  luiuii  arc  zt'r:)t{nc  of  a 
:--:  ^  ...-  2 -:..:w.%?£:  -  r^Tci-.inci.  calkii  Pricc- 
=Lil  ^-  :  lit:;:  -.r-nrr  ai:  riw^riT  c:  Clotton, 
ziu  .  :.:  -  :.:'.uc  -.:*!  "-.r  .c::ne\Te  i»:  r*:rrJhaw,  the 
nacu..  .-luti:!:  :i  f.:i:  H  ^tz  ctt.  *:':;ulrci  and 
TEST  .nr:  r  Icn  huiwrrrf,  i  nir^T^tr  c^f  the  fame 


rr¥i:-:^z:_  — »:-  Iiit;.  vi^cz  i:»  hiih  parted 
ircir  ::rT  -::^  ir^riir^  v  :^ ..:  vi;  rxr^  iJius  far  fol- 
ji^^e:.  jni:  -:^  irr^r  ¥  t.iii.  »i  iroiTfi  over  at 
Hirtr^.  .z  1  i^:a  : .  -c-*c  if»t  cnzc  u  Tcnton, 
rr  Ttum«:-  i  .jr^zjr:  z.'  _c--  j=r^  ruay  parts, 
ice  vjc  grur^"  j in*  -i  rrcr*.  roicc  to  the  Da- 

-srzpi-^t  :f  £jxr:/Li rcf.-^-nert^Mtfd,  and  one 

r.-Jiie  1^:.  :sL.-tJ-s  :€  .z^  3rJc:r.z  cf  th-  Bn;i£es, 

>. "  -^  r  : :.-  -•: :  r.zrt  z  - :  .U>  ::  kcl-;  -pon  the 

r.z'jL'  '-:.:--.  .-:..; ::.- 1  i^-e K.—^rr  ::Bcc:*:cr.,  tht 
"-i-"r-:  :::.-.  :z  zs.t  jmdt^  zr.t  :: -7^-:r,  ir.c  that  tin 
rr. :  - :  ir. :  '^s-irtz.  caitli,  r ^  1:  :he:r  c y  :he  loil  Ra- 
r. -.^.--,  :---r  :i.T.;-i  cirl  c:  C^icr,  jj:d  without 
c-trr!  „."  ::  's  i:  i  pLire.  wrjcr.  :'wch  fircr.g  holds  were 
:r.  re  -  -t :*:,  c:  2J-T.!m  le  ar.c  I.T.p.-egr.uk  ilrength ; 
i:  i:  rrx^s-.z^l  .  rcr.  :>.c  ::p  c5 1  very  ileep  hill  of 
i'r.r.tj  :ht  ch:e:  :c".ver  whcrco:",  :r.  the  very  fummit 
cr  ;:,  had  a  drav,-v.ell  of  an  ir.credibie  depth  to 
/'--rvc ::  w::h  wartr.  I  have  rnt:-!i:rcd  ;:,  and  not- 
v/irhilanding  thar  by  the  great  number  of  ftones, 
which,  fron;  the  ruinated  walls,  thofc  that  repair 
thither  do  c^ft  in,  it  i^  fuppofed,  as  the  well  in  th« 
outward,  to  be  half  (topped  up,  yet  it  is,  of  tru« 
ineafurc,  91  yards  deep,  and  the  other  above  So 
yards  deep  by  M.  S.  and  from  that  tower  a  circu- 

4aF 
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lar  wall  of  a  large  compafs,  containing  a  fine  plot 
L)f  ground  within  the  circuit  of  it,  and  in  the 
midft  of  that  another  well,  which  by  the  long 
Jcfcent  of  a  ftone,  before  it  falls  down  to  the  wa- 
:er  when  yow  hear  the  fall  of  it,  muft  be  of  a  huge 
depth;  and  the  foot  of  that  whole  wall  (lands  io 
deep  on  every  fide,  that,  favlfljgone  way  up  to  the 
zatcs  of  the  Caftle  towaids  the  eaft,  and  thofe  very 
^rand  (lately,  men  can  hardly  find  footing  to  ftand 
Ml  any  part  of  the  faid  hill.  Concerning  which, 
iiough  1  have  no  reafon  to  fix  my  belief  upon  any, 
either  idle  prophecies,  as  they  call  them,  or  vain 
prediAions  of  vulgar  report ;  yet  neither  will  I  be 
b  Icrupulous,  as  not  to  make  mention  of  the  com- 
non  word  thereabouts  ufed,  that  Beefton  Caftle 
hall  fave  all  England  on  a  day  •,  nor  fo  envious,  a6 
iot  to  take  notice  of  Old  Leland's  bold  conjeAure 
)f  the  future  exalting  of  the  head  of  it  in  time  to 
:omc,  whereof  I  only  fay  this,  that  I  wifli  every 
nan  to  look  upon  what  grounds  he  gives  credit  to 
my  old  dreams  :  To  the  place  I  wi(h  all  good,  and 
o  the  name  of  Beefton  I  could  alfo  wi(h  a  continu- 
incc  while  the  Caftle  ftinds.  being  now  poSttkd 
>y  an  ancient  knight.  Sir  riwi^  Beefton,  of  much 
dpe£t ;  but  now,  through  want  of  i(rue-male,  like 
o  pafs  into  another  name,  the  heir  being  now 
narried  to  one  of  the  younger  fons  of  the  honour- 
Uc  and  often-mentioned  knight  and  baronet  Sir 
Thomas  Savage. 

Being  almoft  at  the  head  of  this  water,  our 
uide  hitherto,  we  will  take  with  us  the  uttermoft 
00k  of  this  hundred,  lying  foutherly  upon  our 
ight  hand,  and  then  return  :  We  come  next  to 
purftow,  a  lord(hip,  with  the  fair  houfe,  demefne, 
rid  the  ancient  continued  race  of  gentlemen,  in  a 
ire6t  line  of  the  fame  name,  the  owner  •now 
reorge  Spurftow,  of  Spurftow,  efquire,  for  the 
titiquity  of  whofe  anceftors,  I  could  mention  i 
L  1  2  '  ibisA^ 
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0fm  hooks  ^mA  tM,  and  i^Amt 
flMes V  w«lfi>  fimn  dMir  bciwtJiefifftilut: 
the  00100  cf  UfehilKriff  i*  dib^^copn^ 
^rluch  I  hsv^Tten  ttftifiodw  «  dtnLoC 
«mongtlie00idrtM»of itetihoi^  Imic 
ttf  dutf  MAnqhtklnD  buiA  lafe  to- 4^ jfl 
ibr  die  eftwMKioii  et  ih-Aftafet  y^rair  Mm 
•Hitiice  CD  fine  tkit.  hvttkmmt  m  tkw-A 
IMkee  ne  men  fpering  with  dwt  0fe«M«>Mi 
Aldcrfeyv  gmtkouHii  tenMd  elfe  et  SpiwflMbtM 
»  Bee  ancient  >>dfiuHrdcme(bc^eadtfehiri<^ 
ef  due  anoft  werdiy  to  be  hommfci  Ahlmft  9f 
laomdooi  ii(lienDrtheBeriftftMd«boi^ 
itemkert  vicfa  praim  to  God,  far  the  fPMiJMiff i 
endoMiAer^  great  Jspewd  ihrfet!  a»  elfe^^fee 
iUMoLflMttBt^a-amLUiaici^aogtdW^^ 
^  l^of  m  pmlndsudM>pOQr£»f «t|rw^^ 
on  die  enft  fide  of  Spuifttypr  fid  Hih[hlpn»><wd 
d^rein  an  ancient  race  and  feat  of  the  Haptens, 
gendemen  of  good  efteem,  and  another  of  the 
Buckleys ;  and  on  the  weft  fide,  a  ftately  houfe 
and  great  demeihe  of  Ridley,  the  poifeffion  ci  that 
honourable  deicent  of  the  Eg^rtons,  fomcttme  a 
^reat  man  of  this  houfe,  and  now  the  principal 
kat  of  that  worthy  knight  Sir  Richard  Egierton, 
formerly  mentioned,  and  of  whom  for  worthy  re- 
IpeCcs  1  could  oft  ftiU  willingly  make  mentkm. 
Here  lay  that  famous  pool,  a  ibddilow  but  a  bn»d 
water,  heretofore  a  great  nurfe  for  fifli  and  fowl :  But 
of  late  years,  and  in  our  remembrance,  drained  dry, 
and  made  more  profitable  in  a  goodly  meadow  for 
hay  ^  and  true  it  is,  that  through  this  pool,  tho'  |iot 
b^inning  here  as  fome  writers  fuppofe,  the  head 
of  the  water  of  the  Weaver  is  fetched,  which  after- 
wards low  grows  to  ib.great  a  name;  and  upon  the 
northweft  fide  of  Ridlegr  lies  the  lonUhip  of  Peck- 
firion^foinedme  bdkwgingtothegneat  name  of  the 
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Corbetts,  in  Shropfliire,  but  now  Sir  Hugh  Beefton. 
And  herein  is  a  fine  ancient  feat  a(  one  branch  of 
the  Calveleys,  and  now  pofTeiTed  by  my  much 
reibefted  friend  Mr.  Thomas  Calveley,  to  whom  I 
wim  as  great  good  as  a  friend  can  to  a  friend. 

Now  we  fee  the  mother  chujxh  of  all  thcfc 
townfhips,  and  many  more,  the  churches  of  Bun- 
bury,  the  name,  derived  from  that  bifliop  that  was 
iainted  by  the  name  of  Boniface  ^but  which  of 
.them  I  take  not  upon  me  to  relate),  ihews,  that 
the  church  which  was  dedicated  to  that  name,  and 
ftill  gives  name  to  the  townihip  and  whole  pariih, 
is  of  great  antiquity,  the  church  a  fair  one,  and 
unto  it  not  many  years  ago  was  added  to  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  a  very  fine  chapel,  by 
one  of  the  Egertons,  knights  of  Ridky,  which 
ferves  for  a  burial-place  to  the  heir  of  that  houfe  : 
And  hath  fome  monuments,  with  infcriptions  in 
tables  of  brafs,  of  fome  of  that  family ;  in  which 
church,  in  the  middle  of  the  chancel,  is  the  vault 
where  the  Calveleys  arc  ufually  buried,  under  a 
fair  monument,  adorned  with  theif  arms. 

Not  far  from  the  church,  we  fee  the  ruins  of  a 
college,  which  was  there  founded  by  that  famous 
Hugh  Calverley,  or  Calvely,  and  moft  finely 
built  and  furnifhed  for  the  maintenance  of  fix 
priefts,  who  had  there  their  beginning,  and  fuch 
employments  as  the  devotion  of  thofc  times  requir- 
ed, which  afterwards  was  among  other  fuch  like 
foundations  diflblved,  and  turned  to  better  ufes. 
And  the  re6bory  of  the  parifti  being  in  the  hands  of 
queen  Elizabeth  of  noble  memory,  the  fame  was 
purchafed  by  that  worthy  citizen  of  London,  Tho- 
mas Alderfcjr,  merchant-taiior,  and  a  parifliioner, 
born  here  or  thofe  Alderfeys  of  Spurftow  a  little 
before-mentioned ;  and  the  fame  by  him  beftowed, 
part  amongft  his  kinsfolk  and  iriends,  but  the 
grcatcft  part  founded  a  preacher's  place  of  one 
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hundred  marks  per  annum,  to  which  he  alfo  added 
a  fine  houfe,  which  he  built  for  that  purpole,  with 
a  pretty  parcel  of  land  unto  it,  and  twenty  li. 
per  annum,  for  an  affiftant  to  the  preacher,  and 
to  be  a  curate  there ;  and  likewife  built  a  new 
fair  free-fchool,  and  laid  unto  it  two  conyenient 
dwellings,  one  for  a  fchool-mafter,  with  twenty 
pounds  per  annum  ftipend,  and  one  for  an  ulher, 
with  ten  pounds  per  annum  for  ever.  Ten  pounds 
per  annum  to  the  poor  there,  befides  other  chari- 
table gifts  to  that  parifh :  All  which  he  faw  ac- 
tually effected  and  performed  many  years  in  his 
life,  and  fully  eftablifhed  by  aft  of  parliament 
before  his  death :  And  I  may  add,  that  his  godly 
intendments  have  been  by  the  feveral  perfbns  enjoy- 
ing thofe  places  fince  he  founded  them  with  fucb  in- 
ceflant  pains,  laborious  diligence,  and  great  learning, 
endeavoured  to  be  fully  efFefted,as  I  think  thefnaky 
tongue  of  the  fury  Envy  herfelf  cannot  but  fpit  forth 
the  truth  of  it  -,  and  I  know  there  be  fome  that  ^sHid 
fhall  blefsGodall  the  days  of  their  life,  that  everthey 
faw  and  heard  the  power  of  the  miniftry  of  God's 
truth  in  that  place;  and  if  any  do  complain  of  the 
fmal!  crop  of  that  great  harveft,  and  indefatigable 
pains  there  taken,  let  them  impute  it  to  the  barren- 
ness of  the  foil,  and  want  of  due  cafe  and  attention  in 
the  hearers,  and  not  to  the  labours  of  the  workmen, 
whofe  comforts  I  know  lie  ftored  up  in  the  con- 
fcionable  difchar^  of  the  duties  enjoyned  them. 
The  bellowing  ot  the  preacher's  place  there,  and  the 
reft,  are  in  the  difpofing  of  the  mafter,  wardens,  and 
fome  others  of  the  worfhipful  company  of  haber- 
dalhers  of  London ;  who  are  much  direfted  there- 
in, when  occafion  ferveth,  by  that  w^U-difpoled 
and  wcU-deferving  gentleman  Mr.  John  Alderfcy, 
of  Spurftow,  the  owner  of  that  ancient  houfe  and 
land,  from  whence  the  worthy  founder  had  his 
dcfccnt :  By  the  prudent  and  godly  care  of  which 
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l^id  worihipful  governors,  the  faid  places  have 
6.eien,  and  yet  are,  moft  worthily  fupplied  by  very 
learned,  godly,  and  able  men.  But  now  fetching 
ia  one  nook  of  this  hundred,  and  of  the  pariih 
where  we  be,  lying  fartheft  eaft,  a  lordfhip  called 
Wardhall,  where  have  been  a  feat  and  a  large  de- 
mefiie  of  an  ancient  family  of  the  Prefllands,  cf- 
quires,  of  long  continuance ;  whereof  I  take  it 
aU  the  heirs  ipale  are  now  failed,  the  lands  be- 
ing come  in  our  days,  by  purchafe,  to  the  houfe  of 
AVoodhey. 

Along  this  townfliip  lie  the  well  known  pave- 
ments or  ftone  caufeway,  called  Watfield-Pavcment, 
{q  terpied  of  the  founder,  and  to  the  repairing  of 
which  were  given  a  pretty  houfe  and  grounds  to  it, 
ficuatein  the  middle  thereof ;  the  pavement  itfelf 
being  two  n^iles  in  length,  and  the  difpofing  and 
government  thereof  left  to  the  citizens  ot  Chefter. 

Near  the  weft-end  of  it  is  fituated  a  fair  houie, 
called  the  Cleys,  the  dwelling  of  a  younger  bro- 
thcr  of  the  Davenports  of  Calveley.j.and  upon 
the  north-fide  of  it  ftands  the  townfhip  of  Calve- 
Icy,  whence  that  great  name  had  firft  tJ^ir  deno- 
mination.    Now  the  principal  feat  andidemefne 
therein  yet  remain,  and  have  been  long  the  ha- 
bitation of  one  race  of  the  Davenports,  the  owner 
thereof  now  Arthur  Davenport,  efq.  and  near  un- 
to it  another  fair  houfe,  the  feat  of  tlie  Main- 
tarings,  of  Calveley,  gentlemen.     Beneath  this, 
more  north,  lies  Wettenhall,  where  are  a  chapel, 
<and  alfo  an  ancient  feat  and  demefne  of  the^long 
continued  raceof  theBreretons,  of  Wettenhall,  now 
Hichard  Brereton's,  of  Wettenhall,  efquire,  a  gen- 
tleman of  well  known  experience  in  the  govern- 
inent  of  the  country. 

Hence  we  return  weftward  again,  and  come  by 
Alpraham,  wherein  were  anciently  a  houfe  and 
xupie  of  the  Pages,  now  wholly  extin  A  *,  and  here^« 
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lofty  pile  of  that  fweet  and  delicate  feat  of  the 
Halt  of  Tilfton,  Fcarnhall,  (hews  itfclf,  the  re- 
membrance of  the  builder  whereof  flops  agajn 
the  walk  of  my  pen,  and  I  wifli  I  could  nei- 
ther think  upon  the  happinefs  of  my  years  there 
fpent,  nor  upon  the  unrecoverable  lofs  I  there 
fuftained,  in  the  departure  of  my  dear  mafter, 
the  renowned  laft  decealed  owner  of  Woo<Uify. 

Near  to  this  we  fee  the  ruins  of  a  houie  in- 
deed, but  no  decay  of  the  name  or  the  ownen 
thereof,  which  was  Flaxyards,  the  ancient  feat  of 
the  Dones,  who  were  called  Dones  of  Flaxyards; 
between  whom  and  the  Dones  of  Utkinton  I 
have  heard  was  no  little  emulation,  until  it  pleaf- 
ed  God  the  heirs-male  of  Utkinton  failing,  were 
glad  to  knit  with  the  heir  of  Flaxyards,  that  fo 
the  union  of  both  by  marriage  might  make  one 
greater  name  ;  as  now  we  fee  in  the  perfon  of  the 
worthy  knight.  Sir  John  Done,  of  Utkinton,  a 
gentleman  very  compleat  in  many  excellencies  of 
nature,  wit,  and  ingenuity,  which,  together  with 
his  diligence  and  well-pleafing  fervice  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  who  took  his  pleafure  and  repaft  in  his 
foreft  of  Delamere,  in  the  year  1617,  where  this 
gentleman  being  chief  forefter  and  keeper,  order- 
ed fo  wifely  and  contentfuUy  his  highnefs's  fports, 
that  he  freely  honoured  him  with  knighthood, 
and  graced  his  houfe  of  Utkinton  near  hereunto 
with  his  royal  prefence,  making  him  Sir  John 
Done  of  Utkinton ;  of  which  name  the  country 
fpeaks  much  of  brave  knights,  his  anceftors,  and 
efpecially  the  laft  of  them,  his  grandfather,  by 
his  mother. 

But  before  we  go  far,  let  us  take  with  us  the 
view  of  Tarporley,  both  town  and  church  and 
parfonagc,  all  well  known  by  their  fituation  and 
making;  a  thoroughfare  of  great  paffagc  upon 
the  great  road-way  to  Chefter,  a  lordflixp  of  the 
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lid  Sir  John  Done's,  and  a  fie  place  for  keeping 
he  iherifFs,  towns,  and  hundred  courts  for  that 
lundred. 

*From  whence  we  go  by  Eaton  and  Rufhton, 
two  great  lordfliips  in  one ;  a  great  part  whereof 
Kath  belonged  to  a  race  of  Hintons,  whofe  heirs- 
male  are  thought  tp  be  all  extindb,  but  the  chief 
lord  there  is  the  fame  knight  laft  named. 

Wc  go  from  thence  to  Darley,  a  fair  feat  and 
demefne  of  one  houfe  of  the  Starkeys,  efquires,  of 
good  account,  the  now  owner  there,  Henry  Star- 
key,  of  Darlcy,  efquire  ;  near  unto  which  are  fltu- 
ated  another  great  houfe  and  well  known  feat  of 
another  worthy  race,  called  Egertons  of  Oulton, 
whereof  haye  fucceedcd  for  fome  defcents  knights 
of  no  obfcure  note  ;  and  now  the  mod  compleat 
fucceffor  of  them,  Sir  Rowland  Egerton,  knight 
and  baronet,  whofe  great  alliances' and  wor3iy 
parts  have  caufed  other  countries  to  deprive  this 
his  birth-place  of  fuch  an  ornament.  In  this  edge 
of  the  foreft,  near  hereunto,  (land  a  little  church 
and  town,  which  in  relation  of  Great  Budworth 
(and  no  great  thing  it  is,  yet  a  parifli  by  itfelf) 
formerly  mentioned,  is  called  Little  Budworth;  in 
the  fame  is  a  fair  mere,  as  there  is  at  Great  Bud- 
worth,  from  whence  begins  a  brook,  which  if 
we  follow  but  a  little  way,  brings  us  to  Dernhall 
Grange,  once  a  famous  place,  as  it  fhould  feem, 
by  the  rcfidence  of  Ibme  of  the  earls  of  Chefter, 
of  whom  John  Scot,  the  laft  of  the  levcn  famous 
earls  next  after  the  Conqueft,  died  there ;  but 
afterwards  made  a  place  for  the  entertainment  of 
thofe  monks  from  whom  the  abbey  of  Vale-Royal 
was  founded  -,  or  rather,  as  Tome  think,  was  the 
abbey  itfelf,  which  afterwards,  as  it  were,  was  re- 
moved thither  as  a  more  wholefomc  feat ;  and  be- 
caufe  this  place,  as  amdngft-  woods  and  waters, 
was  not,  forfooth,  lightlbme  and  plcafant  enougl 
Vol.  I.  M  m  to 
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for  their  fat  worfhips  -,  for  fome  write  it,  and 
think,  the  name  came  from  Dernhole  ;  howfoever 
it  was  then,  it  is  now  a  fine  feat  with  a  fw^eet  houfe 
of  brick  lately  erefted,  and  now  the  pofleflion  of 
I  lenry  I-ec,  cfquire,  heir  to  Sir  Richard  Lee  for- 
merly mentioned,  and  a  gentleman,  for  his  fober 
and  wife  carriage,  of  very  worthy  elleem.  Along 
the  park  fide  of  Dernhall  lies  Swanlow,  and  there- 
in many  good  farms  that  have  been  of  the  abbey 
lands. 

And  here  we  approach  again  upon  our  old  ac- 
quaintance, the  river  Weaver,  whom  we  need 
follow  but  a  little  way,  ere  it  brings  us  to  that 
famous  feat  which  it  gave  name  unto,  how  long 
Jincc  were  a  hard  talk  to  fearch  for ;  where  have 
linen  tlut  great  defcent  of  the  Stanleys  of  Weaver, 
a;ui  now  is  one  of  the  manfion-houfes  of  Thomas 
i^u/.lcy^  of  Alderlq*,  or  Weaver,  efquirc,  of 
B  hor.i  we  fpoke  before. 

v  \-  :>  \v-c  conie  iirll  to  Over-church,  fituate 
:  ".^^  *:  -."Vv^rc  from  jr.ir.y  cf  her  parilhioners, 
-  ■..  ..  '  .Ir'a  rv.ilc  fro;".!  the  town  itfelf,  which 
-s^  ,  .  ,  .  .  ..*  jv..,  p,^:^  cooJ/iv  roircflions  which 
;  X  . .  .\  :  ..-".:  cor.von:  of  V  J-.Royal  enjoyed, 
K . . .  \\*.  ..  :hc::\  or  by  the::  meins  a:  leait,  to 
iv   •  u  .  .    ."  .Vv^r.:o\vr-  which   -"rovernmenr  thcv 
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tire  parifli  of  itfclf.  The  vicarage  there  is  in  the 
gift  of  the  faid  Mr.  Mainwaringj  and  fo  wc 
come  to  the  famous  Vale-Royal. 


The  Abbey  ^Dernhall,  in  the  County 
of  Chester,  tranjlatcd  afterwards  unto 
Vale-Royal. 

The  Foundation  Charter. 

EDWARD,  eldeft  fon  of  the  illuftrious  king 
of  England,  to  the  archbifliops,  &c.  greet- 
ing :  Know  ye,  That  we  fo>  the  health  ot  our 
Ibul,  and  of  the  fouls  of  all  our  predeceflbrs  and 
heirs,  or  other  our  fucceflbrs,  have  given,  granted, 
and,  by  this  our  prefent  charter,  confirmed,  for  us 
and  our  heirs,  and  all  our  fucceflbrs,  to  God  and 
the  bleflcd  Mary,  and  to  the  monaftery  of  the  faid 
glorious  Virgin  of  Dernhall,  of  the  Ciftercian  or- 
der ;  which  we,  being  fometime  in  danger  at  fea, 
have  founded  in  our  county  of  Chefter,  in  the 
diocefs  of  Coventry  and  Litchfield  •,  and  to  the 
abbot  and  monks  that  fejve,  or  fhall  hereafter 
ferve,  Almijghty  God  and  our  Lady  there,  that 
place  wherein  their  faid  abbey  is  fituate,  with  all 
the  manors  of  Dernhall  and  Over,  together  with 
the  park,  in  wood,  in  plain,  in  men,  and  other 
things  or  liberties  ^latfoever,  and  with  other 
things  pertaining  to  the  faid  manors,  as  fully  and 
freely  as  ever  we  have  held  the  fame  without  any 
rcfervation. 
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And  furthermore  the  whole  wood  of  Langwith, 
in  the  county  of  York,  with  the  land,  heath, 
marlh,  and  all  other  their  appurtenances,  as  fully, 
freely,  wholly,  and  peaceably,  as  our  lord  the 
king  our  father  held  the  fame,  and  gave  the  fame 
unto  us,  with  the  advovrfons  of  the  churches  of 
Eflcburn,  of  the  caftlc  of  Peak,  of  Frodfham, 
and  of  Weverham,  with  their  chapels  and  other 
their  appurtenances ;  granting  and  defiring,  that 
the  aforefaid,  with  their  chapels,  may  be  appro- 
priated to  the  fame  monks  and  their  lucccflbrs  for 
their  maintenance  in  God's  fervice. 

We  have  granted  likewife  unto  the  fame  monks, 
and  confirmed  all  reafonable  gifts  of  lands,  men 
and  alms,  either  in  prel'ent  by  us  conferred  upon 
them,  or  in  time  to  come  to  be  conferred  by  the 
liberality  of  any  other  whofoever,  or  otherwife 
purchafed  or  to  be  purchafed,  as  well  in  churches 
as  in  worldly  matters  and  pofleflions. 

We  have  likewife  granted  by  this  our  charter, 
for  us  and  our  heirs,  to  the  forefaid  abbot  and 
monks,  of  our  gift,  that  whenfoever  it  (hall  fall 
out,  that  we,  or  our  heirs,  of  common  courfc 
Ihall  take  tallage  of  our  demefne  lands,  the  fame 
abbot  and  monks,  and  their  fucceflbrs  for  ever, 
may  take  tallage  in  their  manors,  without  the  fpc- 
cial  command  of  us  or  our  heirs. 

Wherefore  we  will,  &c.  Witnefles,  the  reve- 
rend fathers  Walter,  arthbilhop  of  York,  N.  of 
Winchefter,  G.  of  Worcefter,  R.  of  Coventry, 
bifliops.  Edmund,  our  moll  dear  brother.  Gil- 
bert of  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucefter  and  Hertford. 
John  of  Warren,  earl  of  Surry.  Humphrey  of 
Bohun,  earl  of  Hereford  and  Eflex.  Henry  of 
Alemayne,  Philip  Baflct,  Roger  of  Mortimer, 
Roger  of  Clifford,  Reginald  of  Grey,  then  jufticc 
of  Chefter,   James  of  Andelegh,   Robert  Walle- 

rand, 
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rand,  Robert  Burnell,  mafter  of  Fremgham,  John 
of  London,  and  others. 

Given  by  our  band  at  JVincbeftery  the  fecond 
day  of  Augujiy  in  the  s^h  year  of  the 
reign  of  the  king  our  father. 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^►♦♦<->4^<- 


Letters  of  Recommendation  of  King  Henry 
ni.  for  Books  to  be  bejiowed  upon  the  fame 
Abbey. 

THE  king  fendeth  greeting,  to  the  abbots, 
priors,  and  to  their  convents  eftabliftied 
throu^out  the  kingdom  of  England,  of  what  or- 
der or  religion  foever  they  be  of.  Whereas  Ed- 
ward our  beloved  eldeft  fon,  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  honour  of  God's  worfhip,  hath  begun  to 
found  a  new  abbey  of  the  Ciftercian  order  in  his 
manor  of  Dernhall,  we  earneftly  require  and  in- 
trcat  all  of  you,  that  in  aid,  of  the  faid  abbey,  ye 
would,  at  our  intreaty,  furnilh  the  monks  of  the 
faid  place  with  fomc  books  of  divinity.  And 
what  you  pleafe  to  do  in  the  premifes,  fignify 
unto  us  apart  by  your  letters,  by  our  beloved 
and  faithful  Thomas  of  Boulton,  that  for  your 
liberality  extended  at  our  requeft  to  our  faid  eldeft 
Ion,  we  may  be  obliged  to  return  to  you  our  con- 
digne  thanks.  Witnefs,  the  king  at  Weftminfter, 
the  tenth  of  January. 


M 
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The  Tranjlation  of  the  fame  Abbey   to  the 
Vale-Royal. 

THE  king  to  the  archbifbop^  &c.  greeting: 
Know  ye/  that  whereas  we  for  the  health  of 
our  foul,  and  for  the  health  of  the  foul  of  the 
lord  king  Henry,  our  father  of  famous  memory^ 
and  of  the  fouls  of  our  heirs,  anceftors,  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  have  lately  founded  the  abbey  of  Dcm- 
hall,  of  the  Ciftercian  order,  in  the  precin6t  of 
the  manor  of  Dernhall,  in  the  county  of  Chcfter, 
upon  a  vow  we  once  made,  t>eing  in  danger  of 
ihipwreck  :    And  whereas,  at  the  requeft  of  the- 
abbot  and  monks  of  the  forcfaid  abbey,  we  have 
newly  founded  tlie  fame  abbey  in  a  more  conve- 
nient place,  not  far  diftant  from  the  forelaid  place 
of  Dernhall,  which  was  called  W  he  ten  hale  ws,  and 
Manechencfwro,  which  the  fame  abbots  and  monks 
enjoy  for  ever  of  our  grant,    to  them  and  their 
fucceflbrs  •,  and  which  place  we  have  caufed  to  be 
named  Tlie  Vale-Royal.     We,    left  any  damage 
or  danger  might  by  any  means  by  length  of  time 
happen,    by  occafion  of  the  forefaid  tranflation, 
imto  the  abbot  and  convent  of  the  fame  abbey  of 
Vale-Royal,   or  to  their  fucceflbrs,    as  touching 
their,  lands,  things,  poflcflions,  churches,  rights, 
or  liberties,  by  us  granted  unto  them,  in  the  in- 
terim,   before   their  abbey  could  be  thus  fited, 
will  and  grant  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that  the  fore- 
faid abbots  and  monks,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  have 
and  hold  the  fame  abbey  newly  founded  in  the 
fame  place  of  Vale-Royal,  with  manors,   lands, 
and  tenements,  woods,   meadows,  paftures,  filh- 

ponds, 
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ponds,  fiftiings,  the  churches  of  Birkham,  Frod- 
fliam,  Weverham,  and  the  caftle  of  Peak,  with 
chapels,  members,  and  other  things,  to  the  fame 
churches  belonging;  with  all  rights  and  liber- 
ties, and  free-cuftoms  under-written,  freely,  quiet- 
ly, fully,  well,  and  in  peace,  to  them  and  their 
fucceflbrs,  there  ferving  God,  in  pure  alms  for 
ever,  under  this  forrrf :  to  wit,  all  the  manors  of 
Dernhall  and  Oure,  together  with  the  meadow, 
in  wood  and  plane,  in  men  and  other  things ;  or 
with  all  the  liberties,  and  with  all  other  things  to 
the  fame,  manors  belonging,  as  we  moft  fully  and 
freely  ever  held  the  fame,  without  any  referva. 
tion ;  and  alfo  the  advowfons  of  the  churches  of 
Frodfham,  and  of  the  caftle  of  Peak,  with  their 
chapels,  and  other  their  appurtenances. 

And  alfo  the  whole  manor  of  Weverham,  with 
the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  the  fame  town, 
with  the  homages  and  fervices  of  freeholders  of 
the  manor,  villenages,  villeins,  and  their  fa- 
milies, wards,  reliefs,  efcheats,  rents,  woods, 
meadows,  paftures,  waters,  mills,  mill-ponds,* 
Bfh-ponds,  and  with  all  other  liberties  and  free- 
cuftoms,  any  way  belonging  to  the  fame  manor  j 
faved  to  us,  and  our  heirs,  the  homages  and  fer- 
irices  of  them  which  hold  of  us  in  the  laid  manor 
by  ferjeanty,  or  knight's  fervice,  as  freely,  whol- 
ly, and  peaceably,  as  we  ever  held  the  fame 
Tianor  in  our  beft  and  entireft  eftate  -,  and  which 
nanor  we  lately  gave  to  our  well-beloved,  and 
aithful  Roger  Clifford,  who  after  fur  rendered  the 
ame  to  us,  and  gave  us  a  releafe  from  him  and 
us  heirs  for  ever. 

And  alfo  the  whole  manor  of  Conewardefle, 
<^ith  the  appurtenances,  which  we  late  gave  to 
A^alter  Vernon,  and  which  the  fame  Walter,  by 
lis  charter,  of  his  mere  and  fpontaneous  accord 
ate  reftored  to  us,    and  for  ever  quit-claimed 

from 


i 
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from  him,    his  heirs  and  afligns,  to  us  and  our 
heirs,  or  to  our  afligns  for  ever,  with  homages, 
rents,  dcmefnes,  villenages,  fervices  of  freeholders, 
and  of  bond-tenants,  villeins,  and  their  families, 
wards,  reliefs,    efchcats,    woods,  meadows,  paf- 
tures,  moors,  turfs,  hays,  lifli-ponds,  pools,  mills, 
and  all  other  eafements,    liberties,    and  frcc-cuf- 
toms,  any  way  belonging  to  the  forefaid  manor. 
And  alio  the  whole  manor  of  Gayton,  in  Wirral, 
in  the  county  of  Chefter,  with  the  appurtenances, 
which  lately^we  gave  and  granted  to  Reginald  of 
Tibermont,  of  Normandy;   and  the  fame  R^i- 
nald  afterwards  reftored  into  our  hands  the  fore- 
faid manor,  with  all  its  appurtenances,    and  by 
his  charter  quitr-claimed  to  us  and  our  heirs,  or 
affigns,  from  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever.     And 
alfo  all  the  land,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Mo- 
refbar^w,    which  wc  had  given  and  granted  by  — ^ 
our  charter  to  James  Villur-,  and  which  land  thf — =^. 
fame  James  rcllorcd  afterwards   into  our   hand,^^  -i, 
and  alio  remitted  and  quit-claimed  to  us,  for  himr":-m 
and  his  heirs,  by  his  charter  for  ever.     And  alf( 
the  whole  land  in  Nether-Little-Over,  which  wa^ 
the  land  of  Hugh  of  Merton,  brother  and  heir  o^ 
Ranulph  of  Merton,  clerk.     And  all  the  land  or 
Ranulph,  the  fon  of  John  of  Little-Over ;  ano- 
all  the  land  of  Nicholas  Baret,    the  fon  of  Ri  i  -li- 
chard  Baret,  in  Nethcr-Little-Over ;  and  all  thi  Mriic 
land  of  Hervicus  of  Bradford,  and  of  Rpbcrt  th  .c*e 
fon  and  heir  of  the  fame  Hervicus,  in  Bradford     -B ; 
and  alio  all  the  land  of  Ranulph  of  Sutton,  for  ^i^a 
and  heir  of  Ranulph  of  Merton,  in  Sutton. 

Which  lands,  the  forefaid  Hugh,  Ranulph,  Nii  "Ni- 
cholas, Hervicus,  Robert,  and  Ranulph,  with  aC  ^}^ 
the  liberties  which  they  had  or  could  have  it  -^  ^^ 
v/oods,  commons,  moors,  paftures,  waftes,  and  aC  -*'' 
other  their  appurtenances  reftored  into  our  hand^  -'^z 
quit  from   themfclvcs,  and  their  heirs  for  evcjn  ^^• 
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And  alfo  two  ox-gangs  of  land^  with  the  appur- 
tenances in  Lachemanbank,  which  ^e  had  ot  the 
gift  and  grant  of  Roger  Throftel,  of  Macclesfield ; 
and  all  the  land  with  the  appurtenances  which  wc 
have  of  the  gift  and  grant  of  John  of  Cotunfoni 
of  Maude  ot  Lache,  which  was  the  daughter  ot 
Gralam  of 'Loftock,  in  the  manor  of  Lacheman- 
bank.    And  alfo  the  whole  land  of  Twemlow, 
which  William  of  Hawardiii  late  fold  with  all  his 
appurtenances,  with  any  refervation  in  men,  rents, 
wood,  and  plain,  paths,  ways,  meadows,  paftures, 
moors,  tbretts,  waters,  pools,  mills,  fifli-ponds,  and 
all  other  cafements,  liberties,  and  frce-cuftoms,  be- 
longing to  the  forefaid  land.     And  alfo  the  moor 
and  pond,  with  the  appurtenances,  which  is  called 
Ocinare,  in  our  forclt  of  Mere.     We  grant  alio, 
and  have  confirmed,  for  us  and  our  heirs,  to  the 
fame  abbot  and  monks,  and  to  their  fucceflbrs,  all 
reafonable  gifts  of  landfmen  and  alms,  in  prefent 
by  us  granted,  or  in  time  coming,  to  be  beftowed 
by  the  liberality  of  any  whomfocver,  or  otherwifc 
purchafed,  or  to  be  purchafed,  as  well  in  churches, 
as  in  worldly  poflefllons,  together  with  the  tene- 
ments under,  written  ;  to  wit,  all  the  land  of  John 
of  Wydynton,  in  Little-Over,  with  all  the  appur- 
tenances, and  liberties,  and  rights  to  the  fame  land 
belonging,  which  we  have  by  the  gift  and  grant 
of  the  faid  John,  by  the  affent  and  confentof  Sybil, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Ranulph  of  AIhe,  witc  of  the 
faid  John  ;  and  all  the  land  of  Hugh  of  Norwich, 
clerk,  with  all  built  houfes,  eafements,  commodi- 
ties, liberties,  and  appurtenances ;  which  land  the 
faid  Hugh  gave  and  granted  unto  us,  and  confirm- 
ed by  his  charter  j  anemone  falt-pit  in  Middlewich, 
which  we  have  of  the  gift  and  grant  of  William, 
the  fon  of  Ralph  Selyfawel ;  to  wit,  that  which  is 
near  Newhead,  by  the  metes  and  bounds  by  which 
JKichard  of  Woodford,  chaplain,  fometime  held 
Vol.  I.  N  n  aad 
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and  had  the  fait  pit,  with  all  liberties  and  eafe- 
ments  to  the  fame  falc-pic  belonging  •,  and  all  the 
eighth  part  of  the  whole  w'ood  of  Twemlow,  which 
wc  have  by  the  gift  and  grant  of  Thomas  Bathel ; 
and  all  th&t  part  of  the  whole  wood  and  walle,  and 
chat  part  of  that  meadow  which  is  called  the  Town- 
meadow,  as  well  in  the  outward  wood,  as  in  the 
?oves,  which  we  have  of  the  gift  and  grant  of 
homas  the  fon  of  Brun,  of  the  fame  town, 
with  all  its  appurtenances  and  liberties. 

We  alfo  grant  and  confirm  for  us  and  our  heirs, 
to  the  fame  abbot  and  convent,  and  their  fuccef- 
fors,  all  the  land  of  Weftcroft,  in  the  town  of 
Little  Stanthirle,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  which 
they  have  of  the  gift  and  grant  of  R^lph  of  Ver- 
non ;  and  all  the  land  which  they  have  of  Ralph 
of  Vernon,    with  all  their  appurtenances  in  the 
lame    town,    which .  the  faid  Ralph  of  Vernon 
.bought  of  Henry  Dudefyn ;  and  all  the  MufTa, 
which  the  faid  Ralph  had  of  the  gift  of  Gilbert 
Dudefyn,    with    its    appurtenances   in   the   fame 
town  ;  and  all  that  field  in  Great  Stanthirle,  which 
the  laid  Ralph  had  of  the  gift  of  Hugh  Roger ; 
together  with    the  whole  part  of  the  moor  or 
heath  belonging  to  the  foreiaid  land  of  the  faid 
Ralph,  witJi  all  its  appurtenances ;    and  all  the 
land   in  our   city   of  Chefter,   which  Robert  of 
Bern  gave  and  granted  to  the  forefaid  abbot  and 
monks,  which  lies  between  the  land  of  the  hofpi- 
tal  of  Saint  John  of  Chelter,  and  the  houfe  of 
Ralph  Pillor  ;  and  alio  the  houfe  in  which  Thomas 
of  Newenaw  Ibmetiinc  dwelt,  with  all  its  appur- 
tenances ;  and  a  Ihop  which  Ricliard  the  apothe- 
cary fometimc  held  ;  and  a  Ihop  which  Chriftian, 
mother  of  the  wife  of  the  laid  Robert  of  Bern, 
fometinio  held  ;,  and  eighteen    Ihops,    which  are 
called  the  C  oblers  Ihops,  in  Brido;c-llreet,  which 
Alexander  Uurd  ibmetime  held,  with  all  the  ap- 
purtenances 
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purtenanccs  and  liberties ;  and  aU  tbc  land  in^ 
tJic  Eaft-ftreet  of  the  city  of  Chcfter,  lying  be-; 
twecn  the  land  of  Mathew  the  clerk,  and  thdwd. 
of  John,  the  Ton  of  Hulkel,  with  all  its^  appuro^r. 
nances  and  liberties;  and  that  place  of  land  Qfr 
t&obert  Chamberlain's,  lying  between ,  the  lan.4  ^ 
the  faid  Robert,  and  the  land  of  the  abbot  K>i 
Vale*Royal,  in  Bridge-ftreet,  in  the  ci(y  of  Chi^i^ 
ter ;  which  place  of  land  contains  in  brxiadth  oinCr. 
;een  feet,  ami  in  length  extend;  it&lf  frocn  th^ 
land  of  Richard  Mercer,  to  the  land  oi  thi^  l^ouih 
of  the  (aid  abbot  of  Vale^Royal,  and,  containet^ 
in  that  length  thirty-two  feet  together,  with  aJi 
appurtenances  and  liberties ;  and  alfo.  one  ialt-pic 
in  the  town  of  Northwich,  which  they  have  of  the 
gi£i  and  grant  of  Hugh  of  Wininton,  and  Maud 
nis.  wife ;  and  of  the  gift  and  grant  of  Ralph 
Syretbrond,  with  all  its  appurtenances  and  iiber-> 
ties  s  and  alfo  that  houfe  in  Kingfley,  which  ^ey? 
haiire  of  the  gift  and  grant  of  William  Lancelyn, 
with  all  its  appurtenances  and  liberties  ;  and  alfo 
that  oxgang  of  land  in  Lacke,  at  Rudhethe,  which 
th^  have  in  exchapge  from  the  priorefs  and  nuriB 
of  Chefter,  with  all  the  appurtenances  and  liber- 
ties. We  will  alfo  and  grant  .for  us  and  our 
heirs,  that  the  forefaid  abbot  and  convent,  and 
their  acccflbrs,  have  pafture,  and  their  feftovers 
or  wood  to  burn,  with  other  eafements,  in  our 
fiuefh  in  the  county  of  Cheiler;  and  alfo  the 
ilond-quarry,  and  other  things,  which  (hall  be 
neceflary  for  ereAing^  and  fuftaining  of  buildings 
:within  our  abbey  atbrefaid,  and  for  the  piakinig 
of  f^i^&'y  and  that  the  men  and  tenants  of  the 
foiefaid  abbot  and  convent  h^ve  palture,  ^and 
their  reafbnable  feftovers  in  pur  fqrefts  aforefaid, 
as  they  ufed  to  have  in  the  time  of  earl  Rar 
nulph,  and  of  others,  fometimes  lords  of  Cheften 
We  will  alio,  and  grant,  and  by  this  prefent 
N  n  2  charter 
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charter  have  confirmed  for  us  and  our  heirs,  to 
6od  and  the  bleffed  Virgin  Mary,  and  to  the  fore- 
faid  abbot  and  monks  of  Vale-Roval,  i^and  to 
their  fucceilbrs,  that  they  have  and  nold^  all:  the 
manors,  churches,  lands,  and  tenements  afore- 
laid,  in  free,  pure,  and  perpetual  alms  for  ever, 
with  homages,  rents,  demcfnes,  villenag^,  fervices 
of  free-holders,  and  bond  with  villeins  and  their 
families,  advowfons,  wards,  reliefs,  dcheats,  woods, 
plains,  meadows,  paftures,  ways,  paths,  heaths, 
curfs,  forefts,  wato^  ponds,  parks,  fifhing-mills, 
in  granges,  cottages,  within  borough  and  with- 
out i  and  in  all  other  places,  with  all  eafemcnts, 
liberties,  franchifes,  and  free-cuftoms,  any  way 
belonging  to  the  fordaid  manors,  churches,  lands, 
and  tenements.  We  grant  alfo  for  us  and  our 
heirs,  to  the  forefaid  abbot  and  monks,  and 
to  their  fucceffors,  that  whenfoewr  it  (hall  hap- 
pen,  tliat  we  or  our  heirs  fhall  take  tallage  of  our 
demefnes,  that  the  faid  abbot  and  monks,  and 
their  fucceffors  for  ever,  may  take  tallages  of  their 
men  and  tenants  of  their  manors  of  Demhall, 
Weverham,  and  Concwardeflc,  without  the  fpe- 
cial  licence  and  command  of  us  or  our  heirs  ;  and 
may  to  their  ufe,  by  themfclvcs,  or  their  mini- 
fters,  coUcft  the  fame  tallages.  We  grant  alfo  for 
us  and  our  heirs  to  the  fame  abbot  and  monks, 
-and  to  their  fucceffors,  that  they  may  be  dif- 
charged  for  ever  of  all  amerciaments  ^  and  that 
they  have  in  the  manors  aforefaid,  foe  and  lac, 
toll  and  team,    infangeuthef,   utfangeuthef,  wif- 

filthet^  hamfocwayf,  grythcbruche,  blodewyte, 
ghtwyte,  ferdewyte,  frothewyte,  hengwyte,  leyr- 
wyte,  flemenefwyte,  flemenesfrethe,  murder,  theft, 
forftal,  ordelf,  oreft,  and  the  amends  of  bread  and 
ale,  and  amerciaments  of  their  men,  whercfocver, 
and  howfoever  they  fhall  be  amerced  in  the  courts 
of  us,  or  our  heirs,  before  us  and  our  heirs,  or 

before 
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before  our  juftices,  our  bailiffs,  or  minifters  what* 
ibcver :  And  alfo  if  any  of  their  men  be  amerced 
to  u<,  or  our  bailiffs,  for  any  caufe,  debt,  or  for- 
feiture, the  fine  and  amerciaments  fhall  bercftored 
unto  the  fordaid  monks. 

We  grant  alfo  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that  the 
foreikid  abbot  and  monks,  and  their  fuccefTors, 
and  the  men-of  their  fucceffors,  be  free  from'all  fcot 
and  geld  of  all  aid$  of  kings,  fneriifs,  and  all 
their  minifters,  and  of  hidage,  carncage,  dane-. 
gelt,  hornegelt ;  and  of  efcuage,  tallage,  leftage, 
itallage,  fhirts,  hundreds,  v/apentachs,  pleas, 
fuits,  wards,  wardpaym,  haver-penny,  hundred* 
penny,  fcot-penny,  borcdhall- penny,  bottle-pen- 
ny, tinig-penny,  and  of  work  of  caltles,  parks, 
bridg^y  and  of  inclofures ;  and  of  all  carriage, 
murage^  fummage,  fhipping;  and  from  building 
king's  houies,  and  from  all  manner  of  work : 
And  we  forbid  that  their, .  or  their  men,  or  tenants 
woods,  be  taken  to  the  ibrefaid  works,  or  to  any 
other,  bv  any  means,  without  their  leave  and 
goodrwiU ;  and  likewiie,  that  their,  their  men,  or 
the  corn  of  their  tenants  aforefaid,  or  any  other 
goods  of  theirs,  be  taken  for  ammunition  of 
caftles. 

We  grant  alfo  for  us  and  our  heirs,  to  the  fame 
abbot  and  monks,  and  to  their  fucceffors,  that  all 
their  own  lands  and  tenements,  and  of  their  men 
and  tenants,  in  their  manors  and  places  aforefaid, 
being  as  well  in  wood  as  in  plane,  be  disforefted, 
and  without  all  power  of  the  foreflers,  verdutcrs, 
ic^arders,  agiflers,  and  all  other  the  bailiffs  and 
minifters  of  our  foreft;  and  that  they  may  make 
.their  profit  at  their  pleafure,  as  oft  and  whenfo- 
cver  they  will  and  fhall  think,  fit,  of  their  woods 
and  manors  aforefaid;  and  affert  or  reduce  to  til- 
ls^ thofe  their  woods,  and  being  fo  reduced  to 
tiUage,  to  faokl  them  for  ever  to  them  and  their 

heirs. 
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heirs,  vrichouc  the  impediment  of  us,  our  heirs, 
tbvcftcrs  and  vcrdurcrs,  and  of  any  other,  our  bat- 
litifs  or  minlllcrs  ot  our  foreft,  or  of  other  miiii- 
Itcrs  :  We  tbrbid  that  none  of  our  forefttfrs,  ver- 
durcrs,  agifters,  regarders,  or  of  all  our  other 
miniftcrs  of  our  forcit,  or  of  our  heirs,  enter  the 
lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  the  forefaid  ab* 
bcy»  to  take  any  dlilrefies,  or  to'  do  any  other 
thing  belonging  to  a  forefter,  or  to  a  miniller  of 
the  loreft. 

Moreover,  -wt  have  granted  for  us  and  our  heirs^ 
th::t  the  torel'aid  abbot  and  monks,  and  thjeir  fuc- 
celibrs,  and  their  men  and  tenants  aibrefaid  be  for 
ever  fiee  Irom  paying  all  toll  for  their  own  mer- 
chandifes,  which  they  iliall  fell  or  buy  to  their 
gwn  ufes  in  every  market,  and  in  all  fairs»  and  in 
all  pufiage  of  bridges,  ways,  and  lea,  thrpugh  aU 
our  hnd  and  dominion,  and  in  all  other  places 
in  which  wc  can  give  and  grant  them  liberties  ; 
and  all  their  markets,  and  thole  of  their  men, 
be  free  of  all  toll,  likewife,  in  the  forefaid  places. 
And  that  the  Ihips  of  the  fame  monks  have  ftcc 
paflage  throughout  all  our  dominions  without  all 
exaction  and  cullom. 

We  alfo  grant  for  us  and  our  heirs,  to  the  fore- 
faid abbot  and  nionks,  and  to  their  fucceflbrs, 
that  if  any  of  tiieir  men  or  tenants  aforeiaid 
ought  for  any  ollence  to  lofe  life  or  limb,  or 
Ihail  fiy  and  not  remain  to  be  jullified,  or  ihall 
commit  any  other  crime  for  which  they  ought  to 
lofe  their  goods  •,  thofe  goods  (hall  belong  to  the 
abbot  and  monks  aforeiaid,  and  their  fuccefibrs, 
together  with  liic  year  and  waite  of  the  forefaid 
lands  and  tenements  which  ought  to  have  remained 
to  us  and  our  heirs. 

Moreover,  whereas  the  mod  holy    fathers   in 

Grxl  pope  HQnorius  the  Fourth,  and  pope  Ni- 

•  c  hoi  as  the  i-ouith,  by  God's  guidance  and  at  our 

rcqueft, 
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peqtieft,  have  granted  unto  the  forefaid  abbot  and 
convent,  and  their  fucceffors,  the  appropriation 
of  the  churches  of  Kirkham  in  Laneafhire,  and 
of  the  caftle  of  Peak,  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
and  of  Frodfham  and  Weverham,  in  the  county 
of  Ghcfter,  whofe  advowfons  by  our  charters  we 
had  granted  to  the  forefaid  abbot  and  monks  of 
Vale-Royal,  and  to  their  fucceffors,  we  ratifying 
diefe  popes  grants  for  us  and  our  heirs,  give  our 
rbyai  aflent. 

Whereupon  although  the  faid  abbot  and  con^ 
vent  before  the  appropriation  as  before  fpecified 
to  thenn  in  the  court  of  Rome  granted,  have  pre- 
sented no  perlbns  to  the  fame  churches  of  Kirk- 
'  ham,  of  the  caftle  of  Peak^  of  Frodfham.,  and  of 
Wcyierham  aforelaid;  yet  notwithftandingwe  will 
and  glrant  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that  the  aforeiaid 
abbot  ahd  convent,  and  their  fucceffors  for  everi, 
■h^Of  hold,  and  ^ffefs,  in  peace  and  quiet,  the 
foresaid  churches  fo  appropriated  unto  them  ;  fo 
Ami  neither  we  nor  our  heirs  may  have  or  move 
;ikiy  right  or  claim,  or  any  adlion  by  writ  of  laft 
prefentation,  or  without  writ,  or  by  other  writ 
whatfoever,  or  by  reafon  of  our  ftatute  late  fct 
•forth,  of  not  putting  to  mortmain  any  lands  0%- 
tenements  againft  the  forefaid  abbot  and  convent, 
or  their  fucceffors  -,  nor  for  ever  challenge  any 
-right  or  claim  in  the  advowfon  of  the  torefaid 
(thurclies.  Theiiefore  we  will,  &c.  Given  by 
oiirhand  at  Stepney,  the  fifteenth  day  of  May. 

By  ihe  King  himfelf. 

METHINKS,  it  is  not  altogether  improbable, 
that  fome  fuch  like  occafion  might  long  ago, 
by  the  prefence  of  a. king  (and  it  may  be^^kiog 
Edward  the  Firft,  who  founded  here  the  abbey), 
-   ,  give 
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give   this  denomination   to  the  goodly  traft  of 
grounds,  betwixt  the  foreft  and  the  river  Wea- 
ver i  by  his  hunting,  or  other  princely  fports,  to 
term  it  Vallem  Regalem^  as  the  late  occafion  of  our 
gracious  fovereign,  his  making  the  houfe  here  four 
days  his  royal  court,  while  in  his  fore-mentioned 
return  out  of  Scotland,  he  iblaced  himfelf,  and 
took  pleafing  contentment  in  his  difports  in  the 
foreft,  he  confirmed  it  indeed  to  be  a  Royal  Vale, 
where  it  was  the  joy  and  gladnels  of  our  hearts  to 
behold   how   graciouily  his   highnefs  fpent  there 
the  King  of  Heaven  his  own  day  in  the  fcrvice  of 
his  God ;  and  where  he  was  pleafed  to  hear  our 
reverend  dean  of  Chcfter  preach  unto  him  God's 
truth,  and  could  at  his  dinner  recount  the  heads 
and  chief  points  of  his   fermon  as  punftually,  as 
if  his  highnefs  had    been  acqusunted  with   the 
preacher*s  notes :  and  where  his  majefty,  the  day 
following,    had  luch  fuccefsfiil  pleaiure  in  the 
hunting  of  his  own  hounds  of  a  (tag  to  death,  as 
it  plcMled  him  graciouily  to  calculate  the  hours, 
and  confer  witli  the  keepers,  and  his  honourable 
attencbnts,  of  the  particular  events  in  that  fport, 
and  to  qucllion  them  whether  they  ever  faw  or 
heard  of  the  like  expedition,   and  true   perfor- 
mance of    hounds    well   hunting,    at  which  his 
hiixhnclVs   princely   contentment  we    had  much 
caule  to  rejoice ;  and  the  rather,  for  that  the  di- 
ligence an^.i  rervice  of  Sir  John  Done,  had  fo  prof- 
perouily  prepared*  his  maicrty*s  fports,  which  he 
ulfo  as  pr.Kicv;:ly  accepted  :  This  Vale-Royal  was 
the  Icdt  ot  A  noble  race  or  the  Holcrofts  for  two 
dekcnts,  but  of  late  is  come  by  purchafe  to  the 
bdv  Mavy  Choirrondcley,  widow,  a  lady  of  great 
jvticii'.oius,  \vho:i^.  we  have  had  feveral  occafions 
lo  nu  r^.iiv^  i.wTctoforr,  and  who,  for  her  wiidom, 
\uI\'a\  »;;*vi  c.i-ct'ul  provifion  for  her  child,  and 
^UNA<  hv^!i^it,dr\^  dclcr>'cth  wv>:  thy  remembrance. 

We 
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We  fee,  beyond  this  fandy  way,  where  hath  been 
a  defcent  of  the  Eatons,  geiitleilieh  -,  and  Hert- 
ford, where  Mr.  Thomas  Row  hath  built  a  very 
delicate  little  houfe  ;  and  fo  we  look  as  f^  as  this 
hundred  reacheth  to  Winnington,  where  is  a  fair 
ftone  bridge  over  the  river  Weaver,  which  no^ 
having  met  with  the  Dane,  grows  very  haughty 
and  proud,  and  hath  once  or  twice  of  late  fwelled 
and  foamed  too  impatiently^  becaufe  it  may  not 
be  employed  with  boats  and  carriages  from  the 
Mcrfcy's  mouth,  which  it  thinks  i&lf  fufficienft 
enough  for,  if  it  were  cleared  of  fome  wears  and 
ftoppages  by  the  way :  and  going  firft  by  Walterf- 
cote,  a  very  ancient  feat  of  the  Litlers,  gentlemen 
of  good  w6rth,  and  now  the  pofleffion  of  RaljA 
Litler,   gentleman  -,   it  haftcns  to  Weaverhani, 
which  receives  name  from  it,  and  is  a  pafifh,  with  a 
chiirch  and  pretty  town,  having  been  alfo  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  abbey  of  Vale-Royal,  and  hoWlftg 
ftill  a  great  liberty,  with  a  court  and  prifon,  of  no 
mean  power  and  jurifdiftion  of  the  chief  lordlhip 
thereof^  now  in  the  hands  of  the  worthy  Thomas 
Morbury,  efq.  formerly  fpoken  of;  and  in  this 
liberty  I  may  not  omit  one  ancient  feat,   having 
been  one  of  the  Abbey  Granges,  which  never 
were  any  of  the  meaneft  holdings,  and  this  called 
Helperftone  Grange  hath  belonged  to  the  War- 
burtons,  fo  called  of  the  Grange,  and  now  pof- 
fefied  by  Peter  Warburton,  efq.  learned  in  the  law, 
wboni  my  love  will  not  let  me  pafs  in  filence, 
though  1  fay  no  more,  but  that  which  is  in  every 
man's  expeftation,  that  his  worthy  parts  would 
fo<5n  fit  and  prepare  him,  if  his  own  modefty 
kept  him  not  back,  to  come  and  make  a  fupply 
to   the  Want  that  death  and  great  preferments 
bring  upon  us  of  the  great  lawyers  of  our  coun- 
try, though  we  have  yet  fome  good  ftore  of  them. 
The  vicarage  thereof,  being  a  pretty  livings  z£k^z 
Vol,  L  O  o  ^iw:. 
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the  expiration  of  a  leafe  for  years  in  being,  be- 
longs to  the  reverend  bilhop  ot  this  diocefs. 

From  hence  the  Weaver  (hall  bring  us  but  to 
Afton  bridge,  where  we  muft  part  with  it,  and  fo 
turn  us  more  wefterly,  to  look  upon  that  town- 
Ihip  of  Afton,  wherein  there  is  a  houfe  of  one 
James  Row,  gent,  a  freeholder  of  this  precind, 
and  an  ancient  feat  of  the  Farrars,  and  fo  we  take 
with  us  Craughton,  or  Crawghton,  where  Sir  Gil- 
bert Ireland,  knight,  the  heir  and  poflefTor  of  a 
great  fair  houfe  in  Lancafhire  called  Hutt,  hath 
a  fair  houfe  and  demefne. 

And  next  unto  this  lies  Kingfley,  a  fair  lordihip, 
whereof  much  of  the  lands  belong  to  Rockfavag^. 
Mr.  Cambden  derives  Sir  John  Done's  name  from 
one  Randal  of  Kingfley,  to  whom  the  carl  of 
Chefter,  Randal  the  Firlt,  gave  the  forefterfliip  of 
this  forell,  and  he  to  the  Dawnes  to  hold  by  right 
of  inheritance,  which  fince  fell  to  be  called  Dones, 
and  therein  alio  is  an  ancient  feat  of  the  Rutters, 
of  Kingfley,  gentlemen  of  long  continuance ;  and 
not  far  off,  a  fair  brick  houle  belonging  to  one 
of  the  Gerards,  called  of  Crown-wood, 

But  we  pafs  thence  to  Mewton,  a  lordfliip  on 
the  edge  of  the  forefl:,  belonging  to  Sir  John 
Done,  and  lb  to  Alvandley,  a  pretty  townfliip, 
wherein  is  a  chapel,  and  a  very  fine  houfe  that  be- 
longs to  Henry  Ardern,  efquire,  of  Harden,  for- 
merly mentioned  •,  and  fo  having  but  only  the 
Deel  farm,  the  ancient  inheritance  of  Sir  John 
Done  i  and  beneath  it  Cutnall,  a  very  fine  feat 
and  demefne,  the  pofleflion  of  J.  Nuttall,  efquire, 
a  man  of  good  fufficiency  -,  we  pafs  by  Norlcy, 
where  one  of  the  Halls,  a  freeholder,  hath  a  pret- 
ty feat ;  and  by  Cuddington,  wherein  arc  divers 
Eretty  farms,  we  fall  into  the  fpr^cious  foreft  of 
(elamere  itfelf,  luving  gone  round  about  the 
fame  in  the  view  of  this  hundred  ;  which  foreft 

is 
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is  a  very  deleftable  place  for  fituation,  and  main- 
taineth  not  only  a  convenient  being  and  prel'erva- 
tion  for  his  majefty's  deer  both  red  and  fallov/, 
whereof  there  is  no  fmall  ftore,  but  alfo  a  great 
relief  to  the  neighbouring  borders  and  townlhips 
round  about  it  -,  yielding  plenty  of  pailure  in  tlie 
vales ;  wood  upon  the  hills  ;  fearn  and  heath,  by 
fomc  called  ling,  in  the  plains  -,  great  llore  of 
fifh  and  fowl*  in  the  meres  ;  puics,  or  fea-maws, 
in  the  flafties  -,  both  the  kinds  of  turf  for  fuel, 
one  they  call  flea-turf,  becaufe  it  is  flead  from  the 
upper  face  of  the  ground  in  void  places ;  the 
other  dep-turf,  becaufe  it  is  digged  out  of  pits, 
whereof  there  is  abundance.  Upon  the  higheft 
hill  of  all,  and  about  the»middle  of  the  foreit,  is 
fecn  a  very  delicate  houfe,  fufficient  for  the  dwel- 
ling of  the  chief  forefter  himfelf  when  it  pleaiech 
him,  and  is  called  the  Chamber  in  the  Foreft ; 
there  being  likewife  in  feveral  parts  difperfcd  on 
^ery  fide  of  the  faid  forefl,  pretty  and  handfome 
lodgings,  with  fees  and  commodities  thereunto  be- 
longing, for  the  keepers  in  each  diftin<5t  walk. 

I  might  venture  to  wade  into  a  long  difcourfe 
of  thefc  two  towns,  or  rather  cities,  which  not 
only  old  tales,  but  even  the  writers  both  ancient  and 
modern,  do  make  report  of;  but  becaufe  few 
other  circumftances  do  concur,  and  not  lb  much 
as  the  ruins  of  any  piece  of  them  do  remain,  the 
names  only  of  the  hundred  of  Edlbury,  and  a 
ftately  old  tree,  which  they  call  the  Finny  Oak, 
which  are  faid  to  be  derived  from  the  town  or 
city  of  Edelfled,  and  the  fort  or  caftle  of  Finbo- 
row,  only  excepted:  I  had  rather  leave  to  the 
credit  of  thofe  reports  and  writers,  th.m  labour 
farther  for  a  thing,  which  if  we  and,  we  can  never 
recover.. 

I  alfo  let  pafs  fome  old  prophecies,  fome  con- 
ceited names  of  trees,  of  mols-pits,  pools,  long 
O  o  2  ftv^^vs 
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ihoots  of  old  archers,  as  alfo  the  horle  race  one  or 
two,  and  the  late  new  found  well,  which  I  hope 
I  may  take  the  liberty  to  leave  untouched,  be- 
caufe  I  fuppofc  my  long  journey  in  this  little 
hundred  hath  well  nigh  tired  my  reader  already. 


WiKRAL     Hundied. 

I  HAVE  laboured  to  caft  the  hundred  of  Wir- 
ral  by  the  dimenlions  thereof  into  fome  refem- 
Uance,  and  though,  geometrically  confideied,  it 
comes  neareft  to  the  figure  of  a  long  fquare,  or 
rather  a  rhomboides,  yet  becaufe  the  long  fides 
are  not  ftraight  lines,  nor  the  opppfite  ends  equal 
in  dieir  diftance,  we  muft  take  it  as  it  is  irregu- 
lar, and  the  neareft  refemblance  that  I  can  ^e  it, 
is  the  fole  of  a  lady's  left-foot  pantofle,  for  the 
fartheft  north-weft  end,  compaflcd  with  the  fea, 
falls  fomewhat  round ;  then  it  narrows  itielf  both 
ways,  and  between  Bebbington  on  the  eaft,  and 
Oldfield  on  the  weft  fide,  falls  narrow  of  the 
fole  ;  then  it  widens  itfdf  either  way  to  Stanney  on 
one  fide,  and  Burton  on  the  other,  where  it  is 
broadeft  •,  then  narrowing  again  till  it  points  with 
the  tip  of  the  toe  upon  Chefter  liberties.  Mr, 
Cambden  fitly  calls  it  a  languet  of  the  land,  and 
promontory  of  the  main  land,  ftiooting  into  the 
fea,  inclofed  on  the  one  fide  with  Dee- mouth,  on 
the  other  fide  with  the  Merfcy.  The  Welfli  Bri- 
tons call  it  Killgurry,  becaufe  it  is  an  angle. 
That  it  was  in  old  time  a  foreft,  I  think  cannot 
be  doubted,  but  that  it  fliould  not  be  inhabited, 
or  disforefted,  till  king  Edward  the  Third*s  time, 
that  I  fuppofe  to  be  true  but  in  part  j  for  the 

very 
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yciy  antiquity  of  the  church,  fon>e  caftles,  mo- 
naftcries,  and  the  very  manurage  of  the  xnoft  part 
of  it  yet  appearing,  argue  the  contrary. 

But  I  will  not  (Contend,  .i^br  it  fuiiiceth  me  that 
I  can  bo^ft  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  there  now, 
and  of  their  induftrious  predeceflors  too,  th^t  it 
1$  at  prefent  one  of  the  fnolc  fertile  parts,  and  cojtp^ 
parable,  if  not  excee4ing,  any  other  jfo  much  in 
quantity  of  the  whole  county  befides.  And  this 
will  our  weel^y  market  of  Chefter  for  com  and 
filh  makjc  gocd  for  me,  and  ii  I  added  fleib  too, 
I  ihould  not  piifs  it  much. 

To  proceed  with  the  defcription  of  it,  I  (hall 
need  to  lead  you  but  one  walk  over  the  length  of 
it,  and  back  again,  which  I  will  covenant  to  dif- 
patch  with  mi^h  brevity,  if  I  may  i,n  my  wa}k 
make  fome  indentures  on  either  hand,  as  the& 
jovial  fellows  we  fee  fometimes  do,  when  coming 
out  of  the  tavern,  they  indent  their  jour;iie$  down 
the  ftreet,  to  iurvey  tlieir  friends  on  either  fide. 

We  will  here  fet  in,  at  the  tip  of  the  toe, 
which  comes  to  the  ftoqe-bridge  almoft  at  Chefter ; 
^4  firft,  we  will  follow  that  water  dividing  this 
from  Broxton  hundred,  which  will  bring  us  a 
little  l^hind  Upton  to  Chorlton,  and  then  to  the 
Lea,  a  fair  houfe,  and  fine  demefne,  fo  called, 
and  hath  been  the  manfion  for  fome  deicents  of 
the  Glfiziers,  efquires,  of  ipecial  j\ote  and  good 
account.  And  next  unto  it  lies  Backford  town 
and  church,  and  hard  by  it  the  feat  of  our  wor* 
thy  prothonotary,  Henry  Berkenhead,  efquire,  a 
^ndbman  whom  the  whole  country  moft  deferv- 
edly  acknowledges  to  have  inherited,  together 
witii  ^is  place,  that  humanity  and  f^ir  deport- 
QK^nt  that  were  in  his  father  and  ance^prs  before 
Jtum.  From  whence  as  we  go  lye  &e  on  the  weft 
ojt  us  Capenhurft^  a  fine  loirdihipj  belonging  to 

the 
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the  hcufcs  of  Cholmondclcy  and  Pool,  and  in  :hc 
lame  one  gentleman's  feat. 

By  oi:r  brook  lies  Crcughton,  a  Tr.enr.bcr  of  tl^c 
lordihip  of  John  Hurlclton,  efquirr,  forir.erly 
mentioned ;  and  from  thence  v.e  come  to  Stcke, 
a  little  parilh-church  adjoining  to  that  fair  de- 
mefne  and  ancient  feat  of  the  Bunburies,  of  good 
woi-fhip,  called  Stanny-hall,  and  which  may  be 
glad  of  the  worthy  prefcnt  owi^er.  Sir  henry 
Bunburj-,  knight,  whofe  grave  and  well-difpofed 
courles  procure  unto  him  a  fpecial  good  efti- 
maticn,  for  his  endeavours  to  do  good  in 
public  government,  and  his  more  private  affairs 
alfo. 

We  turn  us  now  towards  our  journey  more 
weftv/ards,  paffing  by  Whitby  ;  and  from  whence 
it  may  feem  the  Whitbys  derived  their  name, 
of  whom  this  gentleman,  that  now  bears  Ipecial 
part  in  the  government  of  this  cit}%  has  ad- 
vanced their  names  to  no  mean  d^ee  of  deferved 
eftimation. 

'J  hen  holding  on  ov.r  courfe  we  go  by  Grjat 
Suttr;n,  a  goocily  Icrdfhip,  and  v/here  hath  L>ern 
a  famous  fear,  called  Surton-court,  the  inheri- 
tance now  of  Sir  Robert  Cholmondclcy  •,  and 
upon  our  other  hand  Pool,  a  fair  ancient  feat, 
with  a  park,  of  which  the  long  continued  race  of 
the  Pooh  have  borne  that  name,  and  it  is  very 
probable  have  been  the  anceftors  of  fome  ver\' 
great  families  of  that  name  in  other  countries  •, 
the  prelent  owner  there  John  Pool,  efquire.  Nenr 
unto  which  we  fee  alfo  Stanlcv/,  now  a  farm  of 
the  laid  Mr.  Pool's. 

But  there  was  a  monafter)"  founded  by  the  fa- 
mous Lacy,  conftable  of  Chefter,  about  the  year 
ii;j,  taking  the  name  from  Steny-hill  ^  but  for 
the  unrulincfs  of  the  Merfey-watcr,  they  mifliked 

their 
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their  feat  there,  and  found  means  to  be  tranflated 
from  thence  to  Whaley,  in  Lancafhire. 

We  come  next  to  Hooton,  a  goodly  ancient 
manor  and  fair  part,  which,  ever  fince  the  reign  of 
king  Richard  the  Second,  hath  been  the  feat  of 
the  Stanleys  of  Hooton,  gentlemen  of  great  dig- 
nity and  worth,  deriving  their  pedigree  from 
Alan  Silvefter,  upon  whom  Ranulph^he  firft  earl 
of  Chefter  beftowed  the  bailiwick  of  the  forelt 
of  Wirral,  and  delivered  unto  him  a  horn,  to  be 
the  token  of  his  gift;  frorp  whence  v.'e  gather,  * 
that  Wirral  was  holdcn  to  be  a  place  of  no  meaji 
account  in  thole  times  ;  where  have  continued  the 
fame  Stanleys  in  a  diiedl  fucceflion,  and  was  late- 
ly poflcfled  by  a  very  worthy  and  noble-minded 
knight,  Sir  Rowland  Stanley,  who  lived  there 
to  the  age  (I  have  heard)  of  near  one  hundred 
years,  and  lived  to  be  the  oldcft  knight  in  this 
land;  which  I  note  the  rather,  to  approve  the 
healthfulnefs  of  the  place,  and  where  his  fourth 

feneration,  his  fon's  fon's  fon  was  at  the  time  ot 
is  deccafe.     Near  unto  which  ftands  Eaftham, 
the  parifh-church  and  lordfhip. 

Next  beyond  it  we  leave  on  our  left-hand  Brin- 
(tone,  and  fo  come  to  Pooton,  or  Poolton,  of 
which  name  there  is  another  townlhip,  from 
which  this  is  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Lance- 
lot ;  and  the  next  to  that  is  Brumbrough,.  a  pret- 
ty town,  with  a  chapel ;  and  therein  Daniel  Ba- 
vand,  efquire,  hath  a  fair  houfe  and  demcfne ; 
next  which  lies  Nether  Bebbington  and  Over 
Bebbington,  the  precinfts  whereof  take  up  in  this 
traft  a  large  extent ;  the  one  a  church-town,  witii 
a  fair  church  and  goodly  parfonage,  the  other  a 
member  of  the  parilh,  and  where  John  Minflial, 
of  Minflial,  efquire,  hath  great  ftorc  of  fair  pof- 
ie01ons. 

Upon 
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Upon  our  left-hand  we  leave  Stoorton,  a  lord^ 
(hip,  and  fo  go  bjr  Prenton,  where  one  race  of 
the  Haukenhuls  have  a  fine  houfe  and  demefne  ; 
the  prefent  owner  thereof  John  Okenhall,  c(quirc. 
Beyond  which  licth  Lanian,  or  Landecan,  a  town- 
(hip,  with  pretty  farms  in  it,  the  landis  of  Sir 
Richard  Wilbraham,  knight  and  bsironet,  for- 
merly mentioned  -,  and  from  thence  we  go  next  to 
Woodchurch,  a  parifh-church,  and  a  neat  parfo- 
nage  by  it ;  beneath  which,  looking  towards  the 
Merfey  again,  lies  a  goodly  vale  and  pleaiiuit 
track,  in  which  we  may  fee  Upton,  a  fine  lord- 
fhip,  wherein  ftand  the  houfe  and  demefne,  where 
a  long  defcent  of  gentlemen  have  had  continu- 
ance, fprung  from  the  houfe  of  Bould,  of  Bould 
in  Lancashire,  the  now  owner  thereof  Peter 
Bould,  efquire,  to  whom  I  owe  particular  re(peds 
of  love  •,  and  next  unto  this  Oxton ;  and  then 
nearer  to  the  Merfey  fide  the  townfhip  of  Traw- 
more ;  and  near  to  that  is  a  fine  leat  of  that 
worthy  gentleman,  whom  elfewhere  we  remem- 
bered, John  Minlhal,  ofMinfhal,  efquire,  called 
Derby  Houfe. 

Thence,  on  our  left-hand,  we  fee  Caughton, 
where  Mr.  Thomas  Powel  hath  fair  lands ;  and 
then  leaving  the  ferry,  where  the  paflage  lies  over 
into  Lancafhire,  to  Liverpool,  we  ftep  over  into 
Berket-wood,  and  where  hath  been  a  famous 
priory,  the  foundation  whereof  I  am  not  yet  in- 
ftrufted  for,  but  now  a  very  goodly  demefne, 
and  which  is  come  (by  defcent  from  the  Worfleys, 
men  of  great  pofleffions)  now  to  a  gentleman  of 
much  worth,  Thomas  Powel,  efquire,  the  heir  of 
that  ancient  feat  of  Horfley,  in  the  county  of 
Flint,  and  one  whom  our  county  may  gladly  re- 
ceive to  be  added  to  the  number  of  thofe  that 
deferve  better  commendation  than  I  am  fit  to  give 

them; 
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them  ;  though  unto  him  I  am  particularly  bound 
to  extend  my  wits  to  a  higher  reach  tlian  here  I 
will  make  trial  of. 


Tif^   Charter   of  Hamon    Massie   of  the 
Church  ^BoWDON. 

TO  all  Chriftians  that  fhall  fee  or  he^f  this 
prefent  writing;  Hamon  Maflie,  fon  and 
heir  of  Hamon  tlie  Fourth,  fends  greeting : 
Know  ye,  that  I  have  given  and  confirmed  tor 
the  health  of  my  foul,  and  the  fouls  of  my  an- 
ceftors :  And  have  confirmed  with  this  my  pre- 
fent charter,  and  for  me  and  my  heirs,  have 
quit-claimed  to  God«  and  the  blefTed  Virgin,  and 
the  Saint  James,  and  to  the  prior  and  convent  of 
fierkenhcad  there  ferving  God,  in  pure  and  per- 
petual alms,  half  an  acre  of  land  in  Donham ; 
to  wit,  that  which  lieth  between  the  land  of  the 
church  of  Bowdon,  and  the  land  of  John,  Provoft 
pf  Donham ;  and  one  acre  of  land  in  Latheker, 
at  the  head  of  the  croft  of  John,  Villein  of 
Thomas  Criar,  together  with  the  advowfon  and 
donation  of  the  church  of  Bowdon,  with  all  the 
appurtenances;  to  have  and  to  hold  unto  the 
atorcfaid  prior  and  convent,  and  their  fucceflbrs 
for  ever.  Thefc  being  witnefles,  the  Iqrd  Gun^ 
feline,  of  Badlifc-mere,  juftice  of  Chefter-,  the 
lord  Symon,  then  abbot  of  St.  Werburg  of  Chef^ 
tcr ;  the  lord  Urianus  of  St.  Peter  of  Ardewie ; 
Patrick  of  Hefelwal,  Roger  Domvile,  Godfrid 
Clark;  Richard  of  Maflie,  then  Iheriff  of  Chefter; 
William  Lancelin,  Robert  of  PuUe,  Bertram  of 
Mell,  4nd  many  others. 

Vol.  I.  P  p  ^otb<r 
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Another  Charter  of  the  fame  Hamon. 

TO  all  the  children  of  the  holy  church,  chiefly 
to  my  heirs  and  friends,  and  all  my  tenants, 
clerks,  and  laymen,  as  well  to  the  prefent,  as  the 
future,  Hamon  Maffie  fends  greeting :  Be  it  known 
to  you,  that  I  have  granted  fuch  liberties  to  the 
monks  of  Berkenhead,  and  have  confirmed  with 
this  my  prefent  charter;  to  wit,  of  the  eleftion  of  the 
priors,  that  when  the  prior  of  that  place  (hould  die, 
another  prior  may  fucceeed  of  that  priory,  whom 
all  the  benediction  of  that  priory  (hall  choofein  this 
pre-eminence  and  power  of  elefting  of  their  prior; 
1  have  for  ever  granted  unto  the  atbrefaid  monks, 
for  their  quiet  and  aflurance,  forme  and  my  heirs, 
according  to  Pope  Alexander's  bull  and  privilege 
confirmed  unto  them.     Witnefe,  &c. 

Beyond  which,  we  have  only  that  other  Pulton, 
called  by  the  name  of  Seacombe,  till  we  come  to 
the  north-weftern  (hore,  lying  upon  the  Vergivian 
or  Irilh  Sea,  where  arefituated  the  townfhip,  parifh, 
and  church  of  Kirby,  in  Walley,  or  Walfey,  a 
town  which  hath  fair  lands,  and  where  lie  thofe 
fair  fands,  or  plains,  upon  the  (hore  of  the  (ca, 
which,  for  the  fitnefs  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  allure  the 
gentlemen  and  others  oft  to  appoint  great  matches, 
and  venture  no  fmall  fums  in  trying  the  fwiftnefs 
pf  their  horfes. 

And  fo  we  come  to  Bidfton,  a  goodly  houfe, 
demefne,  and  park  of  the  right  honourable  William 
Earl  of  Derby ;  which,  though  it  be  lei's  than  ma- 
ny other  feats  which  his  honour  hath,  wherein  to 
make  his  refidence,  when  he  is  fo  pleafed ;  yet  for 
the  pleafant  iituation  of  this,  and  the  variety  of  no- 
ble delights  appendant  to  it,  his  lord(hip  fecms 

much 
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much  to  aflfed  the  fame,  and  cnlargeth  the  conve- 
nicncies  therein  for  his  pleafure  and  abode  many 
ways,  which,  with  craving  pardon  for  my  bold 
coUeflion,  I  fuppofe  his  honour  doth  out  of  his 
honourable  love  to  this  our  country,  that  we  might 
have  the  more  of  his  prefence  here,  where  he  bears 
the  great  places  of  his  majefty's  lord  lieutenant  in 
the  caufes  military,  and  the  Prince's  highnefs* 
chamberlain  of  the  county  palatine^  as  his  noble 
and  worthy  anceflors  have  done  before  him. 

Following  the  circuit  of  the  (hire,  we  come  next 
to  Great  Meoles,  which  gives  nftme  and' feat  to  an 
ancient  family  of  Meoles  5  whence  we  go  by  Morc^ 
ton,  and  then  by  Saughall  Ma(fie,  a  very  gallant 
lordfhip;  and  leaving  Overchurch  on  our  left 
hand,  in  which  we  pafs  by  Newton,  and  fomewhat 
bcyonci  that  by  Greafby,  where  we  hold  on  nearer 
the  fhorc,  and  take  with  us  Weft-Kirby :  Here  in 
the  utmoft  weftern  nook  of  this  promontory,  divid- 
ed from  the  land,  lies  that  little  barren  ifland  call- 
cd  Ilbree,  or  Hilbree ;  in  which,  it  is  faid,  thene 
was  fome  time  a  cell  of  monks,  though  I  fcarce  be* 
licveit;  for  that  kindof  people  loved  warmer  feats 
than  this  could  ever  be. 

From  thence  we  come  next  to  the  Graunge, 
which  I  would  rather  think  to  be  that  feat  where 
thofe  monks  eat  their  beef  and  brewis,  and  which 
is  now  pofleffed  by  William  Glegge,  efquire,  being 
defcended  to  him  from  his  anceftor^ ;  upon  the  fide 
of  this  to  the  eaft,  lies  Franklcy,  a  large  townftiip, 
and  fo  we  come  to  the  two  townfhips.  Great  and 
Little  Caldey. 

Near  unto  which  lies  the  ftation  or  landing-place 
for  their  boats  and  barges,  with  their  laden  and 
unladen  commodities,  called  the  Red-Bank ;  fo  I 
•cake  it  from  the  colour  of  the  rock  upon  the  (hore 
Mnk ;  and  near  unto  this  lies  Irby,  another  fair 
iordlhip,  wherein  the  Balls,  freeholders,  have  a 
*  P  p  2  good 
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good  feat.  And  we  come  thence  to  Thuiilanton^ 
the  ancient  feat  of  the  Whitmores,  of  Thurftanton, 

the  owner  now  Whitmore,  efquirc;  which 

race,  whether  they  had  their  beginning  from  the 
city  of  Chefter,  in  which  have  been  many  mayors 
of  that  name ;  or,  that  from  them  came  the  name 

.  into  Chcftcf;  their  own  evidence,  wherewithal  I 
9m  not  acquainted,  can  better  declare  it  than  I  can. 
.Pn  the  eaft  fide  of  it  lies  Barnfton,  whence  it  is 
like  the  Barnftons,  gentlemen  in  Broxton  hundred, 

:.had  their  own  name  firft  ;  and  upon  the  j(hore  fide, 
we  come  next  to  the  Old-field,  where  we  faid  the 
Jiarrowcft  place  of  the  hundred  is  fuppofcd  ;  and  it 
is  like  hath  given  name  to  thofe  gentlemen  the 
Oldficlds,  of  whom  we  have  made  mention  be- 
fore. 

Our  next  remove  is  to  Hefwall,  or  Heflljwall,  a 
town  where  ftand  the  parifh  church  and  parfonage, 
finely  fituated,  and  there  extends  to  it  a  fair  lord- 
Jhip  of  Thornton  Mayow^  and  Raby,  another  very 
plcaiant  vein  of  a  large  precinct. 

But  near  the  fca  iidty  wc  come  to  Gayton,  the 
leat  of  that  ancipnt  raceof  Gleggcs,  of  Gayton,  now 
tlu*  poiVclVion  of  Edward  Glcggc,  elq.  a  gentleman 
Will  reputed  ;  and  next  unto  this  lies  Leighton,  in 
whicli  IS  leated,  in  avery  ancient  houfe,  and  fine  de- 
nuMne,  another  branch  of  the  Whitmorts,  of  a  very 
great  del'cent,  the  owner  now  \Vm.  Whitmore,  elq. 
And  next  neighbour  to  this  are  the  well-known  town, 
parilh  church,  and  port  of  Great  Nefton  ;  and  the 
ufual  place  where  our  paflengers  into  Ireland  do  \o 
often  lie  waiting  the  Icifure  of  the  winds,  which 
makes  many  people  better  acquainted  with  this 
place  than  they  defire  to  be,  though  here  be  want- 
ing no  convenient  entertainment,  if  no  other  wants 
be  in  the  way  •,  and  here  is  the  fl:ation  of  the  fhips, 
called  The  New  Key,  where  they  embark  and  dif- 
f  mbark  both  men,  hprfes,  kine,  and  all  other  com- 

mt)dities, 
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aiodities,  on  the  back  df  this  Ncfton ;  to  the  eaft 
lies  a  large  tra£t  of  heath  and  commons,  and  there- 
in a  fair  lordlhip  called  Chilter  Thornton. 

But  keeping  ftill  our  Ihcre,  we  come  to  Nefle. 
And  next  to  that  more  landwards  WooUafton,  a 
great  breadth  of  grounds.  And  then  have  we  Bur- 
ton, a  pretty  town.  And  a  landing  place  by  the 
fide  of  a  great  brow  of  a  promontory  reaching  into 
the  lea^  they  call  it  Burton-head ;  and  next  to  this 
wc  come  to  that  gallant,  lofty  leat  of  Puddington, 
overlooking  the  fea  which  fo  far  holds  on  her  largi 
breath  unlimited  within  the  mouth  of  Dee,  whereia 
have  continued  the  race  of  the  Maflies,  which  has 
been  a  great  name,  derived  into  many  branches  from 
that  Hamon  Maffie,  one  of  the  earls  barons,  and 
the  owner  now  Sir  William  Maffie,  knight,  who 
adds  more  luftre  to  the  fame  of  his  predeceflbrs ; 
which  feat  is  alfo  beautified  with  a  fine  park  •,  a 
great  fpacious  common,  which  they  vulgarly  called 
Motherlefs  Heath,  lies  eaftward  behind  this  a  great 
way  further,  at  the  one  fide  whereof  we  fee  Led- 
(ham ;  and  fo  we  come  to  Shotwick,  a  little  parilh 
church,  and  near  unto  it  an  ancient  houfe  that  hath 
belonged  to  John  Hockenhall,  of  Hockenhall,  efq. 
and  fo  we  come  to  that  gallant  park  called  Shot- 
wick-Park,  where  fometimes  have  been,  and  yet 
are  remaining,  the  ruins  of  a  fair  caftle  that  ilands 
upon  the  brink  of  Dee  within  the  park,  in  which 
is  alfo  a  fine  lodge  for  the  habitation  of  the  keep- 
ers of  the  Princefs  Highnefs's  deer  in  that  park, 
and  is  in  the  holding  of  Sir  Richard  Wilbraham, 
whom  we  have  often  mentioned ;  from  whence  wc 
come  prefently  to  Great  Saughall,  a  fair  lordfhip, 
and  chiefly  belonging  to  his  Highnefs ;  and  Little 
Saughall,  another  fine  townihip,  the  lands  of  fundry 
freeholders  there  inhabiting^   and  along  by  the 

J^recinAs  of  them  both,  lies  a  place  called  ancient- 
y  Kinigwood,  whfire^  now  his  Higlmefs's  tenants 
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have  made  inclofures  to  the  great  encreafe  of  corn 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  And  next  to  this 
lies,  firft  a  goodly  ancient  feat,  upon  the  brow  of 
Dee  banks,  called  Blacon-Hall,  the  name  of  the 
whole  lordfhip,  the  lands  of  Sir  William  Norris, 
knightof  the  Bath,  whom  Lancafhire  hath  the  moft 
intereft  in  making  his  chief  refidence  among  them, 
where  he  hath  great  pofleflions ;  and  then  adjoineth 
Crabhall,thc  demelhe  of  William  GamuU,  a  prime 
alderman  of  the  city  of  Chefter,  whom  we  have  for- 
merly and  Ihall  hereafter  mention:  Who  there 
hath  a  moft  delicate  fine  houfe  to  retire  unto  at  his 
pleafure,  and  choice  appendants  both  for  pleafurc 
and  profit :  Round  about  it  we  have  nothing  left, 
but  upon  our  left  hand  the  two  Mollingtons  called 
Banefter  and  Torrent,  a  fair  lordfhip,  and  whereof 
much  of  the  lands  have  belonged  to  the  Mordaunts, 
^reat  knights  of  Ocley,  in  Bedfordfliire,  but  now  to 
Icveral  purchafers  in  thofe  parts.  And  thus  we  ar- 
rive again  at  the  tip  of  the  toe  in  our  defcription, 
being  to  come  home  prefently  to  our  famous  city 
again. 

Nothing  dothmore  illuftrate  and  dignify  a  coun- 
try, a  city,  a  nation,  or  a  people,  than  a  well  or- 
dered, a  long  continued,  and  a  thoroughly  main- 
tained government,  together  with  the  fame,  va- 
lour, grcatnefs,  and  noble  virtues  of  the  govern- 
ors •,  whereupon  next  to  out*  defcription,  which 
we  have  thus  rudely  I  contefs  run  over,  of  the 
parts  and  whole  of  the  city  and  country ;  it  per- 
tinently follows,  we  Ihould  with  like  brevity  de- 
liver feme  remembrances  of  the  government  and 
governors  which  have  here  borne  the  fway,  and 
have  left  recorded  to  all  pofterity  not  only  the 
fame  and  high  eftimation  of  their  perfons,  but 
alfo  made  the  place  much  more  renowned,  which 
hath  for  fo  many  ages,  next  under  the  fovereign 
power  over  the  whole  monarchy,  carried  a  pre- 

hemi- 
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heminence  in  the  particular  regimen  of  this  fhire^ 
as  will  appear  in  the  recital  of  the  famous  perfons 
which  have  borne  rule  and  command  here. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  our  purpofe,  though 
I  hold  Mr.  Stowe*s  method  the  beft  that  could  be 
taken,  who,  after  his  general  furvey,  fpeaks  dif- 
tinitly,  firft  of  the  fpiritual,  then  of  the  temporal 
government  of  London ;  for  fo  the  order  of  the 
lime  of  their  feveral  rules  gave  him  juft  occaHon 
to  do;  yet  the  government  having  been  chiefly 
and  primarily  here  in  the .  perfons  of  our  noble 
and  famous  earls,  I  think  it  moftfit  firft  to  begin 
with  them,  and  fo  come  to  other  degrees,  as  the 
order  of  time  and  otJier  confiderations  fball  lead 
us  to. 

But  upoa  my  fetting  in  to  begin  my  relation  of 
the  earls  of  Chefler,  I  find  an  exceeding  great 
difficulty  how  to  give  fatisfa&ion  to  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  various  readers,  that  may  be  diverfe- 
ly  afFefted  to  the  writers  of  thefc  matters,  from 
whom  I  muft  fetch  my  grounds  for  what  I  deliver : 
Many  authors  have  written  of  fome  noble  perfons, 
to  whom  they  have  given  the  title  of  the  carls  of 
Chefler  before  the  coming  in  of  William  the  Nor- 
man, called  the  Conqueror  ;  our  late  writers,  and 
the  moft  judicious  among  them,  though  they  dc- 
traft  not  from  the  fame  of  thofe  worthies  which 
have  been  fo  ftyled  earls,  yet  they  give  little  ap- 
probation to  the  reports  of  the  faid  writers  toucli- 
ing  that  denomination  of  the  earldom  of  Chefler ; 
here  is  now  the  flraight  I  am  in ;  loth  I  am  either 
injurioufly  to  fupprefs  what  the  one  fort  have  de- 
livered, or  rafhly  to  diffent  from  them  that  have 
been  mofl  lludious  for  the  truth ;  and  if  I  may 
any  way  wind  out  of  this  brake  by  the  courtefy 
of  my  reader,  I  think  it  mufl  be  this :  I  will 
chiefly  report  fomc  few  remembrances  which  are 
.made  of  ibur  or,^£iire  earls  before  the  conquefl ; 

and 
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and  thenccMne  to  that  fettled  and  well  known  fuc- 
ccfiion  of  them  fince  the  conqueft,  leaving  every  oAc 
liberty  to  inform  themfelves,  as  they  6nd  meanar. 
•The  firft  earl  of  Chefter  we  read  of,  is  Edolf 
or  Edoll,  whom  both  Ran.  Ceftrenfis,  and  Fa^ 
bian,  in  his  Chronicle,  do  record  to  have  been 
carl  here,  thoush  fome  call  him  earl  of  Glouccfte^, 
which  he  m^t  be  alfo,  about  the  year  of  our 
Lord  47 1,  and  in  the  dme  of  Vortigern*s  govtriw 
ment ;  and  then  when  the  treacherous  contention 
iUl  out  betwixt  Vordgem  and  Hengiit 

But  hear,  how  this  earl  EdbU,  in  that  fuddea 
treachery  of  Hengplft  againft  the  Britons,  upon  a 
{Mctence  (^meeting  for  peace,  behaved  himfelf, 
and  with  a  ftake  out  of  a  hedge,  being  otherwife 
unarmed,  with  main  force  and  valour,  flew  ((bmc 
fay)  ieventeen,  others  fay  feveAty,  of  his  armed 
enemies,  and  how  afterwards  he  took  Hengift  m  a 
batde,  brought  him  to  Conningborou^h,  and 
there  beheaded  him :  Being  things  not  (o  perti- 
nent  to  my  purpofe,  I  omit,  and  leave  to  be  read 
in  thofe  hiftories. 

The  fecond  earl  of  Chefter  our  writers  term 
him  diverfely,  fome  by  the  name  of  Curfon,  and 
fome  Curfall,  and  others  Surfalem,  and  he  is  faid 
to  be  one  of  the  knights  of  king  Arthur's  round 
table;  this  mufl:  be  about  ann.  Dom.  6i6.  For 
the  credit  of  whofe  ftory,  I  know  many  that  wifh 
not  to  hear  a  more  authentic  author  than  John- 
Harding's  Chronicle  -,  who  thus,  chap,  the  78  th, 
verifieth : 

Tbefe  were  knights  then  $/  the  table  round j 
Morved  the  earl^  that  time^  of  Gloucejier : 
Of  Sbrewjburyj  the  earl  Harold  that  fiound  : 
^he  earl  Mawren  alfo  offVorcefter : 
^he  earl  Eugence  that  was  of  Leicefter  : 
Arcbgale  the  earl  of  Warwick  full  courageous  ; 
fie  earl  Curfon  of  Chefter  fuU  tm^eous.  • 

Very 
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Very  few  matters  are  found  to  be  recorded  of 
this. earl  •,  yet  John  Stowe  affirmeth  him  to  be 
one  fpecial  gentleman  at  the  coronation  of  king 
Arthur,  and  lb  doth  Galfrid  the  monk,  of  Mon- 
mouth, that  Curfon  or  Surfalcm,  by  which  he  al- 
fo  calls  him,  with  many  other  nobles,  was  flain 
in  the  battle,  when  Arthur  overcame  Lucius  the 
Roman  captain. 

The  third  earl  we  find  mentioned  was  Leo- 
fricus,  who  v/as  a  great  ftatefman  in  this  king- 
dom in  the  time  of  Canutus,  the  noble  king  of 
the  Danifh  race  j  and  by  the  coUeftion  of  Hoi- 
linlhead,  this  Leofricus  bare  great  Iway,  not  on- 
ly in  king  Canute's  time,  but  afterwards  was  the  only 
man  of  power  and  greatnefs,  by  whofe  help  arid 
furtherance,  Edward,  the  fon  of  Egelred,  was 
advanced  to  the  crown  and  chiefeft  dignity  :  Of 
which  Leofricus,  we  alfo  read  much  in  the  Afts 
and  Monuments,  Vol.  I.  lib.  iii.  fol.  215,  and 
in  Languet's  Chronicle,  fol.  195.  part  iii.  and 
in  Polycron,  lib.  vi.  cap.  xxii,  and  in  Fabian's 
Chron.  part  vi.  chap.  ccx.  and  in  Grafton's  Abridge- 
ment of  Chronicles-,  who,  in  the  life  of  Edward  the 
Confeflbr,  fpeaks  fo  much  of  the  great  power  of  this 
Leofricus,  that  he  calls  him  earl  of  Mcrcia,  and  of 
Chefter  •,  and  in  one  place  king  of  Chefter. 

It  will  not  be  amils  to  fet  you  down  the  ufes  of 
Henry  Bradfhaw,  touching  this  earl,  becaufc 
therein  is  contained  both  his  own  and  William 
t)f  Malmfbury's  teftimony  of  him :  Alfo,  from  the 
birth  of  our  blelTed  Saviour  one  thoufand  fifty 
and  feven  years  cxprefs  in  the  time  of  St.  Edward, 
king  and  confeflbr  j  as  William  of  Malmlbury 
beareth  witnefs ;  then  Leofricus,  a  man  of  great 
meeknefs,  was  earl  of  Chefter,  duke  of  the  Mer- 
cians, and  fon  of  duke  Leofwine,  by  lineal  defcent  : 
Thofe  writers  record  many  great  and  charitable 
works  of  his,  amongft  which  his  building  of  St. 
'Vol.  I.  CLq  Wer- 
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Werburgh'S)  and  St.  John's  churches,  in  Cheflter, 
pie  not  the  Icaft. 

He  founded  the  abbey  of  Co?tntry,  and  to  the 
church  thereof)  at  his  death,  they  lay  he  left  an 
incftimabletreafure  of  rich  jewels  and  ornaments. 

The  iloiy  which  they  record  of  obtainingthe  fran- 
chifement  for  Coventry  by  the  fuit  of  Godwina,  I 
'  rather  hold  it  a  pretty  tale,  than  that  it  was  Res 
nBa^  for  bein^  lb  noble  and  fo  wife  a  man,  as  by 
aU  other  his  doinra  b  apparent  that  he  was,  it  is  not 
probable  that  ei&r  he  would  impofe,  or  that  na- 
me lady  undergo,  fuch  a  needled,  unprofitable, 
and  indecent  talk,  as  to  ride  naked  thrbu^  the 
city,  for  obtaining  that  freedom,  which,  no  doubt, 
fiich  a  virtuous  lady  might  obtain  from  (b  prince- 
far  a  governor,  without  an  aftual  performance  of 
iuch  an  obedience,  efpedally  to  be  done  by  his 
own  wife»  which  had  been  too  much  to  have  en- 
joined to  Us  captive  or  enemy :  To  fajr  nothing 
that  they  differ  in  their  relation,  feme  faying,  that 
this  Godwina  was  wife  to  Leofricus:  Others,  that 
flie  was  wife  to  Leofwine,  father  of  Leofricus : 
which  Leofwine  alfo  was  called  duke  of  Mercia, 
and  was  a  moft  honourable  perfon  of  great  power 
and  authority  in  his  time. 

I  have  delivered  my  own  opinion,  but  I  fhall 
be  cenfured  as  cenforious  towards  my  authors,  and 
therefore  take  the  ftory  with  you  too,  and  judge 
of  it«as  you  pleafe. 

This  worthy  duchefs  Godwina,  being  earncft 
with  the  duke  for  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Co* 
ventry,  the  fame  was  granted,  upon  condition  flie 
would  ride  naked  through  the  city :  This  t^k, 
her  love  to  them  inforced  her  to  undertake;  which 
to  do,  (he  made  choice  of  the  day,  and  command- 
ed all  the  inhabitants  to  make  clofe  their  doors 
and  windows  that  day,  and  none  to  look  out  in  any 
wife,  which  they  didj  yet  as  Ihe  rode,  with  ifo 

other 
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Other  covering,  fave  her  own  goodly  hair,  fpread- 
ing  over  her  naked  body,  the  norfe  fhe  rode  upon 
chanced  to  neigh  j  at  the  hearing  of  which  noifc, 
one  man  (unmannerly  lout  that  he  was)  (lipped 
down  a  window,  and  looked  forth:  How  the 
man  was  punifhed  I  read  not  •,  but  for  this  caufe, 
they  fay^  all  freedoms  elfe  were  granted,  but 
hones,  and  they  are  not  freed  there  unto  this  day. 

The  fourth  earl  of  Chcfter,  before  the  conquclt, 
is  faid  to  be  Algarus,  and  he  was  fon  to  the  ^ore- 
named  Leofricus ;  to  whom,  as  Fabian  hath  it, 
king  Edward  the  Confcflbr  gave  the  earldom  of 
JHarakl,  the  fon  of  Godwin  •,  and  of  this  Algarus 
the  reports  are  variable  and  divers,  fome  writing 
of  his  noble  and  valiant  exploits,  fome  of  his. 
combinations  with  Griffith,  the  fon  of  Llewellin,  a 
prince  of  Wales,  and  of  great  viftories,  that  they 
together  atchieved  againft  the  duke  of  Mercia, 
and  others:  Of  him  you  may  read  in  David  Powcl's 
Hiftory  of  Cambria,  about  pages  91,  ^7,  and  g^^ 
and  in  other  chronicles. 

As  for  the  uncertain  reports  ofone  Jonas  (men- 
tioned in  a  chronicle  made  by  a  fchool-mafter  of 
St.  Alban*s),  or  oneOthonel,  whom  others  report  to 
have  been  an  earl  oft  Chefter  before  the  conqueft ; 
neither  is  there  agreement  in  the  times,  when  they 
Ihould  be  earls,  nor  in  any  circumftancc  of  truth, 
to  induce  us  to  believe  the  fame.  And  I  fee  not 
how  I  can  give  better  fatisfadion  herein,  than  re- 
ferring my  reader  to  the  words  of  that  judicious 
and  learned  gentleman  Sir  John  Pern,  in  his  fc- 
cond  part  of  Lacie's  nobility,  which,  bccaufe  it 
fcrves  as  well  to  (hew  what  may  bed  be  thought 
mod  probable  touching  the  condition  of  thefe 
earls,  fuppofed  to  be  of  Chefter  before  the  con- 
queft ;  as  alfo,  for  a  good  introduftion  to  that, 
both  beginning  and  fucceffion  of  the  faid  earls  af- 
ter the  conqueft:,  whereof  there  can  be  no  queftion 
Q^q  2  at 
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region  contained  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Not- 
tingham, Chefter,  Salop,  Stafford,  Worcefter, 
Gloucefter,  Oxford,  Buckingham,  Hertford,  Bed- 
ford, Huntingdon,  Northampton,  Lciccfter,  and 
Warwick,  and  therefore  over  thefe  fo  great  and 
large  a  province,  the  kings  defcending  on  the 
Saxon  line,  fubftituted  fuch  a  man  as  excelled  in 
wifdom  and  martial  prowefs  for  a  governor  or  re- 
gent, jfaluting  liim  with  the  honourable  name  of 
the  earl  of  Mercia  :  And  in  this  region  of  Mercia 
were  fucceflively  fundry  governors,  fometimcs 
called  in  ancient  records  dukes,  and  fometimes 
earls  of  Marchland,  even  from  the  year  of  Chrift 
886,  until  the  coming  of  William,  the  baftard 
duke  of  Normandy,  into  England. 

The  recital  of  their  names  for  brevity  I  omit, 
fome  of  the  laft  only  I  muft  fpeak  of:  Edwin  by 
name,  earl  of  Marchland,  who  ruled  there  after 
thofe  two  famous  earls  of  March,  Algarus  the 
fon,  and  Leofrick  the  father,  which  fucceeded 
Edricus  the  Traitor,  juftly  guerdoned  with  the 
puniflimcnt  of  death  by  the  hands  of  Canute  the 
Danilh  king,  for  the  diQoyal  and  treacherous 
murder  of  Edward  Ironfide  his  lord  and  fove- 
reign  •,  but  here  fome  have  delivered,  being  led 
by  the  unfkilfulncfs  of  fome  writers,  that  Leo- 
frick, and  Algarus  his  fon,  were  earls  of  Chefter, 
wherein  they  have,  no  doubt,  ftrayed  from  the 
truth  of  hiftory ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  omitted,  how 
within  the  jurifdiftion  of  Marchland  were  fituated 
-of  old,  and  continuing  in  a  ruinous  (late  until 
this  day,  three  moft  famous  cities,  in  that  age 
comparable  with  any  in  this  land,  yea  even  with 
that  of  London,  as  the  ruins  and  other  antiquities 
in  theni  extant  do  yet  manircft  no  lefs,  namely, 
Lincoln,  Chefter,  r.nd  Ccvcr.try,  and  thefe  three 
-cities  were  frequented  commonly  with  the  feat 
ajid  abode  of  the  earl  or  duke  of  Mercia,  for  the 
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rime  being  •,  and  now  becaufe  that  Leofrick  and 
Algarus  made  their  chiefeft  dwelling  and  ftay  at 
Cheller,  and  in  the  county  adjoining,  for  the  de- 
light and  fweetnefs  of  the  foil  5  ceruin  unflcilful 
men  have  rafhly  called  them  earls  of  Chefter. 

Thus  far  he  :  which  probable  and  learned  dif- 
courfe  of  this  worthy  gentleman  is  fo  far  fronl 
difparaging  the  reputation  and  worth  of  our  coun- 
try, by  making  it  an  error,  to  call  thofe  famous 
men  earls  of  Chefter,  that  it  much  advanceth  and 
cxtoUeth  the  worth  of  the  place,  to  be  one  of  the 
chiefeft  parts  of  that  famous  province  or  region  of 
Marchland,  and  where  the  greateft  of  thofe  noble 
commanders  made  choic^i  chiefly,  to  have  their 
feats  and  refidence :  And  whence  it  is  plain,  thofe 
famous  princes  Leofrick,  Algarus,  and  others, 
who  were  earls  of  March,  and  yet  had  their  ha- 
bitation in  or  near  to  Chefter,  and  to  the  precinfts 
thereof,  were  therefore  called,  as  well  they  might 
be,  earls  of  Chefter  and  of  Merchland. 

To  which  we  may  add,  that  an  earl  was  an  ap- 
pellation of  very  great  honour,  and  of  office  only 
to  the  greateft  commanders  next  to  the  fovereign 
power,  and  came  not  to  be  hereditary  unto  any  until 
the  time  of  the  conqucft ;  and  therefore  here  we 
fitly  fall  upon  the  rehearfal  of  our  noble  earls  of 
Chefter,  of  whom  no  man  need  make  doubt  ei- 
ther of  their  perfons  or  fucceffions,  which  began 
with  the  gift  of  William  the  Conqueror  to  his 
fifter's  fon. 

This  was  Hugh,  fir  named  Lupus,  or  as  the 
Normans  found  it  Loup  ;  whether  fo  called,  be- 
caule  he  bare  the  Wolrs-head  in  the  coat  armour, 
or  that  becaufe  his  name  was  fo  he  bare  that  coat, 
is  a  fitter  matter  for  the  learned  heralds  than  we, 
either  to  difcourfe  upon  or  to  determine. 

Of 
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Of  tbe    Earls    of  Chester    after    the 
CoNoyEST. 

THE  firft  carl  of  Cheftcr  then  after  the  con- 
queft  being  Hugh  Lupus,  you  may  perceive 
in  the  foregoing  defcent,  that  he  was  filter's  fon, 
and  fo  nephew,  to  king  William  the  faid  Conquer- 
or ;  for  Arlet,  the  faid  William's  mother,  after  tlie 
death  of  duke  Robert  her  firft  hufband,  took  to 
her  fecond  huft)and  one  Herlowih,  a  Norman  gen- 
tleman, to  whom  Ihe  bare  a  daughter  named  Em- 
ma, who  married  Richard  earl  of  A  tranches  in 
the  province  of  Conftantine  in  Normandy,  and 
thefe  were  parents  to  Hugh,  who  was  called  Lupus 
or  L«upe  ;  which  young  nobleman  came  into  this 
kingdom  of  England  with  his  uncle  William,  and 
was  fo  high  in  grace  and  favour  with  the  faid  Con- 
queror, not  only  for  the  near  affinity  of  blood, 
but  alfo  for  his  experience,  wifdom,  valour,  and 

Erowefs,  that  it  pleafed  him  to  reward  this  his 
infinan  with  a  dignity  and  place  above  all  the 
reft  of  his  kinfmen  and  friends  that  came  with 
him,  creating  him  earl  palatine  of  Chefter,  and 
iWord-bearer  of  England,  granting  unto  him,  and 
that  province,  moft  ample  privileges,  even  as 
large  and  great  as  could  be  reafonably  required, 
pafTing  in  his  grant  thefe  words.  Habendum  a  //- 
HendutnpradiSl.  com,  Cefirutfibi  ether cdibusfuis^  it^^ 
Rbere  adgladium^Jicut  ipfe  Rex  totam  tenebat  Angliam 
4id  Coronam. 

By  the  relation  of  all  writers,  this  earl  was  of 
moft  excellent  parts  for  rule  and  government  both 
in  war  and  peace,  and  by  his  princely-  carriage  ob- 
tained great  honour  and  dignity  as  well  in  the  af- 
fairs 
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fiirs  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  as  alfo  in  the 
government  ot  his  own  province  and  earldom ; 
where  he  haJ  power  to  create  under  him  many 
barons,  wiiom  he  placed  in  feveral  parts  of  his 
joril"dittion,  giving  unto  them  great  poflcflions, 
and  bellowing  upon  them  largjc  and  fpecial  privi- 
l^es ;  which  barons  were  of  near  employment 
about  him  in  matters  of  counfel  and  attendances 
for  all  great  Icrv  ices.  And  becauie  we  will  not 
interrupt  the  narration  of  this  fucceflion  of  the 
firft  feven  earls  of  this  line,  I  will  leave  thefe  ba- 
rons  to  be  fpoken  of  in  a  place  by  themlelvcs. 

This  Hugh  Lupus  livai  in   great  honour  and 
rcnov/n   all  the  days  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
his  uncle  ;  and  of  William  Rufus*  his  fecond  fon, 
and  fome  years  of  Henry  the  Firft,  the  third  fon ; 
for  he  died  not  till  the  year   1102,  which  was  a- 
bput  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  the  faid  Henry 
the  Firft.     He  performed  great  fcrvices    for   the 
Conqueror  all  the  time  of  his  reign,  being  employ- 
ed both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and  in  Rufus*  time, 
he  was  lent  to  fubdue  Anglefey,  and  to  fupprefs 
the  high  and  haughty  ftomachs  of  the  Welfhmen, 
which  he  did  with  great  valour.     He  altered  part 
of  the  foundation  of  St.  Werburgh's  church  in 
Chetter,  about  ann.   1093,  and  turned   the  fame 
into  an  abbey,  as  fhall  be  touched  elfewhere. 

By  his  wife  Ermentrude,  a  Norman  lady,  hei 
had  three  fons,  whereof  Richard  the  eldeft  fucceed- 
ed  in  the  earldom.  Ottewel,  who,  faith  HoUing- 
fhed,  was  tutor ;  but,  indeed,  was  playfellow  to 
the  children  of  king  Henry  the  Firft  j  and  Robert, 
who  was  abbot  of  St.  Edmondft)ury.  This  fa- 
mous earl  governed  in  this  earldom  about  forty 
years,  as  the  moft  of  our  writers  do  agree-,  but 
by  computation  I  cannot  find  it  to  be  above  five 
or  fix  and   thirty :  Howbeit,  thus   Mr.  Rogers 

lielp^th 
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helpeth  well,  if  fo  be  he  lived,  as  he  faith,  to  the 
eighth  year  of  Henry  the  Firft. 

Loth   I  am  to  omit  the  coats  of  theie  noble 
earls,  being  a  thing  fo  pertinent  to  the  underftand-* 
ing  of  thefe  antiquities,  that  it  would  much  adorn 
the  treatifc,  and  give  light  to  many   inferences 
that  gentlemen  have  occafion  to  obferve,  in  deriv- ' 
ing  their  own  coats  in  fome  of  thefe  -,  but  I  profefs 
my  ignorance  in  this  noble  fldll,  and  I  am  fo  jea-  • 
lous  of  my  weaknefs,  that  I  ,dare  not  take  upon 
me  the  blazons  ;  but  if  I  only  fet  down  the  coats, 
as  i  find  them,  and  may  be  excufed  from  any  other 
venture,  upon  the  terms  of  art  requifite  in  that 
kind,  I  hope  I  may  be  well  fupplied  with  fuch 
judicious  readers,  as  can  make  ufe  by  their  own ; 
Ikill  and  knowledge  of  whatfoever  I  leave  defeftive 
in  that  bg|ialf.  i 

He  governed  the  earldom  of  Chefter  forty  years, ' 
and  died  about  ann.  1107,   the  eighth  year  of> 
king  Henry  the  Firft,  the  27th  of  July,  the  ninth 
year  after  the  foundation  ot  the  abbey  of  Chefter, 

I  have  purpofely  omitted  to  fet  down  how  this 
earl  firft  won  this  county  by  a  fair  conqueft,  after 
three  repulfes  given  him  by  the  lords  and  com- 
manders  here,  who  valiantly  withftood  him  :  All 
which  reports  may  be  allowed  probable,  but  were 
befide  my  argument  to  run  into  matter  of  ftory  ; 
and  I  therefore  refer  them  that  would  read  of  thefe 
things  to  Bradfhaw  the  monk,  forementioned  au- 
thor, and  fo  come  to  the  fecond  carl. 


Vol.  I.  R  r  Tie 
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7^^  Second  Earl  ^Chester. 

THIS  noble  carl  Hugh  left  his  fon  and  heir 
Richard^  then  an  infant  of  feven  years  of 
dge»  intitled  then  to  his  earldom  of  Chefter,  and 
loarried  to  Maulda,  daughter  to  Stephen  earl  of 
Qlois,  as  Bradfhaw  colle£beth,  and  therein  mod  of 
the  hiftories  do  affree.  And  this  Matilda  was  niece 
tQ  Jung  Henry  tne  Firft ;  by  reafon  whereof,  the 
filid  king  took  into  his  tuition  and  cufixxiy  the  ikid 
young  oui :  From  whence,  they  fay,  this  of  a 
cuftom  grew  to  be  a  law,  that  young  heirs  in  their 
nonage  became  pupils  or  wards  unto  th^ing  \  a 
▼cry  tender  care  had  this  king  over  this  princely 
child,  and  brought  him  up  in  the  company  of  his 
OBrn  children,  with  whom  he  fent  him  into  Nor- 
mandy, and  with  them  there  provided  the  molt 
princely  and  befl:  education  for  them :  infomuch, 
as  growing  towards  map^s  eftatc,  he  Ihcwcd  fonh 
all  towardlinefs  and  refemblance  of  his  noble  fa- 
ther and  gave  fmgular  hopes  of  his  virtuous  and 
valourous  difpofition,  if  God  had  lent  him  life ; 
but  it  fell  out  k>^  that  king  Henry  having  luid 
great  and  good  fuccefs  in  his  wars  in  France,  and 
difpatched  his  affairs  there,  to  his  great  content- 
ment, came  home  into  England  to  folace  himfelf ; 
and  for  the  furtherance  of  his  joy  and  rejoicing, 
he  fent  into  Normandy  for  his  children,  William 
duke  of  Normandy,  and  Robert  his  brother,  and 
Mary  their  fifter,  countefs  of  Pearch;  together 
with  this  noble  young  earl  Richard,  and  Matilda 
his  wife,  and  Ottewel  his  brother,  who  altogether, 
accompanied  with  the  Archdeacon  of  Hereford, 
an^^with  many  honourable  and  worthy  actendanrs, 

took 
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took  Ihip  at  Harfleur,  where  it  pleafed  God,  their 
journey  being  intended  for  as  much  mirth  and  jol- 
lity as  could  be  imagined,  to  turn  the  fame  into 
as  lamentable  a  tragedy  as  can  almoft  be  read  of 
in  any  age :  For  little  heed  or  care  being  taken  in 
the  carriage  of  the  mariners  and  failors  who 
were  to  guide  the  fhip ;  but,  as  in  fuch  cafes  it 
falls  out,  every  one  left  to  his  own  diftemper,  they 
fell  to  fuch  diforder,  and  made  themfeWes  k>  drunk, 
that  putting  into  the  fea,  they  fplit  the  fhip  upon 
a  rock,  and  lo  caft  away  all  this  princely  company, 
not  one  of  them  efcapinjg,  nor  one  peribn  in  the 
fhip,  being  to  the  number  of  120,  or  as  fome  have 
it,  160;  except  one  Butcher,  who,  catching  hold 
upon  a  broken  mafl,  fwani  unto  die  land  This 
happened  in  ann.  1 1 20. 

And  thus  periflicd  this  h<^>eful  young  eirl  Ri-' "  . 
chard,  and  his  brother  Ottewel,  and  haying  thinf 
left  his  brother  Robert,  who  being  entered  into  tfP^^ 
ders,  and  made  abbot  of  St.  Edmondfbury,  as  wis 
faid,  was  by  that  means  become  incapable  of  this 
princely  earldom-,  the  fahie  was  therefore  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  Ion  of  Margaret  his  aunt,  the  filler 
of  William  Lupus  having  married  JohnBohun, 
by  fome  called  Randal,  miftakin^  the  fon  for  the 
father  •,  and  thus  the  earldom  tell  into  the  col- 
lateral line,  to  the  coufin-german  of  this  Ri- 
chard ;  and  much  impertinent  it  is  not  to  touch  al- 
fo  by  the  way,  that  he  had  once  formerly  efcaped 
a  great  peril,  not  of  the  fea,  but  by  occafion  of  fu- 
perftitious  water,  for  in  his  very  infancy,  before  his 
going  into  Normandy,  they  led  him  a  pilgrimage 
to  Winifred*s  well  in  Wales,  where  he  was  befet 
and  incompafled  with  a  great  power  and  flrength 
of  the  rebellious  rout  of  Welfhmen,  to  furprize 
and  take  him  out  of  the  hands  of  his  leaders ;  but 
ly  a  valiant  refcue  of  William,  then  cohilable  of 
Chofter,  he  was  recovered  out  of  their  holds,  and 
R  r  a  Xst^Ny^x. 
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brought  fafc  back  again  to  the  city  of  CheAer^  and 
afterwards  fent  into  Normandy  as  beforementioned, 
and  bore  the  title  of  earl  of  Chcfter,  from  the 
eighth  year  of  Henry  I.  unto  the  year  1 120,  which 
was  much  about  fourteen  years,  and  was  at  his 
deceafe  become  a  fine  young  gentleman,  about 
twenty,  or  one  and  twenty  years  of  age. 

He  was  the  fourteenth  year  drowned,  in  anno 
1 1 20,  the  twentieth  year  of  Henry  I. 


T" VP  -h  T  J*  T  ^  'V vr  "■>.  ^' ^  A^  'V  T  'F V 
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The  Third  Earl  o/"  Chester. 

F  T  E  R  this  untimely  deceafe  of  the  afore  - 

mentioned  earl  Richard,  who  left  no  iffue, 

faid  earldom  fell  to  Ranulph,  the  fon  of  John 

Bohun,  a  nobleman  of  Normandy,  to  whom  the 
Conqueror  had  for  his  good  fervice  given  the 
town  of  Carlifle,  and  had  likewile  made  him  earl 
of  Cumberland  :  He  married  Margaret,  the  filler 
of  Hugh  Lupus,  by  whom  he  had  iffue  this  Ra- 
nulph, and  they  both  bear  the  furname  of  Mece- 
nis,  corruptly  called  Mefchines.  This  Ranulph, 
as  coufin  and  heir  to  Richard,  was  advanced  now 
to  this  great  earldom,  being  the  third  earl  after  the 
conqucft  •,  and  it  is  worthy  to  be  memorably  re- 
corded, that  the  noble  earl  did  fo  liighly  efteem 
the  honour  of  his  rifing  to  this  dignity,  that  he 
did  relinquifh  the  coat-armour  of  his  own  father, 
John  earl  of  Cumberland,  and  did  afTume  the 
three  wheat -(heaves,  or  in  a  field-azure :  By  oc- 
cafion  of  which  exchange  of  his  coat-armour,  fome 
writers  have  erroneoufly  coUefted,  as  may  be 
found  in  Ralph  Hollingdiead's  laft  volume,  W. 
R.  that  he  exchanged  the  earldom  of  Cumber- 
land 
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land  for  this  :  But  this  error  is  learnedly  difcover- 
cd  in  that  part  of  the  Lacie's  nobility,  by  Sir  John 
Pern,  formerly  mentioned ;  and  it  feems  tliat  his 
choice  of  thefe  arms  was  much  occaQoned  by  his 
own  natural  difpofition,  which  was  rather  to 
peace  knd  civil  government  than  to  warlike 
affairs  and  great  enterprizes;  and  I  read  of  few 
great  occurrences  happening  within  the  time  of 
his  government,  which  alfo  was  not  of  any  long 
continuance:  That  which  our  authors  deliver 
concerning  his  choice  to  bear  this  coat  I  will  not 
omit :  He  affumed,  they  fay,  arms  of  great 
honour,  which  coat,  as  well  for  the  colour  oi  the 
field,  as  the  matter  of  the  charge,  is  very  honour- 
able and  fignificant,  the  field  being  blue  repre- 
fenteth  the  air,  the  favourer  of  life,  and  maintainer 
of  vital  fpirits ;  the  colour  blue  is  generally  takenr 
for  the  clear  fky,  which  fo  appeareth  when  (toroit 
and  tempefts  are  over-paft,  a  note  of  profperoitt 
.  fuccefs  to  the  bearer  in  ^1  his  affairs ;  the  wheat- 
iheaves  be  properly  given  in  gold,  and  as  the  co- 
lour repreienteth  gold,  the  chiefeft  of  all  metals, 
fo  the  wheat  containeth  that  feed  which  of  ail 
.  others  is  of  moft  account,  both  for  the  neceffity 
.  of  ufe  and  the  delicacy  of  tafte  -,  and  alfo  in  arms 
.  doth  fignify  abundance,  and  notes  the  giver  of 
.  peace,  and  breeder  of  plenty  and  fuUnefs  of  all 
good  things :  So  that  this  earl  Ranulph  fignified 
to  all  men  by  his  coat-armour,  his  nature  inclin- 
ing to  peace,  by  which  his  country  might  enjoy 
plenty,  hating  war  and  difcord,  as  the  caufes  of 
dcvaftation  and  penury  ;  which  coat  hath  ever  fince 
been  termed  the  coat  of  C  better,  as  v/ell  for  the 
worthinefs  of  the  place,  ar.  tor  the  honour  of  the 
bearers  5  yea,  fo  great  hath  been  the  account  of 
this  coat  in  former  times,  that  happy  was  he  that 
might  be  fuffered  to  bear  the  fame  colours  and 
charge  in  his  arms. 

He 
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He  married  Matilda  or  Maud,  daughter  to 
Aubrey  Verc,  carl  of  Qucfnes  and  of  Oxford,  by 
whom  he  had  iffue  Ranulph,  firnamcd  Gcrmoyfe, 
from  tlu:  place  of  his  birth,  who  fucceded  him  ill 
this  earldom. 

Ranulph  I.  being  the  third  earl  of  Chefter,  be- 
gan to  govern,  ann.  Dom.  1120,  the  twtnty-firft 
year  of  Henry  I. 

He  continued  earl  about  ten  years,  and  died  in 
anno  1130. 


-«->-►-►-►**♦♦♦-»♦•>♦ 


The  Fourth  Earl  o/"  Chester. 

RANULPH  the  fourth  earl  in  this  fuccef- 
fion,  and  the  fccond  of  that  name,  fon  of 
the  former  Ranulph,  and  a  man,  though  rcfem- 
bling  his  father  in  moderation  and  love  of  juftice, 
yet  more  heroical  and  magnanimous  in  his  difpo- 
fition,  as  appeared  in  his  noble  carriage  in  great 
battles  and  affairs  of  war,  wherein  he  (hewed  great 
valiancy,  and  alio  wifdom  in  managing  the  fame. 
He  was  the  great  commander  in  that  war,  where- 
in he,  together  with  Robert  then  earl  of  Glou- 
cefter,  did  with  noble  prowefs  defend  the  caufe  of 
Matilda,  or  Maud,  the  emprefs,  who  was  daugh- 
ter to  Henry  I.  againft  the  forces  and  the  fraudu- 
lent courfes  which  king  Stephen  praftifcd  for  the 
eftablifhing  of  his  injurious  ufurpation ;  and  it 
my  intended  brevity  would  give  leave,  it  would 
notably  fet  forth  this  earl's  brave  courage  and 
rcfolution,  by  relating  that  famous  encourage- 
ment that  he  made  to  the  army  aflTembled  then 
againll  the  king  at  the  flege  of  Lincoln,  in  the 
year  1146,  where  he  and  that  other  earl,  being 

indeed 
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indeed  the  Ton  of  a  king,  and  nephew  of  a  king, 
did,  with  a  noble  emulation,  contend  who  fhould 
give  the  firft  onfet  to  their  enemies ;  and  where 
they  gave  unto  the  king,  and  to  his  confederates, 
the  earl  of  Flanders  and  others,  a  notable  over- 
throw ;  and  brought  the  caftle  of  Lincoln,  a  hold 
in  that  a^e  efteemed  impregnable,  into  the  obe- 
dience of  the  emprtfs.  Howbeit  after  this,  un- 
der pretence  of  a  parliament  to  be  held  at  Nor- 
thampton for  the  redrefs  and  pacification  of  all 
matters  between  the  laid  Stephen  on  the  one  par- 
ty, and  the  emprefs  and  her  fon  on  the  other 
party,  this  earl  Ranulph  was  by  policy  and  craft 
apprehended  and  committed  to  hold,  and  could 
by  no  mediation  be  redeemed  until  he  had  deli- 
vered up  the  city  and  caftle  of  Lincoln,  which  he 
had  kept  to  the  ufe  of  young  Henry  the  emprefs's 
fon,  whom  he  ever  acknowledged  to  be  his  Ibve- 
reign  and  king  next  unto  his  mother.  And  about 
this  time  of  his  trouble  the  Welfhmen  took  ad- 
vantage of  his  abfence,  and  made  horrible  deft  ruc- 
tion in  the  earldom  of  Chefter-,  yet  at  length  were 
vanquiihed  and  overthrown  in  a  battle  near  unto 
With  Malfoank,  and  that  trouble  appcafed. 

Yet  this  earl  never  defifted  to  detend  the  title 
cf  the  emprefs  and  her  fon  Henry  againft  king 
Stephen,  and  to  dilhirb  him  by  all  tlie  means  he 
could,  refolving  upon  that  purpofc  of  his  heart, 
never  to  fcrve  other  king  than  duke  Henry  -,  fay- 
ing often.  The  earl  of  Chefl:er  thinks  Icom  to 
fccvc  the  carl  of  Blois ;  from  which  conftant  refo- 
lution  he  could  never  be  moved.  He  married 
Aloifia,  the  daughter  of  Robert  earl  of  Glou- 
cefiier,  lad  fon  of  king  Henry  I.  by  whom  he  had 
iffue  Hugh  Kevelion,  fo  called  of  the  country  of 
Powis,  where  he  was  born  v  and  as  Hollingfhed 
and  others  have  written,  the  noble  and  worthy 
carl,  by.  fomc  lewd  pradice  of  William  PeverelU 
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carl  of  Nottingham,  a  man  of  great  riches  and 
poClflions,  ht:  was  pitiiully  poiiOiiLil ;  languifli- 
ing  fo  in  his  grievous  fickncis,  that  it  was  iup- 
pofetl  to  be  brought  upon  him  by  Ibrcery  and 
deviiim  enchantments  ;  whole  ucath  young  Hen- 
ry (at'tcLwarcis  obtaining  the  crown)  juftly  reveng- 
ed upon  li.e  pcrlbn  of  the  f^id  wicked  Peverell, 
diiviiig  him  away  into  exile,  and  Ibrfciting  all 
his  great  tftate  into  the  confifcation  of  the  Ex- 
chcijUL-r. 

lie  was  earl  of  C heller  about  twenty-fix  years, 
and  died  in  tlie  year  1 152, 


77?^  Fifth  Earl  of  CHESTfiR. 

HI' Gil  the  fi:'ih  carl  of  Chcfter  of  the  fur- 
name  i}\  Boh-un,  and  fon  of  the  laft-nien- 
i!'j;:cd  Kanuiph,  cam'j  to  the  earldom  here  about  the 
;tar  1152.  He  was  a  man,  in  fortitude  and  va- 
•  ■.'.:!t  cnco'jragcment,  not  unlike  to  his  noble  fa- 
t.kT,  i;iii  far  inferior  to  liim  in  wifdom  and  the 
{.'lOveniiViCnt  of  his  own  pafiions.  It  was  without 
tiiicition  t!ie  cuftom  of  many  a  noble  gallant  in 
England  at  that  time,  to  be  carried  away  with  the 
l.i.'i.e  fire  of  youth,  and  violence  of  paflion, 
wliich  traiifponed  Henry  tiie  young  prince  to  take 
up  arm;;  againft  his  ovvn  father,  Henry  II.  j  for 
how  far  tlic  example  and  power  of  a  potent  young 
prlr^LC,  cJi-ecialiy  Ix'ing  lilted  up  to  be  partaker 
of  the  diadem,  ai.d  ci  owned  in  his  father's  life- 
time, may  tlraw  tlie  young  and  fiery  fpirits  of  the 
youthful  nobility  to  follow  him,  by  many  enter- 
priics  may  cafily  be  conceived  :  And  this  young 
]  ienry  having  profccuted  this  unnatural  war,  and 

borne 
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borne  arms  in  the  field  in  divers  wars  againft  his 
father,  as  well  in  Normandy,  as  in  many  parts  of 
Guienne  and  Bretany,  animated  thereunto  by  the 
young  king  Lewis  of  France,  and  William  king 
of  Scots  V  he  allured  unto  him  many  lords  out  of 
England,  amongft  whom  this  earl  was  one,  and 
the  two  Roberts,  earls  of  Derby  and  of  Leicefter, 
were  others  •,  who,  after  many  conflifts,  (harp  and 
unkind  battles,  were  in  the  end  overcome  by  the 
forces  of  king  Henry  the  father,  and  by  him  were 
led  captives  into  Normandy,  and  kept  prifoners 
in  Valois ;  but  after  a  year's  imprifonment,  or 
thereabouts,  the  father  and  the  fon  were  recon- 
ciled, and  irpon  conclufion  the  king  of  Scots  and 
this  earl  or  Chefter  were  put  to  their  ranfom, 
which  the  faid  Hugh  paid,  and  got  him  home ; 
being  taught  by  his  folly  to  be  more  wife  after- 
wards, and  lived  peaceably  and  profperoufly  the 
reft  of  his  days;  this  was  about  the  year  11 74. 
He  married  Beatrice,  daughter  of  Richard  Lincy, 
chief  juft ice  of  England,  whom  fome  erroneoufly 
called  Lacey,  and  by  her  he  had  one  fon,  Ra- 
nulph,  and  four  daughters,  Maud,  Mabell,  Ag- 
nes, and  Avifa,  who  were  all  very  honourably 
beftowed  in  marriage;  Maud  to  David  earl  of 
Huntington,  Angus  and  Galloway*,  Mabell  to 
William  D'Albany  earl  of  Arundell ;  Agnes  to 
William  Ferrers  earl  of  Derby;  and  Avifa  to 
Robert  Quincey,  a  baron  of  great  honour,  and  in 
her  right  earl  of  Lincoln;  after,  he  continued 
earl  until  about  the  year  1 1 80,  and  then  deceafed. 
I  find  not  the  place  of  his  deceafe,  but  his  burial- 
place  to  be  the  town  of  Leek  in  StafFordfhire, 

He  was  earl  about  twenty-eight  years,  and  died 
in  the  year  1180. 


Vol.  I.  S  s  ^^^^ 
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The  Sixth  Earl  of  Chester. 

THE  next  famous  earl  to  him,  and  the  moll 
famous  of  all  that  went  before  him,  was 
Hanulph  the  Good,  of  that  name,  but  the  (ixth 
carl  of  Chcller  after  the  Conqucft,  whofe  many 
moft  honourable  and  worthy  exploits  were  luch  as 
I  cannot  within  the  limits  of  my  intended  brevity 
make  relation  of  them  as  they  delerve.  He  was 
fucceflbr  immediately  unto  his  father  of  the  race 
of  the  Bohuns,  but  furnamed  Blundevile,  of  that 
place  in  Fowls  where  he  was  born,  the  town  being 
named  j4lium  Monajlerium. 

His  firft  noble  entcrprifes  in  his  youth  won  him 
high  eitimation  in  the  many  conflicks  and  battles 
he  waged  againit  that  valourous  l.lcwelUn  prince  of 
Wales,  againll  whole  forces  he  one  time  hazarded 
himlclf  fo  venruroully,  that  he  was  in  danger  of  an 
overthrow,  and  glad  to  retire  into  the  caftle  of 
Ruthland,  where  the  laid  Llewcllin  befieged  him: 
Then  it  was  that  Roger  Laccy,  conltable  of 
Chefter,  hearing  of  h  s  peril,  called  his  friends 
hallily  together,  and  required  their  company  and 
afliftance  to  go  to  deliver  the  earl  in  his  extreme 
danger,  amongll  v.  horn  Ralph  Dutton,  a  fon-in- 
law  to  the  laid  Roger,  and  a  brave  youthful  gen- 
tleman, gathered  together  a  great  company  of 
jiiuficians,  and  fuch  other  people  as  by  their 
means  were  drawn  together  in  and  about  Chefter  j 
and  with  thcfe  obtained  leave  of  the  conftable  in 
the  firlt  troop,  to  give  the  onfet  upon  the  earl's 
enemies,  and  had  luch  luccefs  therein,  that  he 
railed  the  fiege,  and  delivered  the  earl  out  of  his 

great 
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great  diftrefs  •,  the  reward  of  which  fcrvice  was,  to 
be  commander  and  ruler  of  fuch  people,  and  tlieir 
proteffion,  as  were  then  the  foldiers  of  his  band  v 
which  pre-eminence  over  them  hath  continued  in 
the  heirs  of  Dutton  unto  this  day,  as  before  in 
Eucklow  hundred,  when  I  came  to  that  ancient 
houl'e,  is  declared. 

This  noble  carl,  as  he  was  a  great  prince,  and 
of  high  cftimation,  fo  he  continued  to  be  a  moft 
wife  counfellor,  and  chief  agent  in  the  fervices  of 
four  kings,  his  fovereigns,  Henry  II.  Richard  I, 
king  John,  and  Henry  III. 

His  noble  courage  and  wifdom  chiefly  approv- 
ed  itfelf  in  his  worthy  relblutions,  at  the  time 
that  king  Richard  was  warring  in  Afia  againft  the 
infidels  j    and  his  brother  John,    called  earl  of 
Morton,  during  that  time  at  home  fortifying  caftles, 
and  calling  by  all  ways  and  means  to  deprive  his 
faid  brother  Richard  of  his  crown  and  kingdom. 
This  valiant  earl,  then,  in  duty  and  loyalty  to  his 
fovereign  Richard,  withftood  all  the  attempts  of 
carl  John,  and  maintained  war  againft  him ;  and 
with  the  help  of  fome  others  of  the  nobility,  who 
were  led  by  his  example,  they  prevailed  againft 
him,   winning  from  his  poflefTions  many  ftrong 
holds  and  caftles,  efpecially  the  goodly  caftle  of 
Nottingham,  and  fo  difappointed  him  of  his  pur- 
pofe,  and  brought  all  thofe  places  into  the  obe- 
dience of  Richard  their  liege  king  and  fovereign. 
King   Richard   dying    afterwards   without    iflue, 
much  trouble  there  was  in  the  kingdom  by  the 
violent  and  turbulent  courfcs  of  king  Jolin,  who 
ftirred  up  againft  himfelt  many  encnii'.s  within 
the  land,  and  thefe  v/cre  exceedingly  animated  and 
heartened  by  the  praftices  of  Lewis,  fon  to  the 
French  king,  who  took  advantage  by  the  difcon- 
tentment  of  the  Englilh  with  their   king,    and 
fought  by  many  means  to  add  fuel  to  that  flame 
S  s  2  ^'^'^ 
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that  might  have  devoured  him.  But  then  did 
the  true  Chriftian  fortitude  and  magnanimous  va- 
lour of  this  earl,  fliew  itfelf  in  taking  part  with 
king  John,  who  was  now  his  lawful  fovereign,  to 
whom  formerly  in  his  unjuft  courfes  he  had  been 
fo  fharp  an  enemy ;  and  although  he  wifhed  re- 
formation in  many  things  that  were  amifs  in  the 
commonwealth,  yet  would  never  be  drawn  to 
take  part  with  the  Frenchmen,  or  be  found  an 
overfeer  to  his  king.  And  when  the  faid  king 
John,  in  the  midft  of  all  his  troubles,  and  before 
he  had  fettled  the  ftate  of  his  kingdom  free  from 
the  ruins  and  dcfolations  which  his  infolent  and 
feditious  fubjefts,  confederate  with  the  French, 
had  brought  it  into,  departed  this  life,  leaving 
his  fon  Henry  III.  a  child  of  fcarce  ten  years  old, 
to  be  king;  and,  confcquently,  encreafing  the 
hopes  of  Lewis  to  make  a  conqueft  here :  Yet 
did  not  this  noble  earl  Ranulph  fhew  lefs  true 
Chriftian  loyalty  and  untainted  faithfulnefs  to  his 
fovereign,  but  took  upon  himfelf  chiefly  thedeitnce 
of  the  young  king  •,  and  being  aflifted  by  the 
brave  martial  earl  of  Pembroke,  and  others  his 
noble  allies,  encountered  the  laid  Lewis  and  his 
confederates  in  many  Iharp  conflifts,  and  elpe- 
cially  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Lincoln,  wheitr 
he  flew  and  put  to  flight  the  chicfeft  part  of  the 
French  and  Englifh  rebels,  and  brought  Lewis, 
maugre  his  head,  to  a  compofltion,  and  lent  him 
packing  out  of  this  land. 

And  in  that  famous    battle  at   Lincoln,    the 

chiefeft  of  the  Englifti  confederates,  with  Lewis, 

were  taken  •,  namely,  Quincey,  earl  of  Winchef- 

ter ;  Bohun,  earl  of  Hereford  •,  and  Gaunt,  then 

newly  made  earl  of  Lincoln  by  the  faid  Lewis ; 

1 '  'ch  faid  earldom  he  thus  quickly  loft  again, 

^'  ^*..me  being  juftly  and  defervedly  conferred 

^•'^  '^  .'  /'lis  carl  Ranulph,  as  well  for  thcfc  his  high 

i-,v.r.  r/^^  ^'  merits 
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merits  in  this  fervice,  as  alfo  ftanding  next 
coulin  in  blood  to  Romary,  to  whom  that  earl- 
dom was  firft  allotted,  who  was  brother  to  Joha 
carl  of  Cumberland,  the  father  of  the  firft  Ra- 
jnuiph,  earl  of  Chefter. 

This  worthy  earl,  after  thefe  great  fervices  per- 
formed by  him  in  England,  was  drawn  by  his  hc- 
roical  difpofition  to  the  wars  in  Hgypt  and  Syria, 
againft  Saracens  and  Infidels,  which  he  alio  ma- 
naged with  like  happy  fuccefs  ;  and  after  his  ma- 
ny worthy  viftories,  returned  home,  to  folace 
himfelf  in  his  earldom  of  Chefter  -,  and  when  the 
affairs  of  war  gave  him  leifure,  he  built  the  two 
famous  caftlcs,one  of  Chartley  in  StafFordfhire,  now 
in  the  pofleflion  of  the  heirs  of  Devereux,  thole 
honourable  and  famous  earls  of  Effex ;  the  other 
of  Beefton,  now  annexed  to  the  houfe  and  family 
of  the  fame  ftrain,  the  Beeftons  of  Beefton,    of 

freat  worftiip,  of  whom  we  have  formerly  fpolorn. 
le  founded  alfo  the  abbey  of  De-la-Crols ;  to- 
wards which  he  raifed  a  toll  throughout  his  coun- 
tries and  jurifdidbions ;  and  was  a  great  benefac- 
tor to  the  profeflbrs  of  religion,  according  to  th(jfe 
times,  being  of  himfelf  very  devout  -,  as  appeared 
at  a  perilous  ftorm  and  tempeft  at  lea,  as  he  failed 
homeward  out  of  Syria,  where  no  danger  could 
daunt  his  courage;  but  heartening  and  encou- 
raging his  failors,  in  the  dark  night,  with  chearful 
words  and  his  own  hand-labour,  to  play  the  men  till 
midnight,  faying,  then  we  ftiall  be  fafe,  which 
lb  came  to  pafs  indeed  -,  and  whereupon  he  faid^ 
now  I  perfuade  myfclf  that  the  monks  did,  indeed, 
arife  at  midnight,  according:  to  their  inftitutions, 
to  join  in  their  prayers  for  us,  which,  together 
with  our  true  endeavours,  hatii  through  God's  mer- 
cy freed  us  from  this  danger- 
He  was  a  famous  defender  of  the  liberties  and 
freedoms  of  his  country,  and  drew  unto  him  the 


3i8    THE    VALE- ROYAL 

affiftance  of  many  others,  in  the  fupprefling  an4 
punifhing  of  Hubert,  a  chief  juftice  of  England, 
wlio  had  caufed  king  Henry  to  be  ftrift,  and  to  car- 
ry a  heavy  hand  towards  his  people,  touching 
iheir  privileges  and  charters  formerly  eftablifhed ; 
and  he  lloutly  denied  in  parliament  the  tenths, 
which  the  king  would  have  granted  by  the  peo- 
ple for  the  maintenance  of  his  war  againft  Fre- 
derick the  Emperor ;  neither  would  lufFer  any  of 
the  people  within  his  precin&s  to  be  charged  with 
that  tribute,  nor  the  ecclcfiaftical  perfons  therein 
to  pay  that  tenth. 

What  Ihould  I  fpcakof  his  honourable  vi(^ories 
in  Bretany  and  Anjou  ;  his  winning  of  the  caftlcs 
of  Gomer,  New-Chattel,  and  other  places  -,  his 
famous  exploits  in  Normandy  againft  the  French, 
and  the  renown  he  won  himl'elf  in  thofe  parts,  be- 
ing left  there  by  the  king  to  finifh  that  wliich 
he  himfclf  could  not  in  many  years  bring  to  pafs  ; 
as  alfo  that  he  left  no  mean  glory  behind  him  in 
tlie  excellent  parts  of  learning  and  knowlege  that 
were  in  him,  having  compiled  a  book  of  the  laws 
of  t!ie  realm  with  great  judgment,  to  fliew  his 
lludious  inclination  to  all  virtues  requifite  in  an 
abfolute  governor. 

He  was  alio  for  eftate  fuch  as  might  well  gain 
him  the  account  to  be  the  greateft  fubject  in  the 
kingdom,  being  poflefled  of  five  earldoms  toge- 
ther ;  whereof,  firft  he  had  Chcftcr  by  birth  and 
inheritance,  as  alio  that  of  Lincoln,  his  due  by 
birth  and  his  reward  bv  Hrvicc;  and  of  three 
other,  namely,  Huntington,  Bretany,  and  Rich- 
mond, to  all  \vhich  he  came  by  right  of  his  wives 
having  been  thrice  married  ;  his  firlt  wife  was 
Conllance,  daughter  and  heir  to  Conon,  Duke,  or 
as  fome  have  it,  earl  of  Bretany  and  Richmond  : 
The  fecond  was  Clemence,  daughter  to  the  lord 
Ferrers,  earl  of  Derby:  And  the  third,  Margaret, 

daughter 
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daughter  to  Humphrey  Bohun,  carl  of  Bedford 
and  EfTex,  and  conflable  of  England,  having  had 
no  iffue  by  any  of  the  three. 

Ranulph  the  third,  being  the  fixth  earl  of  Chcf- 
ter,  began  his  government  in  the  year  1  iSo. 

He  was  earl  of  Chefter  about  fifty-one  years, 
and  died  in  the  year  1232,  at  Wallingford,  in 
Bcrkfliire,  but  lies  buried  in  the  chapter-houlc  of 
Chefter. 


The  Seventh  Earl  (^/'Cii ester. 

THE  former  famous  earl  dying  without  ifuie, 
the  next  in  fucceflion  to  tliis  honour  was 
John,  furnamcd  Scot,  being  fon  of  Maud,  ddcft 
daughter  of  Hugh  earl  ot  Chefter,  grandfather 
to  this  John,  which  Maud  married  David  carl 
of  Angus,  and  Huntington,  and  was  lord  carl  of 
Galloway  ;  and  her  faid  fon  had  a  great  revenue, 
the  poffcffion  of  his  faid  grandfather  •,  and  for  a 
time  did  worthily  maintain  war  againft  Llewellin 
the  prince  of  Wales,  yet  at  length  grew  into 
terms  of  peace  with  him,  which  peace  tell  out  to 
be  his  utter  overthrow,  if  the  moft  of  hiftorians  do 
hit  the  trutli,  for  they  fay,  that  having  married  Jane, 
the  faid  Llewellin's  daughter,  and  lb  made  peace 
with  his  foreign  enemies  :  I'his  bofom-enemy  of 
his,  inftcad  ol  cherifhing  and  comforting  as  a  faith- 
ful, helper,  fhe  deviliftily,  like  a  wicked  ferpent, 
{)lotted  his  deftrudtion,  and  by  poifon  brought  his 
ife  toancnd,Janguilhing  upon  a  grievous  torment. 
He  died  at  Dernliall,  trom  whence  his  body  was 
brought  to  Chefter  in  the  year  1237,  and  was  there 
interred  in  the  chapter-houfe,  by  the  .grave  of  his 
uncle  Ranulph,  Jcaving  after  him  no  ifl'ue  to  iriherir. 
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John  Scort,  the  laft  of  the  earls  of  Chcftcr,  be- 
gan his  government  in  the  year  1232. 

He  governed  as  earl  not  above  five  years,  and 
died  at  Dernhall,  in  the  year  1237. 


PERHAPS  it  may  be  expefted,  that  before  I 
pafs  from  this  rehearfal  of  the  firft  earls  of 
Chefter,  I  (hould  make  fome  particular  mention  of 
the  famous  barons,  which  in  this  renowned  Coun* 
ty  Palatine  were  called  the  earls  barons ;  which,  al- 
beit I  have  not  omitted  to  fet  down  the  memory  of 
them  in  the  fcveral  places,  where  in  my  former 
defcription  I  came  to  their  ancient  feats,  yet  I 
will  alfo  here  briefly  make  relation  of  them  to- 
gcther,  becaufe  they  were  created  firft  by  the 
firit  ot  thelc  feven  earls,  namely  Hugh  Lupus, 
of  whom  our  writers  deliver  this  among  many 
the  great  and  noble  privileges  of  this  worthy 
earl,  he  had  power  to  create  barons  under  him, 
and  therefore  being  eftablifhed  in  his  earldom,  and 
minding  the  good  government  of  the  county,  he 
ordained  certain  barons,  &c.  What  the  dignity  of 
thefe  barons  was,  and  in  what  rank  and  degree  of 
our  men  of  great  quality  at  this  day  to  place 
them,  I  find  it  too  difiicult  a  point  for  me  to 
meddle  with,  and  do  leave  it  to  the  learned  anti- 
quarians and  profeflbrs  of  that  worthy  faculty ; 
only  I  find  they  were  of  great  authority,  even  next 
to  the  earl  himfelf  in  rule  and  government :  And 
Mr.  Cambden  himfelf  affirmeth,  that  their  office 
was  to  aflift  the  earl  in  council,  to  yield  him  du- 
tiful  attendance,  and  oft-times  to  repair  unto  his 
court  to  do  him  honour,  &c. 

But  fince  the  earldom  came  unto  the  crown, 
and  the  faid  barons  have  been  worn  out  for  the 

mod 
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mod  part  for  want  of  heirs,  and  fo  their  lands  djf- 
peried  into  other f  amilies :  And  the  office  which  they 
bear  not  being  fo  needful  for  government,  the  dig- 
nity hath  not  been  fo  eminent,  and  yet  the  name  bn- 
ron  hath  continued  to  the  houfe  of  t^eir  refidence, 
and  e^ecially  where  the  line  of  their  fucceflion 
hath  been  in  the  heirs  male,  as  at  this  .day  appciar- 
eth  in  the  noble  baron  of  Kinderton  npw  living. 

For  the  fignification  of  the  word  Baro,  and  how 
it  appropriated  to  that  degree  of  our  nobility,  I 
mtift  refer  you  to  that  learned  and  ikillful  work 
of  Mr.  Guillim,  who  will  fully  fatisfy  you  in  that 
behalf.  But  whether  thofe  barons  were  of  places 
and  degrees  as  thefc  be  now,  or  of  that  place  which 
other  by  office  have  been,  and  are  ftiil  intitled  in 
matters  of  government,  ipfi  viderint. 

Sure  I  aai,  the  firft  oir  thefe  barons  created  by 
Hugh  Lupus  aforefaid,  being  Neigel,  or  contradt- 
cdly  Neil,  baron  of  Haulton,  bore  not  x)nly  that 
office,  but  alfo  was  advanced  to  be  conftable  and 
marflial  of  Cheiler,  whofe  place  of  fervice  was  to 
lead  die  vanguard  of  the  earl's  army,  when  iie  made 
any  journey  into  Wales,  and  had  the  charge  and  go- 
vernment of  all  the  army,  horfe,  foot,  and  muni- 
.(ion  appertaining  to  the  earl's  wars,  which  quef- 
tionlej^  was  a. place  of  great  account. 

And  how  feunpus  a  perfon  this  Ncigel  or  Neil 
grew  to  be,  may  at  large  appear  in  that  worthy 
;work  of  Lacie's  nobility,  written  by  a  learned  gcn- 
deman  the  famous  earl  of  Lincoln,  defcended 
from  .him,  and  how  great  a  place  it  was  to  be  con- 
ftable of  Chefter,  may  well  be  gathered  from  thofe 
^many  honourable  defcents  of  the  feveral  houfes  of 
conllables,  who  all  derive  their  original  from  this 
root,  as  I  find  it  learnedly  coUefted  by  mykinfman 
Mr.  Henry  Peckham,  in  his  Complete  Gentleman, 
chap,  jciii,  in  the  Practice  of  Blazonrie  ;  and  had 
my  fate  \Kcn  fuch,  that  I  had  been  as  near  unto 

Yot.  J.  T  t  him 
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him  in  my  place  of  abode  as  I  am  in  my  love  2 
in  blood,  I  might  have  had  help  from  him  in  t 
my  rude  labour,  that  might  better  have  fitted  it 
the  eyes  and  ears  of  judicious  readers. 

The  fccond,  Robert,  baron  of  Monchalt,  fcr 

call   of  the    county  of  Cheftcr,    another   gr 

officer  at  that  time,  and  the  laft  of  his  line,  h; 

ing   no  ifluc,    ordained  by  his  laft  will,   Ifa 

queen  of  England,  and  John  of  Eltham  earl 

Cornwall,  his  heirs. 

{•^■Jj  The  third  baron  was  of  Nantwich,  called  W 

{[•fcl*  liam  Maldcbcng,  or  Maldcbank,  whofe  daugh 

,^:  by  his  nephew  conveyed  that  inheritance  to  t 

•T;  Vernons  and  Bafkcts. 

■Tf  I  The  fourth,  Richard  Vernon,  baron  of  Sh 

*  ti  brook,  whofe  inheritance  in  default  of  heirs  ma 

'    '■  came  by  fitters  to  the  Wilbrahams,  StafFords,  a 

Littleburys. 

The' fifth,  Robert  Fitzhough,  baron  of  Malp 
who,  as  it  feemcd,  died  without  ifTue. 

The  fixth,  Hamon  dc  Maffie,  whofe  pofleffic 

' '  Jefcendcd  to  the  Fittons,  to  one  branch   of  t 

Venablcs,  and  fome  others,  and  fo  to  the  Booth! 

Tiie  feventh,  Gilbert  A'enables,  of  Kindertc 

.1  whofe  heirs  male  have  continued  in  a  direft  line 

this  prefent,  and  rxc:x  hope  there  is  will  do  fo  ftill 

.,'.  The  eighth,    Nicholas,    baron   of  Stockpoi 

to  whom  at  length  the  Warrens, of  Pointon,  bud  o 

••. ;  of  the  honourable  family  of  the  earls  of  Warr 

.* . '  and  Surry,  in  right  of  marriage  fucceeded. 

I  r^  Thefe  arc  all   the  barons  as  Mr.  Cambden  hir 

/  j  felf  faith  he  could  find,  who  had  their  free  coui 

gt  of  all  pleas  and  fuits,  and  all  plaints,  except  the 

i'  \  pleas  which  belonged  to  the  earl's  fword. 

.Ti  They  were    bound     in   time  of   the  wars 

^^  \  Wales,  to  find  for  every  knight's  fee  one  hor 

with  caparifon  and  furniture,  or  elfe  two  withou 

within  the  divifion  of  Chclhire;  alfo  that  the 

knigh 
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knights  and  freeholders  ihould  have  corflets  and 
haubrigeons,  and  fhould  defend  their  lands  and 
pofleflions  by  their  own  bodies. 

So  we  return  again  to  the  government*  of  the 
fanie  County  Palatine,  after  king  Henry  III.  took 
the  fame  into  his  own  hands. 

But  fifft,  in  this  place,  it  is  not  amifs  to  give  you 
a  Ihort  computation  of  the  time  of  thefe  feven 
earls  laft  mentioned,  as  foUoweth  : 

The  whole  time  of  their  government  was  about 
one  hundred  and  feventy-four  years,  and  under 
the  reign  of  eight  kings. 


i  William  the  Conqueror, 

2  William  Rufus, 

3  Hpory  I. 

4  King  Stephen, 

5  Henry  II. 

6  Richard  I. 

7  King  John, 
C  Henry  IIL 


J 


21 
12 
35 

WhofcreigniS 
was  .  38  y**^*' 

9 


*  In  the  time  of  this  Henry  III.  this  earldom  of 
Cheiler  came  to  be  in  the  king's  hands,  who,  as 
all  our  writers  agree,  upon  the  deceafe  of  John 
Scott,  the  feventn  earl,  dying  without  iffuc,  bc- 
caufe  the  inheritance  ihould  not  be  divided  amongft 
diftaffs,  that  was  the  king's  term,  and  the  pre- 
tence of  annexing  it  to  the  crown,  yet  he  honour- 
ably bellowed  other  preferments  m  lieu  thereof 
upon  the  daughters  of  Hu^h  Bohun,  the  fifth  eati 
ot  Chefter,  aunts  to  the  laid' John,  and  how  the 
next  lieirs  after  him  to  his  earldom  \  which  faid 
king  Henry  III.  about  the  thirty-ninth  year  of 
his  rei^n,  as  Stowe  in  his  Summary,  and  Ho)l. 
in  thelaft  volume  of  his  Chronicle,  do  compute  it, 
i;)e(towed  the  princedom  of  Wales,  and  earldom 
m  Chefter  upon  prince  Edward  his  fon,  who  was 
.      .  T  t  2  after 
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after  king  Edward  I.  after  which  it  fell  our,  that 
the  king's  eldeft  Ton  was  ftill  created  earl  of  Chef- 
ter,  and  prince  of  Wales-,  and  this  began,  as  ftcms 
by  the  niftory  of  Cambria  by  Dodtor  Powell, 
for  fettling  of  peace  after  the  wars  with  them  ot" 
Wales  were  brought  to  a  final  end ;  and  the 
king,  after  the  earldom  came  thus  into  his  royal 
hands,  to  maintain  ftill  the  honour  of  the  Counry 
K  Palatine,  continued  the  ancient   rights  and   Pa- 

!?  latine  jurifdiftions  and  privileges  with  their  courts 

!!i  and  liberties ;  like  as  the  king  of  France  did  in 

|!i;  the  county  of  Champagne :  But  the  i^'drds  of  king 

^  Henry's  grants  unto  his  fon  are  here  wortli  tht 

»  fetting  down, 

U  Henricus  Dei  graiia^  rex  /fnglU^  &f r.  Sciatis  nos 

i  €$n€iffiJlfe  et  bac  cbartd  noftra  confirmajfe  Edw.  jUio 

fij  noftro  primogenitor  Comitatum  ncftrum  CcfirU^    de 

I  Rothldni  et   Flinty    ac    terras   noftras  ibidem   cutH 

omnibus  pertinentiis  fuisy  habendum  et  tenendum  eidem 
filio  noftro^  et  hitt'ed,  fuis^  rcgibus  Anglue^  una 
eum  fcodis  miiit.  fcrrenjibus  in  Anglia  qiuim  aliis^  et 
cdvocationibus  ecclejiarum^  pricrarium^  bofpitaHum^ 
capcl/aricrium^  domorum  religicforum  jiiorum^  cumque 
libertalibus  regalibus,  liberis  confuctudinibuSy  fran- 
chise dominiiSy  bundredis,  tancredis,  feriis^  mer- 
eatis^  foreJiiSy  chaccis^  parcis^  befcisy  warreniisy  et 
omnibus  aliis  ad  eundem  comitatum  Cejlria*y  et  ter- 
ras tarn  in  Anglia  quam  in  Wallia  et  marchia  Wal- 
iia!,  quatitercumque  SpeSlantibuSy  adeo plene  et  integrt^ 
et  eifdem  modis  et  conditionibuSy  ficut  nos  eundem 
Comitatum  Cejiri^fy  terras  et  feodum  cum  pertinentiis^ 
Hnquam  liberius  tenuimusfive  ullo  retenemento^  ^c. 


< 


\. 


How  this  Edward,  furnamed  Carnarvon  from 
the  place  of  his  birth,  was  by  his  faid  father 
honoured  with  the  titles  of  the  principalities  of 
Wales,  and  earldom   of  Chefter,  you  may  read 

more 
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more  at  large  m  the  l^olyd^on,  lih.  viL  chap, 
xl.  John  Hard.  cap.  xvi.  and  many  others. 

Edward  the  Second  gave  the  earldom  of  Chef- 
terto  Edward  his  lot^  vrho  was  called  Edward  of 
Windfor,  and  wa»  after  king  Edward  the  Thitd^ 
tc^faer  with  the  earldoms  of  Pontiff  and  Mqa^ 
ftrell,  A&.  Menum.  vol.  I.  lib.  iv.  tpl.  465,  and 
Ghifton  in  Abridgement,  fol.  78.  This  was  in 
the  childhood  of  the  faid  prince  Edward,  whom 
hb  &ther  fummohed  t^nto  the  parliament  by  the 
titles  tf  earl  of  Chefter  and  of  Flint.  King  E^- 
wtrd  the  Third,  in  the  17th  year  of  his  reign^ 
ciieated  Edward  of  Woodftock  his  fon,  then  ixf 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  prince  of  Wales,  duke 
of  Cornwall,  ad^  earl  of  Chefter  ;  which  worthy 

f)riAce,  called  the  Black  Prince,  died  in  his  father's 
ife-thne  about  the  46th  year  of  his  age,  leaving 
a  fbn  called  Richard,  born  at  Bourdeaux,  whom 
the  faid  king  Edward  the  Third  upon  the  20th 
dxf  of  November,  in  the  50th  and  near  the  laft 
year  of  his  reign,  created  prince  of  Wales,  duke 
of  Cornwall,  and  earl  of  Chefter  \  the  laid  Richatxi 
being  then  about  the  age  of  eleven  years,  at  Ha^. 
Vtrihg.  Oft  the  bower  in  the  county  of  EfTex, 
and  upon  Chriftmas-day  then  next  following,  he 
caufed  the  faid  Prince  iiis  grandchild  to  fit  at  the 
table  in  high  eftate  above  all  his  uncles,  the  kind's 
Ions,  as  heir  apparent  to  the  crown ;  and  this 
Richard  being  king  after  his  grandfather's  deoealc, 
by  the  name  of  Richard  the  Second,  by  authority 
or  parliament  made  the  earldom  of  Chefter  a  prin- 
clpafit^,  and  to  the  fame  Mnexed  the  caftle  ot  Le« 
on,  with  the  territories  of  Bronifield  and  Yale, 
Chirk-caftle  with  Chirkland,  Ofwald-ftreet-caftfe, 
die  whok  hundred  and  ekven  towM  bdoofiing  to 
that  t:aftle,  with  other  gdpdty  lands ;  and  &  faid 
kmgHkhaid  alfo  ftykd  himklf  i»inoe  of  Chefter : 

but 
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but  that  title,  faith  Mr.  Cambden,  did  not  long 
endure. 

The  next  king  was  Henry  fumamed  Boling- 
broke,  fon  of  the  noble  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of 
Lancafter,  &c.  This  Henry  the  Fourth  by  his 
charter  dated  at  Weftminfter  the  13th  of  OAober, 
in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  created  Henry  his 
eideft  fon,  furnamed  Monmouth,  prince  of  Wales, 
and  invefted  him  with  the  princely  ornaments, 
namely,  the  chapter,  gold  ring,  and  reed  or  verge 
of  gold ;  and  by  adt  of  parliament  the  fame  year 
the  ftile  of  the  laid  prince  is  declared  to  be  prince 
of  Wales,  duke  of  Aquitain,  Lancafter,  and 
Cornwall,  and  earl  of  Chefter. 

King  Henry  the  Fifth  had  but  a  ihort  reign,  and 
left  his  fon  and  heir,  then  an  infant  of  half  a  year 
old,  or  little  more,  lb  that  there  was  no  creation 
of  him  to  this  earldom;  but  immediately  upon  the 
deceafe  of  his  father,  he  was  proclaimed  king  by 
the  name  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  who  afterwards  by 
parliament  in  the  13th  year  of  his  reign,  and  by 
charter  aitcrwards  bearing  date  the  15th  of  March, 
in  the  3  2d  year  of  his  reign,  created  Edward  his 
fon  by  one  and  the  felf-fame  patent  to  be  prince 
of  Wales,  and  earl  of  Chcller,  in  manner  for- 
merly ufed,  &c. 

Which  noble  young  prince  enjoyed  not  long  that 
title,  but  in  thofe  horrible  and  bloody  diffentions 
and  civil  wars  between  the  houfes  of  York  and 
Lancafter,  both  father  and  fon  left  their  honours 
and  their  lives  to  Edward  the  Fourth,  who  had 
been  earl  of  March,  and  now  had  the  laft  viftoi-y 
againft  Henry  the  Sixth.  Being  eftabliflied  in  the 
throne  of  his  kingdom,  he,  by  his  charter  dated 
the  26th  of  June,  in  the  nth  year  of  his  reign, 
created  Edward  his  fon,  who  was  born  in  the  lanc- 
tuarv  of  Weftminfter,  j)rincc  of  Wales,  and  earl 
of  Chefter, 

And 
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And  by  another  charter  of  the  fame  year,  gave 
unto  him  the  lands  and  revenues  of  the  faid  prin- 
cipality and  earldom ;  but  this  young  prince  alfo, 
-although  he  attained  to  the  title  of  king  Edward 
the  Fifth,  yet  never  attained  to  be  crowned;  but 
by  the  treacherous  ufurpation  of  Richard  (his  uiv- 
cfe)  duke  of  Gloucefter,  was  deprived  of  crown^ 
honours,  realm,  life  and  all. 

That  bloody  ufurper  being  king  of  England,  by 
the  name  of  king  Richard  the  Third,  although  he 
created  his  fon  Edward  prince  of  Wales,  and  lieu- 
tenant of  the  realm  of  Ireland ;  yet  he  fhortly 
found  the  revenging  hand  of  God,  depriving 
both  him  and  his,  of  all  dignities,  honours,  and 
lives,  as  he  had  done  to  others.  Next  unto  whom, 
Henry  the  Seventh,  who,  by  a  happy  war,  brought 
a  blefled  peace  to  this  miferable  and  then  diftraAed 
and  dilfa^fled  kingdom,  who  was  father  to  Mar- 

firet,  the  great  grandmother  of  this  our  now 
ngland's  Solomon,  our  gracious  fovereign.  He 
by  his  letters  patent,  created  Arthur  his  eldeft 
fon,  prince  of  Wales,  wherein  alfo  then  refted  in- 
cluded the  earldom  of  Chefter. 

And  that  prince  deceafing  in  his  father's  life- 
time, the  faid  king,  the  i8th  of  February,  in  the 
'  19th  year  of  his  reign,  created  Henry,  then  his 
only  fon,  prince  of  Wales,  &c.  After  him,  the 
faid  Henry  attaining  the  crown,  by  the  name  of 
Henry  the  Eighth,  he  held  all  thefe  dignities  in 
his  royal  perfon,  and  left  the  fame  to  Edward  (his 
fon)  called  Edward  the  Sixth,  a  young  Jofias,  a 
blefled  king,  whom  the  God  of  Heaven  thought 
too  rich  a  jewel  forfmful  earth,  and  took  him  into 
his  own  kingdom  before  he  was  come  to  maturity 
of  years. 

The  next  to  him  reigned  queen  Mary,  theeldeft 
daughter  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth,  in  whom 

were 
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wrrc  invriled  »H  thoi^  royal  titles  and  dignities^ 
which  (he  cnioycd  but  a  ihart  tinic, 

I'o  whom  iuccceded  ntxi^  tiiat  ever  memorable 
paragon  ot  all  princely  maiden-queens,  Llizabeth, 
in  w*hol*e  royal  perfun  rd'tcd  all  thefe  princely  dig- 
tiities  more  than  forty-four  years,  ere  (he  letc  them 
all  in  peace  and  hlcflfed  tame  to  him,  to  whom  all 
former  true  and  indubitate  titles  and  defcents  do 
directly  bring  them  down  to  fall  dcicrvcdly ;  name- 
K,  upon  our  gracious  ibvereign  lord  king  James. 

In  his  maielty's  royal  perlon,  this  earldom  reft- 
ed  from  his  coming  to  the  crown  of  England  un- 
til the  eighth  year  ot  his  higl^nclb's  reign,  in  the  year 
r6io,  when  it  pleai'ed  him  by  act  of  parliament, 
to  create  Henry  ;his  eldeft  ion)  prince  of  Wales, 
duke  of  Cornwall,  and  earl  of  Cheiier :  which 
moft  hopeful  young  prince,  about  two  years  after, 
u{K>n  the  ninth  ot  November,  1612,  it  pleafed 
Go^.1  to  take  10  -n  immortal  crown  of  glory  in 
heaven. 

A?":tr  y\ho\c  LicceaiV,  the  nc\:  in  lucceflion  to 
}v:r..  bcinc  tha:  :ii'J!tr:o-J5  C:\:.rit>^  his  majelty'* 
uct';:d  Jon,  it  j.icra;e::  r*:f  r*:cn;iL;s,  in  the  year 
ff.i;,  TO  create  him,  :r.  iikr  niArinrr,  prince  of 
W.il'';,  duke  of  Cornwai],  :.nu  lltx  ci  Cheilcr; 
fcit  wliofc  health,  h^prin^J^.  ar...  \  .£  wOniinuancc 
III  ilir  jJoflTtfTior.  ani  i».  iTir .  .:  ;i  ..;   ....  ■.  >  iuft  and 

my.tl  ritk-',  2nd  f.:z^::  ■.:.  :.:  - : i^^'^ylc   niQic 

•  .111!'  I';  %rzy  ur.*..  u.»_  :  ....    *  :   ■  .    . 

(Jf  the  Lic\f?J7::s::    Fy:.    .  J  C.  vr*'r*fj^^n* 
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Mfe  fliould  make  fomc  brief  relation  of  the  fpi- 
ritual  regiment  here,  which  doth  not  a  little  illuC- 
trate  and  fet  forth  the  antiquity,  dignity,  and 
great  eftimation  of  our  country,  which  is  the  maiin 
fcope  I  aim  at :  in  which  difcourfe,  becauie  opi- 
nionsf  are  variable,  and  becaufe  the  firft  beginning 
of  the  plantation  and  government  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  and  the  church,  is  a  thing  rather  con- 
jcckuraily  fet  down,  than  pofitively  concluded  by 
thehiftories,  not  only  of  this  country  and  city, 
but  even  of  aH  others  alfo  the  parts  and  cities  of 
the  whole  kingdom ;  I  will  therefore  briefly  follow 
fcieh  collections  as  I  meet  withat,  touching  thi 
firft  beginning  of  church  govcrrimfeht.  Here  had 
been  within  the  bounds  of  Britain,  faff h  our  fto- 
riw,  before  the  tinie  of  king  Lucius^  whofe  reigh 
bcgaii  about  thi  year  179,  flamines^  and  arch- 
flamtnes,  who  were  governors  over  others,  the 
priefts  of  that  rdi^n,  which  the  people  in  their 
paganifm  dM  profefs,  as  idolatry  hath  ever  made 
a  courttetieit  Ihew  of  the  true  fervice  of  God ;  and 
whbn  Lucius  was  converted  to  the  Chriftian  faith, 
t6  enlm^ge' the  power  of  Chriftian*  knowledge,  and 
(ettte^a  government  in  the  church  of  Chrift,  abo- 
lifhlng  thoie  feiats  of  heathenifh  idol^ers,  he  took 
advtoVage'  of  the'  tehlples  and  other  coiiveniencies, 
wickedly  ufed  by  them,  to  turn  them  to  thie  true 
fervice  of  God  and  Chrift  j  and  therefore  ordain- 
ed in  England'  three  archbiftiops,  and  twentv- 
eight  biihops;  one  of  which  archbilhbps  ne 
pl'tfced  at  London,  to  whom  was  fubjeft  Cornwall^ 
antfthfe  middle  part  of  England,  unto  the  Hum- 
bcr:  •  Thcf  fecorid  was  fettled  at  York,  under 
whont  were  all  the  north  parts  of  Britain,  from  the 
river  of  Huiiibe'r,  to  the  fartheft  parts  of  Scot- 
land.*  Arid  the  third  was  the  archbilhop  of  Caer- 
leon^  that  is  Chefter,  to  which  was  fubjeft  all 
Wdes,'wiuch  then  alfo  contained  feven  bifhops 
Vol.  I.  U  u  within 
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within  that  country,  though  now  they  be  fewer. 
Thus  far  I  note  only  to  (hew,  that  when  Lucius 
began  the  Chrillian  religion,  it  may  appear  that 
both  Chefter  hod  been  a  place  for  the  arch-fla- 
mine  in  the  time  of  paganifm,  and  was  alfo  an 
archbifhop's  fee  at  the  firft  plantation  of  the  truth. 

But  much  ado  there  was,  and  it  is  like  lb,  be- 
fore church  government  got  any  furc  footing,  after 
the  time  of  Lucius ;  for  the  kings  and  rulers  of 
the  temporal  government,  as  they  were  well  or  ill 
affe&ed  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  fo  they  encouraged  or 
expk)fed  the  learned  and  godly  bifhops,  from  time 
to  time  \  fo  that  I  find  little  certainty  in  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  the  bilhops,  even  to  the  times  of  the 
Saxon  government,  who  divided  the  kingdom  it- 
felf  into  feveral  provinces;  and  about  the  time  of 
Peda,  the  fon  of  Penda,  who  was  king  of  that 
part  which  was  called  Mercia,  and  the  firft  prince 
that  did  foundly  make  profeflion  of  the  Chriftian 
faith  in  that  province,  throwing  down  and  de- 
ftroying  idols,  and  erefting  churches  therein :  in 
which  province  of  Mercia,  Chefter  was  ever  one 
and  the  moft  frequent  rcfiding  place  of  the  chief 
governors,  both  temporal  and  ecclefiaftical  of  all 
Mercia.  And  then  that,  and  all  other  provinces 
began  to  be  more  exprelsly  divided  into  diocefles 
and  parilhes,  which  tell  out  much  about  the  time 
of  the  year  650. 

In  the  year  657,  Diuma  was  ordained  a  bilhop 
of  Mercia,  and  of  Lindesfearn,  as  it  is  in  Howe*s 
large  Chronicle,  fol.  74  ;  tor  there  were  fo  few 
priefts,  that  one  bifnop  had  the  rule  over  two  pro- 
vinces :  about  the  year  666,  Theodorus  an  arch- 
bifhop  of  Cant,  ordained  Cedda  to  be  bifliop 
of  the  province  of  Mercia-,  and  afterwards,  by 
authority  of  a  I'ynod  holden  at  Hatfield,  he  di- 
vided that  whole  province  into  five  bifhopricks  ; 
namciy,  Clielter,   Worceiler,   Lichfield,  Ctderna 

in 
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in  Lindfey,  and  Dorchcftcr,  which  was  after  tran- 
flated  to  Lincoln  (Afts  and  Mon.  fol.  12),  in  the 
timeofOffa,kingofMercia,  Sexwolf,  which  was  he 
who  had  been  abbot  of  Medamftead,  now  Peterbo- 
rough, was  ordained  bilhop  of  Chefter  -,  at  which 
time,  alfo,  Cadwin  was  bifhop  of  I-ichfield,  Poly- 
chron.  lib.  I.  cap.  Iv.  and  there  it  is  alfo  written, 
that  the  fame  Sexwolf  ruled  the  whole  province  of 
Mercia  before  that  divifion  of  the  bifliopricks,  and 
that  he  made  then  fpecial  choice  to  be  bifhop  of 
Chefter,  the  chicfcft  of  all  the  reft,  lib.  V.  cap.  ix. 

|t  is  the  fame  hiftory  of  Polychron.  affirmeth, 
that  Hedda  held  both  the  biftiopricks  of  Chefter 
and  Lichfield,  in  the  time  of  Ethelred  king  of 
Northumberland.  And  that  Wilfride  coming  out 
of  Northumberland,  was  bi(hop  of  Chefter  for  a 
time;  but  at  the  death  of  Ethelred,  thefaid  Wil- 
fride returned  to  his  former  place  in  Northumber- 
land ;  and  Hedda  had  again  Chefter,  which  he  heki 
with  that  of  Lichfield;  and  that  afterwards  the 
fame  two  biftiopricks  were  again  divided,  and  Tor- 
ca  was  made  bifhop  of  Chefter. 

In  the  firft  volume  of  the  hiftory  of  England, 
lib.  II.  fol.  94,  it  is  faid,  that  OflFa,  king  of  Mercia, 
procured  the  fee  of  Canterbury  to  be  tranflated  to 
Lichfield ;  to  which  fee  fix  bifhopricks  were  then 
fubjeft;  of  whom  Werburtnes,  bifhop  of  Cheiter, 
was  one.  The  fame  Werburtnes  was  bifhop  of 
Chefter  about  ann.  785. 

In  king  Edgar's  days,  Lofwinus  joined  together 
the  bifhopricks  of  Chefter  and  Lindfey,  or  Lincoln, 
and  held  them  both,  Polychron.  lib.  L.  cap.  Iv. 
-  In  the  time  of  W  illiam  the  Conqueror,  was  the 
bifhoprick  of  Chefter  fettled  at  Chefter,  by  doom 
of  Canon-law,  lib.  L.  cap.  Hi. 

And  afterwards  the  fame  Concjuefor  preferred 
his  chaplain  Robert  to  the  fame  bifhoprick  :  And 
HoUingfhead  in  the  laft  volume  faith,  that  the 
U  u  2  Ocv>\\Ocv 
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church  of  Coventry  was  annexed  to  the  fqe  <^  Ches- 
ter, b]r  Robert  Bi(hop  of  that  diocefs^  in  the  Uil 
year  of  William  Rufiis. 

In  the  fame  author  it  is  afnrmed,  that,  in  the 
time  of  King  Stephen,  the  bifhop  of  Cheiter  was 
called  Walter,  and  was  witnefs  to  the  anicles  of 
agreement  between  the  faid  King  Stepjien  and 
Henry  Duke  of  Normandy,  who  was  after  King 
Henry  the  Second,  anno  1154.  Some  write  that 
Walter  Bray  was  made  bifhop  of  Cheller,  anno 
1 2 10. 

In  the  time  of  Henry  the  Second,  Gerrard^  fur- 
named  Pucell,  was  bifhop  of  Chefter,  and  died 
about  1 181.     The  fame  author. 

And  in  the  fame  author  is  mentioned,  that  in 
the  time  of  Richard  the  Firft,  Hugh  was  noqninat- 
ed  bifhop  of  Chefler,  and  was  robbed  of  the  money 
coUefted  towards  the  king's  ranfom,  and  was  re- 
moved from  his  bifhoprick,  but  afterwards  refloiied 
again.  About  ann.  1 191,  William  Longechampc, 
bilhop  of  Ely,  lord  chancellor  of  England,  legate, 
called  a  council  at  Wcftminfter,  at  the  king^s  pro- 
curement, who  was  then  abfent,  and  in  Paleflmc; 
in  which  council,  at  the  fuit  of  Hugh  bifhop  01 
Chefler,  it  was  decreed,  that  the  monks  ofCoventr) 
fhould  be  removed,  and fecular  canons  there  placed, 
becaufe  the  faid  monks  had  made  a  fray  upon  the 
bifhop  of  Chefler  in  their  church  of  Coventry.  Fa- 
bian in  Chron.  par.  VIL 

Jeffrey  was  bilhop  of  ChcAer  in  the  reign  of 
King  John ;  about  ann.  1210,  tlie  faid  bifliop,  with 
others,  was  lent  upon  an  embaffy  from  the  faid  king 
John,  to  William  King  of  Scots,  HoU.  vol.  ult. 
Alexijnder  Wendcock  was  bifhop  of  Chefter  in 
the  time  of  king  Henry  the  Third,  about  the  year 
1272.  Holl.  in  the  fame  place.  And  the  bifhop 
of  Chefler  was  employed  in  the  coronation  of  the 
fame  king,  as  it  is  in  A(5ts  &  Mon.  vol.  I.  foh  234. 

In 
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In  that  king's  time  tl^re  was  a  cohccnjtioh  about  - 
the  deftion  of  the  bifliop  of  Durham,  between  the 
king  and  the  monks  there,  and  iWicflengers  were 
fent  on  either  fide  to  Rome,  the  king  finding  the 
Infliop  of  Chcftcr  and  the  prior  of  Lemony. 

And  the  like  quarrel  was  alfo  about  the  ekftion 
of  an  archhifliop  of  Canterbury,  upon  which  the 
king  fent  the  fame  biihop  of  Chefter,  the  bifh^p  of 
Rocbefter,  and  one  John,  archdeacon  of  Bedford^ 
to  Rome  in  the  year  12^8. 

And  in  the  year  1*34,  the  kiog  fcnt  Edward 
acchbiihop  of Ca^KerbiAry,  with  <he  biihopof  Chcf- 
ter  and  biihop  of  Koeiieil^r,  to  LkweUio,  prince 
of  Wales,  Richard  earl  marfhal,  ^nd^hcrs^  tojdeal* 
10  the  giieat  ajfTairs  of  Aate ;  all  this  enjoyment 
cioth  pnoye  the  dignity  of  the  bifl>op  of  chefter  in 
thoie  dayf  \  and  thca  after,  in  Edwajd  the  Firft's 
neig^  Walter  L^i^gjtQn  was  bi0iop  of  Chefler,  lord 
maAjror  oi  Engird,,  ami  wM  alfQ  one  of  the  exe- 
cutors of  the  (aid  king,  in  whofe  reign  alfo  we  find 
in  Holliq^hod,  that  ^  king  committed  Edward 
the  young  prince  to  prifon^  who  by  procunmenc 
oif  Pierce  Gavefton,  a  wanton  companion  of  his, 
being  born  in  Gafpoine,  bad  violently  and  notoufiy' 
broke  into  the  biihop  of  Cheiter^s  park,  which 
^as  in  the  year  1305,  and  thefaid  king  exiled  the 
fgid  Gavefton,  being  afraid  of  his  exciting  the  young 
prince  to  idle  courfes,  which  prince  afterwards  be- 
ing come  to  the  crown,  recalled  the  faid  Gaveftdn, 
and  met  him  perfonaljy  at  Cliefter^  and  advanceit 
him  to  be  earl  of  Cornwall,  who  then  alfo  took 
occafion  to  be  revenged  of  the  faid  bifhop  for  his 
old  quarrels,  as  appears  in  a  hillory  written  by  a 
fchoolmafter  of  St.  Alban's,  fol.  98. 

One  Thomas  was  bifliop  of  Chcfter  about  the 
year  1387,  and  one  of  the  witncflfes  among  others 
that  fubfcribed,  on  the  part  of  king  Richard  the 
Second,  amongft  the  lords  in  behalf  of  Ro.  Vere, 
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duke  of  Ireland,  Michael  de  la  Pole,  earl  of  Suf- 
folk, and  others.  HoU.  in  loco  citato.  After 
this  one  Robert  Peach  was  bifhop  of  Chcftcr. 
Ball  in  Apol.  fol.  124. 

Then  Edward  Stafford.  Stowc  in  Chron.  Next 
unto  him  James  Carie,  about  the  year  141 9.  Stowc, 
ibid.  The  fchoolmafter  of  St.  Alban's  hath  it,  that 
Reginald  Peacock  was  bifhopofChefter  about  the 
36th  year  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  fol.  1 59 ;  but  Stowe,' 
in  his  Chronicle,  fol.  402,  makes  him  bifhop  of 
Chichefter.  HoU.  in  his  laft  volume,  fol.  1524, 
faith  Do&OT  Blitch  was  bifhop  of  Chefler  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth, 
or  near  thereunto. 

Here  let  me  advertife  the  reader,  that  the  caufe 
why  thefe  former  fuccefTions  of  bifhops  of  Chefler 
are  laid  fo  uncertain,  I  fuppofe  to  be  from  the  un- 
certainty that  they  were  in  all  this  time;  the  fame 
bifhoprick  being  mixed  as  it  were  with  that  of 
LichBeld,  and  took  denomination  according  to  the 
rcfidence  or  plcafurc  of  the  men  that  held  the  fame, 
and  many  tranflations  betwixt  the  one  and  the  other, 
as  alfo  betwixt  this  and  Coventry,  and  between 
Coventry  and  Lichfield,  and  other  places,  as  in 
reading  of  our  flory-writers  may  be  lecn  -,  fo  that 
in  thefe  various  alterations  Chefler  was  faid,  as  it  is 
in  Mr.  Cambden,  to  have  lain  a  long  time  with- 
out this  epifcopal  dignity,  until  king  Henry  the 
Eighth,  having  thruft  out  die  monks, ordained  pre- 
bendaries, and  reflored  a  bifhop  there  again  in  the 
33d  year  of  his  reign. 


nc 
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The  SucciJJion  of  the  faid  Bijhops  Jince  the  f aid 
three  and  thirtieth  year  ofHtnry  the  Eighth. 

JOHN  BIRD,  Doftor  of  Divinity,  having 
been  a  friar  of  the  order  of  the  Carmelites,  was 
cranflated  from  the  bifhoprick  of  Bangor  to  the 
biihoprick  of  Chefter  in  the  year  1541,  and  H.  8. 
anno  33.  George  Coats,  Do6tor  of  Divinity, 
having  been  before  made  bi(hop  there,  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Mary  he  gave  the  fentence  againft  George 
March,  who  was  condemned,  and  buried  there,  in 
the  year  1555,  for  witnefling  the  truth  of  Chrift 
againft  popery. 

And  m  the  fame  Queen's  reign  Cuthbert  Scot 
was  made  biihop  there,  continuing  in  the  lame  two 
years  and  a  half. 

William  Downham,  Doftor  of  Divinity,  was  made 
biihop  of  Chefter  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  third 
year  of  her  reign,  anno  Dom.  1561,  and  continued 
biihop  16  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  choir  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Chefter,  as  hath  been  mcn- 
•  tioned. 

William  Chaderton,  Doftorof  Divinity,  having 
been  public  reader  of  divinity  for  the  kmg's  lec- 
ture in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  and  matter  of 
Queen's  college,  was  made  biihop  of  Chefter  1 579, 
the  9th  of  November ;  and  continued  biiliop  about 
18  years,  and  was  then  tranflated  to  Lincoln. 

Hugh  Bellot,  Dodor  of  Divinity,  was  tranflated 
from  Bangor,  anno  Eliz.  37th  anno.  Dom.  1505, 
^d  continued  biihop  two  years;  he  lieth  buried  at 
Wrexham  in  Denbigh fliire. 

Ralph  Vaughan,  Doftor  of  Divinity,  having 
been  alfo  biihop  of  Bangor,  was  tranflated  thence 


33^     THE    V  A  £  E  -  R  O  Y  A  L 

toChcfterthe  1 6th  of  May,  1597,  and  inftalled 
there  the  tenth  of  NovemlN^ }  he  continOcd  bilhop 
there  five  years,  and  was  thcrnce  tranflated  to 
London  in  the  reign  of  our  fovereigp  lord  king 
James* 

Geor^  Lloyd,.  D.  D..  having  been  diviiuty 
reader  in  the  cathedral  church  at  Chefter,  and 
after  biihop  of  Mann,  was  tranflated  thence  to 
Cheftcr  in  the  year  1604,  Jac.  3d,  he  continithl 
biihop  there  fooie  years,  and  lieih  buried  in'  th* 
choir  afore-mentioned  by  the  gravv  of  bifliop 
Downham. 

Thomas  Morton,  D.  D.  had  been  dean  of 
Winchester,  was  made  biihop  of  Chelter  the  7th 
of  July,,  in  the  year.  x6i6,  came  to  Che£ber  the 
3d  of  Oftober  following,,  and-  was  tranflated  kence 
to  be  bifhop  of  Lichfie)d  and  Coventry  in  tha 
year  161 8. 

John  Bridgman,  D.  D.  and  parfon  of  Wigan^ 
in  Lancafliire,  was  confccrated  bifhop  of  Cheftcr 
in  the  year  1601,  and  continueth  our  worthy  di- 
ocefan  to  this  time. 


Of  the  Government  of  the  County  and  City  £jf 
Cheftcr,  by  the  Officers  that  ruled  here  after 
the  Earls;  and  of  the  Mayors  of  the  jam§ 
City. 

LET  it  be  thought  no  diforder  in  my  intehded 
metliod,  now,  next  after  thefe  fucceffions  of 
earls  and  bifhops  to  place  the  temporal  government^ 
efpecially  of  the  city,  that  like  as  it  felL  out  in 
our  former  defcription,  thar  I  fell  upon  the  city  in 
the  proper  place  according  to  liie  fituaiion,  {^ 

in 
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in  the  order  of  time  I  may  now  fall  upon  that 
government  of  the  chief  part  of  this  famous  Coun- 
ty Palatine,  tliat  did  moft  immediately  fucceed 
in  the  rule  thereof  •,  and  alfo  of  this  the  nobl^ 
and  famous  feat  of  the  forementioncd  princely 
perfons,  arid  moft  honourable  earls,  who  here 
fettled  fuch  a  firm  and  fubftantial  government, 
as  for  the  antiquity,  order,  and  feemly  port  there- 
of, gives  place  to  few  cities  elfewhere:  And  furc 
I  am,  it  far  exceeds  many  of  thofe  that  make 
great  boaft  of  their  dignity. 

For  an  introduction  to  that  government  that 
fucceeded  here  after  the  time  ot  thofe  feven  fa- 
mous earls,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  turn  a  little 
back  to  fpeak  of  that  great  office,  on  which  we 
touched  before, '  that  of  conftable  of  Chefter, 
which  had  great  power  and  authority  in  jurilUidtion 
thereof  i  for  as  tne  king  our  fovereign  commander 
over  the  whole  kingdom  had  one  principal  officer 
under  him,  who  was  called'conftaible  of  England  ; 
fo  the  earl  who  had  his  jura  regalia,  as  it  were, 
within  this  precinft,  had  alfo  a  conftable  under 
him,  who  was  an  officer  of  great  account,  and 
therefore,  fome  derive  the  word  from  two  Englilh 
words,  coning  or  cing,  and  ftaple,  which  toge- 
gethcr  do  fignify  the  king's  ftay,  or  the  kind's 
ftrength,  becaufe  this  officer  had  always  the  chief 
Ordering  of  the  king's  forces  and  martial  affairs, 
both  at  home  aLnd  abroad. 

And  here,  for  the  honour  of  our  country,  let 
me  a  little  further  iipon  this  fit  opportunity  pro- 
ceed in  rehearfal  01  that  famous  fucceffion  and 
defcent  of  thofe  who  were  conftables  of  Chefter, 
from  the  firft  making  it  a  County  Palatine  by 
William  the  Conqueror  :  The  firft  of  whom  you 
heard  before  to  be  Neigel  or  Neil,  the  chiefeft 
of  the  barons,  that  Hugh  Lupus,  the  firft  earl, 
created  for  his  honourable  fervice  and  attendance  -, 

■Vol.  I.  X  X  tnk^x. 
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next  unto  whom  was  William,  the  fon  of  the  faid 
Neil,  who  Ibcceeded  his  father  in  that  office,  and 
governed  therein  unto  the  time  of  king  Stephen ; 
this  William  had  a  daughter  nam^  Mauci,  who 
married  Euftace,  a  Norman  gentleman,  by  whom 
ihe  had  a  fon  named  Richard,  and  furnamed  Fitz- 
Euftace,  who  after  the  deceafe  of  Wijliam,  was  con- 
ftablc  of  Chcfter  j  the  fame  Richard  Fitz-Euftacc, 
after  the  deceafe  of  the  faid  Williani  his  grandfar 
ther,  was  in  right  of  his  mother  created  lord  of  HauV 
ton,  and  conftable  of  Chefter ;  he  married  Albreda, 
filler  and  heir  of  Robert  Lacie,  lord  of  Pomfrcr, 
by  ^hom  he  had  a  fon  named  Ro^r,  who  after 
his  father's  deceafe  was  conftable  ot  Chefter ;  this 
Richard  in  affeAion  to  his  wife,  and  for  the  grea^ 
refpeift  he  had  for  the  name  of  Lacie,  did  a^ume 
the  fame  name  of  Lacie  to  himfelf  and  his  pofteri? 
ty,  and  his  faid  fon  was  called  Ro^r  Lacie ;  and 
mer  the  deceafe  of  Robert  Lacie  w>rementiQne4, 
lord  of  Pomfret,  who  died  without  iffue,  he  en- 
joyed all  his  pofleffions  in  the  right  of  his  faid 
wife,  fitter  and  heir  unto  him  Roger  Lacie,  fon 
of  the  faid  Richard  and  Albreda,  mentioned  in 
ancient  records  to  be  conftable  ot  Chefter,  when 
Richard  the  Firft  took  his  Journey  into  Syria  -,  he 
alfo  continued  conftable  of  Chefter  in  the  reign  of 
king  John ;  he  was  a  valiant  and  difcreet  man, 
and  did  fervice  to  his  king  and  country  in  an  em- 
baflage  into  Scotland ;  he  died  in  the  reign  of 
king  John,  leaving  behind  him  a  fon  named  John 
Lacie,  who  alfo  after  him  was  conftable  of  Chef- 
ter. This  John  took  part  with  other  noblemen 
and  barons  of  this  kingdom  againft  king  John, 
when  the  laid  king  laid  horrible  and  intolerably 
burthens  upon  the  people ;  and  after  the  taking 
of  London,  and  when  the  king  had  condefcended 
to  the  barons  to  certain  articles  which  they  pro- 
pounded, this  John,  conftable  of  Chefter,  for  his. 

wifdom 
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wifdoih  and  great  difcretign,  was  clefted  one  of  the 
twenty-five  perfons  to  be  the  overfeers  for  the 
ftria  obfervation  of  thpfe  articles.  . 

He  had  two  wives,  one  named  Alice,  daughter 
to  Gilbert  Aquila,  by  whom  he  had  no  iffuc  j  the 
other  a  very  honourable  lady,  named  Margaret, 
daughter  and  co-heir  to  Robert  Quincyj  earl  of 
Lincoln,  and  in  her  right,  had  at  her  marriage 
pofftSxon  of  the  moiety  of  her  father's  dignities 
and  pofleflions,  and  afterwards  in  remainder  after 
the  deceafe  of  Randal  Blundevile,  and  of  John 
Scot,  earls  of  Chefter,  he  obtained  the  whole 
earldom  of  Lincoln,  in  the  year  1237,  and  died  in 
1240,  from  whofe  line  the  Lacies  continued  earls 
of  Lincoln  many  years,  who  had  their  honours 
from  the  Quincies.  So  long  the  conftablcs  of 
Chefter,  next  under  the  earls,  bore  the  chief  fway 
here  in  the  governn^ent  both  of  the  county  and 
the  city,  and  no  doubt  had  divers  other  fub* 
ordinate  officers  under  him,  which  we  find  fome- 
times  to  be  titled  by  the  name  of  feneichaU,  that 
i^  ffleward  of  Chefter ;  and  afterwards  the  earldom 
being  come  into  the  king's  hands,  in  the  time  of 
king  Henry  III.  he  be^anto  appoint  ajuftice  of 
Chelter,  one  learncrd  in  the  law,  to  govern  the 
people,  and  order  their  affairs  according  to  law 
and  juliice  \  and  the  city  at  that  time  having  had 
majiy  fpecial  grants  made  unto  them,  for  fpecial 
freedoms  and  privileges  given  them  by  the  faid 
earls  in  their  names ;  yet  no  doubt  but  matters 
military,  and  laW-claufes,  were  under  the  govern- 
mcnt  of  thofc  great  officers  in  the  whole  county 
and  city  together,  until  fuch  time  ai  in  the  city 
a  fettled  mayoralty  was  placed,  which,-  for  a  good 
number  of  years  after  the  mayprs  began ;  and 
therefore  the  very  order  of  the  times  and  govern- 
ment gives  us  occafioft  to  touch  here  the  fuc- 
cdfioh  of  fuch  as  we  fiind  to  have  borne  that  title 
X  X  2  in 
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in  their  diftinfb  times,  as  they  (hall  fall  out  in 
the  table  of  the  mayors  peculiar  only  to  the  city^ 
which  will  not  be  to  interrupt  one  thing  with 
another,  but  to  follow  the  true  fequence  of  things 
in  their  order  as  near  as  they  could ;  to  whidi. 
purpofe  I  had  indeed  a  defire  to  have  made  one 
tabic  of  years,  and  in  columns,  to  have  drawn  of 
thefe  officers,  both  iuftices,  chamberlains,  may- 
ors, and  fheriffs  of  the  county  in  his  own  time ; 
but  I  found  my  inftruftions  too  imperfeft  to  give 
content  therein,  either  to  the  reader,  or  to  mylelf, 
and  therefore  will  hold  on  as  I  began  ;  and  having 
declared  what  men  I  find  to  fiave  governed  in 
the  city  of  Chefter  in  the  times  before  the  may. 
ors,  I  will  now  come  to  the  charters  and  grants 
of  the  city,  and  fo  to  the  mayors,  fheriffs,  and 
others,  as  I  find  them  in  the  trueft  relations  that 
are  extant. 

And  herein  I  can  never  fufficicntJy  and  with 
due  praife  extol  the  induftr)'  and  care  of  a  late 
worthy  citizen  and  alderman,  and  twice  mayor  of 
this  city,  Mr.  William  Alderfey,  merchant,  who 
died  in  Oftober,  1617,  who  as  amongftall  other 
the  commendable  pains  he  took  for  the  maintain- 
ing of  all  the  rights  and  profits  of  this  city,  fo  did 
he  continually  labour  to  reftify  the  ancient  records 
and  monuments,  and  to  find  out  fuch  proofs  as 
he  could  by  any  means  attain  unto,  for  the  true 
relation  of  the  government  and  governors  of  the 
fame,  as  by  fome  notes  of  his,  which,  for  the 
better  reporting  of  thefe  things  have  been  af- 
forded me,  and  which  I  have  el'pecially  followed, 
in  following  the  memorials  of  the  city  I  fhall  fet 
down. 

And  firfl  obferve  what  notable  privileges  the 
faid  earls  at  the  firfl  endowed  this  city  withall, 
and  which  have  been  confirmed  and  augmented  by 
the  fuccecding  princes,  kings,  and  queens  of  this 

land, 
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land^  wherein  yet  I  would  entreat  my  reader  not 
to  cxpedt  that  I  (hould  fet  forth  the  particular 
charters  and  grants  at  large,  for  that  would  be 
both  idle  in  me,  and  tedious  to  others.  Neither 
that  I  (hould  medclle  in  any  thing  concerning  the 
city's  rights  and  evidences  >  or  wade  into  queitions 
unfit  for  me  to  meddl^:  in,  only  to  profecute  my  plain 
intendment,  to  give  all  the  luftre  I  can  to  the 
honourable  antiquity  and  (late  of  the  government 
here. 

Wc  fay  nothing  of  all  the  reports  which  ai-c 
made  of  the  privileges  and  cuftoms  which  this  city 
had  in  the  Britons  and  Saxons  time,  before  and 
after  the  fame  was  held  for  the  principal  refidence 
of  the  dukes  of  Mercia,  wherein  though  much 
might  be  produced  out  of  the  uncertain  reports  of 
old  and  late  writers,  for  the  proving  of  great  au- 
thority and  power  afcribed  to  feveral  governors 
in  this  city,  yet  I  had  rather  content  mylelf  with 
that  which  hath  been  without  controverfy  truly 
colIeAed  of  the  fame  matters  (ince  the  Conqueil. 

It  appears  formerly,  that  the  jurifdiftion  here 
was  fo  flbfolutely  granted  by  the  faid  Conqueror  to 
his  kinfman  Hugh  Lupus,  and  fo  defcended  to 
the  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  of  the  faid  earl,  that  the 
charters  made  and  granted  from  them,  are  of  the 
fame  repute  for  that  time  as  the  other  grants 
have  been  fince ;  and,  therefore,  their  firft  confir- 
mations of  the  former  liberties  and  privileges 
which  the  city  had  enjoyed  in  former  times,  proves 
not  only  their  own  endowments  bcftowed  then 
upon  it,  but  the  honourable  condition  of  the  city 
before  their  days. 

We  find,  that  before  the  faid  city  had  any 
charter,  they  ufed  by  nrcfcription  divers  liberties, 
and  enjoyed  a  Guild  Mercatory,  that  is,  a  Bro- 
therhood of  Merchants  ;  and  that  whofoever  was 
not  admitted  of  that  fociety,  he  could  npt  ufe  any 

trade^ 
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trade,  or  traSick,  within  the  city^  nor  be  a  tradef- 
man  therein.  And  the  tenor  ot  this  Guild  Mer- 
catory  did  ever  nm  in  thefe  words,  Sicui  baSinus 
nfi  fnmnt\  and  was  after  confirmed  under  the 
earl's  feal.  And  there  were  appointed  two  )ovcr- 
feers,  and  thofe  were  appointed  out  of  the  ehiefeft 
of  the  citizens,  and  were  greatly  rdpcfted  of  the 
citizens,  as  officers  that  had  the  fpecial  care  of 
maintaining  thole  privileges.  And  did  receive  for 
the  city  all  the  fums  of  money  paid  by  ftrafiger!^ 
for  cuftom  of  mcrchandifc  brought  either  by  fea 
or  land ;  except  it  were  at  the  tairs,  which  then 
were,  as  fome  fay,  three  in  the  year,  at  Midfum- 
mer,  Michaelmas,  and  Martinmas. 

A  continuance  of  the  fame  officers,  and,  a<i 
many  fuppofe,  the  fame  name  of  thofe  officers 
remaineth  to  this  day  in  the  Leave-lookers,  who 
then  were  the  head  and  chief  of  the  citizens  befort 
a  mayor  was  ordained,  and  ftill  are  reputed  the 
head  or  chief  of  the  forty,  or  the  common-coun- 
cil of  the  city  ;  and  are  ulually  cholen  of  the  bcrt 
ability  of  the  fame  forty,  as  may  expend  and 
make  provifion  in  liich  matters  as  belong  to  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  city,  and  to  look  to  the 
profits  and  commodities  of  the  city  in  fuch 
cultonis  and  duties  as  fall  due  by  importations  of 
merchandile  into  the  lame. 

The  firft  charter  that  I  find  mentioned,  is  from 
the  firft  Ranulph  earl  of  Cherter,  which  is  direfted 
thus  : 

RanuL  Com.  Cejirue^  Conjialuhirto  Bapifero  Jujli- 
fiar.  licecom.  Barom,  mititibus  BaU'rjis  et  omnibus 
Serz'iaiiihis  Juts  pr^fentibus  el  futiiris^  faluteni :  Scia- 
tis^  &CC.  And  fo  makes  a  large  grant  to  the  city, 
and  warrants  the  fame  llrongly  again  ft  his  heirs, 
and  appoints  forfeitures  upon  all  that  (hall  with- 
ftand  ;  which  charter  is  without  date,  and  hath 
witneflcs  : 

Dcmifw 


O  F    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.      ,      34.3 

Dpnuno  HugorUy  Abbate  CeJirU. 

Dmino  Hugone  le  Orebi^  tunc  Jujiiciar. 

Warren  de  l^emon. 

tm.  de  Venabks. 

J^Afro  Clerk.     Roger  de  Monulger. 

H^gbet  Tb^m.  de  Spencer. 

Al^.  de  ^uligin,    GuIieL  Pincern. 

A(ffde  Tclqm*     David  de  Mfdpasy  et  muUU  atiis^ 

Aod  xhis  charter  was  confirmed  afterwards  by 
the.  ot;her  two  Ranulphs,  earls  of  phefter^  by 
their  ieveral  writings,  with  additions  thefetp  ^  ana 
likewifi^  by  earl  John,  who  ftriftly  prohibited  aU 
buyipg:  and  felling,  except  as  aloref^id;  with 
pd^er  additions. 

There  is  a  charter  from  king  John  whic^h  con- 
firmed ifome  grants  made  unto  the  city  by  kii^ 
Hfmfj  M.  and  this  fliould  feem  to  be  concerning 
iome  privileges  and  liberties  in  Ireland,  with  free.- 
don)  pf  cuftom. 

^  ifcjct^  to.  whom  fupceeded  Henry  III.  from 
whom  were  granted  three  charters  uxider  the  gre^ 
.(((^l,,  as  king,  for  he  had  now  taken  this  earldom 
intp  hip  ..h^ds,  as  you  have  heard  %  and  under 
him  began,  the  firft  mayors  of  QlytQxr^  as  you 
Jh^}^  ^j  fliewed..  In  thq  firft  of  which  charters  h;r 
recites,  that  he  had  feen  the  former  charters  of 
the  earls,^  and  doth  grant  and  confirm  Domeftids 
bimifd^  Cefir.  &r.  that  none  Ihall  buy  or  leU 
f]f)<;rcl)apdiie  in  the  city  but  citizens,  except  in 
the  rairs,  &c.  fub  poena  lol. 
^  Edwwd.  I*  king  of  England  appointeth  the 
naayf)^  ai)4  citizens  of  Chefter  to  furnif)i  tw^ 
fhip!^  tp  .ierye  in  Jt\l%  wars  in  Scotland^  ann«  4 
Edward  I, 

The  fame  king  Edward  I.  tronfirmeth  the  for^ 
ai|^ch?^€X,of  liqixry.  III„  Ms  father,  ahdalfothe 
ch){r(er;of  JELw.  earl  of  Chefter,  for  th;  faid  IK 
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bcrtics  and  cuftoms,  acquittances,  and  releafes  of 
recognizances,  and  proportments  for  tcftaments, 
and  buying  and  Telling. 

He  alfo  confirmeth  the  charter  of  Ran.  carl  of 
Chefter  and  Lincoln,  and  by  the  fame  alfo  giveth 
the  city  of  Chefter,  with  the  appurtenances  and 
all  the  liberties  and  freedoms  to  the  city  of  Chef- 
ter, and  their  heirs,  to  be  holden  ot  him  and 
his  heirs  for  ever,  paying  yearly  lool.  He 
granteth  them  alfo  the  eleftion  of  coroners  and 
pleas  of  thr  crown ;  and  that  the  citizens  fhall 
nave  fock,  fack,  toll,  theme,  infangtheof,  out- 
fangtheof,  and  to  be  free  throughout  all  the  lapd 
and  dominion  of  toll,  pafTage,  &c.  This  char- 
ter is  dated  at  York,  and  eftablifhed  great  autho- 
rity and  pre-eminence  to  the  faid  citizens,  ann. 
28  Edward  I. 

Edward  III.  king  of  England,  reciting  the  faid 
charter  of  Edward  I.  his  grandfather,  confirmeth 
as  well  the  former  charters  of  the  faid  earls,  as 
alfo  thofe  of  Edward  I.  by  his  charter  given  at 
Worcefler,  ann.   i  Edward  III. 

The  laid  king  Edward  III.  confirmeth  all  the 
former  charters,  and  further  granteth  to  the  faid 
citizens,  the  vacant  grounds  within  the  liberties 
of  the  city,  with  leave  to  build  upon  the  fame  ; 
ann.   i  Edward  III.  . 

He  likewife  by  anotlier  charter  confirmeth  all 
the  former,  and  enlargeth  the  fame  with  more 
words  than  any  of  the  former,  ann.  25  Edward 
III, 

Edward  prince  of  Wales,  fon  to  Edward  III. 
by  his  charter,  direfted  to  the  mayor  and  citizens, 
flieweth  that  he  hath  granted  the  fee- farm  of  Chef- 
ter at  I  col.  per  annum  to  the  earl  of  Arundel,  for 
the  term  of  his  life. 

The  fame  Edward  prince  of  Wales  alfo  cOn* 
firmeth  to  the  citizens  their  former  liberties  and 

charters. 


O  F    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  345 

charters,  and  fets  forth  by  fpecial  names  the 
boundaries  of  the  city  of  Chcller,  beginning  at 
the  iron-bridge,  and  fo  to  Saltney,  the  Port-pool, 
Fiuckerfbrooke,  and  Boughton,  &c.  ann.  28 
Edward  III. 

Richard  11.  king  of  England,  by  his  letters 
patent  iheweth-the  ruinous  eitate  of  the  city,  and 
of ,  the  haven,  and  therefore  releafeth  to.  the  ci- 
ttsens  73 1.  los.  8d.  parcel  of  the  100 1.  for  the 
fee-farm  refervcd  by  the  charter  of  Edward  I. 
nrhich  the  city  was  in  arrearages,  ann.  i  Ri- 
chard II. 

The  fame  king  Richard  II.  by  another  charter 
.confirmeth  all  the  former  charters,  rights  and 
^privileges,  anno  regni  fui  3. 

The  fame  king  Richard  II.  giveth  to  the  city 
profits  of  the  paiTage  to  the  building  and  repair- 
uig  of  Dee-bridge,  ann.  1 1  Richard  II. 

The  fame  king  Richard  11.  granteth  to  the 
citizens  the  murage  for  four  years,  ann.  18  Ri- 
chard II. 

The  fame  king  Richard  II.  granteth  to  the  ci- 
tizens the  profits  and  prizes  of  the  murage  to- 
wards the  reparation  of  the  walls  of  the  city  for 
.five  years,  ann.  21  Richard  II. 

The  fame  king  Richard  II.  by  the  name  of 
king  of  England  and  France,  and  lord  of  Ireland, 
.lAnd  prince  of  Wales,  and  earl  of  Chefter,  con- 
firmeth the  former  charters  and  liberties,  with 
large  words.  And  this  charter  is  under  the  feal 
of- the  county  palatine  of  Chefter,  ann.  22  Ri- 
chard II. 

The  fame  king  Richard  II.  prefixed  the  fame 
ftile  for  a  remedy  for  the  demnies  that  had  hap- 
pened amongft  them  ;  and  for  the  furtherance  of 
juftice  in  the  fame  city,  and  better  execution 
:  thereof,  grants  unto  his  iubjeds,  mayors,  fheriffs, 
•and  commonalty  of  the  faid  city,  to  hold  their 
Vol.  I.  Y  y  courts 
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courts,  and  limited  what  proccfles  they  may  award 
in  actions,  perfonal  ftrlonies,  appeals^  proccfs  of 
outlawry,  as  at  the  common  law.  *  So  this  court 
carrieth  great  authority  granted  under  the  leal 
of  the  principality  of  Chefter,  at  Cheftcr,  the 
fourth  of  Auguft,  anno  regni  fid  21. 

It  may  be  thought,  the  king  ufed  the  feal  of 
the  principality  of  Wales  here  at  Chefter  at  that 
time,  which  caufed  it  to  be  fealed  in  the  two 
grants  laft-mentioned. 

Henry  IV.  king  of  England  granted  a  pardon 
to  the  mayor  and  citizens  concerning  the  fervice 
and  aid  they  had  done  to  Henry  Percy ;  and  this 
was  enrolled  at  the  county  holden  5th  Henry  IV. 

Henry  prince  of  Wales  and  earl  of  Chefter, 
eldeft  fon  to  king  Henry  IV.  confirmeth  all  the 
former  charters,  and  giveth  the  mayor  and  citi- 
zens power  to  hold  and  enjoy  all  their  ancient 
freedoms  and  liberties. 

The  fame  Henry,  prince  of  Wales,  granted  to 
the  mayor  and  citizens  the  profits  of  the  murage 
and  bridge-tower,  durante  bent  placitOy  ann,  10 
Henry  IV. 

And  in  the  third  of  this  king,  a  refervation  of 
the  tithe  of  Rood-eye  was  confirmed,  that  the 
parfon  of  St.  Trinity's  fliould  not  have  it. 

Henry  VI.  of  England  confirms  all  their  for- 
mer charters.  And  his  charter  alfo  recites  what 
great  concourfe  in  times  pad,  as  well  by  ftrangers 
as  others,  has  been  made  with  merchandize  into 
this  city,  by  reafon  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  port 
here  •,  and  alfo  what  great  trading  for  vi&uals 
into,  and  out  of  Wales,  to  the  great  profit  of  the 
city,  until  the  time  of  the  then  late  rebellion, 
which  fhould  feem  to  be  that  of  Owen  Glendower. 
And  then  (hewed,  how  the  fame  port  of  Chefter 
was  lamentably  decayed,  by  reafon  of  the  abun- 
dance of  fands  which  had  choaked  the  creek  j  and 

for 


OF    ENGLAND,  347 

for  thefe  conliderations  releafed  tp  the  city  loK 
of  the  fee-farm  referved  by  Edward  I. 

And  in  another  charter,  the  fame  king  releafcth 
another  parcel  of  the  fee-farm,  for  which  the 
iheriffs  ot  the  city  were  found  in  arrearages  before 
the  Auditor. 

Edward  IV.  king  of  England  releafeth  like- 
wife  10 1.  which  was  either  the  former  arrearages, 
or  other  like  grant. 

King  Henry  VII.  in  his  great  charter,  reciting 
how  the  mayors  and  citizens  of  ancient  times  have 
held  the  city  of  Chcfter  of  his  progenitors  earls 
of  Chefter,  paying  yearly  lool.  and  fetteth  down 
At  large  how  the  city  in  times  paft  had  been  no- 
tably frequented  by  ftrangers,  and  that  the  con- 
courfe  both  by  land  and  tea  had  enabled  them  to 
pay  their  former  rent  for  their  fee-farm  •,  but  that 
now  through  the  decay  of  the  haven  and  the  river 
there,  by  many  burftings  forth,  was  become  fandy 
and  unpaflable,  as  before,  for  merchandize.  In 
confideration  thereof,  he  remitteth  80 1,  of  the 
yearly  fee-farm  aforefaid. 

And  the  faid  king  Henry  VII.  granteth,  that 
the  city  of  Chefter,  and  the  fuburbs,  towns  and 
hamlets  thereof,  the  caftle  excepted,  fhould  be  a 
county  of  itfelf,  by  the  name  of  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Chefter;  which  charter  containeth  many 
large  grants. 

King  Henry  VIII.  direfted  his  letters  in  parch- 
ment under  his  privy  feal  to  the  mayor  of  the  faid 
city,  charging,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
city  fhould  remain  within  the  fame  for  the  defence 
thereof;  and  not  to  fuffer  anyperfon,  by  virtue  of 
any  his  letters  placards,  to  take  any  men  in  the 
city,  except  he  did  in  fuch  placard  efptcially 
touch  the  revocation  of  the  faid  letters  fo  dircfted 
to  the  mayor. 

The  fame  king  Henry  VIII.  doth,  by  letters 
Y  y  2  patrnt^ 


i^    T  H  E    V  A i.  E-I^rO^S^Gl  T*      -' 
ptttiitp  dHcbage  the  etiy  «£  CkaiRrlmiN^linwg 

..AjmI  in  the  i«iM  king**  tiiMs  «.fidk0nMiii|i* 
midfe  in  die  Sttr-chamber  i  iiih  fminn  ihn  rinibiMi 
qf  thfra^For. '  ..■•..••■:-v;..i'-.v^^ 

Elizabedi  queen  of  Ei^land,  of  htodntifftmiii 
rf^hfhtr  diarier  coiifiniMd.a)l  'fqmuMimtnm- 
«*d  mand  pMnkn  fyr  aMt-ufiige  0tii»if.niiDpa|f 
the  Mid  liberties  and  cuifannsv  >-.Aadf-'il¥|ti.jqil 
chttter  lb«ll  be  coaftraed  maB^.^itmMii!^^ 
i&edtyi  and mafcp* pmnStm cgpffniigj riljluw t 
good*,  nA  ff9m.]kmcc  t^^mimic  Ummm*^ 
ocitain  yalufb  «iin.  il^  ElitnlMtkr.'v  .  ^ ',  "•'«  •.  t  ?  i 

Our  ^radiMii.ioyaci0»  lum 
divter  tfnder  tke  grnt  Iial  «C  Em^aa^;'  mik^fla 
kingt  caaanncd  aQ  fcrmar-  <lMiffaBt,.tiMid  jiwai< 
MQtdy  and  fal}^  cftpUOM  die  U^iffcp  aMi  pqi. 
Yikge*  ofthe  iaidlciqir,  ano*  x^b4i  fv*-  v^ -.>/  u  «:i 


Of  the  Mayors  and  Sheriffs  of  the   City  of 
Chester. 

THE  faid  worthy  alderman  Mr.  William  Al* 
dcrfcy,  though  he  ever  gave  due  reipeA, 
and  reverenced  the  coUeAions  of  other  induftri- 
ous  men  tliat  had  laboured  in  the  antiquities  of 
the  city,  yet  he  found  that  the  molt  conpmioa  re- 
ceived account  of  the  beginning  of  the  mayor- 
alty afcribed  to  the  53d  year  of  Henry  the  Third,  , 
when  Sir  John  Arnway,  knight,  is  fuppofed  10  be 
the  firft  mayor,  is  untrue :  And  that  in  the  26th 
year  of  the  fame  king,  the  firft  mayor  was  Walter 
Lynnet,  concerning  whom  he  thus  delivereth  hia 
opinion.    This  Walter  Lyiuiet,  whom  I  alia  take 

to 
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te  be  called  Walter  Co^Kentiy,.  I  fuppofe  was  of 
Coventry,  and  came  thence ;  and,  as  I  have  been 
informed  by  fbme.  ftiillfuL  heralds^  wa&  a  knight, 
and  by  aU  conje£i:u|es  had.  d»  go^vernnieni;  lK:re 
until  Richard  Clark  came  to  be  the  mayoc,  which 
WAS  about  the  34th  or  35th. of  Henry  the  Third; 
and  I  take;  him.  the  faid  Walfier  to  bt:  the  fixft  that 
carried  the^  name  of  mayor.  What  name  thty  cal^ 
led  the  chkrf  governor  by,  ini  the  time  of  the  earls, 
I  cannot  certainly  learn,  btit  I  take  it,  that  the 
conftabfe  of  Cheilscr,  who  was  ever  a  great  man^ 
had  the  whole  government  of  the  city  under  the 
earls,  and  had  bailiffs  under  him« 

It  plainly  appears,,  that  the  mayoralty  of  Chel- 
ter  is  very  ancient,  and  grew  to  a  venerable  and 
abfolute  authority,  as  k>og  £uice  as  can  be  faid 
well  near  of  any  other  city  in  the  kingdom.  For 
howfoever  the  beginning  of  the  mayoralty  of  Loa-* 
don  be  reckoned  from  the  firft  of  Richard  the 
Firft,  which  falls  to  fifty-one  or  fifty-two  years 
before  the  beginning  of  this  mayoralty,  at  leail 
by  the  name  of  a  mayor ;  yet  we  fee  that  Henry 
Fitz-Alwyn,  whom  they  call  the  firft  mayor  of 
London^  continued  himfelf  alone  in  that  name 
and  office  to  the  15th  year  of  king  John,  which 
was  about  twenty-four  years  :  and  that  after  him 
the  next  fuccefibrs  were  fome  of  them  five  years, 
fome  three,  fome  eight,  fome  more  or  lefs,  and 
alfo  not  without  fome  interruption  in  dieir  govern- 
ment, even  until  it  grew  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  the  faid  king  Henry  the  Third, 
which  was  but  a  very  few  years  before  the  mayor 
of  Chefter  was  grown  to  be  a  iettlcd  officer,  and 
a  fucceflbr  new  chofen  every  year,  as  well  appears 
in  the  mentioning  of  them. 

And  the  like  may  be  faid  of  our  flienffs  of  the 
city  of  Chefter,  who  no  doubt  were,  in  this  city, 
as  in  the  city  of  London,  formerly  called  bailiff's, 

which 
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which  Mr.  Stowc  deriveth  wdi  fnmi  BaUKra, 
which  was  the  precinft  allotted  to  fuch  ffovem- 
ment  as  had  been  under  portgrevcs,  amnncn, 
(hire-reeves^  vifcounts,  or  howfixver  thejr  had  been 
called,  and  came  at  length  to  that  one  ^>ccial  de- 
nomination of  (heriflfs.  Of  which  name  two  have 
been  ufually  ordained  to  be  the  next  immediate 
officer  to  the  mayor  of  each  city,  as  one  was  to 
the  earl  of  the  feveral  counties }  which  one  fheriff 
for  every  county  finoe  the  earldoms  began  to  be 
titles  of  honour,  and  not  of  office,  hath  been  the 
chief  Cuftos,  or  rather  Queftor,  of  the  feveral 
ihires  to  which  he  is  appointed. 

The  firft  certainty  of  a  mayor's  government  in 
the  city  by  the  name  of  mayor,  is  the  26th  of 
Henry  the  Third,  Anno  Dom.  1242. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

1X7  u     T         -.    VRt.FitzernorFitzrivcs. 

1242.  Walter  Lynnct.  J^  VenatororVenatory 

1243.  Walter  Lynnet,  mayor,  iidem  (heriffs. 
•  244.     Walter  Lynnct,  mayor,  iidem  (heriffs. 

1245.  Walter  Lynnet,  mayor,  iidem  {heriffs. 

1246.  Walter  Lynnet,  mayor,  iidem  (heriffs. 

,  r. .  ^      \\TnU^^  T  „r,«^i.    S  ^^P'  SarEzitt or  Sarazon. 

1247.  Walter  Lynnet,  |  j^Jj^^  ^^^^^^ 

-      -ixr  1      T         -.    V  Richard  Clark. 
«48.    Walter  Lynnct.  |  Eiber  Marlhall. 

1249.    Richard  Clark,  mayor,  iidem  (heriffs. 

There  is  an  ancient  roll  or  record  of  the  perfons 
that  were  entered  into  the  franchife  of  this  city, 
wherein  is  mentioned,  that  fixty-feven  pcrlbns  or 
feventy-fix,  were  admitted  into  the  freedom  at  the 
mayoralty  of  this  Richard  Clark,  and  about  tlie 
34th  or  35th  of  king  Henry  the  Third,  And  the 
enrolment  of  them  thus : 

Jfii  fuhfcripii  iniraveruni  in  gildam  mircauriam^ 

quaMd$ 
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quandogilda  nit.  /edit  in  CelMs^  amo  D$m.  1250^ 
prima  tempore  Rich.  Clark,  tunc  majoris  Ceftri^. 

And  therefore  they  arc  deceived  who  think  the 
faid  roll  was  begun  before  the  city  had  any  may- 
ors or  charters. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

"50.    Richa«.  Clark.  {Jit?'*^^'""^- 

Richard  CUrk.  {«Stl1S£-,y. 

Richard  Ciark.  {g^JStt  T^^ 


125« 


1252 


1253.    Richard  Clark.  |01iverdc  Cotton 
,254.    RichardClark.  {"S^^f^^r"^' 
1256. 

1258- 

..59.    Rici^rd  CUrk.  {«^£;^'>&,„^. 

1260. 
1261. 
1262. 
1263. 
1264. 

..65.    Richard  aark.  {^Sll^r^^^f- 

1266. 
1267. 

1268.     JohnAneway.     < 

"«»•    J"""*-^"-    {M«?:t''df&ry. 

»;o.    JohnAneway.    {5:r„1S„t'^"''- 

Anno 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

1271.  John  Ar.cway.     j 

1272.  JohnAncway,     j 

1273.  It  is  very  like  that  thefc  three  pcrfons,  viz 
Walter  Lynnet,  alias  Sir  Walter  Lynnct ; 
Richard  Clark,  and  John  Ancway,  alia! 
Sir  John  Anevray,  governed  this  city  all 
the  time  of  Henry  the  Third ;  and  tht 
faid  Sir  John  Ancway  governed  unto  the 
levcnth   year  ot   Edward  the  Firft,  whc 

iT  began  his  reign  the  fixtecntli  day  of  No- 

[;  vember,  1272. 

!iS  "74- 

h 

.^f  1275-     The  king  went  towards  Chefter,  that  thi- 

ther L.oolin  prince  of  Wales  might  have 

^  more  iVcc  acccls  unto  him,  but  he  denying 

to  come  to  do   his  homage,  the  king  ga- 

*  tliered  an  hoit  of  men,  minding  to  expel 
the  prince  out  of  his  inheritage. 

•  ^  He  built    the  calllc  of  Flint,  ftrengthened  the 
■                 calllc  of  Ruthland  and  others  againrt  the  Welfh- 

/  men.     Howe  in  his  large  Chronicle,  pag.  200, 

J  X      s  V  Robert  de  Mercer. 

John  Arnway.     ]  ^-^^^^^  Apothecary. 

f  "       T  1      ^  S  Aui.m  Godweike. 

I  1270.     JoanArnwav.     ii^-  1      1   ^    c 

»  /J  .        f  Richard  ae  Spencer. 

''  J  t      .  5  Randal  de  Dcrelbury. 

1277.     JohnArnway.     j  p^-,    ^,^^^^  ^  ^ 

Z  o       T  \      \  VAdam  Godweike. 

^  1278.     John  Arnway.     -Jr*-  i      4  a    ^*l 

^        ^  ^       I  Richard  Apothecary. 

T>    J   -m      A-        V  Hugh  Moles. 
1279.     R-<ieDerclbur>-.|j^^S^^^^^^^^ 


J 


i 


It 
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It  appeareth  by  an  old  evidence,  that  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  Pepper-ftreet  there  was  a  houfe  cal- 
led  Derefbury-hall,  which  belike  appertained  to 
this  man  and  his  anceftors,  as  Matthew  de  Deref- 
bury,  who  was  (herifF,  anno  Dom.  1258.  Ri- 
chard Clark  then  mayor, 

Ahno        Mayors.  Sheriffs* 

1280.     R.  de  Derefbury. 4 

David  lord  Denbigh  being  reconciled  to  his 
brother  the  prince  Leolin,  againft  whom  he  had 
been  a  traitor,  upon  condition  he  fhould  never 
after  ferve  the  king  of  England,  but  become  his 
utter  enemy,  laid  fiegc  to  the  caftle  of  Hawarden, 
and  took  therein  Sir  Roger  Clifford,  a  noble 
knight,  flaying  all  that  refifted,  and  after  fpoiling 
all  the  country.  Howe  in  his  large  Chronicle, 
page  201. 

..8,.    Rtd.  Mercer.  {a'c^S- 

Leolin  prince  of  Wales  came  down  from  the 
mountain  of  Snowden,  to^  Montgomery,  and  was 
at  length  taken  at  Blinch  caftle,  where  ufing  re- 
proachful words  againft  the  Engliftimen,   Roger 
'.  e  Strange  ran  upon  him,  and  cut  off  his  head, 
eaving  his  dead  body  on  the  ground. 

Sir  Roger  Mortimer  caufed  the  head  of  Leolin 
to  be  fet  upon  the  Tower  of  London  crowned 
with  joy ;  this  was  the  end  of  Leolin,  who  was  the 
laft  prince  of  Wales,  of  the  Briton^s  blood,  that 
bare  rule  ia  Wales.  Howe  in  his  large  Chroni- 
cl^9  P%^  202. 

Vq^,  L  Z  z  Anno 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs, 

o       ».  J  114  V  Alex.  Hunell. 

1282.    Rt.dc  Mercer.    { Robert  <5arves. 

.283.  Alex.Hurell.  {^^<*5,^^^: 

.284.  Rt.de  Mercer.  {^^^^"{S^iiSn. 

.285.  Rt.de  Mercer.  {^SS^tlSr"* 

1286.  RcdeTarvin.  j 

1288.     Rt.  de  Tarvin.    < 

1290  Robt.  de  Tarvin.  < 

1 29 1  Robert  Mercer.    < 

..,.    Kctcn  Mercer.    {^^S^jfa'!!^. 

"«     H.deBrickhUL|N^P,"u"«fiUI. 
1294    Robt.  Mercenai.  < 

The  24  aldermen  are  mentioned  in  fome  records, 
bearing  date  this  year. 

"96    H.deBrickhm.   | J,»^^ ^S!""- 

•^^^     u  J    i>  •  1  LMi     V  Jo.  de  Warwick. 
1297    H.deBrickh.ll.   j  Robert  de  Macclesfield. 

It  appeareth  that  this  year  Rich.  Caudelan,  and 
Robert  Macclesfield,  were  Cult.  Guild.  Mercator. 

there- 
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therefore  it  is  Kkc  fome  others  fhould  befheriffs 
this  year,  becauie  it  is  unlike  that  Macclesfield 
fhould  fupply  others. 

And  though  the  office  of  cuflos  guild,  mercator. 
bie  not  found  in  any  record  before  this  year,  yet  it 
is  like  the  faid  office  hath  been  ever  fmce  there  was 
a  guildf  mercator.  Thefe  be  the  very  fame  that 
fupplied  the  office  that  our  leave-lookers  do  now, 
which  was  to  give  licence,  and  compound  with 
any  that  came  either  to  buy  or  fell  within  thefe  li 
berties  contrary  to  our  grants,  as  may  appear  by 
fundry  books  of  their  accounts,  and  did  difburfe 
for  wine  given  and  fentfor  reparations  of  buildings 
and  other  things  pertaining  to  the  city,  for  as  yet 
there  were  not  any  treafurers,  nor  of  long  time  af- 
ter; befide,  if  any  did  dwell,  in  the  city  that  were 
not  free,  if  they  did  ever  buy  or  fell  within  the  li- 
berties, they  did  likewife  compound  with  the  cuf- 
tos  guild,  mercator.  by  the  year. 

And  whereas  now  the  leave-lookers  do  gather 
two-pence  half-penny  upon  the  pound,  of  all  wares 
fc^cl  by  foreigfiers  withm  the  city,  it  is  likely  thac 
cuftom  began  when  the  murage  was  granted,  and 
fo  levied;  for  before  that  time  they  agreed  as  they 
thought  good. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

"99    Al«.Hu«ll.      {S't^'SS^Hc.d. 

The  firfl:  of  Oftober  1300,  Edmund  Earl  of 
Cornwall  died  without  ilTue,  by  means  whereof  the 
earldom  fell  into  the  king's  hands.  The  king  gave 
the  earldom  of  Chefter,  and  principality  of  Wales, 
to  his  eldeft  fon  Edward.  Howe,  in  his  large  Chro- 
nicle, pag.  208. 

Z  z  2  Anno 
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Anno         Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

.300    Al«.H„re..,      {{i^,'^^- 

Edward  prince  of  Wales  and  carl  of  Chefter 
came  to  the  city  of  Chefter  this  year,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  homage  of  the  freeholders  in  Wales, — 
Chron.  of  Wales. 

.^^,     «  r?^Pr;^LK;ii     /Richard  Caudelan. 
1301     RdeBrickhiU.   ^Robert  Ichell. 

Ai       u      11         f  Rich.  Caudelan. 
,30»     Aki.Hun:ll.      {wag.  John  de Tarvin. 

.303     H.deBrickhai.{|^"o'JS^fi«"'- 

.30.    H.  de  Brickhm.{^-7p*SS^!il 

T5   1       r-  rBenedift    Standon,    or 

1305    R.LewGenour,         g^^^^^^ 

alias  Jugenatour.Jj^^^  Warwick. 

r     u-    ^«  u..;^i,k  11  ^R'chard  Caudelan. 
,306    H.  de  BnckhillJ^^j  p^^^j^^g^j^j^j^jjj^ 

rGilbert  DunfuU. 
1307     H.  de  Brickhill.  j  Roger  le  Sparks. 

(.  H  ugh  de  Wheat  ley . 

It  appeareth  by  an  old  record,  that  about  this 
mayor's  time  the  cuftom  of  murage  was  granted 
unto  the  city  both  here  and  at  Frodfham  lor  two 
years,  to  the  reparation  and  amendment  of  the 
walls  of  the  fame  city,  and  towards  the  paving 
thereof;  in  the  fame  record  is  fet  down  by  par- 
ticulars what  is  to  be  paid,  and  for  other  things 
that  are  not  therein  named,  to  pay  for  every  two 
fliillings  a  farthing,  which  is  two  pence  halfpenny 
upon  the  pound.  The  record  doth  begin  thus : 
Every  cranok  of  all  kind  of  corn  Jhall  pay  a  halfpenny ^ 
and  of  fneal  and  malt  a  farthings  Csf  r. 

Alfo 
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Alfo  in  this  year  a  jury  was  impanelled  to  en- 
quire what  cuftom  was  due  at  every  gate  of  the 
city.  The  names  of  which  jurors  were  as  foUoweth : 

Williantof  Peek,  C  Warren  Blunt,  "^  W.Bafingwark, 
Rich,  de Bruin,  I  Henry  Wood^  /Thomas Cotes, 
Gilbt.Dunfull,  j  R.Strangways,  f  Rog.  Peacock, 
Richard  Ruffell,  (.  Roger  Spark,  J  Phil,  le  Cidf. 


Anno 

1308. 

1309. 
1 3 10. 


Sheriffs. 
?W.fil.PetrideBrickhill 
i  Robert  de  Macclesfield. 
j  Gilbert  de  Diinfull. 
I  Richard.de  Wheadey. 
BenediftStandon^Hugh  Blackbrode. 
or  Stanton.       c  Richard  de  Whcatley. 


Mayors. 
H.  de  Brickhill. 

H.  de  Brickhill. 


Henry  Lacy,  earl  of  Lincoln,  and  conftable  of 
Chefter,  and  Cuftos  of  England,  died  at  London 
in  his  houfe  called  Lincoln*s-Inn  -,  he  was  buried 
in  the  new  work  of  St.  Paulas,  whereof  he  was 
founder,  where  a  fair  monument  of  ftone  was  raifed 
for  him.     Howe  in  his  large  Chronicle,  page  215, 


1311 

13H 

1316 
^317 


H.  de  Brickhill.  \ 
H.  de  Brickhill.  \ 
Benedift  Standon  1 
John  Blond.  \ 
John  Blond.         | 

Wm.  Dancaftcr.  \ 

John  Blond.  t 
Wm.  Dancaller.  c 


John  Blond. 
Rich,  de  Wheatlcy. 
Wm.  de  Dancaftcr. 
Richard  Ruffell. 
Gilbert  Dunfull. 
William  le  Peek. 
Richard  le  Wood. 
Richard  de  Wheatlcy. 
Richard  Ruffell. 
Richard  de  Wheatlcy. 
Richard  Ic  Wood. 
William  le  Blond, 
William  Clark. 
William  Mulvacon. 

This 
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This  year  the  faid  John  Blond  died  in  his  may- 
oralty, and  William  Dancailcr  fuccecded  in  his 
place,  as  appeartth  by  this  note  following  out  of 
the  roll  of  the  Guild.  Mercator. 

//^i  ifUravcrunt  giidam  mercatoriam  in  civitate 
Ceftr.  plena  congregatione  die  Veneris  proximi  antefef- 
turn  Saniii  Michaelis  in  Monte^  annoDom.  13 17,  et 
anno  regis  Ed.  II.  tempore  Will.  Dancafter  maior. 
Ceftr.  de£i.  per  mortem  Johannis  Blond  ad  vices  ipfius 
Johznnis  fuplend.  Hugo  de  Vallo  Regulis  et  fVarrenode 
Blund  Cufiod.  Gild,  fcf r. 

Anno         Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

o      \\r     T\       n.      S  Gilbert  de  DunfuU. 
,3.8.     W  m.  Dancaftcr.  }  ^^  ^^  Strangwayc. 

1319.     Will.  fil.  Petri  \  Jo.  Dcrclbury,. 

de  Brickhill.  I  Rog.  le  Blunt  or  Blond. 

T  L    o  •  1  I  11  S  Gilbert  DunfuU. 

,320.     John  BnckluU.  j  Ki^h.^d  Wheatlcy. 

Anno.  Dom.  1322,  upon  the  north  part  of 
Holland,  there  was  feen  upon  the  ftiore  a  ftFengc 
lifli  or  fea-monfler,  playing  earneftly  with  little 
Hones,  which  the  filhermen  efpying,  left  their  nets 
and  came  fecretly  on  Ihore  •,  when  the  monfter 
perceived  them  to  be  near  unto  him,  and  that  he 
was  prevented  from  running  into  the  fea,  becaufc 
they  were  between  him  and  the  water,  he  began  to 
run  anyway,  but  was  quickly  overtaken;  his  head, 
face,  breaft,  arms,  legs,  and  all  his  other  limbs 
and  members  in  every  refpcft  were  like  unto  a 
man  ;  his  fingers  were  nimble  enough,  they  taught 
Jiim  to  fpin,  he  would  not  fpeak,  but  figh  often ; 
in  five  days  fpace  he  would  eat  no  meat,  where- 
upon they  fuffered  him  to  go  unto  the  fea  fide,  to 
fee  what  he  would  do  ;  and  Handing  there  awhile, 
when  he  law  his  keepers  offer  to  look  off  him,  he 
ran  into  the  fea,  and  was  feen  no  more  •,  his  fkin 

was 
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was  fmooth  and  (limy  after  the  manner  of  an  eel : 
There  was  after  this  this  another  taken,  a  female, 
who  was  kept  longer,  and  taught  to  fpin  very  or- 
derly i  but  (he  fpied  her  time  and  ftole  away  into 
the  fea  again. 


Anno        Mayors. 
^321.     Jo.  Brickhill. 

1322.     William  Clark. 


Sheriffs. 
\  Richard  Ru(rell. 
I  Rich.  Whcatlcy. 
V  Ro.  le  Quite  or  White. 
I  Jo.  de  Dere(bury. 


In  this  year  the  New  Tower  was  built  at  the  coft 
of  the  city,  by  John  Helpftone,  a  mafon,  who 
conditioned  to  build  the  (ame,  as  appeareth  by 
an  indenture,  wherein  are  the  heighth,  breadth,  and 
length,  with  the  proportion  of  the  fame  fet  down, 
and  was  to  have  tor  the  building  thereof  looL  as 
alfo  by  the  faid  indenture  appeareth. 


1323. 


1324- 


Will.  fil.  Petri    t  Rich,  de  Bruin, 
de  Brickhill.    I  William  Bafmgwark. 

f  Richard  Garves. 
I  Roger  Norlegh. 
I  Richard  Garves. 
i  Roger  Spark. 


1325.  Rich,  le  Bruin. 

1326.  Rich,  le  Bruin. 


Moftof  the  books  of  mayors  that  are  extant  do 
cake  their  beginning  from  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Third,  and  do  make  Sir  John  Aneway  to  be  then 
mayor,  in(erting  him  with  fome  others  that  were 
mayors  in  former  times  ;  and  did  leave  out  very 
many  of  them  that  did  govern  indeed  unto  the 
reign  of  Richard  the  Second,  from  whence  mo(t 
of  the  books  of  mayors  do  certainly  agree,  and  are 
truly  fet  down,  unlefs  by  the  death  of  fome  may- 
ors 
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,  ors  or  fheriffs  there  arc  fome  efcaped  -,  yet  as  near 
as  couU  be,  the  fame  hath  been  reformed  by  the 
great  care  and  pains  of  that  worthy  and  grave  ci- 
tizen, Mr.  William  Alderfey. 

Anno.         Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

,3.,.    Richard  Garves.j?^„^J^Wh«.U^. 

.3.8.    Rich.  Carves.     l«X5'/S;;Sj'?;ft. 

1329.  Wil.  fil.  Pjctri  dec  Henry  Hurell. 

Brickhill.         i  Madd.  de  Capenhurft. 

1330.  Wil.  111.  Petri  de  f  Roger  de  Broughton. 

Brickhill.        I  Henry  Reade. 
.33..     Rog.r.c  Blond.  {Wm^B-^g^ark. 

,33..     Roger  .c  Blond.  S«S„f,NorkgL^ 

,333.     Rd.deWho«ley.|J°''»B«n«. 

,^         1    01      J     t  David  Ruflcll, 
,334.     Roger  Ic  Blond,    j  Kobert  Ledlham. 

1335.  Hugh  fil.  Johan.  C  Henry  Terrand. 

de  Blond,         (  Richard  Kclfall. 

^      Tt         1    Di      4    J  David  Ruffell. 

1336.  Roger  le  Blond.  \  ^^^^^  Capenhurft. 

T     r>i      I  J  Henry  HurelL 

1337.  Jo.  Blond.  iMaddock  Capenhurft. 

o       T     -Di      J  5  Jo.  de  Hawarden. 

1338.  Jo.  Blond.  Udm.  de  Waterfall. 

T     1    1*1     J  S  ]o.  de  Hawarden. 

1339.  Jo.  le  Blond.  ^  J.^^   ^^^  Waterfall. 

T>      J  T     iru        Wo.  de  Hawarden. 

1340.  Ro.  deLediham.  j -i      ,    ^^    , 

T>   ^        u     n.      f  Maddock  Capenhurft. 

1341.  R.  Capenhurft.    •{  ^,      j    it 

^^  r  I  Tho.  de  Hoograve. 

.34..    R.  Capenhurft.   { ifi^ntweSt"'"- 

Anno 
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Sberiffs. 
T  ,     o,    J         f  William  de  Dancaften 
John  Blond.        1  Rich,  dc  Bruin. 


Anno. 

1343- 

.344.     R.G.p.nhurft.    {^i^^^r^- 

1345.  R.  Capenhurft  {^SSi^Sdkgh. 

This  fummer  was  called  the  dry  fummer ;  for 
from  March  until  the  latter  end  of  July,  there  fell 
little  rain  or  none,  by  reafon  whereof  corn  was  ve- 
ry fcant  the  year  following. 

^     xj        -r        A  /Hugh  de  Mulverton, 

1346.  Henry  Tcrrand.  |j^j^8  ^^  ^^^^^^   ^ 

John  Blond 


1347- 

1348. 
1349- 


{Wm.  de  Capenhurft. 
Rich,  de  Ditton. 
T     m     ^  rAlano  dc  Wheatley. 

Jo.  Blond.         ^William  Damoldfhaw. 
Barth.orBartramr 
NorthenorNor-< 
worthen.  (. 


This  mayor  was  flain  by  Richard  Ditton,  who 
was  pardoned,  paying  150  marks,  and  Richard 
Bruin  fucceeded  in  his  place. 


1354 
■Vol.  I. 


CWiUiamdeHerley. 
1  Stephen  deKelfall. 

1  Robert  deCaftilL 
Jo.  fil.  Adami  le  Quite 
or  White. 
^Thomas  Wyffe. 
(,  Adam  del  Hope. 
?  William  Braffie. 
I  Roger  Lediham. 

Rich,  ic Bruin.   |S?„^^'- 

A  a  a  Anno 


1350.  Jo.  Blond. 

1 35 1.  Jo.  le  Blond. 

1352.  Jo.  Blond. 

1353.  Rich,  le  Bruin. 


3,6%     T  HE    V  AL5.R  O  Y  A  L 

Anno        Mayors.  Skcriffiv 

1355.  Jo.31ond.  iHamondcDidlbuPr. 

Adam  del  Hope  and  Tho.  Appleton  were  ^s 
year  colle&ors  for  murage. 

.»^<      T«J,«  Ri««,i         5  Alexander  Belleter, 

1356.  John  Blond.        ^jo.  CoUie. 

,357.  John  mond.   {f^^irr,5j«,, 

.358.    Jo.  Blond.  fj^llSSSiWklefton" 

rS59.    A.dcWhe,tley.{fe„*;;^-^.^- 

On  Monday  in.Eafter  week,  king  Edward  with 
his  hoft  lying  before  the  city  of  Paris,  in  France, 
the  day  was  fo  dark  with  hai)  and  mifl,  and'  fo 
bitter  cold,  that  many  ipcn  died  oa  th^ir  horfcs 
backs  with  the  cold,  wherefore  unto  this  day  it 
hath  been  called  Black  Monday,  Howe,  in  his 
large  Chron.  page  264. 

136Q.    Alano  dc  Wheat-  C  Henry  Done. 

ley.  I  Hugh  de  Stretton. 

Th^  worthy  wd  grave  citizen  Mr.  William 
Alderfcy,  havir>g  a  deed  in  his  own  hands,  to 
which,  this  mayor  and  fticrifFs  were  tefts,  and 
making  fcarcH  in  the  ordinary  books  of  mayors 
what  time  they  governed,  and  not  finding  this 
mayor  pnce  named  in  any  of  the  faid  books,  and 
yet  finding  him  by  fearch  of  evidence  to  be  mayor 
of  this  city  four  tinies,  was  thereby  moved  firft  to 
enter  into  this  colleftipn,  or  rather  corrcftion,  of 
the  errors  and  wants  in  the  faid  former  books. 

AnAP 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

1361.    Alano  de Wheat-J  WiUiaift  dc  Hurley. 

ley.  1  Thomas  Peacock. 

1364.     Alano  de  Whcat-|  Richard  Mauley. 

ley.  1  Jeffrey  Flint. 

.563.   R<«-Udih».|5'„'tS,^o^°"- 

.364.    «"8«I'«»*'.|jj5ji^°'^„ft 

.A/:*      i«   n.ik.  5J°-  Chambei:lain. 

1^65.     Jo.  Dalby.         I'Wiiiiarti  del  Hope. 

.36..    Jo.  Dalb,.         \^^, 

,368.    Rich.kBr«ift.  {>:j}?^^„ 

Thk  hiayOf,  arid  Arftterfer  his  fiief  iff,  arc  found 
tAth  Williaitt,  the  foh  (>t  Ralpli  Skinner^  at  tfee 
fcaft  of  St.  Hilafy,  fo  <hit  either  Dawfon  died, 
or  he  was  mayor  once  more  ^  but  it  is  like  that 
Skinner  was  the  occupation  of  Dawfori's  fathtf, 
and  fo  it  may  ftaftd.^ 

1369.     Jo.  Whitmtffc,    fTho.  DouhorDawn. 
junior.  \jo.  dc  Armercr. 

.370.    Jo.Whi«n«.  {SlS-i^i^.''"- 
.„..    JcWhiono..   {^^^*^P- 
1372.     Jo.  Whitriiore.   ^j^j^j^  j^  BcrkcnKead, 

Hie   Jacef  JohiOHii  it  WUtnme^   obiit  3    kal 

&£l6b'4  1374. 
See  this  mottumcnt  m  T^rinity  Church  in  Chefter. 

A  a  a  2  Anno 
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Anno         Mayors*  Sheriffs. 

Ai        ti  11  /Robert  Ic  MarfbalL 

i373.    Akx.  BcUetcr.   (^^g,^  ^^  Outcon. 

T>*  1    n- ,;-  '  ,**  rWilliam  Bracibum* 

1374,  Ridi.  Bruinoun.|^j„i^^  ^^^.^^^ 

ft    t.    T^     r  11     /Robert  Collie. 

1375.  Rich.  DuntuU.  ^^gj^  p^^^^„ 

{John  Barbon 
John  Bellindon* 


1376. 


Thefe  fticriffs  arc  found  by  a  record  in  the 
«chcqucr^  which  accountcth  there,  and  waj»  in 
the  50th  year  of  Edward  III.  but  the  mayor  is  iKit 
there  fpccificd, 

.377.  Tiu.  Br^^.  { jj:i/iS£2r 

Henceforward  many  of  the  ordinary  books  of 
mayors,  heretofore  extant,  are  in  a  manner  true; 
but  before  this  time,  they  are  altogether  falle* 

1378.  Tho,  dc  Brad-    5^oger  Potter- 

ford,  i  Stephen  Carley. 

1379.  JohnleChamber-fRog^^  Potter* 

lain.  (Ralph  Hatton. 

A  bufhei  of  wheat  fold  for  6  d,  a  gallon  of 
white  wine  for  6  d,  a  gallon  of  claret  tor  4  d,  a 
fat  goofe  for  2  d.  and  a  fat  pig  for  i  d* 

.,80.    Da,.d.E,Uo.c.J^|;»^^«'| 
138..    Dav.  *  Enlowe.  { tXk'ltoScr 

.38..    D.v.deE„.awc.}«^:;i'J^^r- 

Afino 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs, 

o  T^       J    t?  1     ^  V  Gilbert  de  Belleten 

1383.  Dav.dcEnlowcJj^Hatton. 

1384.  John  Chamber^  c  Thomas  Wood. 

lain.  I  John  Prefton. 

1385.  John  Chamber-   Cjo.  Delwych. 

lain.  I  Richard  Strangyays. 

By  a  deed  dated  the  17th  January,  in  the  9th 
year  of  Richard  il.  John  Armerer  is  found  to 
oe  mayor  with  the  iheriffs  laft  above  written. 
Alfo  the  faid  John  Armerer  is  found  to  be  mayor, 
and  the  faid  John  Delwych  and  Richard  Strang- 
ways  fherifTs,  the  Monday  before  St.  Mathew's 
day,  in  the  loth  year  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II. 
as  appeareth  by  a  deed  which  Mr.  Pool  of  Pool 
confirmed  by  another  deed'-,  fo  probably  the  afore- 
faid  John  Chamberlain  died  in  the  beginning  of 
his  mayoralty. 

,3«6.    J„hnAn»„r.  {^^^^^, 
.387.    John  Armour.  {^SilSl 

,388.    JohnArmcrc..   {^^^Z"'' 

1389.    Robert  de  Mar-  f  Ralph  de  Pileton. 
fliall.  Ijo.  de  Madeley. 

<3,o.  JoKnlcAn«„r.{j\»'P,ttSl'S„. 

,3,..  GUbercTruffcl.J«^;',f-J;i^. 

'39^■  Gaber.Trum{^„=i3;L^- 

.393.  JohnAr^crer.  {?ij„^;^^Hf^":. 

.394.    JotnA^^rcr.  {^„"|;^:gSr 

Anno 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

■395.    Jo.C.p«hurft.^*:S«p;»P. 

■  396.    Jo.  CapoAurft.  {«^^',f^ 

.3,7.     Jo.C.p«.h»rft.{{°;J£;:Sn. 

This  year  king  Richard  IL  came  to  Chefter. 

o      T     r>        u  -ii   fJo.  Hawarden. 
T398.    Jo.  Capenhurft.  \i^^^^^  ^^  stalmon. 

fjo.  Hardyn  or  Hawar- 
den. 
Robert  Bradeley. 

.400.    J«hnBebi„pon.{;gj»7jl«*- 
Jo.  MarUiall.      lyy^  j^^^ 

Thomas  A<5ton,  (herifF,  died  before  Candle- 
mas, and  Tho.  Arwee  was  chofen  in  his  place. 

John  Bebington,  mayor,  died  before  Auguft, 
and  John  Marfhall  was  chofen  in  his  place. 

About  this  time  an  award  was  made,  that  no 
tithe  Ihould  be  paid  to  the  parfon  of  Trinity  pa- 
rifli,  in  Cheftcr,  for  the  Rood-Eye. 

HO.     Roger  Poner.     {'^^S^Ilt*'"- 
.403.     Ralph  Hauon.    {^'^fSl^ 

T  L    r)    n.  5  William  Ratchdalc. 

1404.    JohnPrefton.     {Thomas  Allen. 

Ic  is  noted  in  the  Black  Book,  fol.  37,  that 
William  Hawarden  was  clerk  of  fAic  mayor  and 
IherifFs  courts. 

Anno 


Anno 

1405. 

1406. 
1407. 
1408. 
.1409. 


O  F    EN  G  LA  N  D. 
Mayors. 
Jo.  Ewlow. 


^h 


Sheriffs. 
fRobert  le  Chamberlain. 
\j o.  Hatton. 


Jo.  Ewlbw. 
Jd.  Ewfow. 
Jo.  EwloW. 
Jx).  Ewlow. 


{Jo.  Hatton. 
Tho.  Cotxinghdm. 
f  Jo.  WaMi. 
IHugh  Milton.. 
fJaWalih. 
\lchell  Trevon. 

{Hugjt  Turpuii^'gh. 
Hugh  Multon. 


This  year  the  faid  Jo.  Ewlow  W7»  removed 
from  his  mayoralty,,  ami  Sir  William  Brereton, 
knight,  was  made  li^uteuiaht  or  governor  of  this 
city;  John  Preftop;  was^ mad^  his  deputy,  as  ap- 
peareth  by  a  record  for  keeping  of  Courts  wlthm 
thi<  qiiy,;  dated  the  4di)  of  July. 


1410.    Roger  Potter.    x|Jj 


Brown. 
EUis^  Trevor. 


B^  qtbfiX  bpotkAf,  Hvigh  Muboir  is-  noted  for 
ihenff',  awi^thewfow  it)  is  like  the  faid  Trevor 
died,  ai!id  Mvdtonr  wai;/  chofen  m  his  place.  AHb 
k  is  fai^  thM  Ewlow- w^  mayors  and.  if  it  be  fo, 
tj|MI(i6  is  likftthaftE.trfOw  die*,  fbr  ir  is  certain 
chat  Rjo^  EoneF  w^  mayor  aUb«^ 


V  William  del  Hope. 
1  Rich. -de  Hatton. 


141 1.    Jfc^ffWrife. 


1412. 


By  the;  ajpppintm/entiof  this  mayors  wheat-  was 
prifed  by.  mwa  bakers^  and  two  citizens,  at  3  s. 
j6d.  the  quarter;,  fo  that  if  foun  bQffiekwwent  to 
the,  quarter,  as  at  that  time  it  is  thought  they  did, 

that 
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that  was   but    lod.  ob.  our  old  bulhel,  that  is 
about  3d.  our  new  bufliel. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

.4.3.    J-ieWhi<more.{^i^f^°P'sp^„ 

Wheat  at  four  (hillings  the  quarter. 

,4.5.    JohnWalfl,.        {]^i;t^Z. 
.4.6.  W.deHaw.r<fc„.  {fc^^^V^. 

T^  #-»    _  f  Robert  Hall. 

1417.    Jo.  Overton.        {  Thomas  Cliflfe. 

c  Alexander  Henbury*. 


r  William  Malpas. 
I  Nicho.  Wirvin. 
c  Robert  Hall. 
(  Stephen  Belleter. 
C  Richard  Maffie. 
I  William  Malpas. 
X  Robert  Hewfter. 
(N.  Ruffellor  Truflell. 

{Hugh  Woodcock. 
Rich.  Wefton. 
f  Richard  MalTey. 
i  Adam  de  Wotton. 
f  Richard  Mafley. 
t  William  Stanner. 
i  Roger  de  Wallhall. 
c  Tho.  de  Wotton. 
f  Tho.  Madeley. 
I  Jo.  Flint. 

Anno 


1418. 

W.  Hawardcn 

I4I9. 

John  Hope. 

1420. 

John  Hope. 

I42I. 

John  Hope. 

1422. 

John  Walfh. 

1423. 

John  Hatton. 

1424. 

John  Hope. 

1425. 

John  Hope. 

1426. 

John  Hope. 

1427- 

John  Hope. 

O  F    EN  G  L  AN*. 


3^9 


Sheri^s. 

{Thomas  Bra4ford. 
WiUlam  Holme. 
{Edward  Skinner. 
H.  del  Gryveor  GrcevCi 
I  Jo.  FroemM, 
I  Richard  Hankey. 
1  Jo.  Pilkington. 
^Richard  Vigurs. 
1  Thomas  W*»ic* 
^  David  Skinner. 
S  W.  Rogerfon^  barkcTi 
I H.  Hicjcling,  mercer* 
K  Bartholbmew  Hilton. 
1  Thomas  Hamon. 

ij.  Cottin^fun^  merccn 
Robert  Eaton. 
{Jo.  Minor. 
Jo.  Layett. 
i  Jo.  Flint. 
^  Thomas  Wood; 


Wheat  fold  for  fevcn  (hillings  a  bufficlj  being 
a  very  dear  rate  according  to  that  time ;  fo  that 
the  poor  in  Chefter  apd  elfewhere  made  them 
bread  of  peas^  vetches,  and  fern  roots. 


Anno 

Mayors. 

1428. 

J.  de  Bradclcy. 

1429. 

Jo,  WalOi. 

• 

1430. 

Robert  Hope. 

i43»- 

Richard  Maffie. 

1432- 

Richard  MaflSc. 

«433. 

ThQ.  Wqtton. 

1434- 

Adam  Wotton. 

1435- 

jo.  Walih. 

1436. 

W;  Stamner* 

1437- 

Richard  MaiQc. 

1438. 


H39- 


H4<>. 


1441. 


R.  Wtftor. 
Wefton. 


-_  fjohn  Copelaad)  ojer- 
^'  \     chant. 
(.Thomas  Clark. 


{Robert  Guile  or  Gill, 
mercer. 
Petrus  Savage. 
iW.  Willafon,  barber. 
William  de  MafTcy  de 
Coddiogton. 


Vot.  I 


H^M.dd«k.{Tb»»^itti. 


B  b  b 


The 
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The  Gaokrs  of  the  Caftle  and  the  Noithgatc 
fought  together  on  tho  Rood-Eye;  their  names 
were  Rockley  and  Rooley. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sherifis* 

T  u    T?i-  .  I  Philip  Hewfter. 

1442.  John  Flint.         1  Robert  Wollcy. 

vT-  u  1     T^    •  1  5  Jenkin  Looker. 

1443.  Nicholas  Daniel.  {  j^^^  ^^^^ 

XT-  I.  1     ¥^    •  I  5  Jenkin  Looker. 

1444.  Nicholas  DanKl.  |  J^^„  r^^,^ 

Enquire  of  this,  becaufe  the  fame  iheriffs  did 
fcrve  the  year  before. 

.   -     XI-  u  1     T^    •  1  SRicl^*  Barrow,  barber. 

1445.  Nicholas  Daniel.  {  ^^j^  ^^^ 

c      1?  J      CI  •  J  R*  Hunt,  mercer. 

1446.  Edw.  Skinner,     j  Richard  Eccles. 

1447.  Edw.  Skinner.     Wcnkin  William. 
W.  Rogcrfon.      I  Roger  Ledfham. 

Edward  Skinner  died  at  Eafter,  and  William 
Rogcrfon  was  chofcn  in  his  place. 

,448.    W.Ro^fon.      V^lt^l 
'^9.    Willie,  Maffey.l  J?]>„"^5-h^;''- 

.450.  w.whin„o«.  IJ^fHiJaT,^"- 

{Richard  Maflcy,   mer- 
chant. 
R.  Beauford,  walker. 

"'"■■"•  1      rard. 

This  year  abbot  Sanghail  died. 

Anno 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sherifi.- 

1453.  Nicholas  Daniel,  T  Roulin  Matih^L 

Efquire.  '  Jenkin  Tra^rd. 

1454.  Nicholas  Danid^  I  John  Barrow, 

Efquire.  '  John  Goihor. 

.A^^     T^ni^;«  r/.i^;«,rf'''*^^"** Kent,  mercer. 
Jenkm  Comng.|^j„j^j^j;j^^^j^j^_ 

This  year  que^  Margaret  came  to  Chefter. 

n^i^fi      T-.«v:«  r.^:««.  f  Jenkin    .Ranckhorn, 
1456.    Jcnkm  Cottmg.  \     ^^^^^^^ 

^^'  tRich.  Bowyer. 

The  commonalty  of  the  city  arofe,  but  were 
fuppreflTed  and  committed  to  the  Northgate,  and 
afterwards  to  the  Caftle. 

,459.    JO.  Suchwonh.  iSoauS^ 

This  year  was  Blore-heath  Field. 
Sir  John  Done,  and  Mr.  Troutbeck,  and  ma- 
ny others,    were  flain  at  the  battle   of  Blore- 
heath,   taking  part  with  the  queen  againit  the 
earl  of  Salifbury.' 


X460.    JohnSuchworth.{«£f;~^»^-- 

rThc  '^    ■    ' 

I  Jo.  I 


'Tho.  Cottingham,  mer- 
1461.    David  Ferrer.     \        ccr. 

Chambers,  vintner. 


B  b  b  2  AniM 


Anno       MUMK-  S^mami^       oa"/- 

,463.  B^b.  Roy^.  ft^s;?^^^fi^- ■ 

and  his  retinue.  ..  .;.j 

1466.    William  I^Uly,   cWnUamR^wfon. 

n^ficf.  1  WHKtm  Thotnafon. 

1468.    Jo.  PjRlwood^  .  ( I^ichard  Qerrvd. 
.   (Sjknt.  1  Robert  Nbttcrvile; 

.469.  Ti^.K-  .{^^sis::^:^"- 

1470;    tho.  Cottir^-    |Xlw-F#ni€s. 

This  yfear'  St.  John's'  Cliurch.  in  Ciiefter  was 
covered  with  lead. 

Roger  Apier,  dean  of  S|;.  John's,  dieii  the  15th 
of  January. 

Anno 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sfaerifii. 

I47«*     Jo,   Spencer,   .   IT  Jo,  Evans,  glover, 
dn^r.  \Nicholas  H9pkinibiL 

1473.  John  Whitmorc,  f  J.  Barrow,  ironmonger. 

Efi^,  LWill.  Snoyd*  draper. 

1474.  Ja  Sottthwoitk,  fRich.  Smith,  ftddlen 

Efqi  ;  '\Tho.  JSfcka^-huckftcr. 

tf     i.\-A  i^"-    f  Henry  Warmfaicham. 
,475.    Hugh  Marfey.    |^^  ^g^cfoot. 

Edwaid,  prince  <Sf  Wales,  foil  to  Henry  VL 
came  to  Chefter  before  Chriftmas,  and  was  im- 
mediately conveyed  to  the  Caftle  with  great 
friumph. 

,476.     Jo.SoutIiwQrth,C^^»;^^ 

^^^-  LRob.  Walley,  butcher. 

1477.  Jo.  SouthwbHfa,  fGeorge  Barkley. 

Efq.  \Tfaomas  Hurdkfton. 

1478.  Rob.  Nottervile,  r Rob.  Elfwick,  flctcher. 

bis  MayorDra- j  Jo.  Murfield,  apothe- 
dtge.  I     cary. 

1479.  William  Sneyd,  TRobert  Waiter,  fiflier. 

draper,  \Mat.  Johnfon,  hewftcr. 

1 48 1.     Roger  HurxUe-  f  J.Dcdwood,  goldftnith. 

fton,  meroen  \Hen.  Francis,  butcher. 
J482.    8-ogcr  Hurdle-    f  Roger  Taylor,  founder. 

fton,  mercer.  \Roger  &urges. 
t>        T^  T^  J       J       fPeter  Smith,  n^rcer. 
14B3.    JcDedwood.     |j,,.  Rufl^,  b«ci»cr. 

1484.     Sir  Jo.  Savage,    f  John  Norris. 

Knight.  iHugh  Hurdlcfton. 

This  year  lygni  regis  Rich.  III.  fecundo^  Sir 
John  Savage,  junior,  and  eight  of  his  brethren, 
were  made  free  of  thU  city :  their  names, 

I  Sir 


374    THE    VALE-ROYAL 

2  James,  ]S  Chriftophcr,  j  8  Richard, 


1  Sir  John  Savage,  f  4  Edward,       Cy  Willianm, 

2  James,  j  5  Chriftophcr,  j  8  Richard, 

3  Laurence,  16  George,        1 9  Humphry. 


Anno        Mayon.  Sheriflff. 

1+85.    Sir  John  Savage,  jTho.  Barrow,  mercer. 

Knight.  ^Richard  Gardner. 

i486.    Henry  Port,  fa- r Randall  Sparrow. 

thcr  to  Juftice  j  Henry  Harper. 

Port.  t  Richard  Spencer. 

She  riff  Harper  died,  and  Richard  Spencer  was 
chofen  in  his  place. 

1487.    Hugh  Hurdle.   fRandall  Sparrow, 
fton.  \Nich.  Cook. 

H8S.    George  Bu1kfc,.{TX,«"Bt7w-. 

This  year  was  the  compofition  made  between 
the  abbot  and  the  parilhioners  of  St.  Ofwald's  for 
their  new  church. 

1489.     Ralph  Daven-     fjo.  Cliffe,  mercer, 
port.  \Tho,  Manuring. 

This  year  St.  Peter's  fteeple  was  pointed,  and 
by  the  parfon  and  others  a  goofe  was  eaten  upon 
the  top  thereof,  and  part  calt  into  the  four  ftreets. 

At  the  requell  of  the  earl  of  Derby,  and  George 
Lord  Strange,  there  were  granted  unto  Hugh 
Dutton,  fword-bearer,  his  meat,  drink,  and  a 
gown,  and  13  s,  4d.  to  be  paid  him  yearly  out 
of  the  treafury. 

■  490.     Jo.  Barrow.        {^i^-^S'- 

A  great 
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A  great  tcmpeft  on  St.  John's  day,  in  Chrift- 
inas« 

A  child  of  Tudor  ap  Thomas  was  flain  by  the 
fall  of  a  principal  from  St.  Peter's  church  -,  and 
a  (:hild  of  Ralph  Davenport's  was  fore  hurt  the 
lame  day. 

Thomas  Starky  was  flain  in  the  Eaflgate-ftreet. 

Simon  Ripley,  abbot  of  St.  Wertxirg,  <Ued 
the  30th  of  Auguft,  and  was  buried  at  Warwick. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs* 

•o         tj    ji      fRich.  Goodman,  nicr- 
1492.     Roger  Hurdle-   I       .^^ 


ftoi 


on. 


fKicn. 
cha 
Rich. 


chant. 
Barker. 


.4,3.    Ralph  Da„„.    f  ^ai-o^Slpe.  or 
P^^-  I     Grofvenor.    ^       ^ 

Jo.  Dedwood,  gentleman,  died  the  28th  of  May. 

Mr.  Jo.  Pulfton  of  Wrexham,  efquire,  did 
flxike  one  Patrick  Felenys,  at  the  high  altar, 
within  the  abbey  of  Chefter ;  and  the  abbey  was 
reconciled  on  St.  Werburg*s  day,  and  the  parifli 
church  on  St.  Ofwald's  day. 

.«4.    George  Bu)kky.{^",^»^f«'"'- 

This  year  a  great  fire  was.  in  Northgate-ftrcct, 
on  Midmmmer  day. 

Sir  William  Stanley,  of  Holt,  knight,  for  ut- 
tering fome  fpeeches  concerning  Perkin  Warbeck, 
was  executed  on  the  Tower-hill,  the  16th  of  Fe- 
bruary. 

King  Henry  VII.  and  the  queen,  and  the  king's 
mother,  with  many  noble  lords,  came  to  Chellcr 
the  18th  of  July,  and  from  thence  went  to  Ha- 
warden. 

Anno 
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Anno.        Msyors.  SbsriSs. 

n  •  u  \X7'     11      I N.  Newhoufe^  glover. 
,495.    Rich.WirraU.     { Ra«l.  amith/fi™!. 

)496.    Tha    Barrow^    iTho.  Smith,  meroer. 
mercer.  iTudorapThoina^mer. 

The  fteq)le  of  White-friars  new  buik,  and  alfo 
the  chancel  of  St.  Michael,  in  Chcfter J 

,^^^      ^u^  v^r^^        5John  Grimfditch. 
1497-     Tho.Farrar.       jjiowliii^aton. 

1498.    Rich.  Goodman, (Rich.  Fletcher 
merchant.       '  1  Tho.  Thornton. 

It  appeareth  that  the  watch  on  Midfuoimer  eve 
b^gan  this  year)  alfo  the  north  fide  of  the  Pendcc 
was  built. 

Prince  Arthur  came  to  Cheftcr  the  fourth  of 
Auguft,  and  the  AfTumption  of  our  Lady  was 
played  before  the  prince  at  the  abbty-gates ;  the 
26th  of  Auguil,  the  prince  made  Mr.  Goodman 
efquire,  and  the  9th  of  September  he  departed 
from  Chefter. 

.4,,.    JohnCliffe.        {f:%'^^ 
.500.    Tho.  Fa™.       {>rw£: 

This  year  the  further  end  of  Dee-bridge  wa* 
re-built. 

.50..    R>.I'"ve„por..{Sf,;"-:J^f^'^_ 
•so.     Rich.Wngh,.    {S;^1:^S^. 

John  Hawarden,  juftice  of  Chefter,  died  the  4ih 
of  October. 

1503 
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Anno        ^ayorSi  Sheriffs. 

1503.    Rich.  Goodman,  f  Jo.  Tatton. 

'  merchants         X  Jo.  RathborOt 

The  pavement  from  the  tligh-crofsto  the  Eafta 
gate,  and  to  St.  MichaePs-crofs,  was  new  laid. 

.504.    T.Smith,fauo;.{Th^'g^^ 

The  charter  of  thi  city  was  new  confimae^ 
1505,  Mr.  Thomas  Thornton  being  then  mayor. 

■505.    Tha  Th„n,»..fH«n«_^Goodn^. 

(.  Jo.  Bradfield,  barker. 

This  year  Mr.  Ralph  Birkenhead  was  recorder, 
who  was  the  firft  recorder  that  was  in  Chefter,  for 
any  thing  that  is  now  kjnown. 

1505.    Tho.     BartWi  rRob*  Borrow,  mercer. 
mei*cer.  C  Ham.  Johnfon,  draper. 

The  old  fteeple  of  St.  Werburgh  taken  down. 
^  -^^      ti  Txr     11  Ji^,,  I  John  Harder,  mercen 

The  fweating  fickriefs  was  very  fore  in  Chefter, 
for  in  three  days  there  died  91  houfeholders^  and 
but  four  of  them  widows. 

1508.     Rich.  Wright,    1  Tho.  Crook,  merchant, 
draper.  c  Rich.  Brewfter,  barker. 

A  plentiful  year  of  corn,  ah  old  bulhel  of  wheat 
at  lod. 

Vol.  h  C  c  c  The 
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The  foundation  and  the  firft  ftone  of  the  abbey 
laid,  the  mayor  being  then  prefent. 
The  new  mace  was  bought  the  fame  year. 

Anno        Mayors*  Sheriffs. 

.509.    Tho.H.w.M».}Eto«^|™*;„. 

.5.0.    w™.  R^on.  {^H.^^i^'Sr: 

.5...  TiK,.s„.d.  {grjiif^L. 

This  year  there  was  a  great  debate  between  the 
citizens  and  the  abbot. 

.5...    P«.=  Dutto„.    ll^J^S^^ 

15 13.  Sir  Pierce  Dut-i  Jo.  Buckdale. 

ton,  knight.      l  Robert  Alderfey. 

1514.  Sir  Pierce  Dut-l  Will.  Hurdlefton. 

ton,  knight.       i  Jo.  Looker. 

JohnRaAbur.   {S^°^i 

All  thefe  governed  but  one  year ;  for  firft  Sir 
Pierce  Dutton  was  elc6ted  mayor,  with  William 
Hurdlefton,  and  John  Looker,  but  not  lawfully; 
fo  afterwards  another  eleftion  being  appointed, 
the  other  perfons  were  chofen  at  Chriftmas. 

This  year  there  was  a  fray  at  St.  Werburgh's-lane 
end,  between  the  citizens  of  Chefter,  and  the  Welfh- 
men ;  but  there  was  little  hurt  done,  for  the  Welfti- 
m«n  fled. 

Anno 
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Anno        Mayors.    .  Sheriffs. 

1 5 1 6.     William  Sncyd,  fHugh  Ald^rfcy,  draper, 
draper.  \Randal  Done,  flcinner. 

.5.7.  wm.D.viron.  {S^i'»7„°«^- 

This  vear  there  was  a  great  plagiie  in  Chefter, 
fo  that  for  want  of  trading,  the  grafs  did  grow  a 
foot  high  at  the  crofs,  and  other  ftreets  in  the  city. 

.5.8.    Tho.  Barrow.     {^SlSl^„. 

.5.9.    John  RaAborn.  {fe^J"  ^.tfbaA.,, 

It  appeared!  that  this  year  Tho.  Hawarden  was 
deputy-recorder  and  clerk  of  all  the  courts. 

1520.  Tho.  Smith,    CTho.  Goulbourn. 

fenior.         I  Chriftophcr  Warminfhaw. 

1 52 1 .  Tho.  Smith,    (  Ralph  Rog^on, 

fenior.         |Tho.  Bamvile. 

This  year  the  mayor  made  thrccfcore  men  out 
of  the  city,  well  armed,  to  fervc  under  the  earl  of 
Surry  in  Scotland,  but  they  never  fought,  for  the 
Svots  fled. 

It  appeareth  Richard  Sneyd  was  recorder  of 
Chdler  this  year. 

1524.    R.  Goulbourn.   f?i''lfifT'r.  „, 
draper.       *   j  Jo.  or  Ihaukin  Dim- 
'^  L    mock.  I 

C  c  c  2  Anno  j 
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Anno        Mayors.  ShcriflFs. 

1525.  Rob.  Alderfey,   Oohn  Walley. 

draper.  1  Henry  Eaton. 

1526.  Robert  Barrow,  V  Hugh  Divcnport, 

gent.  I  Fomk  Dutton. 

1527.  Tho.  Smith,  fen.J  J^J-^"^^-^  ^^^^^^ 

1528.  Hugh  Aldcrfcy,  CEdw.  Davenport. 

draper.  |  Robert  Barton. 

1529.  Henry  Bradford,|'r'^^;^^^g^^^^^ 

tanner.  (.R.Goodman,  fkinner. 

The  play  of  Robert  Cecil  was  played  at  the 
High  Crois,  and  the  fame  was  new  gilt  with  gold. 

Abbot  Burjchenfhaw  w^s  again  reftored  to,  bis 
place. 

rr»i.     c?    •-.!. 'r     ^Lau.  Dutton,  mercer. 
,530.    Tho.  Smith,  fen. J^jy  3^^^.^;  ^^^p^ 

153 1.  William  Sneyd,  JR.  Brerewood,  glover. 

draper.  \  Tho.  Barrow,  glover. 

rWill.  Befwick,  gold- 

1532.  Will.  Goodman.)     fmith. 

(.Richard  Hunt,   taylor. 

There  was  a  controverfy  between  this  mayor 
and  Mr.  MafTy  of  Puddington,  then  being  fearcher  ^ 
for  when  Mr.  Maffy  brought  certain  Spaniards  to 
the  Caftle,  for  a  murder  done  amongft  them,  the 
Mayor  ftopt  them,  which  had  like  to  have  bred 
a  great  man-flaughter. 

1533.  Henry  Gee,         J  Randal  Main  waring. 

draper.  |  Hugh  Henckey. 

The   offering  of  ball  and  foot-balls  was  put 

down. 
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down,  and  (he  fil^r-bell  ofFered  .|q  tht  mayor  on 
Shrove-Thudfday.         " 

Anno        Mayors.  ShcrifFs. 

1 534.    Ralph  &ogcrfpi\)  j  Jo,  Thornton, 
ironmonger    /.Thomas  Maitin, 

The  duke  of  Richmond  had  the  pofleffion  of 
%hfi  Holt  deUvered  unto  him  jby  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  the  earl  of  Surry,  the  earl  .of  Ded)y^ 
and  others. 

?535.    Sir  Tho,  Smith,  J  Robert  jMalley. 
knight.  (.Rich.  Wrench. 

This  year  Robert  Sneyd,  rec9rder,  died,  and 
Ralph  Wrien,  fon  to  ,WUliam  Wrien,  was  n^ade 
recorder  in  his  place. 

Sir  William  Brereton,  chamberlain  of  Chefter, 
was  put  to  death  the  f^th  of  M?y,  for  mattQ.r^ 
concerning  queen  AnnQ    Hdwe,  pagc  5T^* 

r  George  Leech,   irofi- 
^53^*    Will.  Goodman,!      monger. 

merchant.        1  George  Ligfatfoot, 
I.     butcher. 
^537-    Foulk  Dutton,  j  William  Giafcor. 
draper.  \  Roger  Whitehead. 

Nunneries  in  Chefter  were  fuppreflcd,  and 
other  religious  houfes. 

Dodor  Wall  began  the  building  of  the  con- 
duits at  Boughton,  for  the  bringing  of  water  to 
the  Bridge-gate  in  pipes  of  lead. 

rTho*  Alderfey,  draper. 
1-538.    D.  Middicton.:    \  Richard  Dicond,  fiih- 


1     monger. 


Anno 


A 
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Anno        Mayors.  SherifFs. 

{W.  Alderfcjr,  merchamc. 
Will,  Whitclcg,  iron- 
monger. 
!Jo«  Smith,  draper. 
Thomas  Langley,  mer- 
chant. 

The  i6th  of  July,  the  bilhoprick  of  Cheftcr 
was  ordained. 

.54..    HughA.^.rjj^^/^'S^- 

Richard  Sneyd  died  in  his  fherifFalty,  and 
Ralph  Alderfey,  merchant,  was  chofen  in  his 
place. 

1542.    Will.  Berwick,    rAdj;;^^o°dman,mcr. 

go     mi    .         ^  Edm.  Gee,  perchant. 
1543*     William  Snead,  C  Ralph  Bradford. 

Efq.  I  Jo.  Kofengrcave. 

1544.    Robert    Barton,  J  Will.  Leech,  draper. 

mercer.  ^  Jo.  Offley,  merchant. 

,545.    WilL  Holcroft,r^j^j^  p^j^  „^^^^^^^^; 

John  'Wallcy,  {  Rich.Grimfditch,mer- 
ironmongcr.    I     ^^^ 

This  year  William  Holcroft  died,  and  John 
Walley  was  chofen  in  his  place. 

The  Conunon-hall,  that  now  is  within  the  city 
of  Chcfter,  was  built  and  made  of  St.  Nicholas's 
chapel,  in  the  year  1545,  towards  the  building 
whereof  Mr.  John  Walley  then  mayor,  and  matter 
of  the  company  of  ironmongers,  gave  freely  a 

common 
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common  bargain  of  fifty-two  tons  of  iron  lately  dif- 
charged  within  the  faid  city  by  a  fpecial  merchant, 
thrft  tons  of  the  fame  iron,  which  was  then  worth 
^enty-four  pounds  fterling. 

1546.     Hugh  Alderfcy.  J  Will.  Bird,  tanner. 
John  Smith.     |Tho.  Smith,  draper. 

This  year  Hugh  Alderfey  died,  and  John 
Smith  was  chpfen  in  his  place.. 

SR.  Rachburn,  draper. 
Thomas  Banand,  iron- 
monger. 
}J.  Webfter,  mercer. 
Robert  Jones,    iron- 
monger. 
{R.  Maffey,  upholfterer. 
Maurice  Williams,  mer- 
chant. 

This  year  there  was  aflcirmifh  between  the  citi- 
zens of  Chefter,  and  five  hundred  Irifh  kernes, 
and  divers  of  the  Irifhmen  were  hurt,  and  the  reft 
driven  back,  and  but  one  citizen  hurt. 

1550.    Edm.  Gee.  f  Ralph  Goodman,  mer- 

William  Good-  <     chant, 
man.  .[.Piercy  Street,  butcher. 

The  aforefaid  Edmund  Gee  died  of  the  fweat- 
ing-ficknefs,  and  William  Goodman  was  chofen 
in  his  place. 

Alfo  this  year  there  died  many  of  the  fweating- 
ficknefe  in  Chefter,  and  in  other  parts  of  this 
kingdom.  Corn  and  all  other  vidtuals  were  dear^ 
a  buihel  of  wheat  at  168. 

Anno 


A 
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Mayors. 


AflAO 


Thomas  Green,  caHUk^ 
ihalcdr. 


On  the  1 6th  of  January,  in  the  night,  thm 
arofe  a  mighty  great  wind,  and  thti  flood  came  to 
fuch  a  height,  that  it  drowned  many  cattle  upon 
Saltney;  and  one  Foulk  Duckworck,  and  fix 
children,  were  drowned  at  his  houfe  in  Hope^s- 
Place. 


^55^^ 


1553- 


1554. 


Thomas  Smith, 
draper. 


1; 


*Tho.  Saunders,  alias 

Steward,  ironmonger. 
.  W.  Brounlhank,  glover. 

T/^knOffl*^  »«^  rHenry  Hardware,  mcr- 
JohnOffley,mer.       ^^^^ 

cnant.  twiUiam  Ball,  glover. 

!Rob.  Amory,  merchant* 
John  Cooper,    iron- 
monger. 


This  year  George  Marfh  was  burned  at  Spiral 
Houghton,  within  tlie  liberties  of  this  city,  for 
the  profeflion  of  the  gofpel,  and  did  conltandy 
endure  his  martyrdom  with  fuch  patience  as  was 
wonderful. 


^555^     Jo-   Smith, 
draper. 

1556.    Jo.  Webfter, 
mercer. 


{Thomas  Woodwall, 
ironmonger. 
Jo.  Reece,  mercer. 
C  Jo.  Hankey,  inn-  keeper* 
|Tho*Bollcn.  mercer. 


This  year  a  bufhel  of  wheat  fold  at  16  fliil- 
]ings,  rye  at  14  fhillings,  and  barley  at  12  (hil- 
lings ;  whereupon  contention  grew  baween  the 
mayor  and  the  bakers  for  the  affize  of  bread. 

And 
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And  whereas  there  were  always  four  old  bufliels 
allowed  them  to  the  quarter,  he  would  allow  them 
but  three  ;  which  indeed  was  the  full  quarter  by 
the  ftatute,  and  fomewhat  more ;  but  after  long 
luits,  the  bakers  acknowledged  their  fault,  and 
were  remitted,  and  their  fines  pardoned.  Where- 
in as  he  (hewed  himfelf  a  careful  magiftrate,  even 
fo  in  other  things  he  governed  very  wifely,  to  his 
great  commendation  of  all  men  in  general. 


.557.  wjuia^Bw.  fJ";iS;S:"^ 

tanner.  ^^  Bursas,  bccr-brewen 

This  year  the  houfc  in  the  corn-market  was 
built 

1558.     Laurence  Smith, f  Jo.  Yarworth,  gent, 
knight.  i  Will.  Jcwet,  merchant. 

{Chriftepher  Morvill, 
•    merchant. 
>SimonMountford,pew- 
tcrer. 
.<         .1 

All  bafe  money  was  called  in,  and  the  teftarns 
of  6d.  the  piece,  the  beft  fort  proclaimed  to  4d. 
half-penny,  andthe  worft  to  2d.  half-penny,  and 
the  piece  of  3d.  to  3d.  half-penny;  by  which 
means  in  a  fhort  time  being  exchanged  in  the  mint, 
there  were  few  of  them  to  be  feen ;  in  place  there- 
of came  coin  of  good  filver,  as  now  it  is,  al- 
though  fome  lofs  for  the  prefent  to  thofe  that  had 
ftore. 

1560.     Will.  Alderfey,    rR.  Dry hurft,  merchant, 
merchant.        i  Rich.  Boydill,  joiner. 

<     Vol.  I.  D  d  d  Anno 
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Anno.        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

156 1 .  Jo.  Coupcr,  iron-  c  Rich.  Dutton,  gent. 

monger.  i  T.  Pillen,  fhoe-makcr. 

1 562 .  Randal  Bamvile,  C  Will.  Hannet,  draper. 

draper.  l  Jo.  Harvy,  glover. 

A  dear  year  1  a  bulhel  of  wheat  17  {hillings, 
and  rye  at  15  (hillings. 

Upon  the  ekftion  day  this  year,  there  was  a 
great  diilention  between  Tho.  Hayward,  mer- 
chant, and  the  company  of  glovers ;  fo  that  many 
(^  the  glovers,  and  alfo  Will.  Alderfey,  merchant, 
were  odled  before  the  council  at  Ludlow,  and 
weie  there  cenfured. 

1563.  Sir  Laurence-    fHv^Rogerfon,draper. 
^^  Smith,  lent.      JGibertKnowles,  pew- 

'  L     tcrer. 

Upon  the  Sunday  after  Midfummer-day,  the 
hiftory  of  Eneas  and  queen  Dido  was  played 
in  the  Rood-Eye,  and  was  fet  out  by  one  William 
Crofton,  g^nt.  and  one  Mr.  Mann-,  on  which 
triumph  there  were  made  two  forts,  and  fliipping 
on  the  water,  befides  many  horfemen  well  armed 
and  appointed. 

1564.  Rich.  Pool,  mer-f  Henry  Leech,  draper. 

chant.  |E.  Demened,  hewfter. 

This  year  there  was  a  great  froft,  and  the  Dee 
was  frozen  over,  fo  that  people  played  at  foot-ball 
thereon. 

There  was  a  great  fire  without  the  Northgate, 
and  33  dwelling- houfes  burnt,  befides  other  back- 
houfcs,  and  barns,  which  happened  the  29th  of 
Auguft. 

Anno 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

^565.    Tho.  Green,  tai:fR^»^/h°^Pfo"' 

low-chandler.  l^jU^Jjj^  ihareman. 
1566.     William  Sneyd,  V  William  Bird,   tanner. 

knight,  \R.  Brercwood,  glover. 

This  year  there  was  a  ^at  fire  in  Handbridge, 
which  burnt  two  dwclling-houfes,  and  a  barn 
with  corn  ;  one  cow  waa  alfo  burnt  to  death,  and 
four  oxen  were  fo  fmothcred,  that  therft  was  much 
to  do  to  fave  their  lives. 

This  year  the  Whitfun-plays  were  played,  and 
divers  other  paftimes. 

1568.     William  Ball,      f  Edw.  Hanner,  draper, 
glover,  I  Roger  Lee»  ironmonger. 

This  year  the  Northgate-ffireet,  the  White- friars- 
lane,  the  Parfons-lane,  and  the  Caftle-Iane,  were 
paved. 

.569.  3i|„J;^f  "'B.J^itictrb^n. 


L     ncr. 


A  great  part  of  the  new  key  was  built  this  year. 

This  year  the  IherifFs  did  fight  one  with  the 
other,  and  were  therefore  fined  in  loL  towards 
the  repairing  of  a  piece  of  the  walls  chut  was  fallen 
down,  between  the  New  Tower  and  the  Watergate! 

1570.     Sir  Laurence      JJp.  Middleton,  mercht. 
Smith,  knt.      tWill.  Styles,  mercer. 
Ddd2  Anno 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

T      TT    1  r Richard  Bavand,  iron- 

,57,.     Jo.  Hankcy,       \      ^^^^^^        "^ 

merchant.        (^^j^  g^  ironmonger. 

This  year  Whitfun-plays  were  played,  and 
an  inhibition  was  fcnt  from  the  archbilhop  to  flop 
them,  but  it  came  too  late. 

1572.  Roger  Lea,  iron- C  Rich.  Wright,  draper. 

monger.  i  Robert  Hill,  tailor. 

This  year  a  great  part  of  St.  John's  ftecple  fell 
down. 

The  well  without  the  North-gate  was  begun 
this  year. 

T>-  L    J  T-i  -.*.      VWill.  Mafly,  merchant. 

1573.  R'chard  Dutton.Jp^^,  chantrelJ,  mercer. 

This  year  the  contention  began  between  the  ci- 
tizens and  the  vice-chamberlain  of  the  exchequer, 
when  the  mayor,  with  fundry  of  the  aldermen, 
and  twenty  or  thirty  other  citizens,  rode  up  to 
London  in  defence  of  the  city's  matters  ;  but  pre- 
vailed little  or  nothing  at  that  time,  but  in  the 
year  after. 

,574.     SirJohn^Savage,|>|;j>^^^^^ 
"^^    '  t     merchant. 

This  year  a  plague  began  in  Chefter,  but  God 
of  his  mercy  ftaid  his  rod  with  the  death  of  fome 
few  in  the  Crofts. 

This  year  the  faid  Sir  John  Savage  caufed  the 
Popilh  plays  of  Chefter  to  be  played  the  Sun- 
day,  Monday,   Tuelday,    and  Wednefday  after 

Midfummer- 
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Midfummer-day,  in  contempt  of  an  inhibition  and 
the  primate's  letters  from  York,  and  from  the  carl 
of  Huntingdon.  For  which  caufe  he  was  ferved 
by  a  purfuivant  from  York  the  fame  day  that  the 
new  mayor  was  eleded,  as  they  came  out  of  the 
common-hall  •,  notwithftanding,  the  faid  Sir  John 
Savage  took  his  journey  towards  London,  but 
how  his  'matter  fucceeded  is  not  known.  Alfo 
Mr.  Hankey  was  ferved  by  the  fame  purfuivant  for 
the  like  contempt  when  he  was  mayor.  Divers 
others  of  the  citizens  and  players  were  troubled 
for  the  fame  matter. 

This  year  the  controverfy  between  the  city  and 
the  vice-chamberlain  was  fully  fet  abroach. 

For  Mr.  William  Glafeor,  Mr.  William  Al- 
derfey  alderman,  and  John  Alderfey  his  fon, 
were  dif-franchifed,  and  put  from  their  alder- 
nnens  rooms. 

And  on  the  2 2d  of  February,  the  mayor  was 
ferved  by  a  purfuivant  with  the  council's  letters, 
to  appear  before  them  with  all  fpeed ;  where,  at 
his  coming,  there  were  twenty-thiec  articles  of  in- 
formation laid  againll  him  by  Mr.  Glafeor,  vice- 
chamberlain,  which  the  mayor  did  anfwer. 

After  long  debating  of  the  matter,  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  exchequer  fhould  be  the  chan- 
cery court,  as  well  for  the  city  as  the  whole 
county  palatine,  and  articles  fet  down  how  far 
the  faid  exchequer  fhould  deal  with  the  mayor  and 
citizens,  and  wherein  they  Ihould  obey  that  court. 
Alfo,  that  if  William  Glafeor, .  William  Alderfey, 
and  John  Alderfey,  did  come  and  defire  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  their  former  liberties,  that  then  the 
mayor  fhould  reftore  them.  .^ 

Divers  other  things  were  accorded,  too  long 
to  be  here  rchearfed  •,  as  the  confirmation  of  the 
charter,  and  the  taking  out  of  tlie  word  Preto- 

rialy 
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nW,  by  which  the  citizens  were  exempted  from 
the  exchequer. 

The  19th  day  of  April  the  mayor  came  from 
London,  and  the  26th  day  of  the  fame  month, 
being  Monday,  in  the  common-hall^  at  a  port- 
mote,  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  citizens,  and 
the  biihop,  wno  alio  was  appointed  by  thecoun- 
cil  for  the  fame  purpofe;  all  the  orders  were  qpen- 
ly  read  between  the  city  and  the  exchequer. 

Wherein,  amongft  other  things,  the  mayor  is 
liot  now  to  appear  in  the  exchequer  for  every  light 
matter,  except  for  fome  great  caufe :  Alio,  one 
freeman  of  the  city  not  to  fue  another  there,  ex- 
cept it  be  for  want  of  juftice  before  the  mayor, 
&c.  With  divers  others,  as  appeareth  in  record 
in  the  city. 

The  fame  day  Mr.  William  and  John  Alder- 
fey  came  to  the  common-hall,  before  the  mayor 
and  all  the  citizens,  and  defired  to  have  their  ter- 
mer liberties ;  upon  which  requcft  they  were  re- 
ftored,  the  firft  to  his  aldermanfhip,  and  his  fon 
a  merchant  as  he  was  before. 

Alio  Mr.  Glai'eor,  vice-chamberlain,  at  his  com- 
ing from  London,  was  reftoredat  his  requeft,  ac- 
cording to  the  council's  order. 

The  1 2th  of  May  the  mayor  took  his  journey 
towards  London,  and  on  the  2  2d  of  June  came 
back  again,  with  the  charter  of  the  city  new  con- 
firmed, with  fome  additions. 

This  year  the  Pentice  was  enlarged,  and  the 
flierifF*s  court  removed  to  the  common-hall. 

This  year  two  quarters  of  St.  John's  ftceple  did 
fall  down  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  and  in  the 
fall  broke  down  a  great  part  of  the  weft-end  of 
the  church. 

This  year   the  Corn-market-place,    that  was 
made  when  Mr.  Webfter  was  mayor,  was  remov- 
ed 
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ed  to  the  other  fide  of  the  flreet,  under  the 
bifliop's  houfe.  For  which  caufe  the  dean  and 
chapter  have  begun  their  fuit  in  the  exchequer, 
claiming  tjKe  ground  whereon  the  houfe  ftandcth 
to  be  theirs. 

Anno.         Mayors.  SberiflFs. 

1575.     Hen.  Hardwarq^C  Will.  Goulborn>  gent, 
merchant.        \  Dav.  DimiDock,  tanner. 

This  year  there  was  a  coUedtion  made  in  thiA 
city,  and  of  fome  wprfhipful  people  in  the  coun- 
ty, for  a  ftock  to  fet  the  poor  on  work'j  and  a 
hp^fe  of  correftiun  built  under  the  city-wall,  near 
unto  the  Northgate. 

This  Henry  Hardware  removed  the  Corn-mar- 
ket-houfe,  which  Mr.  button  buiU  n€;»r.thebifhop's 
palace,  to  the  Northgate-ditch.  He  purchafed  the 
quarrd  fpr  the  city  ^  and  added  feveral  new  build- 
ings for  the  popr  to  work  in.  This  put  an  end  to 
t^  contention  with  the  dean  and  chapter. 

Aiib  the  faid  Henry  Hardw;^re  cayfed  the  new 
houfe  in  the  Corn-market  to  be  built,  and  the 
j^aw-well  underneath  the  fame.  A4fo  he  hath  fee 
out  200  marks,  which  were  delivered  to  the  city 
by  the  qcecutors  of  Randal  W.Qri^,  to  four  men 
ot  the  city,  upon  fureties. 

1576.    Jo.  Harvy,  flcin- fT.  Lin<;all,  hat-maker. 

ner.  \jo.  Barnes,  tanner. 

1.577.     T]io.  Bellin,       f  Valentine  Rroughton, 

mercer.  1  r^^^ya\ 

LJp.  Tufton,  mercer. 

Both  thefe  fherifis  had  been  apprentices  to  this 
mayor. 

This  year  the  CQuritry  butchers  were  called  in, 
and  admitted  to  fell  flefli  on  the  market-days,  by 

reafon 
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reafon  of  the  high  price  ufed  by  the  city  butchers, 
and  want  of  provifion,  which  they  ought  to  have 
made,  for  the  better  fupply  of  the  dry's  wants. 

In  July,  the  earl  ot  Derby,  the  lord  Strange, 
with  many  others,  came  to  this  city,  and  were  ho- 
nourably received  by  the  mayor  and  citizens. 

The  Shepherds  play  was  played  at  the  High 
Crofs,  and  other  triumphs  at  the  Rood-Eye. 

This  year  Handbridge  was  paved. 

Iknno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

o      Txrir       T      .    rDavid  Montfort,  Pew. 

1578.  William  Jcwet,  \      ^^^^ 

(.  Rand.  Leach,  merchant 

This  year  Iheriff  Montfort  did  win  the  ftandard 
on  Shrove-Tuefday  on  the  Rood-Eye. 

Many  foldiers  being  in  Cheftcr,  two  of  the  Cap- 
tains did  ftrive  which  fliould  bring  their  company 
firll  from  the  Rood-Eve,  which  had  like  to  have 
bred  much  hurt  between  them ;  but  the  mayor 
did  commit  them  both  to  the  Northgate,  until  he 
had  heard  from  the  privy  council,  and  then  both 
the  Captains  were  difcharged,  and  others  put  in 
their  places,  and  martial  law  was  ufed  in  the  city. 

Country  bakers  had  free  liberty  to  fell  on  the 
market-day. 

The  prince's  hall  was  this  year  finifhed. 

A  deep  fnow,  February  the  4th. 

1579.  Will.  Goodman,  f 

merchant.        I  Robert  Brock,  gent. 
Hugh  Rogerfon,  j  David  Lloyd,  draper, 
draper.  I. 

The  faid  William  Goodman  died  the  13th  of 
Augult,  and  Hugh  Rogerfon,  alderman,  was  chofen 
in  his  place  the  Friday  next  after,  according  to 
the  charter. 

The 
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The  Watcrgatc-ftrcct  was  paved  from  the  High 
Crofs  to  Trinity  church. 

Sir  John  Throgmorton,  one  of  the  juftices  of 
Chefler,  died,  and  George  Bromley  fucceeded  him 
in  that  place. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffi. 

^o^     ixrii-       T>-  J      fRich.  Bird,  tanner. 

1580.  WilhamBird,     |  will.  Cockgrave,  inn- 

^""'='^'  I     holder. 

This  year  18  yards  of  the  fpire  of  St.  Peter's 
fteeple  were  new  built. 

Sir  William  Gerrard,  lord  chancellor  of  Ire- 
land, and  recorder  of  this  city,  died. 

158 1.  Rich.  Bavand,     tR.Wallcy,ironfnongcn 

ironmonger.    |  Jo.  Fitton,  ironmonger. 

The  pariftiioners  of  St.  John's,  having; obtained 
the  faid  church  of  the  queen,  bqgan  to  build  up 
fome  part  of  it  again,  atid  cut  off  all  the  chapels 
above  the  choir. 

The  third  of  September  Sir  Lawrence  SmitljL 
knight,  who  had  been  four  times  mayor  of  this  city, 
was  buried  at  St.  Bride's  church :  the  funeral  fer- 
mon  was  preached  by  Mr.  Goodman,  ftanding  in 
the  window  of  the  high  houfe  next  adjoining  to 
the  church,  becaufe  the  church  was  fo  little,  and 
the  company  fo  great. 

.  One  Mr.  Conway,  a  minifter,  was  arraigned, 
and  five  feveral  juries  upon  him,  becaufe  tlie  re- 
corder faid  the  indiftment  was  not  fufHcient  in 
law;  but  an  appeal  being  got,  Mr.  Conway  was 
at  length  delivered. 

.5?...  W.Sul«.nKrc„{J--S3r._d^^^^ 
Vol.  I.  E  c  e  1  he 
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Tlie  old  Shire-hall  was  obtaintd  in  Mr.  Biici's 
timC)  to  make  a  fhambles  for  the  country  butcherFi 
and  was  placed  in  the  Corn-market  in  Mr.  Ba- 
vand*s  time,  and  was  tliis  year  f^pplied  with  coun- 
try butchers. 

This  year  the  alteration  of  the  Conduit  began 
for  the  bringing  of  the  water  to  the  iligh-crofs, 
which  was  done  by  an  ingenious  workman,  whereas 
before  it  came  of  its  own  accord  only  unto  Mr. 
Brerewood's  houfe,  near  unto  Chapel-gate,  to- 
wards which  work  there  was  not  only  a  colleclion 
inade  in  the  city,  but  alfo  the  Offleys  gave  much 
money  towards  the  fame ;  likewifc  Mr.  Thorny 
Alderfey  gave  ten  pounds,  and  Mr.  Withers,  of 
London,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  gave  ten  pounds. 

The  further  part  of  Cow-lane  was  new  paved ; 
and  alfo  Clayton's-lane. 

Anno         Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

.583.     Rt.  Brerewood,   f  J^^M^f ''"•.S'^;- 

Nicholas  Maffy  was  chofen  (herifF  in  (herifF 
button's  place,  who  died  the  i8th  of  February, 
being  a  godly,  zealous  man,  who  not  long  before 
his  death  pulled  down  certain  croiTes  by  a  commif- 
fion  from  the  archbifhop's  vifitors  ^  one  at  tlie  Bars, 
another  at  the  North-gate,  and  another  on  this 
fide  Spital  Boughton,  which  fo  oflfcndcd  the  Pa- 
pifts,  that  they  afcribed  to  it  the  caufe  of  his  death. 

Robert  earl  of  Leicefter,  chamberlain  of  this 
county  palatine,  came  to  Chcfter  the  third  of  June, 
accompanied  by  the  honourable  the  earls  of  Derby 
and  Eirex,  and  the  lord  North,  and  alfo  met  and 
attended  by  moft  of  the  gentlemen  in  this  Ihire, 
with  their  whole  train,  and  as  it  was  thought  they 
were  in  the  whole  1500  horfe,  they  were  received 

at 
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at  the  High-crofs  by  the  mayor  and  his  brethren, 
and  the  whole  council  of  the  city.  They  lodged 
at  the  bilhop's  palace,  dined  with  the  mayor  the 
fourth  of  June,  and  were  prefentcd  with  a  cup,  and 
forty  angels  therein. 

Anno        Mayors.  SherifFs. 

1584.  Valen.  Brough-  VW.Alderifey,  merchant/ 

ton,  merc«;r.     \  Henry  Anion,  tanner. 

The  24th  of  July,  being  St.  James's  day,  there 
was  fuch  ftore  of  thunder,  lightning,  liail,  and 
rain,  from  noon  till  midnight,  that  the  waters  did 
rife  of  afudden,  and  o^rflowed  the'ftreets  into 
the  cellars,  fo  that  hogfiieads  of  wine  did  fwim, 
and  much  wares  werehtirt,  befidcs  great  damage  to 
the  mills,  much  hay  and  corn  dcftroyed,  and  many 
glafs  windows  broKcn  with  the  hail,  being  five  in- 
ches in  compafs,  many  men  and  cattle  were  flain 
by  the  light- bolt  in  divers  places,  fo  that  the  like 
was  never  heard  of  in  the  memory  of  man. 
The  hundred  pound,  being  the  gift  of  Sir  Thomas 
White,  came  to  Chefter  this  year,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly  put  forth  to  four  perfons,  viz.  Adan\ 
Johnfon,  Rich.  Goofe,  Jcffiry  Smith,  and  Will. 
Rogcrfon. 

Eaftgate-^ftreet  new  paved,  and  the  channel  laid 
in  the  middle,  whereas  before  it  lay  on  both  fides. 

1585.  Edmund Gamell,  C  T.  Tatlow,  merchant. 

vintner.  |Tho.  Lynaker,  cooper. 

Upon  St.  Andrew's  day  the  Caftle-bridgc  fell" 
down,  and  killed  two  horfes  and  other  cattle  going 
over  the  fame  with  a  load  of  coals. 

Sixteen  pirates  were  committed  to  the  caftle  and 
the  Northgate,  for  taking  a  (hip  out  of  Wirrall, 
and  killing  one  man  in  the  fame  fhip,  but  the' 
E  e  c  2  wind 
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wind  croflcd  them,  and  brought  them  hxV^  ib  thai 
they  were  forced  to  leave  the  (hip,  and  in  fleeing 
away  they  were  taken. 

Salifbury,  who  confpired  with  Babington  to 
kill  the  queen,  was  apprehended  at  Frodiham  by 

Mr.  Jo.  Pool,  then  fon  and  heir  to Pcx)l,  of 

Pool,  efq.  the  ijth  of  Auguft,  who  fled  into,  the 
foreft,  and  was  taken  the  day  following,  beii^ 
Sunday,  and  ihorcly  after  was  brought  to  London, 
and  there  executed  with  others  of  his  fa&ion. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sherifl^. 

1586.  Will.  Walljron- C  R.  Amery,  ironmonger. 

monger.         ^Rich.  Knee,  merchant. 

There  was  hue  and  cry  made  throughout  Eng- 
land, that  London,  Chefter,  and  Brillol  were  on 
fire,  and  that  the  Spaniards  were  landed  at  the 
New-Key. 

Mr.  Glafeor  purged  himfcrlf  at  Michaelmas  af- 
fizes  from  the  indidlment  of  perjury  laid  againft 
him  by  Mr.  Hurdlefton,  and  others. 

The  fixth  of  May  wheat  fold  for  twenty-four 
(hillings  the  old  bufhtl,  r)x  for  eighteen  Ihillings, 
and  barley  for  fourteen  Ihillings. 

The  fecond  of  September  an  old  bufhcl  of 
wheat  at  eight  ihillings,  rye  at  fix  fhillings,  and 
barley  at  four  fhillings. 

Ferdinando  lord  Strange  was  made  alderman, 
who  received  the  fame  very  honourably,  and  made 
a  rich  banquet  in  the  Pentice. 

1587.  Rt.  Brercwood,  (  T.  Harbottle,  mercer. 

glover.  I  Jo.  Williams,  mercer. 

A  man  was  hanged  drawn  and  quartered  for 
clipping  of  money,  and  his  quarters  were  fet  on 
the  tour  gales. 

There 
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There  was  great  rejoicing  the  13th  of  Auguft 
by  the  citizens  of  Chefter,  for  the  happy  return  of 
the  earl  of  Derby  from  his  emhafly  out  of  Flanders, 
and  many  bonfires  were  made  in  Chefter. 

Robert  earl  of  Lelcefter,  chief  chamberlain  of 
Chefier,  died,  and  the  earl  of  Derby  fucceeded  him 
in  his  place^  w^o  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Glaieor, 
Ofiade  Mr.  HaUiUl  his  vice-chamberlain. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sherifis^         ' 

1588.  Rt.  Brock,  gent.  C  Rich.  Spencer,  gent. 
W.  Hannet,  draper.  I  William  Maio,  tanner. 

.  The  faid  Robert  Brock  died  about  the  i6th  of 
March,  and  William  Hannet  was  chofen  in  his 
place. 

The  eighth  of  September  a  woman  was  burned 
at  Boughton  for  poiloning  her  huiband. 

1 589.  Will.Cockgraye,  t  Thur.  Holinhead,  gent. 

innholder.        c  (Godfrey  Wine,  butcher. 

John  Taylor,  keeper  of  the  caftle,  killed  one 
Mr./Hpckfcnludl,  who  was  then  a  prifoner  in  the 
ikme  place  for .  recufancy.  And.  the  faid  John 
Taylor  was  afterwards  hanged  for  the  fan^e  fa£b. 

J  590.    William  Mafley,  t  J.  Ratclifie,  7    beer- 
merchant.        c  T.  Warden,  I  brewers. 

This  mayor  fet  down  an  order  by  an  a0embly, 
that  when  any  man  came  to  be  made  a  froem^  of 
the  city,  he  Ibould  bring  with  him  furniture  for 
his  body,  and  (hould  fwear  that  they  were  his  own. 

Mr.  Lemman,  an  alderman  of  Diiblin,'^was  bu- 
ried in  the  choir  of  the  cathedral  church  the  28th 
of  September,  and  his  flag  and  coat  of  armour 
were  fixed  up.     But  within  one  fortnight  after,  his 

friends 
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friends  took  hira  up  again,  and  would  have  Cranf- 
ported  him  into  Ireland,  but  fuch  a  tempeft  arok, 
Uiey  being  upon  the  lea,  that  they  were  driven 
back  again,  fo  that,  as  fome  report,  he  was  buried 
in  the  Tea. 

The  gate  near  unto  the  office  <ioor  in  the  Abbq^- 
court  was. begun  the  26th  of  April,  and  was  finiw- 
ed  the  19th  of  May  tbllowing. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

1591.     Thomas  Limall,  rR.  Allen,  ihoemaker. 
hat^maker.       1  Rich.  Broiler,  tanner. 

One  Henry—— — ,  fervant  to  William  biihop 
of  Chefter,  was  tbund  dead,  hanging  on  a  tree 
beyond  Blacon  head. . 


T     t?v..       •        fP-  Ne^valI,   merchant. 
1592.     Jo.  F.tton.  iron-\  j^    gifc,  alias  Taylor, 
monger.  V  i„„h^iaer.  ' 


Henry  earl  of  Derby,  chamberlain  of  this  coun- 
ty palatine,  died  in  September. 

William  Geacon,  fervant  to  the  lord  bifliop  of 
Chefter,  was  arraigned  at  the  alTizes,  holden  at  the 
Caftle  the  27th  of  April,  for  the  murder  of  Ja.- 
Findlove,  a  feller  ot  Scottifli  cloth,  for  which 
fadt  the  faid  Geaton  was  condemned  and  haAgpd 
in  chains  upon  Grapnell  heath,  near  the  place 
where  the  deed  was  done. 

1593.     David  Lloyd,      f  Jo,  Littler,  draper, 
draper.  \  Jo.  Francis,  tanner. 

One  Hefkcth  was  fent  from  the  king  of 
Spain,  doftor  Allen,  and  other  fugitives  beyond 
the  fea,  to  Ferdinando  carl  of  Derby,  offering  to 
crown  him  king  of  England,  if  he  would  conlent 

thereunto ; 
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thereunto. i  but  the  faid  earl  brought  the  faid 
He/keth  tb  the  qUeeh  End  council,  and  difcloled 
the  plot^  Vf hereupon  the  faid  Helkcth  wa;s  arraign- 
ed,  found  guilcyv  ond  hanged. 

The  funeral  for  Henry,  late  earl  of  Derby,  was 
folcmriized  at  Ornoiikirk  the  fourth  of  December, 
which  Was  pcrfcnucd  with  great  honour  by  Fer- 
dinando  his  fon  then  earl  of  Derby,  who  alio  died 
the  16th  of  April  following. 

The  20th.of  September,  this  mayor  did  ride 
the  circuit  of  the  city: 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

mere  an  .        ^  Henry  Hannet,  draper. 

This  mayor  did  chufe  Mr.  Knight  for  his  IherifF, 
but  was  crofled  by  the .  bench,  who  made  choice 
of  Henry  Hannet,  whereat  the  mayor  was  dif- 
contented  j  but  afterwards  the  commiflioncrs,  at 
the  requeO;  of  Mr.  Ma^or,  did  chul.e  Mr.  Knight 
for  the  other  flieriff. 

John  Albright,  late  matter  of '  the  free-fchool, 
being  bound  to  appear  before  the  commiflioners  of 
York,  for  libelling  archdeacon  Rogers,  Bed  away 
into  Ireland. 

There  came  unto  Chefter  at  feveral  times  2200 
footmen,  and  a  thoufand  horfemen  to  go  to  Ire- 
land, for  the  fuppreflion  of  the  rebellion  of  Hugh 
Fardorough  earl  of  Tyrone ;  the  mayor  had  much 
ado  to  keep  the  foldiers  quiet,  and  caufed  a  gibbet 
to  be  fct  up  at  the  high  crofs,  whereon  three  fol- 
dicFS  had  like  to  have  been  hanged. 

William  Chaderton,  bifhop  of  Chefter,  was 
removed  to  Lincoln. 


Anno 
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Hugh  Belief  D.  D.  was  inftalled  biihop  of 
Cheftcr  the  firft  of  November,  who  lived  but  fc- 
ven  months  after,  was  buried  at  Wrexham,  and 
his  funeral  folemnized  at  Chefter  the  twenty-fc- 
condofjune. 

There  came  to  Chefter  at  fevend  times  two 
thoufand  four  hundred  footmen,  and  three  hun- 
dred horfemen,  to  go  for  Ireland.  The  clergy 
fet  forth  the  horfemen,  whereof  a  hundred  and 
fifty-two  horfe  were  fent  for  Ireland,  the  reft  were 
fent  back  again  becaufe.  they  were  not  fufficient. 

All  kinds  of  viftuals  were  very  dear,  and  wheat 
at  twenty.four  (hillings  the  old  buflicl. 

Orders  in  this  city  that  ale  and  beer  fhould  be 
retailed  the  London  quart  for  a  penny. 

1596.     Thomas  Smith,    f  Jo.  AWeriey,  merchant. 
Efquirc.  I     cha'nf  ''  '"'''' 

Nine  hundred  foldiers  came  to  Chefter,  where- 
of five  hundred  were  fent  for  Ireland,  and  the 
reft  ftaying  for  a  wind  were  difcharged  and  fent 
away. 

Alfo  in  the  beginning  of  May  the  foldiers  went 
laft  over,  and  fix  hundred  more  were  fent  back 
again. 

The  order  continued  for  felling  ale  and  beer, 
and  many  were  puniflied  for  breach  of  fize. 

Corn  was  very  dear,  an  old  bufliel  of  wheat  at 
forty  (hillings,  rye  at  thirty  fix  ftiillings,  and  bar- 
ley  at  thirty -one  ftiillijigs. 

The 
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The  fix  hundred  pounds  given  by  Mr.  Hugh 
OfBcjr^  :Qf  London,  were  put  forth  to  four  young 
men,  to  thofe  that  be  only  merchants,  and  the 
other  retailers. 

Mr.  Robert  Offley,  of  London,  gave  fix  hun- 
dred pounds,  to  twenty-four  young  men,  whereof 
twelve  were  apprentices* 

William  earl  of  Derby  came  to  this  city,  and 
was  honourably  recetvcd. 

The  i6th  of  May  Do£tor,  Vaughan,  bilhop  of 
Bangor,  was  nude  bifliop  of  Chefter. 

draper.  (,  .     * 

About  the  tenth  of  November  Doftor  Vaughan 
was  inftalled  bifliop. 

Sir  John  Savage  died  in  his  mayoralty  about 
the  fifth  of  December,  and  the  Friday  after,  being 
the  ninth  of  December,  Mr.  Thomas  Fletcher  w^s 
chofen  in  his  place. 

The  25th  of  February  being  Saturday,  the  fun 
being  totally  eclipfed,  it  was  fo  dark  for  the  time, 
that  the  like  was  never  feen  in  the  memory  of 
man. 

A  thoufand  footmen,  and  two  hundred  and 
'eighty  horfemen  came  at  feveral  times,  and  were 
fent  into  Ireland. 

The  ftccplc  of  White-Friars  was  taken  down 
the  2  ift  of  July. 

1598.    Rich.  Rachborn,n-^^'?^' «*''.''"'• 
^  merchant.         1^^"  ^""^^^  "^'^- 

C     monger. 

The  carl  of  Eflex,   lieutenant-general  for  the 
.  Vol.  I.  F  f  f  wars 


r  « 
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t%vart  in  Irrland,  came  unto  Chcftcr,  and  with  fum 
ttiree  bthcr  earls,  befidcs  many  oducr  lortls^  knights» 
»nd  gtnilcmcn,  who  were  honourably  received  by 
the  mayor  and  his  brethren,  and  after  a  banquet 
prepared  for  them  in  the  Fcntice^  there  was  given 
unto  the  carl  otEflex  afairftandingcup,  with  a  co- 
ver double  gilt,  and  in  the  fame  forty  angels  of 

A  great  armv  of  foldiers  went  over  to  fcrve  in 
W'land,  both  norfemen  and  footmen,  all  under 
the  command  of  the  faid  carL  The  carl  of  Eflbt 
retunied  from  Ireland,  and  went  through  Chefttr 

I  the  day  of  fotemnization  of  the  funeral  of  Sir  Tho^^ 
ITUsEg^fton,  knight,  ion  and  heir  to  the  Right  Hoa,H 
the  lord  keeper  of  the  great  leal  of  England,  whickfl 
was  performed  in  the  cathedral  church  in  Chefter 
the  27th  of  September;  he  died  in  Ireland,  sad 
was  interred  in  the  parilh  church  of  Dodlefton/ 

tg^^.   HtoryHiutlwait,rja  Owco,  mercer, 
efquire.  \Ja  Moylc,  drapier. 

The  27th  of  January  the  river  Dec  was  frazen 
over,  ahdAveral  of  thecitizens  went  to  walk  thereon, 
not  reitieMbering  to  keep  holy  the  fabbath^y, 
(o  that  ium>ng  divers  that  hardly  efcaped,  thxte 
young  men  fell  through  the  ice,  and  were  drowned* 

The  14th  bf  February,,  the  lord  Modntjdy,  de- 
puty of  Ireland,  and  with  him  it  .great  traiii^ 
dined  with  the  mayor  the  17th  of  Fdkimry,  and 
departed  t(ywtir^  Walesitfie  igth  of  Penary,  to 
take  fhipping  for  Ireland. 

Doftor  Vaughan,  bifhop  of  Chei^er,  was  made 
free  of  ttiii  city,  at  his  dwn.defirc.       .  .  -      .    ^. 

This  itlaydr  for  his 'ti|rie  aljteied ;  xpaqy '  a^cidftt 
cuftoms,  as  the  fliMtingibr  thefheiiirs  Breakfaft^ 
the  going  of  the  giants  at  Midfummer,  &c.  and 
ttould  nbt  A^fier  My  plays^  Bit^-Bsits,  Or  MU^ 

biks. 
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baits.     Alfo  he  endeavoured  to  make  apprentices 
free  according  to  the  (tatute, 

The  long  weft  roof  of  the  minfter  w;«u  covered 
with  lead^  and  much  of  tl>e  timber-work  «!«ft  rc^ 
p^d. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

i6qo.    Robert  Brere-     rEdwar4  Button,  inn- 
wood,  glover.  \      holder. 
Rich.  Bavand,    1  E.  Benr^et,  fhoe-^aker. 
ironmonger,     L  T.  Wrigh,t,  hat-m^jkcr. 

Mr.  Robert  Brerewood,  mayor,  caviled  the 
bakers  to  bake  farthing  cakes,  wheat  beii%  at 
I2S.  the  old  bufheli  and  after,  h^  died  in  his 
mayoralty,  a^d  Mr.  Bavand  was  chofen  in  his  place. 

S;heriff  Bennet  likewile  died,  and  Thp.  Wright 
was  chofen  in  his  ftead. 

The  flagging  of  the  long  weft  ile  in  the  mlnft^r 
was  this  year  begun  by  dean  Mitten 

The  new  water- work  at  the  bridge,  for  the  con- 
veying of  water  from  thence  to  many  dweUing- 
houks  in  the  city,  was  begun  this  year  by  John 
Tyr45r. 


1 601.    Jo.  Ratcliflfe, 
beer-brewer. 

Tho.  Rivington, 
beer-brewer 

Tho.  Throp, 
vintner. 


1 
{ 


Jo.  Ratcliffe,  j^n.  beer- 
brpwer. 

Owen  Harris,  iron- 
monger. 

Leave^lookers. 


The  fifth  of  February  a  great  part  pf  the  caufe- 
w^y  a,t  Dee  mills  broke  down,  to  that  najy^rater 
capoe  ae^  the  mills  until  the  fame  breach  was 
ftc^PP^9  which  was  in  May  following. 

F  f  f  2  At 


1 


I 
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At  Michaelmas  fair,  one  Amet,  fcrvam  toMr. 
Manly  of  SaJtney-fidc»  cruelly  murdered  one  of 
.  Kjs  fellows  near  unto  his  mafter's  houlc,  firft  by  M 
cutting  his  throat  with  a  knife,  and  afterward h  " 
mJflTing  his  windpipe,  he  ripped  up  his  belly  with 
the  fajnc  knife,  (o  that  his  bowels  tell  out,  and 
leaving  him  for  dead,  went  home  without  taking 
any  money  from  him,  as  he  firft  intended;  not- 
withftanding,  the  dying  man  came  home,  and  lap- 
ping his  bowels  in  his  fhirt,  he  lived  until  he  had 
made  known  who  killed  him.  And  the  fame 
murderer  was  hanged  in  chains  the  year  following, 
near  unto  the  place  where  the  de**d  was  done. 

Many  foldlcrs  were  this  year  fent  into  Ireland, 
and  the  new  meafures  firft  came  up. 

One  Candey's  wife  confpirtU  with  otie  Boon 
to  poifon  her  huftsand,  for  which  they  were  both 
an;aigned,  and  fiopn  was  preft  to  death,  ami  Ibe 
was  nanfi;ed  after  ber  ddivery^  being  great  with 
child  at  her  trial 

Anno        Mayors-  Sheriffs. 

1602.    Hugh  Glafeor,    f  wM|•^Z?'""'''^'' 
Kcndrick  Evans,  r 

inn-keeper.   -1  .. 

The  carl  c^  7yr^l>^  whofora  longtime  main- 
uined  wars  againft  England,  did  th'is  year  come 
in  and  proftrate  him&lf  Before  the  lord  Afoun^y, 
then  deputy  of  Ireland);)  and  iu  the  ptneibiGe  of 
alf  the  ftates  of  Indafidj! in  the  csiftle  oCOfftbHi^ 
humblf  dcfiring  hia  psudbn  from  tJie  q^Mny^ahd 
was  brooght  through  Cfaeftfcr  in  this  mayte%tkne. 

The  aad  of  Auguft,  iii  tHe  m^t^LMwe^0^9t«i^ 

dcrfiil 
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dcrful  exhalation  of  a  fiery  colour,  likcwife  a  cano- 
py, was  fcen  over  this  city,  and  in  September  fol- 
lowing, the  great  pli^ue  began  in  Chefter  in  one 
Gk)ver*s  houfe,  in  St.  John's-lane. 

Ando        Mayors.  Sheriffi. 

rWiU.  Alderfcy,  mer- 
1603,     Jo.  Alderfey,       I      chant. 

merchant,        1  Will.  Manning,  inn- 
t     holder. 
Robert  Uleafe, 


[ 


apothecary.      I  t       ^11 
Robert  Cooper,  <  Leave-lookers. 

baken 


The  plague  encreafed,  and  many  infefted  per- 
fons  were  taken  out  of  their  houfes,  and  conveyed 
into  houfes  and  cabins  built  at  the  water-fide,  near 
unto  the  New  Tower,  and  were  there  relieved  at 
the  city*s  coft. 

f  Thomas  Rivington, 
bcer-brewer. 
Kendrick  ap  Evan, 
inn-holder. 

This  mayor  in  his  time  went  up  to  London, 
and  there  renewed  the  charter  of  the  city. 

Doftor  Vaughan,  bifliop  of  Chefter,  was  tranf- 
lated  unto  the  bifhopric  of  London,  and  doctor 
Lloyd,  bifhop  of  Man,  was  made  bifhop  ot 
Chefter. 

Dodtor  Barlow,  dean  of  Chefter,  was  made 
bifhop  of  Rochefter,  and  dodbor  Parry  wasinftal- 
led  dean  of  Chefter  the  firft  of  Auguft. 

The  bell^  in  the  rtiintter-were  new  caftj  and 
placed  in  the  high  ftecplf,  'arid  the  20th  xrf"^  July 
the  firft  peal  was  rung.  ^^    ^ 

The 


f 
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The  plague  was  very  hot  in  Chcfter,   and  a 
^ficat  many  were  friit  unto  the  cabins  ;  and  fomc      j 
joftices  of  peace,  bcfidcs  a  great  number  of  ciri-      j 
zcns,  removed  into  the  country.     The  mayor  was      | 
exceedingly  careful  in  keeping  the  fick  from  the 
healthy,  yet  he  never  removed  out  of  the  city,  al- 
though his  houfe  was  infcfted,  and  fomc  of  his 
children  and  fervants  died,  I 

The  court  of  exchequer  was  removed  into  Tar-  I 
TJiij  and  the  Michaelmas  aflizes  were  kept  at  Nant-  I 
wich.  There  were  no  fairs  kept^  neither  did  the 
watch  go  on  MidJummer-cvc. 


draper. 


RoheitAmery,  f 

inn-keeper,      t 

The  horribk  plot  of  gun-powder  tretlbiu  in* 
tended  to  have  been  performed  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber,  was  befixe  tliat  tune  ftrangely  difcovered. 

In  the  mondi  of  February  the  plague  ceafed. 

The  fouith  of  March,  the  bells  wMch  tiielftft 
year  were  placed  in  the  high  fte^e  of  die  iniii- 
ikr  were  taken  down  aBd  new  caft,  by  rea&atof 
feme  defauks  that  were  in  tlie  firft  cafl&ig. 

i6o6,     Philip  Philips,    VTho,  Throp,  vimtfifr,^ 
hat-ou^bei^.      lRieh.i^let3eMr^0avfb-. 
Th(»nasDannat,r 

glovo.  I  Lcave-lookers. 


Thomas  Wcftoii. 
glover.  l 


Anno        Mayors:.  Sheriffs.  ^H 

1605.    John  Littler.      [  Robjrt  Bkafc,  apothc  "^ 

.  Tho.  Harvy,  merchant. 


In 
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In  the  month  of  January,  the  fword  being  car- 
ried before  the  mayor  through  the  minfter  church, 
it  was  put  down  by  one  of  the  prebends,  which 
was  the  caufe  of  fome  Controvcrfy,  but  the  fame 
was  prefently  appeafed  by  the  biihop. 

A  ftranger  did  dance  and  vault  upon  a  rope, 
which  was  faftened  a  great  height  aborvetheground;^ 
overthwart  the  ftreet  at  the  High  Cro&,  whioh 
did  ieenn  ftrange  to  the  beholders. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

1 607.     Sir  Jo.  Savage,    c  Rx>bert  Whitby,  g^t. 
knight.  2  George  Brook,  gent. 

Jo.  Taylor,  iron-  r 

monger.  <  Leave-tookcrs. 

Jo.  Cook,  glover.  L 

This  year  there  was  a  great  froft,  which  con- 
tinued from  Michaelmais  to  the  middle  of  Fe- 
bruary. 

This  year  Sir  Richard  Trevor,  and  divers  others, 
wrought  great  means  to  have  the  caufeway  taken 
down  it  Dee-bHdge,  alledging,  that  the  river 
(ho^dd  be  fcourcd,  that  the  fhipping  Knight  better 
cdmeuntfo  the  dty,  and  the  meadomifig  upon  the 
riveir-fl«te  would  te  free  from  overflowing.  But 
the  CuAe  was  ^ithftood  by  Mr.  Thomas  Gamul, 
rMOI«ter4of  the  city.  And  after  the  feveral  juries 
had  given  up  their  verdi&a  unto  the  commiffioners 
to  that  end  appointed,  the  lords  of  his  majefty*s 
mdft-htilhourable  privy  council  took  the  hearing ^f 
the  cauie,  Md  they  referred  the  fame  to  be  order- 
ed by  four  judges  of  the  land,  who  decreed  that 
the  caufeway  ihauld  ftand. 

,608.    William  Gamul.-rg'Sf*!"'**"*^.'^^"^- 

4.     monger. 

George 
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iwpcr,  r 

int.        L  .  •  r- 


merchant. 


Agreatimt  c£dicwaU%  between  the  Water- 
|M.andtlie.Nev.To«rer»  were  Jxpttred,  and  the 
MMrgate.ft^aiflcdtandinadcla^       . 

This  year  thectictied  about.founcen  porfoos  of 
the  plag^  which  Ix^m  at  the  Talbot. 

nay  at  the  bqg^iining  of  hay-hsrvdK  was  at  30s. 
a^Iond,,  friid.«5s..8d.:aii4tt.thtf  CD^  fcU  to 
2QS.  andtaiSa.  -     c  - 

-  I    ■    .   ' 

Anno       MayHn.  .  ShcsiSs. 

1609.    Will.  Leicefter,  i^^  Fkcon^  nierchanL 
mercer.  |  G,  Harper,  ironmonger. 

Edward  Batho, 
clothier. 


latho,   r 

ncc,     1 
I 


Nicholas  Ince,     ^  LeaveJookers. 
maltfter 

The  walk,  that  were  repaired  the  laft  year, 
fell  down  this  year  in  the  month  of  November. 

The  bell  and  bowl,  which  are  run  for  on  St. 
George's-day  by  horfes,  were  Wovided  by  Mr. 
Robert  Amery,  fometime  fherifr  of  this  city,  who 
the  fame  d^y  in  this  year  brought  them  down  to 
the  Rood-Eye  with  great  triumph.  -    . 

1 610.    Tho.  Harvy,      C  H.  Williamfon,  mercer, 
merchant.        i  Jo.  Throp,  tailor. 
Randal  Holme, 


P.Kkmter,  <  Leave-lopken. 
ironmonger. 


Many  died  of  the  plague  in  Chdter  this  year. 

Midfunmier- 
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Midfummcr-eve  5eing  on  Sunday^  t^ie  mayor 
cauikl  the  watch  to  be  iet  forth  the  day  brforc, 
although  that  ibme  wore  unwiUing  it  ihould  be  fo. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

i6ii.    Jo.    katclifFe,    JNich.  Ipcc,  maltfter. 
beer-brovcr,    tR-'f'^cher,  hat-maker. 
Tho.  Irtce,  fhoe-? 

maker.  <  Leave-lookers. 

R.  Bridge,  dyer,  t 

This  mayor  being  perfuaded  xbat  «he  Sabbath- 
day  ihould  be  truly  performed  and  kept,  he  cauf- 
ed  the  reapers  to  be  removed  that  came  every  Sun- 
day to  the  fligh'CroTs  in  the  harveft-time  to  ^bc 
hired  for  the  week  following. 

|-  Tho.  Whitby,  gent. 
1 6 1 2 .     Robert  Whitby,  1      clerk  of  the  Pentice, 
gent.  1  Peter  Drinkwatcr,  iron- 

*-     monger. 
William  Allen,  r 

RcAeTBermet,  1  X^^ve-lookers. 
ilraper.  ^ 

The  jacka  were  fet  up  at  St.  Peter's  church, 
afid  the<{uaFiors  were  made  to  ftrike  upon  the 
clock,  at  the  coft  of  Mr.  Robert  Amery,  who 
died  the  z  ift <ff  September  following. 

This  mayor  did  ftriftly  take  care  that  all  the 
ftatutes  and  orders  within  tlie  city  fhould  be  kept 
accordingly,  and  cauftd  all  that  fold  ale  or  beer 
for  two  pence  the  quart  to  pay  the  full  forfeiture 
of  their  recognizances;  he  appointed  every  man 
€0  bring  in  his  qyarts,  and  bfbke  in  pieces  all 
that  wete  not  fuU  nnteafure.  He  viewed  die 
weights  and  meafures  of  all  the  tra^lefmen  witbiqjl 

Vol,  I.  G  g  g  thf 


410     THE    VALE. ROYAL 

the  ciiy,  reforming  thofc  that  were  amifs,  and 
caufing  many  new  bufhels  to  be  cut  lefs.  He 
fized  the  wines,  mufcadine  at  ^d.  the  quart,  fack 
at  lod.  and  other  wines  at  6d. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gamul,  the  recorder,  died,  whofe 
funeral  was  performed  by  a  great  multitude  of 
people,  the  biihop  preaching  the  funeral  fermon. 
And  for  him  a  coftly  monument  was  ercfted  in 
St.  Mary's  church,  where  he  lieth  buried  in  a 
large  vault,  made  on  purpoie,  under  the  ground. 

Mr.  Edward  Whitby,  one  of  the  fons  of  the 
aforeiaid  mayor,  was  made  recorder  in  his  place. 

Anno        Mayors,  Sheriffs. 

1613.  Will.  Alderfey,  jun.y  Ed.  Bach,  clothier. 

merchant.  I  Tho,  Peri  will,  fadler. 

R.  Berry,  merchant,  r 
Gilbert  Eaton,        \  Leave-lookers. 

beer- brewer.        L 

This  mayor  finding  the  brazen- meafure,  which 
was  long  ufcd  in  Chefter,  to  be  too  little,  he 
cauled  the  fame  to  be  new  caft  according  to  a  juit 
meafure,  and  all  the  new  bulhels  were  enlarged 
by  the  lame  meafure. 

1614.  Will.  Alderfey,  fen.VR.  Alderfey,  mercht. 

merchant.  ^Rob.  Bennet,  draper. 

Tho.  Bird,  tanner,  r 
Tho.  Knowles,       <  Leave-lookers. 

ironmonger.         L 

Do<5lor  Lloyd,  biihop  of  Chefter,  died  the  firft 
of  Auguft,  and  was  privately  buried  in  the  choir 
of  the  cathedral  church  ;  his  funeral  was  per- 
formed the  Sunday  following,  and  his  funeral- 
fermon  was  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  Shute,  his  do- 
meftical  chaplain. 

Annp 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

1615.     Thomas  Throp,  J  Rand.  Holmes,  painter, 
vintner.  I  Tho.  Wefton,  glover. 

J.  Anion,  draper.! 

Tho.  Sutton,      <  Leave-lookers. 


inn-keeper. 


1' 


Sir  Richard  Lukenor,  one  of  the  juftices  of 
Chefter,  died,  and  Sir  Thomas  Chamberlain  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  place. 

Doftor  Moreton,  dean  of  Winchefter,  was  con- 
fecrated  biihop  of  Chefter  the  17th  day  of  July, 
and  was  inftalled  in.  Chefter. 

The  17th  day  of  September,  in  the  night  tide, 
there  arofe  a  very  great  flood,  which  drowned 
many  cattle  on  Saltney,  to  the  lofs  of  many  poor 
people  in  Handbridge. 


r  Thomas  Sutton,  inn- 
J  616.     Edw.  Button,      \      holder. 

inn-holder.       j  Jo.  Cook,  glover. 
(.Tho.  Bird,  tanner. 
Tho.  Anion,  inn- r 

keeper.  <  Leave-lookers. 

Jo.  Barns,  tanner.  (. 


Sheriff  Sutton  died,  and  Thomas  Bird  was 
chofen  in  his  place. 

Mr.  William  Alderfey,  alderman  and  juftice  of 
peace,  twice  mayor,  died,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Ince 
was  chofen  alderman  in  his  place. 

fFoulk  Salifbury,  iron- 
1617.     Charles  Fitton,    \      monger. 

merchant.  |  Gilbert   Eaton,    beer- 

C     brewer. 

This  year,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  our  city 
G  g  g  2  was 
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was  graced  with  the  royal  prcfence  of  our  fovc* 
reign  king  James,  who  being  aite»de<i  with  ma- 
ny honourable  earls,  reverend  bifliops,  and  wor- 
thy knights  and  courtiers,  bcfidts  all  the  gencry 
ot  the  (hire,  rode  m  ftate  through  the  city  the 
25d  of  Auguft,  being  met  by  the  flieriffs,  peers, 
and  common-council  of  the  city,  every  one  with 
his  tbot-cloth,  well  mounted  on  horl'e-back.  All 
the  train-ibldiers  oi  ihc  city  ftanding  in  order 
without  the  Eaftgate,  and  every  company  with 
their  eofigns  in  kcfiilj  fort,  did  keep  their  leve- 
ral  ftations  on  both  fides  of  the  Eaftgate-ftreet. 
The  mayor  and  all  the  aldermen  took  their  pkces- 
<ai  a  Tcaffidd,  railed  and  hun^  about  with  green ; 
and  thdre,  in  molt  grave  and  feemly  manner,  they 
attended  the  coming  of  his  majefty.  At  which 
time,  after  a  learned  fpeech  defevered  by  the  re- 
corder, the  mayor  prefcnted  to  the  king  a  fair 
Handing  cup,  with  a  cover,  double  gilt,  and 
therein  an  hundred  Jacobus*s  of  gold  •,  and  like- 
wile  the  mayor  delivered  the  city*s  fword  to  the 
king,  who  gave  it  to  the  mayor  again.  And  the 
fame  was  borne  before  the  king  by  the  mayor, 
he  being  on  horfe-back.  And  the  Iword  of  Hate 
was  borne  by  the  right  honourable  William  earl 
of  Derby,  chief  chamberlain  of  the  county  pala- 
tine of  Chefter. 

The  king  rode  firft  to  the  Minfter,  where  he 
alighted  from  his  hori'e,  and  in  the  weft  ile  of  the 
Minfter  he  heard  an  oration  itelivcred  in  Latin 
by  a  fcholar  of  the  free-fchool.  After  the  faid 
oration  he  went  into  the  choir,  and  there,  in  a 
feat  made  for  the  king  at  the  higher-end  of  the 
choir,  he  heard  an  anthem  lung  :  And  after  cer- 
tain prayers,  the  king  went  from  thence  to  the 
Pentice,  where  a  furaptuous  banquet  was  prepar- 
ed at  the  city's  coft  -,  which  being  ended,  the  king 
departed  to  tlic  Vale-Royal :  And  at  his  depar- 
ture, 
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ture^  the  order  of  knighthood  was  offered  to  the 
mafor,  but  he  refttfed  tke  £unc^ 


1618. 


1619. 


1620. 


^^*"g-  1     chant.     ^ 

r  Charles"  WaHey,   inn- 
\      hoWcr. 

I  Thomas    Inee,    &oe- 
itakcr. 

fHumpfireyLleyd,  mer- 
chant. 
WiUiam  Spark,  iron- 
monger. 


Hugh  William-] 
fon,  mercer, 

Will.     Gamul,  J 
merchant. 


John  Blanchard, 

baket*, 
Hugh  Whixieed, 

glover. 


{ 


Leave-k)okers* 


John  Owen,  aldermar^  died»;  and  Andrew  Ga- 
mul, merchant,  being  one  of  tiie  coWlcii  of  the 
city  was  choien  in  his  place. 

Sir  Peter  Watbtrrton,  knigh*,  and  one  of  his 
msyefty's  judges  in  the  coma)on-pkfl|s,  died  at 
Grafton.  Robert  Berry^  nQ6Fchant»  was  ^ofen 
alderman  in  his  place. 

r         t>  u   *.   xTi7k-,     CWffliana.  Allen,    dra;- 
1021.     Robert    White-  1      _  ' 


heady  gent. 

Williato  Fifher, 
innkeepeir* 

John  Williams, 
innkeeper. 


per. 
Rkhard  Bridge,  dier. 

LeaVe-Iookcrs. 


John  Maddock,  baker,  and  William  Hincks, 
bvtcher,  were  chofen  tswo  of  the  forty  or.  common- 
council  of  this  city* 

Anno 
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Anno  Mayon.  Sheriffs. 

i6»i.    Sir  Tl».  SmiA,  r J«^j?"««°^   ^ 

tlMw  l^iUoodo,]? 

Hugh  Danrenpoxtt  cowiftttor  and  alderman  of 
thiicity,  dkdttie^^lof  December  a^ 
phtcf  Lloyd^  tnothan^  was  chdfeo   alderman 

Davia  t>yinttm|tL  alfaennaA,  died»  and  Jdm 
Savage,  efi)uflie»  wtf  choTcn  in  hi»  jJacc^ 

rChriftopher     Bleafc, 
162^.    John  Brierton,  :1  '  mercer. 

innkeeper.        1  William   Fiiher,   inn-. 
(,     holder. 

WiUjJ^J^lJ^  l^hofa.  of  the  council. 
TIkIS^^.  {Chofea.of  .hecouncil. 

Thomas  Whitby,  alderman,  died,  and  Richard 
Dutton>  gent,  was  cholen  in  his  place. 

Humphrey  Lloyd,  alderman,  died,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Walley,  innkeeper,  was  cholen  in  his  place. 

Robert  Whitehead,  alderman,  and  jufticc  of  the 
peace,  died,  and  William  Allen,  draper,  was  cho- 
len  in  his  place.  ^ 

,624.  Peter  Drinkwa-  f '^^°^^i^"°*^''»^"• 
£  ^^•"°"-'  WilliaS  GJegg.  mer. 
^^'  I     chant. 

Robert 
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Anno  Mayors.  »■  Sheriffs. 

r  Robert  Sprofton,  hat- 
1625.    Sir  Randal  Main- J      maker; 


wanng. 

Richard  Brofter, 
tanner. 

W,  Jones,  linen- 
draper. 

1626.  Nicholas    Ince, 
maltfter. 


I  Robert  Harvey,  iron- 
V.     monger. 


Leave-lookers. 


1 

f" Richard  Bennet,   dra- 
per. 
Thomas    Humphreys^ 
maltfter. 


1 


{ 


Leave-lookers. 


Robert  Ince,  dr^- 

rr. 
Alderfcy. 

r  WilliamEdwards,  mer- 
1627.     Richard  Dutton,  j      chant. 

gent.  1  Thomas  Alderfcy,  mer- 

t     chant. 
W.   Higginfon,   f 

wlmirJ^ory,  I  Lcavc-lookers. 
flioemaker.       (. 

}  Richard  Leicefter,  mer- 
cer. 
John  Leech,  mercer. 
ChriftopherDan-r 

Randil^^H^^ 
painter.  (^ 

•  f  Jo.    Alderfcy,    iron- 

I      innkeeper. 
^Robert  Ince,  draper. 
Willian 
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William  Hj^infoo  died»  And  Rdbeit  incc  was 
chofen  in  his  pdace. 

Tbonias  Cooper,  C 
ironmonger.  •     i 
Owco  Jones,  iron.  V  LoircJookcrs. 

monger.  ] 

Calvin     firueo,    j 
ironmonger.       (^ 

Owen  Jones  died  this  jrear,  aod  Calvin  Bruin 
was  chofen  in  his  place. 

r  Thomas  Thorpe,  mcr- 

1630.  Charles  WaUey,  I     chant. 

innkeeper.         1  Thomas  Cooper,  iron- 
I.     monger. 
R.  Bird,  merchant,  r 
Edw.   Williams,  <  lieavc-lookcrs. 

innkeeper.         i 

163 1 .  William  Allen,    f  Richard  Broiler,  tanner. 

draper.  <  William   Jones,  linen- 

Mr.  Tho.  Bird,    t     draper. 

This  mayor  died  on  Chriftmas  eve,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Bird  was  chofen  the  Frtday  following  to 
ferve  out  his  time. 

Thomas  Eaton,    C 

beerbrewer.       <  Leave-lookers. 
R.  Wright,  baker.  L 

r  William  Parnell,  mer- 

1632.  William  Spark,  I      chant. 

ironmonger.      J  Rdbert    Wright,    ba- 
L     ker. 
John    Maddock,  C 

GiSrVofe,fdt.j^ 
maker.  C 

Anno 
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r  Randal  Holme,  junior, 
1633.     Randal  Holme,  1      painter. 

pointer.  I  Richard     Bird,     mer- 

(.     chant. 
Sam.  Robinfon,    C 


merchant. 

Alexander  Bird, 
tanner 


"i 


Ralph  Robinfon  died  this  year,  and  Alexander 
Bird  was  chofen  in  his  place. 

r  William    Ince,    mer- 
1634.     FrancisGamwell,\      chant. 

gent.  I  Thomas  Eaton,  beer- 

^     brewer. 

Edward  Evans,  mercer,  was  chofen  in  the  place 
of  Thomas  Eaton,  who  died  the  fame  year. 


William  Hincks,/- 

HugTlS;,  malt-i  Leave-lookers. 
fter.  ^ 

{Thomas  Croffe,  iron- 
monger. 
Calvin    Bruin,     iron- 
monger. 
Peter  Ince,   fta-  /• 

ClSiTBernand,  ]  Lcave-lookers.      , 
dier.  t 

{Edw.  Bradfhaw,  mer- 
cer. 
Owen  Hughes,    mer- 
chanc- 
VOL.  I.  H  h  h  John 
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Jol^    Wilding,   r 

T.  ^^'^?^'-  L  •       I-  Lcavclookers. 
PctcrLcigh^iron-ij 

monger.  ** 

Mayors.  Sheriffs.. 

Thooiaji  W.cfton 


Anno 
1637. 

1638. 

1639. 

1640. 

1641. 

1642. 

1643- 

1644. 

1645. 

1646. 
1647. 

1648. 
1649. 

1650. 

1651.  O.  Hughes  died, 
and  Jo.  Johnibn 
ferved  put. 


Thomas  Throp,  {  wiil.  WiUcock. 

Robert  Sprofton.  {  wiUi^Drinkwatcr. 
„  .    TT  f  Richard  Bradftiaw, 

Rob.  Harvey.     {  R^iph  Fulton. 

i-L      Aij  -r       r  John  Whittle. 
ThcAldcrfey.   {iaUdHvUton, 

I  Tho.  Mottcrlhcad. 

\  Hugh  Leigh. 

f  j9MJohnfQn. 

\  William  Crompton. 

.William  Whittle. 

I  William  Bennett. 
Humphrey  Philips, 
Ra. Davies  died^and 
Ra.  Richardfon,  ferved. 

Charles  Walley.  J  No  Sheriffs  this  year. 

Wm   Edwards     cM'^Wyme. 
Wm.  lidwaros.   J  Ri^h^rd  Sprofton. 

^•^^^if^^^^^^^^f  William  Wright. 
andE.BradlhaM(  [Richard  Minliull. 
ferved  out;.  ^ 

Rich  Bradlhaw    1  J^"***"  ^'gS^- 
Kicn,  isracunaw.  Jqgrrard  Jones.. 

xiT     n         .  «  ,  Thomas  Parnell. 

Wm.  Crompton.  {^jUj^  Capper. 

T, .  ,    T    •    n.      1  John  Anderfon. 
RAch.Leicefter.}J.^^_fj^^^j^^ 


Tho.  Cooper. 
William  I  nee. 
Randal  Holme. 

Charles  Walley. 


•1 


Thomas  Haud. 
Hugh  Moulfon. 


l^S^• 
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Anrio        Mayors.  ShcnfFs;. 

.65,.  Eaw.B™ifl,.,.^g£«i'|j;^. 

.654.    Richa-dBird.     telf^- 
.655.    W*.  Wright.    ^^- 

fbus'far  Kiitg^s  accdtint  of  the  Mtfyirs-^  ibe'reinlaiitder^ 
to  the  prefau  limey  will  be  given  th  the  /fypindix. 

"the  'Names  ifiht  Jufikts  df  Ckfe's-TEk,  and 
of  iheir  Ajfcictdtcs. 

I    jptRRARB,  foh  of  tV^ 

\J  in   the   time  of  Hugh  Luptfs^  carl  of 
Cheftcr. 

2  Jo'hnle  Strang^.. 

3  David^  baron  of  l^^alpas,  Ah.  '34  Henry 
2d.  A.  p.  1 187.     . 

4  Rahdulph  de  Menelfwaring,  in  the  time  of 
kihg  llichard  the  iFifft,  aAd  kink  John  \  and  in 
the  abfence  of  Ranulph  earl  of  Chellery  1190. 

5  Philip  de  Orreby,  4  John,  iloi. 

.  6  Sir  John  Grey,  kni^t,  father  t6  Roger  lord 
Grey  oF  Ruthin,  16  Henry  3d.  1231. 

7  Richard  dc  Draycot,  23  Henry  3d.  1^39. 

8  John,  lord  of  Lexiijgton,  25  Henry  3ci.  1240. 

9  John  Strange,  2B  Heniy  3d.  parte  i  M.  5, 

1243. 

10  AUn  de  Touchet,  anceftor  to  die  lord  Aud* 
Iey»  30  Henry  3d.  1246. 

Hhh2  II  R(^ 
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11.  Roger  de  Montake,  baron  of  Hawardcn, 
33  Henry  3d  1249. 

12.  AUnde  la  Zouch,  Chkf  Juffice  of  Eng* 
'^land,  35  Henry  3d.  125 1. 

13  William  w  la  2^ch»  47  Henry  .3d.  1163. 

14  Oancelinu$  deBadldiner,  2  Ed.  ift.  1273. 

15  Paganus  de  Tibetoft,  anceftor  «o  tfie  earl  of 
Worcefter,  4  Edward  ift.  1276. 

16  Reiffnold  Grey,  crcatca  lord  Grey  of  Ru- 
chin,  10  Edward  ift.  1282. 

17  Richard  Mafley,  baron  of  Dunham-Mafley, 
90  Edward  .ift.  1292. — 18  Lambert  de  Tdlling- 
ham  his  aflbciatr. 

•      19  William  deOrmelby,  lord  of  Pulfordcaftlc^ 
25  Edward  ift.  1296. 

20  WilUam  Tniflell>  of  Warming^iam,  30  Ed- 
ward ift.  1302. 

21  Sir  Rojbert  Holland,  knight,  i  Ed.  2d.  1308. 
22.  Paganus  de  Tiben)ft,   grandchild  to  the 

aforefaid  raganus,  3  and  4  Edward  2d.  13 10. 
2  3  Sir  Hugh  de  Audley,  knicht,  7  £d.  2d.  1 3 1 4. 

24  Hugh  Frcne,  10  Edward  2d.  1317.  - 

25  JohndeSapie,   12  Edward  2d.  13 18. 

26  Sir  Robert  Holland,  knight.  Sir  Richard 
de  Amorcy,  knight,  juftice  of  North-Wales,  19 
Edward '2d.  1325. 

27  Sir  Aimer  Ingham,  for  his  life,  27  Aug. 
parte  A.  2  Edward  3d.  parte  2.  m.  23.  2  Edward^d. 
1329. — 28  Thomas  Ferrers  his  dffociate. 

29.  William  de  Clynton,  28  06t  p.  4  Ed.  3d. 
parte  2  m.  32.  4  Edward  3d.  1397. 

30  Sir  Hugh  Frays,  knight,  10  Edward  3d. 
1335.' — 31  Hugh  Audley  his  affociate. 

32  Henry  Ferrers,  12  Edward  3d.  1337. 

33  Ralph  lord  Stafford,  knight  of  the  Garter, 
15  Richard  3d.  1340. 

34  Thomas  Ferrers,  20  Edward  3d.  1346. 

25  Sir 
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35  Sir  Barth.  Burwafhe,  knight,  one  of  the  firft 
founders  of  the  Garter,  32  Edward  3(L  1357. 

36  John  de  Macclesfield,  34  Edward  3d.  136191 
l^  John  de  Delves,  35  Edward  3d.  1361. 

38  Bartheram  Griffin,  of  Brercton,  39  Edward 
3d.  1364. 

39  Bartholomew  Burgherft/ 42  Ed.  3d.  1367. 

40  Thomas  Abbot  of  Vale-Royal,  43  Edward 
3d.  1368. 

4 1  Thomas  Abbot  of  Chefter,  44  Ed.  3d.  1 369. 

42  Sir  Thomas  Felton,  knight  of  the  Garter, 
44  Edward  3d.  1370.-^43  John  de  la  Pool  his 
aflbciate,  and  ^fter  Juftice  of  Chefter,  50  Ed.  3d. 

44  John  Holland,  after  earl  of  Huntingdon, 
and  knight  of  the  garter,  6  Richard  2d.  1382. 

45  Edward  Plantagenet,  duke  of  York,  and 
knight  of  the  garter,  9  Richard  2d.  138^. 

46  Edpund,  duke  of  York,  10  Rich.  2d.  1386. 

47  Edward,  earl  of  Cambridge,  10  R.  2d-  13^6. 

48  Thomas  dp  Lee,  12  Richard  2d.  1388. 

49  Robert  de  Vcre,  earl  of  Oxford,  marquis  of 
Dublin,  and  duke  of  Ireland,  15  Richard  zd. 

50  Thomas  Plantagenet,  duke  of  Glouceftcr, 
and  knight  of  the  gaiter,  15  Richard  2d*  1391. 

51  Thomas  de  Mowbray,  earl  of  Nottingham, 
earl  Marfhall,  and  knight  of  the  garter,  17  Rich- 
ard 2d.  1393. 

52  Robert  Holes,  18  Richard  2d.  1394. 

53  Robert  Townley,  20  Richard  ad.  1396. 

54  William  Newhangh,  21  Richard  2d.  1397. 

55  William  le  Scroop,  earl  of  Wiltlhirc,  and 
knight  of  the  garter,  22  Richard  2d.  1398. 

56  Thomas  de  Molincs,  22  Richard  2d. — si 
Peter  Perkin  his  aflbciate,  1398. 

58  Henry  Percy,  earl  ot  Northumberland,   i 
Henry  4th." — 59  William  Buckley  his  aflbciat 
1400. 

60 


id,   I 
ciate^ 

Jdfal 
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^60  {fohn  P%Q<  3  Hqny  ^fh.  t*4Al. 

6t  'Gilbert  Talbot,  knigjtt  ^^  the  j^<ittir.  ^ 
WkMY4^^  x404.-^2  John  iCti^^jr  1^  nb-^ 
date, '  "*-,•- 

"61  Itog^flttton,  I  Sfedit 

€4  JomiPi0>t,  a  Heniy  5thu  14x4,-^65  tldiA^ 
KMdqrhis  affociaie. 

«6  Jolm  <le  Manwarfnfe  5  I^tttt  j^ 

67  Tamei  de  Hdty  6  Henry  5th.  1418. 

4S8  lieuy  Btrtks,  8 Hautjr ^.^420. 
^  159  ^etet  JPooli^  9  and  10  Henry  s^  -Vf^h 
md  !i  Iletiky  6th;  1421^ 

'^o  Thooiaa  fldhnd^  duke  of  ^BtetA^,  ^iud 
teilg[kt  of  ihe  garter,  5  "^ry  6di»  ^u^iSm 

71  HuoiphrqrPlahtageiiet»4tiA^ 
Vliigbt  of  the  Spttr,  6  flirarfy  6th.  Y+iy.-^^  Sir 
Humphrey  Sumbrd  his  afibciate. 

73  Ridhard  Bold,  9  Henry  '6th,  14^0.^^74 
JVnnBraen  his  aflbciate. 

7.5  William  Chantrell,  10  Hemy  ($th.  1431. 

76  William  de  la  f^oie,  czA  of  iSuffbOc,  aifter 

ce  of  Sufiblk,  knight  of  the  garter,  20  tthd  1^ 
Henry  6th.  1441^  and  1442. — 77  Sir  Thoma^ 
Stanley  his  a!(fociatl:,  22  Henry  6di.  1443. 

•78  The  lord  Stanly,  x)f  Lathro,  knight  df  tJft 
Mttter,  and  father  to  Thomas  the  fint:  earl  of 
Dert)y,  30  Hmry  6th.  1451. 

79  John,  lord  Talbot,  earl  of  Salop,  iahd  ^ight 
of  the  garter,  3^  Henry  6th.  1459. 

»6  Sir  John  Needham,  knight,  i  Edward  4th. 
1461,  and  after  juftice  of  the  KingS-Bcnch,  iind 
-died  1480. 

81  John,  or  Thomas,  lord  Stanley,  aftfer  iearl 
of  Derby,  and  knight  of  the  garter,  2  Edward 
4th,  to  Henry  7th. — 82  George,  lord  Strange, 
joiwedin  patent  with  his  father,  i  Henry  7th. 

83  Thomas  Keble,  15  Henry  7th.  1499. — ^4 
John  Mordaunt  his  aflbciate. 

85  Sir 
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85  Sir  Thomas  Inglcfield,  knight,  20  Henry 
7th.  to  5, Henry  8th.  1513. 

86  Thomas  Inglcfield,  his  fon^  6  Henry  8th,  to 
29  Henry  8th.  1537. 

87  Sir  William  Sulyard,  knight,  after  juftice  of 
the  common-pleas,  29  Henry  8th.  1537. 

88  Sir  Nicholas  Hare,  knight,  33  Henry,  Stbu 
1541. 

89  Sir  Robert  Townfliend,  knight,  37  Henry 
8th,  to  3  and  4  Ph.  and  Mary,  1555. 

90  Sir  John  Pollard,  knight,  3  and  4  of  PInlip 
and  Mary,  1557. 

91  George  Wood,  efquire,  5  Mary,  1558. 

92  Sir  John  Throgmorton,  knight,  6Marytx> 
20  Elizabeth. 

93  Sir  George  Bromley,  knight,  21  Elizabeth, 
15.78. 

94  Sir  Richard  Shittleworth,  knight,*  31  Blizar 
faeth^  1589. 

gS  Sir  Richard  Lukenor,  knight,  42  Elizabeth^ 
to  the.  14th  April  14  James,  1616. 

gjS  Sir  Thomas  Chamberlain,  knight,  14  James, 
i6«6,  and  after  juftice  of  the  King's-Bench,  1620. 

97  Sir  James  Whitlock,  knight,  18  James,  1620, 

Sir  John  Bridgman,  knight. 

Sir  Marmaduke. Lloyd,  knight,  king  Jame$* 

Sir  Richard  Luki^nor,  knight. 

Sir  Henry  Townfliend,  knight,  king  Charles.. 

Sir  Tho.  MiUward,prodroth.  knig|it,  18  Charles. 

John  Bradfliaw^  i  parliament. 

Peter  Warburton. 

Richard  Mackworth,  Ffells. 


Tbe 
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fbe  Sheriffs  £/*Chs8HIRx* 


Gilbert  Pipard,  An. 
30  Hmiy  id. 
Rkfaard  de  Pierpoint, 
,   SSHcnr^  id. 
IJolphus,  in  the  reign- 

of  lung  John. 
Udufdoe  Burham. 
Ridiard  de  Sbnbach,  15 

Henry  3d. 
Richard  de  Wrenbuiy, 

12  Henry  3d. 
Jordan    de   reulefdon, 

51  Henry  3d. 
Hufih  de    Hatton,   56 

Henry  3d. 
Patrick  de  Hefelwall,  4 

Edward  ift. 
William  de    Spurftow, 

.9  Edward  ift. 
Rich,    de   Wilbraham, 

15  Edv^ard  ift. 
William    de    Prayers, 

16  Edward  ift. 
Robert  de  Braffey,  33 

Edward  ift. 
Philip    de    Egcrton,  2 

Edward  2d. 
David   de  Egcrton,   5 

Edward  2d. 
William  de  Mobbcrlcy, 

13  Edward  id. 


Richard    Fulhurft, .  16 

Edward  ^d. 
Joh.   de  Wrenbury,    i 

Edward  3d. 
Adam    de  Parker,    10 

Edward  3d. 
Riclu  de    Oulton,    19 

Edward  3d. 
Sir    James     Andlcf, 
knight,  12  Edw.  3d 
Tho.  Daniers,  24  E.  3d. 
Thomas  Ic  Young,  33 

Edward  3d. 
John  Scolehall,  41  Ed- 
ward 3d. 
Sir  Laurence  de    Dut- 
ton^  knight,   44  Ed- 
ward 3d. 
Hugh  de  Venabks,   i 

Richard  2d. 
Thomas  de  Wood,    8 

Richard  2d. 
Hugh  earl  of  Stafibrd, 
Sir  J.  MaiTey,  knight, 

II  Richard  id. 
Robert   Grofvenor,    12 

Richard  2d. 
Robert  Leigh,  17  Rich- 
ard 2d. 
John  Mafley,    i  Henry 
4th. 

Henry 
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Henry  Ravenfcroft,    3 

Henry  4th. 
Sir    William  Brereton, 
knight,  10  Henry  4th. 
Henry  Ravenfcratt,    3 

Henry  4th. 
Thomas  Leigh,  3  Hen- 
ry 5th. 
Hugh  Dutton,  10  Hen- 
ry 5th. 
Richard  Warburton,    5 

Henry  6th. 
Sir  Ranulph  Brereton, 
knight,  8  Henry  6th. 
Joh.     Troutbeck,     16 

Henry  6th. 
Sir  Robert  Booth,   kt, 

17  Henry  6th. 
Sir  Robert  Booth,    kt. 
(his  fon),  22  Henry 
6th. 
William      Stanley,     2 

Edward  4th. 
John     Warbyrton,    10 

Henry  7  th. 
Ralph   Birkenhead,    21 

Henry  7th. 
George     Holford,     i8 

Henry  8  th. 

Sir    William     Stanley, 

knight,  17  Henry  8th. 

John  Done,  21  H,  8th. 

William   Venables,    i8 

Henry  8  th. 
Edward    Fitton,     23 

Henry  8  th. 
John  Holford,  33  Hen- 
ry 8th. 
Vol.  I.  J 


Sir  William   Brereton, 

1  Mary. 

Sir  Peter  Leig^i,  knight, 

2  Philip  and  M^ry. 
Hugh  Cholmondcley,  3 

Philip  and  Mary. 
Richard  Wilbraham,  4 

Philip  and  Mary. 
Thomas    Venables,     5 

Philip  and  Mary. 
Philip  Egprton,  6  Phi^ 

lip  and  Mary. 

Eliz. 
W.  Cholmondcley,  1 
John  Savage,  2 

Ralph  Egerton,  3 

John  Warburton,         4 
Richard  Brooke,  5 

William  Maffey,  6 

John  Savage,  7 

H.  Cholmondcley,       8* 
Laurence  Smith,  9 

Ralph  Done,  10 

George  Calveley,       11 
John  .Savage,  12 

Sir  William  Booth, 

knight,  13 

Thomas  Stanley,        14 
Sir    John    Savage, 

knight,  15 

John  Savage,  miles,  id- 
Henry  Manwaring,    1 7 
Rowland  Stanley,       1 8 
John  Warren,  19 

Thomas  Brooke,        20 
Sir   John    Savage, 

knight,  zi: 

Ralph  Eg^rtgn,  2* 

i  i  Sir  ^ 
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Sir  George  Calvc- 

ley,  knight,  23 
Sir  William  Brerc- 

ton,  knight,  24 

Peter  Warburton,  25 

Will.  Leverfage,  26 

Tho.  Wilbraham,  27 

Hugh  Calveley,  28 

Randal  Davenport,  29 

Thomas  Leigh,  30 
Sir    Hugh    Chol- 

mondeley,  knigjit,  3 1 
Sir  William  Brcre- 

ton,  knight,  32 

Sir  John  Savage,  kt.  33 

Thomas  Brooke,  34 

Tho.  Venables,  35 

Peter  Warburton,  36 

Peter  Leigh,  37 

John  Done,  38 
Sir  George  Booth, 

knight,  39 
Sir  Edward   War- 
ren, knight,  40 
Sir  Thomas   Hoi- 

croft,  knight,  41 
Sir  Thomas  Smith, 

knight,  42 
Sir  Thomas  Afton, 

knight,  43 
Sir  Richard  Grot 

venor,  knight,  44 

James 
Sir  George  Leicel*- 

ter,  knight,  i 
^ir    William    Da- 
venport, knjght.  .2 


Sir  Randal    Man- 
waring,  knight,        3 

Sir  Thomas    Ver- 
non, knight,  4 

Sir  John   Savage, 
knight,  5 

Sir  Henry  Bunbu- 
ry,  knight,  6 

William  Brcreton,        7 

JefFery  Shakerley,        8 

Tho.  Dutton,  9 

Sir  William  Brere- 
ton,  knight,  10 

Sir  Urian    Leigh, 
knight,  II 

Sir  George  Calve- 
ley, knight*  12 

Sir  Richard    Lea, 
knight,  13 

Sir   Richard   Wil- 
braham, knight,     14 

John  Davenport,        1 5 

Ralph  Calveley,  1 6 

Sir  Randal  Man- 
waring,  knight,       1 7 

Sir  Robert   Chol- 
mondeley,  bart.       1 8 

Tho.  Marbury,  19 

Sir  George  Booth, 
baronet,  20 

Sir  Thomas  Smith, 
knight,  2 1 

Sir  Richard  Grof- 
venor,  bart.  22 

Charles 
Sir  Thomas  Brerc- 
ton,  knight,  i 

Sir 
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Sir  John  Done,  kt.    2 

John  Calvcky,  3 
SirEdward  Stanley, 

baronet.  4 

Thomas  Leigh,  5 

Peter  Dutton,  6 

Tho.  Stanley,  7 

Rich.  Brereton,  8 

Edward  Fitton,  9 

Peter  Venables,  10 
Sir  Thomas  Afton, 

baronet,  1 1 

Will.  Leigh,  12 
Sir  Thomas  Delves, 

baronet.  1 3 

T.  Cholmondeley,  1 4 

Philip  Manwaring,  1 5 
Sir  Thomas  Powell, 

baronet.  16 


John  Billot, 

Sir  Hugh  Calveley, 

knight. 
Tho.  Leigh, 
Sir  Richard  Grof- 

venor,  bart. 
Robert  Tatton, 
Henry    Brood,     i 

parliament, 
Roger  Wilbraham, 
R.  Duckenfield, 
Sir  Henry  Delves, 

ronet, 

Chantrell. 
John  Crewe, 
Peter  Dutton, 
George  Warburton, 
Philip  Egerton. 
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CHRONICON  CESTRENSE. 

TO    HIS 
INGENIOUS      FRIEND, 

Mr.     DANIEL     KING. 


WHEN  1  underftood  by  yoti,  that  a  geo<?ra. 
phical  arid  hiftorical  Treatife  of  the  city 
and  county  palatine  of  Cheller  was  preparing  tor 
the  prels,  wherein  you  have  not  only  moft   can- 
didly cxpofcd  to  public  view  the  writings  of  two 
painful  autliors,  not  fupprelTing  their   names,  as 
fonner  plagiaries,   who,   ukirping  the  vail  pains 
of   the  molt   induftrious   Leland  to    themfelves, 
have  injurioufly  abuled  his  memory,  but  have  alio 
very   confiderably    augmented   their  defcriptions, 
and  curioufly  adorned  them  with  many  neat  pieces 
ofkulpturci  yet,  perceiving  the  exaft  times  oi 
the  former  rulers  of  that  province  not  fo  much  at- 
tended to,  as  m.ight  illuftrate  that  Royal  Valley, 
I  dclired  earncllly,  out  of  that  exuberant  and  na- 
tural love  v/hich  I  always  bore  unto  that  foil  (as 
being  the  i--  ;l-plot  of  my  anceftors,  and  the  prc- 
fent  iiabitation  of  my  alliance,  though   of  divers 
removes,    both  of  blood   and  acquaintance),    to 
commit  to  piv^cr  what  I  have  oblerved  in  mv  read- 
ing,  might  conduce  to  the  fixmg  ot  the  times  and 
feaions,    wherein  the  noble  atchievements  of  its 
rulers  and  inhabitants  have  been  performed  j  hop 
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ing,  that  my  flefider  eflay  will  animate  fome  abler 
pen  to  digdt  the  memorials  of  this,  and  of  other 
fhires,  which,  through  the  awakened  mduftry  of 
our  Icairned  gentry,  may  at  length  be  produced  to 
light.      It  would  wonderfully  trumpet  out  the 
glory  of  England,  if  once  the  world  fiiould  i'ee  all 
its  (hires  illu;ftrated  with  particular  and  exaft  de- 
fcripticn'S.     We  h^e  already  in  our  hands  the  per- 
ambulacion  of  Kent,    by  the  learmed  Lambard ; 
the  fuf vey  of  CorWwalll^'**by  the  accomplilhed  Ri- 
cha'fd  eate\^,  ef^*   the  brief  ddcription  cfi  Mid- 
dlefex  and  Heftfordftiipe,  by  that  painful  furvey 
of  John  Nordtn,  both  deferring  a  hr  Idrger  trea- 
tife  by  fome  of  their  own  learned  iftbatritatits  j  the 
defcriptJon  of  Leicefterfhire,  by  the  induftrioui 
pen  of  William  Burton^  .efq.  who,  in  hte  eplftle 
tor  the.  reader,  p.  3.  rhentions  a  defcription  ot  the 
county  of  Northampton^  by  Mr.  Abftin  Vincent, 
prep^ing  for  public  view  •,  but,  as^  far  as  I  hear^ 
ntever  yH  faw  the  light.    The  fixtb,  newly  extant^ 
the  ilWfti'ation  of  W^rwicklhire,  by  the  moft  ela- 
borate  and  exquifite  pains  of  that  worthy  and 
learned  gentleman  Mr.  WUliam  Dugdale,  a  work 
the  like  in  its  kind  never  yet  f^w  the  fun  5  who, 
in  his  pfefatpry  tpdftle  to  that  work,  mentions  a 
brief  one  of  StafFordfliire,  compoft-d  by  Mr.  Samp- 
fon  Erdfwick,  late  of  Sandon,  in  the  fame  coun- 
ty,  not;  yet  fet  forth.     Now  at  length  we  have  the 
feventh  in  number  publifhed,  being  the  delinea- 
tion of  that  plcafantand  noble  country  of  Chefter, 
worthily  gaining  from  Edward  I.    the  name  of 
the  Vale-Royal  of  Engl  tod.     We  have  only,  as 
yet,  the  defcription  ol  three  cities,.  I^ndon,    by 
Stow-,  Canterbury,  bySomner;  and  Norwich,  by 
Alexander  Nevil,  cited  by  Twine^  in  Apol.  Acad. 
Oxon.  1.  ii.  p.  221.     But  we  are  earneftly  expeft- 
ing  a  ftately  and  ample  piece  about  the  city  of 
York,   performed  by  a  noble  pen.     Now  foraf- 
•      -  much 
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much  it  dm  flnd  pliMaaiei 
i  diMttht.  it  worth  nqr/^^^ 
Jtim  of  fitmchronok^^ 

glorious  lun  (l)ic  gre.u  ineafLirc  aad  rtandard  o? 
lime)  in  bis  mcndian,  ihining  upon  clits  Royal 
V alley  of  Chdhirt,  Only  give  mc  leave  to  fpeak 
fbmcwhat  to  rub  up  the  memory  of  the  Romans  in 
tlxis  county^  before  I  proceed  to  the  main  defign, 
which  1  fhall  rank  under  four  heads,  or  chapters. 
The  hrll  whereof  ftull  treat  of  the  Romans  m 
Chcihlre.  The  fecond  fhali  exhibit  the  exaft 
chronology  of  thcJcingSi^dukes^and  earli^if  M^r- 
cia,  aiid  therein  of  Chcfter,  The  third  fhail  de- 
duce the  fucceiTion  of  the  bjfhops  of  Mercia  and 
Cheftcr,  from  the  firft  planting  of  Chriftianity  in^ 
that  dominion  to  our  days.  The  fourth  fhail  rc- 
hcarfc  the  names  of  the  parliamentary  barons^  botlt 
i^Mricual  and  ten^ral,  who  were  to  aflift  ibt  earl 
in  council  at  homc»  or  wars  abroad,  (b  far  aa  hath 
come  to  view  or  knowledge,  truiting,  that  herein 
your  intelligence  will  much  fupply  my  dcfe^» 
Thus  I  have  laid  open  my  defign  and  defire,  in 
Ibme  way  to  ferve  that  noble  country,  not  doubt- 
ing but  you,  and  all  other  candid  breads,  will 
both  accqpt  and  cheriih  the  care  and  pains  of 

Your  loving  Friend 

to.ierve  you 


LOHDOK, 

May  8,  1656. 
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SAMUEL    LEE. 
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